
 

 

The first climate models 
were developed in the 
1970s, when computer pro-
gramming was still done 
using punch cards. They 
were relatively simple af-
fairs that reduced the world 
and its infinite complexity 
to a series of enormous 
boxes. When carbon diox-
ide was added to the mod-
els’ idealized atmosphere, 
the result was warming so 
dramatic that, in the sum-
mer of 1979, the National 
Academy of Sciences con-
vened a panel to look into 
the matter. After meeting 
for a week in Woods Hole, 
Massachusetts, the group 
issued a brief report with a 
conclusion it described as 
“disturbing.” The scientists 
had searched for flaws in 
the models, but found none. 

“If carbon dioxide contin-
ues to increase, the study 
group finds no reason to 
doubt that climate changes 
will result and no reason to 

believe that these changes 
will be negligible,” the 
report stated. “A wait-and-
see policy,” it observed, 
“may mean waiting until it 
is too late.” 

Since 1979, of course, en-
tire libraries’ worth of re-
ports on climate change 
have been written, with 
forecasts that have grown 
increasingly detailed and 
dire. And yet we continue 
to wait—decade after dec-
ade, even as the earth has 
indeed been warming, 
much as those early models 
predicted. In the years 
since that first study, aver-
age global temperatures 
have increased by about 
one degree Fahrenheit. As 
a result, the subtropics have 
migrated poleward, which 
has increased the risk of 
drought in such highly pop-
ulated parts of the world as 
the Mediterranean Basin 
and southwest Asia. The 

Arctic ice cap has shrunk 
by nearly half, coastal 
storms have become in-
creasingly destructive, and 
millions of acres of forest 
in the American West have 
been killed off by warming
-related pest infestations. 
Just a few months ago two 
groups of scientists sepa-
rately concluded that a 
large segment of the West 
Antarctic Ice Sheet has 
begun irreversibly to melt 
away; this will eventually 
raise global sea levels by 
four feet. In an effort to 
track the changing climate, 
many—perhaps most—
species are on the move, 
and a growing number are 
threatened with extinction. 
During the same time peri-
od, carbon dioxide emis-
sions have soared, from 
about 18 billion metric tons 
per year to almost 37 bil-
lion metric tons per year. 

Continued Page 4 

Rethinking How We Think 
About Climate Change 

Red Knot Protected as Threatened Under the 
Endangered Species Act 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service announced federal 
protection for the rufa sub-
species of the red knot, a 
robin-sized shorebird, des-
ignating it as threatened 
under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. A “threatened” 
designation means a spe-
cies is at risk of becoming 

endangered throughout all 
or a significant portion of 
its range.   

“The red knot is a remarka-
ble and resilient bird 
known to migrate thou-
sands of miles a year from 
the Canadian Arctic to the 
southern tip of South 
America,” said Service 

Director Dan Ashe. 
“Unfortunately, this hearty 
shorebird is no match for 
the widespread effects of 
emerging challenges like 
climate change and coastal 
development, coupled with 
the historic impacts of  
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horseshoe crab overharvesting, which 
have sharply reduced its population in 
recent decades.” 

Since the 1980s, the knot’s population 
has fallen by about 75 percent in some 
key areas, largely due to declines in one 
of its primary food resources – horseshoe 
crab eggs in Delaware Bay, an important 
migratory stopover site. Although this 
threat is now being addressed by exten-
sive state and federal management ac-
tions, other threats, including sea-level 
rise, some shoreline projects and coastal 
development, continue to shrink the 
shorebird’s wintering and migratory habi-
tat. 

Changing climate conditions are also 
altering the bird’s breeding habitat in the 
Arctic and affecting its food supply 
across its range, in particular through 
climate-driven mismatches in migration 
timing that affect the peak periods of 
food availability. The bird must arrive at 
Delaware Bay at exactly the time when 
horseshoe crabs are laying their eggs. 

“Although historic threats in the Dela-
ware Bay area have been ameliorated 
thanks to the actions of federal and state 
partners, our changing climate is posing 
new and complex challenges to the red 
knot’s habitat and food supply,” Ashe 
said. “It has never been more critical that 
we take positive action to save this bird.” 

One of the longest distance migrants in 
the animal kingdom, some rufa red knots 
fly more than 18,000 miles each year 
between breeding grounds in the Canadi-
an Arctic and wintering grounds along 
the Gulf Coast, southeast United States 
and South America. One bird, banded by 
biologists in 1995 in Argentina, has been 
nicknamed Moonbird because he has 
flown the equivalent of a trip to the moon 
and at least halfway back in his 21 or 

more years of migrations. 

Along its epic migration, the red knot, 
which can be identified by its rufous 
breast, belly and flanks during breeding 
season, can be found across 27 countries 
and 40 U.S. states in flocks ranging from 
a few individuals to several thousand. 
Although rufa red knots mainly occur 
along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, small 
groups regularly use some interior areas 
of the United States during migration. 
The largest concentration of rufa red 
knots is found in May in Delaware Bay, 
where the birds stop to gorge themselves 
on the eggs of spawning horseshoe crabs; 
a spectacle drawing thousands of bird-
watchers to the area. In just a few days, 
the birds nearly double their weight to 
prepare for the final leg of their long jour-
ney to the Arctic. 

International, state and local govern-
ments, the conservation community, 
beachgoers and land managers are help-
ing ensure red knots have safe areas to 
winter, rest and feed 
during their long migra-
tions. These partners 
help knots in a variety 
of ways, including 
managing the harvest of 
horseshoe crabs (which 
are caught for use as 
bait in conch and eel 
pots), managing dis-
turbance in key habi-
tats, improving man-
agement of hunting 
outside the United 
States, and collecting 
data to better under-
stand these birds. 

In making its decision, 
the Service analyzed 
the best available data 

in more than 1,700 scientific documents, 
and considered issues raised in more than 
17,400 comments provided during 130 
days of public comment periods and three 
public hearings. Protections under the 
ESA will take effect 30 days after publi-
cation in the Federal Register. 

As required by the ESA, the Service is 
also reviewing the U.S. range of the rufa 
red knot to identify areas that are essen-
tial for its conservation, known as critical 
habitat. The Service expects to propose 
critical habitat for the rufa red knot for 
public review and comment in 2015 after 
completing the required review of eco-
nomic considerations. 

Visit here to read the final rule and re-
sponse to comments; view and download 
video, photos and maps; and explore 
more resources, such as an interactive 
timeline and infographic. The rule will be 
available at here beginning December 11, 
2014, under docket number FWS-R5-ES-
2013-0097. 

Monday, January 19, 2015 

“The Legacy of the Passenger Pigeon 
and its Relevance in 2014” by Dan 
Marsh, director of education, Cincinnati 
Zoo and Botanical Gardens. On Sept 1, 
1914, Martha the last passenger pigeon 
died at the Cincinnati Zoo. Dan will share 
a more positive legacy of this extinction 
event. 

Audubon programs are held at Winton 
Center at 7:30 PM on the third Monday 
of each month from September to 
November and January through June. 
You are invited to our free programs at 
7 PM to enjoy 30 minutes of fellowship 
and light refreshments before the meet-
ing.  Winton Center is on the west side of 
Winton Road just off of Valleyview Rd. 

No meeting in July or August. 

Monday, February 16, 2015 

“Remarkable Birds, Up close and Per-
sonal” by Jim Mundy, photographer and 
former Hamilton County Park ranger and 
naturalist. Jim just won the competition 
for the Ohio Legacy Stamp for 2015 with 
his photo of a blue bird on a redbud tree. 
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Red Knot (Continued from Page 1) 

Programs (Contributed by Allan Beach) 

T HE CHAT  

Red knots feeding on horseshoe crab eggs, Delaware 
Bay, DE. Photo courtesy Jan van de Ka 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/redknot/
http://www.regulations.gov
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Tree Identification 

 
Location: Spring Grove Cemetery  

Date: Sunday, January 11, 2015  

Meet: 10 AM main entrance on Spring 
Grove Avenue (See directions below)  

Leader: Denis Conover  
(513) 641-3651  
conovedg@hotmail.com 
  

The focus of this field trip will be on 
trees and their identification. Our trip 
leader, UC professor and skilled botanist 
and naturalist Denis Conover, led a simi-
lar trip last January for us at Spring 
Grove. That trip proved to be quite popu-
lar so we decided to do it again this year. 
So come out and join Denis as he leads us 
on a mid-morning winter walk through 
the beautiful grounds of Spring Grove 
Cemetery. Denis will point out the tre-
mendous diversity of trees that can be 
found here, including many national and 
state champion trees. One white oak that 
he will show us is thought to be nearly 
400 years old.  Denis will also give us 
tips and insight on tree and other plant 
identification and their natural history.  

Denis has been involved in various types 
of botanical research since 1981 and is a 
professor in the department of Biological 
Sciences at the University of Cincinnati. 
Denis has interests in other aspects of 
natural history as well and he will be sure 
to point out any birds and other fauna we 
might run across. 

Participants should be prepared for a few 
hours of moderate walking, most of 
which will be relatively flat and on pave-
ment, but there will also be some walking 
in damp or wet grass (snow?). We sug-
gest wearing good waterproof footwear. 
It will also be the middle of winter so 
dress accordingly. Being warm and dry 
will make the difference between a good 
or bad experience. Binoculars are not 
necessary to see trees but are recom-
mended if you have them. Restrooms are 
available at the cemetery office. Only 
severe weather will cancel this trip. If you 
have any questions feel free to contact 
Denis. 

The Spring Grove Cemetery main en-
trance is located on Spring Grove Avenue 
just west of the Winton Road intersec-
tion. To find our meeting spot, drive in 
the main gates and go straight. You will 

go through a short tunnel. Just beyond the 
tunnel pull over and park alongside the 
road.  

 

Urban Birding 

 
Location: Spring Grove Cemetery & 
Cincinnati Riverfront 

Date: Saturday, January 24, 2015  

Meet: 9 AM main entrance on Spring 
Grove Avenue (See directions below)  

Leader: Jack Stenger 
(513) 503-3389  
jackstenger@gmail.com 

You may or may not be surprised how 
productive the birding can be right within 
the city. But urban birding can be very 
good and that is the theme of this half day 
field trip as our leader, Jack Stenger, a 
skilled birder and naturalist, will lead us 
to two urban locations where we can ex-
pect to see a wide diversity of species. 
Jack plans to begin the morning at Spring 
Grove Cemetery where we will spend a 
little time looking in the spruces, hem-
locks and other conifers that are so invit-
ing to winter finches and other wintering 
birds. From there, Jack’s plan is to cara-
van the short drive down to the Cincin-
nati riverfront. Once there Jack will lead 
us to a few different vantage points on 
both the Ohio and Kentucky side of the 
Ohio River. 

Between the park-like setting of Spring 
Grove Cemetery and with the Ohio River, 
we expect to find a good diversity of 
species. The Ohio riverfront directly in 
front of downtown Cincinnati is actually 
a productive birding locale at this season. 
There are usually several species of ducks 
and waterbirds present and it seems like 
every winter a few uncommon species of 
waterfowl turn up as well. A few herring 
gulls can usually be found in the large 
numbers of ring-billed gulls that frequent 
this site and there is always the possibil-
ity of a rare gull among these more com-
mon ones. So why not get out of those 
mid-winter blues and come out on an out 
of the ordinary field trip. 

There will be some light walking at 
Spring Grove but the rest of the trip will 
consist of driving to a couple of spots 
where we will take our time scanning the 

river. If you have a scope, bring it. Re-
stroom breaks will be made. It will be 
mid-winter so dress warmly and then 
some more. Severe weather will cancel 
this trip. Contact Jack if you are unsure or 
have other questions. 

Direction to our meeting place: The 
Spring Grove Cemetery main entrance is 
located at 4521 Spring Grove Avenue, 
just west of the Winton Road intersec-
tion. To find our meeting spot, drive in 
the main gates and go straight. You will 
go through a short tunnel. Just beyond the 
tunnel pull over and park alongside the 
road.  
 

Early Spring Waterfowl 
Migration 

 
Location: Lower Great Miami River 
Valley 

Date: Saturday, February 21, 2015  

Meet: 8 AM Fernald Preserve Lodge 
Pond  (See directions below)  

Leader: Ned Keller  
(513) 349-3369  
nedkeller49@gmail.com 

Early spring waterfowl migration is the 
theme of this field trip, but numbers of 
other species will be found as well. Our 
trip leader, expert birder Ned Keller, ex-
pects to find a seasonal diversity. Ned 
will begin our field trip at Fernald Pre-
serve and eventually auto caravan our 
way south to the Oxbow where we will 
finish the day, after having visited several 
sites along the way. Depending on time, 
some of the other “hot” spots in the Low-
er Great Miami River Valley that Ned 
might visit may include Miami White-
water, Kilby & Campbell Ponds, Hidden 
Valley Lake, Lost Bridge and other lesser 
known spots. Regardless of Ned’s choice 
of path, we can expect a diversity of 
geese, ducks, grebes, gulls and raptors 
including Bald Eagles, which can be 
common in the area at this time of the 
year. Winter songbirds will still be 
around and a few early season migrants 
are expected. 

Continued next page 
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January/February Field Trips (Contributed by Jay Stenger) 
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This trip will mostly be carpooling from 
spot to spot, interspersed with some light 
walking. Restrooms are available at Fer-
nald Preserve and other stops will be 
made. This trip will end sometime around 
noon. Scopes will be useful if you have 
one. February can be very cold and a 
little mud is likely when looking for 
ducks, so dress accordingly. Severe 
weather would cancel this trip. If unsure 
or if you have any questions about this 
trip feel free to contact Ned.  

Directions: Fernald Preserve is located in 
Northwestern Hamilton County. The 
Lodge Pond parking lot is on the right, 
just before the bend along the entrance 
road. 
 

Nocturnal Birds (Owl Prowl 
and Displaying Woodcock) 

 
Location: Fernald Preserve  

Date: Saturday, February 28, 2015  

Meet: 5 PM Fernald Preserve Visitor 
Center  (See directions below)  

Leader: Jeff Hays  
(513) 821-9822  
jlhays@fuse.net 

Raptor (birds of prey) expert Jeff Hays 
will again lead us on what has become an 
annual local birding event.  The goals of 
this out of the ordinary field trip will be 
to see (and hear) displaying woodcock 
and owls. This trip will begin at 5 PM in 
the afternoon and last until a couple of 
hours after dark, about 8:30 PM. Sunset 
will be around 6:30 PM on this date and 
complete darkness won’t set in until 
7 PM. The moon will be in its first quar-
ter.  

Jeff will begin this trip before sunset in 
hopes of finding short-eared owls. These 
uncommon owls are crepuscular and are 
often seen just before and after sunset 
coursing over the grasslands in which 
they hunt. While they are not guaranteed, 
Fernald Preserve is one of the best loca-
tions where they can be found with any 
regularity in our area. During the two 
hours before total darkness set in, we will 
most certainly see a diversity of other 
species including a few species of hawks 
(northern harrier almost certainly and 
possibly rough-legged hawk) and a good 
number of spring migrant waterfowl 
which are attracted to the many marshy 
ponds found here. 

Near dusk Jeff will focus on locating 
American woodcock, which regularly 

display at Fernald throughout the early 
spring. Woodcock usually begin to arrive 
in good numbers during late February. 
The best time to see and hear their dis-
plays are 10 minutes before and after 
dark. Once darkness has fallen, and with 
the aid of vocal imitations and/or record-
ings, Jeff hopes to attract the three com-
mon species of owls that reside within the 
park; great horned owl, barred owl and 
eastern screech-owls. If you have never 
stood in the dark while trying to hoot up 
the local owls, you are in for a treat. Re-
strooms are available. Binoculars are 
recommended. Dress for a winter night 
outdoors. Severe weather will cancel this 
trip. Contact Jeff if you are unsure or 
have other questions. 

Directions: To get to Fernald Preserve 
from I-275 take I-275 Exit #7 at SR 128 
marked Cleves-Hamilton. This is the first 
exit just west of the Great Miami River at 
Miamitown. Go north on SR 128 through 
Miamitown for 7 miles to Willey Road. 
Turn left on Willey Road and go ¼ mile 
to the Fernald Preserve entrance road. 
Follow the entrance road to the Visitor 
Center. 
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Field Trips (Continued from Page 3) 

T HE CHAT  

tute, frequently gets set up against genu-
ine science. The result—which presuma-
bly is what these groups are hoping for—
is that the public ends up confused. 

“The single most common myth about 
climate change among Americans is that 
there’s a lot of disagreement among the 
experts,” says Ed Maibach, director of the 
Center for Climate Change Communica-
tion at George Mason University. “And 
the reason why they think there is a lot of 
disagreement among the experts is be-
cause there was an intentional strategy to 
sow the seeds of doubt.” Polling shows 
that the public is largely ignorant of the 
scientific consensus on climate change. In 
a survey conducted in March by Mai-
bach’s group and the Yale Project on 
Climate Change Communication, re-
spondents were asked, “What percentage 
of climate scientists think that human-
caused climate change is happening?” 

All of which has led to a new round of 
studies, not on the impacts of climate 
change but on our response—or, perhaps 
more accurately, our lack thereof. As 
climate scientists sound the alarm about 
the increasing risks of ignoring the mod-
els, sociologists, psychologists, and legal 
theorists are exploring why we continue 
to do so. Call it “cli-psy.” How is it, these 
social scientists want to know, that de-
spite the ever-more-urgent warnings and 
ever-more-conclusive evidence, the world 
in general—and the United States in par-
ticular—has failed to take meaningful 
action? 

Some say the problem is communication. 

Regardless of the archives full of reports, 
pseudo-science on climate change still 
gets a lot of play. This pseudo-science, 
which is often purveyed by industry-
funded groups like the Heartland Insti-

Only one in 10 gave the correct answer, 
which is “more than 90 percent.” 

To counter this, Maibach argues, it’s 
important that scientists themselves speak 
out and let the public know that, at least 
in terms of the geophysics, there is no 
controversy about climate change. This 
past spring he worked with the American 
Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence to address the issue head-on by 
launching a public information campaign 
titled “What We Know.” 

“Based on the evidence, about 97 percent 
of climate scientists agree that human-
caused climate change is happening,” the 
campaign’s website states. 

“We think there’s been a huge communi-
cation failure among members of the 
climate science community, because the  

Continued Page 6 

Climate Change (Continued from Page 1) 
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January Calendar 

 31 Dec… Field trip: Year-end 
hike, Fernald Preserve 

 11… Field trip: Tree identifica-
tion, ASO 

 13… Program: Simon Girty, 
Oxbow, Inc. 

 19… Program: Passenger 
pigeon, ASO  

 24… Field trip: Urban birding, 
ASO  

 30… Field trip: Winter walk, 
Oxbow, Inc. 

February Calendar 

 10… Program: Why species go 
extinct, Oxbow, Inc. 

 15… Field trip: Waterfowl 
migration, Oxbow, Inc. 

 16… Program: Bird photog-
raphy, ASO 

 21… Field trip: Waterfowl 
migration, ASO 

 28… Field trip: Nocturnal birds, 
ASO 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   31 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

January 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

February 2015 

http://www.lm.doe.gov/LMSites.aspx?id=2303
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://oxbowinc.org/
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://oxbowinc.org/
http://oxbowinc.org/
http://oxbowinc.org/
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/


 

 

The Audubon Climate Report was an-
nounced in September 2014. It predicts 
how climate change could affect the rang-
es of 588 North American birds. The 
climate needs for each species of birds 
studied was defined. “Climate suitability” 
includes the range of temperature, precip-
itation, and seasonal changes. Then 
greenhouse gas emissions data from the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change was used to map where each 
bird’s ideal climatic range may be found 
in the future as the climate changes. 
 
The range maps are animated guides to 
where a particular bird species may find 
its “climatic range” in 2020, 2050 and 
2080 time periods beginning with where 
the bird found suitable climate based on 
2000 data. Some bird species will and 
some will not be able to shift to potential 
future ranges but some ranges that have 
shifted are also shrinking.  
 
The maps are color coded by season and 
depict ranges that may expand or contract 
or shift. Of the 588 North American Bird 
species studied, global warming puts at 
risk 314 species including 126 classified 
as climate endangered and projected to 
lose more than 50 percent of their current 
range by 2050. Another 188 species are 
classified as climate threatened and pro-
jected to lose more than 50 percent of 
current range by 2080 if global warming 
continues at its current rate.  
 
Maps will improve as more data becomes 
available. The information is being used 

to identify priority areas for conservation. 
Further study is needed regarding the 
models of future climate ranges. While 
climate is important, appropriate habitat 
includes the right food sources, sites for 
nesting and safety from predators.  Some 
projected ranges may not be suitable be-
cause of development, distance from 
winter range, or fragmentation of habitat.  

Citizen science matters! Audubon’s 
Christmas Bird Count, Breeding Bird 
Surveys and data from the Annual Census 
was used to predict bird’s responses to 
climate change. Additional information 
about the Audubon Climate Report can 
be found here and here. 
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Birds and Climate Change (Contributed by Chris Moran) 

T HE CHAT  

Kahan cites the results of a survey taken 
last year by the Pew Research Center. 
The survey was designed to test basic 
scientific knowledge, and it posed ques-
tions like “What is the main function of 
red blood cells?” When respondents were 
asked what gas “most scientists believe 
causes temperatures in the atmosphere to 
rise,” 58 percent chose the correct an-
swer: “carbon dioxide.” There was little 
difference in the proportion of Democrats 
and Republicans who got the answer 
right; among the former it was 56 per-
cent, among the latter it was 58 percent. 
(Among Independents, 63 percent chose 
correctly.) 

 

myth was essentially a lie about what 
they believe,” Maibach says. “It turns out 
that if you actually supply a number that 
quantifies the consensus, it has a really 
strong impact on changing people’s per-
ceptions.” 

According to a second school of thought, 
our collective inertia is rooted not so 
much in how the science has been com-
municated as in how it’s become tangled 
up with other issues. “What you ‘believe’ 
about climate change doesn’t reflect what 
you ‘know,’” argues Dan Kahan, a pro-
fessor at Yale Law School who studies 
risk perception. “It expresses ‘who you 
are.'” 

But polls that ask Americans about their 
own beliefs on global warming show a 
significant partisan divide. In another 
Pew survey, taken earlier this year, 66 
percent of Democrats said they believed 
that human activity was the “main cause” 
of global warming, while only 24 percent 
of Republicans did. Given their answers 
on the previous survey, this suggests 
there are many Democrats who don’t 
know what’s causing climate change but 
still believe humans are responsible for it, 
and many Republicans who do know yet 
still deny that humans play a role. And 
what this shows, according to Kahan, is 
that people’s views on climate change are 

Continued next page 

Climate Change (Continued from Page 4) 

Young Common Loons, like this juvenile left high and dry when Wyoming’s 
Bergman Reservoir was drained for irrigation, will become an increasingly 
rare sight in the United States’ northern lakes as the climate warms and the 
species’ breeding grounds shift into Canada. Photo credit: Michael Quinton/
Minden Pictures/National Geographic Creative 

http://climate.audubon.org/
http://birds.audubon.org/birds-climate-change-move
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Roosting owls such as saw-whet owls, 
barn owls and long-eared owls are often 
desired sightings by birders in an attempt 
to add to their life list and also to enjoy a 
special, seldom seen owl. 

There is an important difference between 
nesting owls and owls on their winter 
roost. While neither should be disturbed 
unnecessarily, there is a much greater 
danger to nesting owls. If they are dis-
turbed repeatedly, they may abandon the 
nest. Therefore, with the exception of 
great horned owls on artificial nests, 

whose location is well known, the exact 
location of nesting owls should ordinarily 
not be reported. The same is true for any 
other nesting bird. 

Owls on winter roosts are a different mat-
ter. They are not tied to a particular loca-
tion the way that nesting owls are. Bird-
ers should make every effort not to dis-
turb them, both for the sake of the owls 
and for the sake of other birders who 
wish to see them. But, in the worst case, 
they will simply leave for another area. 
Whether to report their location is up to 

the discretion of the finder. If their loca-
tion is such that others can approach 
without trespassing, and without undue 
disturbance to the bird or habitat, then 
reporting the location is acceptable. 

The American Birding Association 
(ABA) provides a code of ethics which 
all birders should familiarize themselves 
with before posting roosting owl loca-
tions, or the location of other rare birds. 
The complete guide can be found here.  
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Reporting and Observing Roosting Owls (Contributed by ASO Board) 

Climate Change (Continued from Page 6) 

shaped less by their knowledge of the 
science than by their sense of group iden-
tity. To break the political logjam, he 
argues, Americans need to find ways of 
talking about climate change that don’t 
require members of one group or the oth-
er to renounce their cultural identity. 

“If you show people there is some way of 
responding to the problem that’s con-
sistent with who they are, then they’re 
more likely to see the problem,” Kahan 
says. Kahan’s own research has shown 
that people who might be identified as 
technophiles are more likely to concede 
that climate change is a problem if they 
are given information about possible 
technological fixes, such as geoengineer-
ing. 

Kari Marie Norgaard, author of the book 
Living in Denial: Climate Change, Emo-
tions, and Everyday Life, is a sociologist 
at the University of Oregon who has stud-
ied how people talk—or don’t talk—
about climate change. She, too, believes 
there’s a strong cultural component to 
Americans’ attitudes, but she sees the 
problem as reflecting the strategies peo-
ple use to avoid painful subjects. 

Norgaard argues that it’s hard even for 
people who are privately worried about 
climate change to discuss the issue in 
public, because they feel guilty about the 
situation and, at the same time, helpless 
to change it. “We have a need to think of 
ourselves as good people,” she says. The 
lack of discussion about the issue feeds 
itself: People believe that if it really were 
a serious problem, others would be deal-
ing with it. “It’s difficult for people to 
feel that climate change is really happen-

ing, in part because we’re embedded in a 
world where no one else around us is 
talking about it,” Norgaard says. “It be-
comes a vicious cycle between the politi-
cal gridlock and the cultural and individu-
al gridlock.” 

What could possibly break this cycle? 
Norgaard is encouraged by the fact that 
President Obama has, in the past several 
months, been speaking out about climate 
change and has announced several new 
initiatives to combat the problem. Most 
significantly, in June the Environmental 
Protection Agency proposed new regula-
tions to limit carbon emissions from pow-
er plants; if these regulations go into ef-
fect—they’re expected to face years of 
litigation—they will cut power plant 
emissions 30 percent by 2030. It’s pre-
cisely because Americans are so divided 
on the subject of climate change that the 
administration felt compelled to issue 
new rules on emissions, rather than pur-
suing legislation. Still, Norgaard argues, 
the president’s actions could alter the 
political dynamic. 

“I do believe that large-scale change from 
the top could be very powerful,” she says. 
She is also optimistic about the potential 
influence of strong statements on the 
subject made recently by several Republi-
can business leaders, including Henry 
Paulson, who served as Treasury Secre-
tary under George W. Bush. Paulson 
compares ignoring the signs of climate 
change to ignoring the signs leading up to 
the 2008 financial crisis. “Just as we con-
fronted global financial catastrophe in 
2008, today, with climate change, we 
face outsize risk with enormous potential 
for harming our way of life,” he told 

Audubon. The good news, says Paulson: 
“The most severe risks can still be avoid-
ed through early investments in resilience 
and other immediate actions we can take 
now to reduce the pollution that causes 
global warming.” 

Such talk could mobilize more people to 
“feel hopeful, to feel like there’s some-
thing they can do,” Norgaard says. “I 
think there are probably multiple levels at 
which we could break this cycle.” And 
although, after more than 30 years of 
ignored warnings, the challenge has 
grown all the more daunting, she says, “I 
don’t believe we get to give up.” 

 

Elizabeth Kolbert writes for The New 
Yorker. Her most recent book is The 
Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History. 

http://www.aba.org/about/ethics.html
http://climate.audubon.org/article/whos-worried-about-global-warming
http://climate.audubon.org/article/whos-worried-about-global-warming
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