
 

 

You make a difference. By 
participating in the recently 
completed Audubon Christ-
mas Bird Count your obser-
vations were added to the 
longest running census for 
research on bird popula-
tions and environmental 
conditions. The data con-
tributes to the study of the 
long-term health and status 
of bird populations and 
provides a picture of how 
bird populations in North 
America have changed over 
time and space. When com-
bined with other surveys 
such as the Breeding Bird 
Survey the analysis has 
contributed to an under-
standing how birds are re-
sponding to a changing 
climate. Begun as an alter-
native to shooting birds for 
decorative feathers twenty-
five counts were held in 
December 1900 most in 
northeastern North Ameri-
ca. In 2015 the National 
Audubon Society (NAS) 
sponsored six county in this 
Greater Cincinnati Area.  

Another Audubon Citizen 
Science Program is the 
upcoming Great Back Yard 
Bird Count (GBBC) sched-
uled for Friday, February 
12, through Monday, Feb-
ruary 15, 2016. Participants 
count birds for 15 minutes 
or longer from their back-
yard or anywhere in the 
world on one or more days 
of the four-day event. 
Sightings are reported 
online and the information 

submitted combined with 
other surveys helps scien-
tists learn how birds are 
affected by environmental 
changes, and can provide 
signs that individual spe-
cies’ ranges may be ex-
panding or contracting. 
Also the information is 
useful in determining what 
kinds of birds inhabit dif-
ferent areas such as urban/
suburban or more natural 
habitats. Visit the website: 
gbbc.birdcount.org 

In 2002 the NAS and the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
launched eBird to enable 
participants in recording 
bird observations year 
round. Global participation 
was invited in 2010 with 
eBird expansion of its 
North American focus. 
Subsequently with more 
sophisticated tools for data 
collection, analysis and 
display, GBBC merged 
with eBird in 2013.  

The third Citizen Science 
Program, Hummingbirds at 
Home, was introduced in 
2013 and joins CBC and 
the GBBC as part of Audu-
bon’ year-round science 
programs. Hummingbirds 
and their feeding behavior 
can be reported on the web-
site. Because of warming 
temperatures flowers are 
blooming earlier which 
could impact humming-
birds that rely on nectar. 
The established relation-
ship between humming-

birds arriving on breeding 
grounds and bloom times 
of their food sources could 
be impacted. Scientists are 
seeking to understand how 
climate change, flowering 
patterns and feeding by 
people are impacting hum-
mingbirds. To what degree 
are hummingbirds able to 
adapt to accommodate the 
changes in bloom times?  
Citizen scientists record the 
timing of nectar plant 
blooms locally, what hum-
mingbirds are feeding on 
and when feeding occurs 
on breeding ground arrival 
and throughout the breed-
ing season. This project is 
focused on the relationship 
between hummingbirds and 
their feeding sources and 
participants record the spe-
cies, nectar sources and 
feeding behaviors seen. 
Patterns will emerge only 
after a few years of data 
collection from this recent-
ly introduced program. 

While enjoying the out-
doors and the birds in the 
area, you are helping birds 
by participating in citizen 
science programs. The data 
is used in studying trends 
and threats to birds and 
formulating strategies to 
protect birds and their habi-
tats.  

Contributed by 
Chris Moran 

Citizen Science 

Upcoming ASO events: 

 February 15: Tim Sisson will give a talk 
on Bender Mountain Preserve 

 March 21: Rick Lisi to discuss the plight of 
honeybees 

 April 18: Program, TBD 

 June 12: ASO picnic 

President’s Corner 2 

Programs 2 

Field Trips 3 

Community Calendar 5 

Management of Natural Areas 6 

Brookville Trip Recap 6 

Local Christmas Bird Count Summaries 7 

Inside this issue: 

T
he

 C
ha

t 
A

U
D

U
B

O
N

 
S

O
C

I
E

T
Y

 
O

F
 

O
H

I
O

 
Volume 119, Number 1 

January/February 2016 

http://gbbc.birdcount.org/
http://www.ebird.org
http://www.hummingbirdsathome.org
http://www.hummingbirdsathome.org
http://cincinnatiaudubon.org/bylaws.html


 

 

Fernald Nature Preserve 

 
Location: Winton Centre 

Date: Monday, January 18, 2016  

Time: 7 PM 

Speakers: Penny Borgman & 
Brian Wulker  
 

The Fernald Preserve is a Federal Depart-
ment of Energy, Office of Legacy Man-
agement site at the location of the former 
Cold War era Fernald Feed Materials 
Production Center. Located mostly in 
northwestern Hamilton County, the 1,050
-acre preserve features 140 acres of wet-
land habitat including three lakes, 400 
acres of forests and 360 acres of grass-
lands including tall grass prairies. Several 
miles of public trails wind through all the 
preserve’s varied habitats. In the short 
amount of time this site has been open to 
the public (since 2008) it has hosted a fair 
number of rarities and the total bird list 

stands at 240 species. Garganey, Eurasian 
Wigeon, Black-necked Stilt, Wilson’s 
Phalarope, and Golden Eagle are all on 
the site species list. The preserve’s wild-
life isn’t limited to birds. Hard-to-find 
mammals like mink are seen regularly, 
and bobcats have been photographed.  

Our January program will be presented 
by ASO board member Penny Borgman 
and by Brian Wulker. Penny currently 
handles community outreach at Fernald, 
and was formerly a long-time naturalist 
with Great Parks of Hamilton County. 
Brian is an environmental scientist at 
Fernald, working with habitat restoration 
and monitoring programs, and is an ex-
pert birder. Between them, they know 
Fernald well, so we can expect an enter-
taining evening learning about the history 
of the preserve, including the progress 
that has been made in converting an in-
dustrial nuclear production site to a na-
ture preserve, as well as hearing about the 
opportunities for nature studies that Fer-
nald Preserve offers now.  

The Story of Bender Moun-
tain: How it Became the Best 
Place in Hamilton County to 
See Spring Wildflowers 

 
Location: Winton Centre 

Date: Monday, February 15, 2016  

Time: 7 PM 

Speaker: Tim Sisson  
 

Many of you will know Tim Sisson, our 
February speaker, as the president of the 
Western Wildlife Corridor and as a past 
vice president of Green Umbrella. Tim is 
a native Cincinnatian, an engineer by 
trade and an environmental advocate who 
has had a lifelong love and interest in 
nature. Having grown up at the foot of 
the steep hillsides on the west side of 
town overlooking the Ohio Rivers, Tim 

Continued Page 4 
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Programs (Contributed by Ned Keller and Jay Stenger) 

TH E C H AT  

It may come as a surprise to some of you 
that Audubon owns two nature preserves. 
We own the Warder-Perkins Preserve, 25 
acres in western Hamilton County, and 
another 70 acres in Adams County. I say 
that it may be a surprise, because we 
haven’t done much with either property 
in recent years. That is changing. 

Our newest board member, Jim Mundy, 
recently retired as a land manager at 
Great Parks of Hamilton County. He has 
brought his experience and expertise to 
us, along with boundless enthusiasm. The 
result has been that we have launched an 
active program of managing our pre-
serves. We just completed a survey of our 
Adams County property, the boundaries 
of which had been rather vague. We have 
also completed cover mapping (broad-
scale mapping of forest types) at Warder-
Perkins, and are about to do that in Ad-
ams County. These are preliminary, but 
necessary, steps to determining what is 
on our preserves, including desirable and 

possibly rare species, as well as invasive 
species which need to be controlled. We 
intend to follow up with more detailed 
surveys of the plants and animals found 
on both preserves, so that we can set up a 
program of monitoring the ecological 
health of the preserves. 

It is unlikely that there will ever be open 
public access to these preserves. Warder-
Perkins is a dedicated Ohio State Nature 
Preserve, where access is permitted only 
by written permission. Access to the Ad-
ams County property is physically diffi-
cult, as there is extremely limited safe 
roadside parking. However, we will try to 
set up field trips to both preserves next 
year, and possibly a volunteer invasive 
removal day. And we’ll keep you in-
formed of what we will be doing with 
your preserves. 

See Page 6 for Jim’s Warder-Perkins 
story 

President’s Corner (Contributed by Ned Keller) 

Ned Keller. 
Courtesy Jim McCormac 
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Tree Identification  

 
Location: Spring Grove Cemetery  

Date: Saturday, January 23, 2016  

Meet: 10 AM just beyond the tunnel, 
main entrance, Spring Grove Avenue    
(See directions below)  

Leader: Denis Conover   
(513) 641-3651  
conovedg@hotmail.com  
 

The focus of this field trip will be on 
trees and plants and their identification. 
This popular field trip has become an 
annual event over the past few years. Our 
trip leader, UC professor and skilled bot-
anist and naturalist Denis Conover, will 
again lead us on a morning walk through 
the winter beauty of Spring Grove Ceme-
tery. Denis will point out the tremendous 
diversity of trees and other plants that can 
be found here, including many national 
and state champion trees. One White Oak 
that he will show us is thought to be near-
ly 400 years old.  Denis will also give us 
tips and insight on tree and other plant 
identification and their natural history.  

We are fortunate to have Denis as our trip 
leader. Denis has been involved in vari-
ous types of botanical research since 
1981 and is a professor in the Department 
of Biological Sciences at the University 
of Cincinnati. Denis has interests in other 
aspects of natural history as well and he 
will be sure to point out any birds and 
other fauna we might run across. 

Participants should be prepared for a few 
hours of moderate walking, most of 
which will be relatively flat and on pave-
ment, but there will also be some walking 
in damp or wet grass and maybe snow. 
We suggest wearing good waterproof 
footwear. It will also be the middle of 
winter so dress accordingly. Being warm 
and dry will make the difference between 
a good or bad experience. Binoculars are 
not necessary to see trees but are recom-
mended if you have them. Restrooms are 
available at the cemetery office. Only 
severe weather will cancel this trip. If you 
have any questions feel free to contact 
Denis. 

The Spring Grove Cemetery main en-
trance is located at 4521 Spring Grove 
Avenue just west of the Winton Road 
intersection. To find our meeting spot, 
drive in the main gates and go straight. 

You will go through a short tunnel (old 
RR archway). Just beyond the tunnel pull 
over and park alongside the road.  

Spring Grove Cemetery website: 

www.springgrove.org/spring-grove-
cemetery.aspx 

Spring Grove Cemetery Map: 

www.springgrove.org/uploads/docs/SG_
Map2012.pdf 

 

Urban Waterfowl 

 
Location: Great Miami River at Ham-
ilton, Ohio  

Date: Saturday, February 6, 2016  

Meet: 8 AM Riverside Natural Area 
parking lot 
(See directions below)  

Leader: Charlie Saunders  
(513) 254-3957    

 
The theme of this field trip will be win-
tering and early spring migrant waterfowl 
(and other water birds) in an urban set-
ting. The Great Miami Riverfront in 
Hamilton, Ohio, can be an excellent place 
to see waterfowl, gulls and other water 
birds during the cold seasons. In fact the 
colder the better, as the Great Miami 
remains at least partially open even when 
other local reservoirs, lakes and ponds 
freeze over. When these conditions exist, 
the river can host hundreds of waterbirds. 
But even during mild winters the Great 
Miami usually has a few surprises.  

Our trip leader, Charlie Saunders, is a 
skilled and veteran birder, naturalist and 
long time ASO advocate. Charlie lives in 
Fairfield and birds along the Great Miami 
in Hamilton and Fairfield quite often and 
knows the best spots and how to access 
them. Charlie expects to find a variety of 
waterfowl and a few raptors. Bald Eagles 
and a diversity of other seasonal species 
are also likely to be found. 

Charlie expects to visit a couple of spots 
along the river but he also expects to 
walk for a good portion of the morning. 
Walking will mostly be along hike/bike 
paths or trails and will be generally level. 
Be warned, it will likely be cold and 
damp so wear good waterproof footwear 
and dress warmly. Binoculars will be 
necessary if you expect to see birds well. 

Restrooms are available in the area. The 
trip should end before noon. If you have 
any questions feel free to call Charlie.  

To reach Riverside Natural Area, take I-
275 to the Route 4 exit. Follow Route 4 
north, towards Hamilton, until you reach 
the traffic light at Symmes Road. Turn 
left onto Symmes Road and follow Sym-
mes until you reach River Road. At River 
Road turn right. While on River Road 
you’ll pass Joyce Park before coming to a 
3-way intersection where St. Clair runs 
into River Road. Stay left on River Road. 
The next traffic light marks the intersec-
tion of River Road and Fairview, the road 
that leads to Riverside Natural Area. Turn 
left onto Fairview and drive about 300 
yards until you reach the parking lot at 
the site of the Hamilton Wastewater 
Treatment facility. 

Link to an ASO description of Riverside 
Natural Area: 

cincinnatiaudbon.org/siteguide/riverside-
natural-area 

A Hamilton City Parks Link: 

www.hamiltonparks.net/#!riverside-
natural-area/tvv93  

 

Nocturnal Birds (Owl Prowl 
and Displaying Woodcock)  

 
Location: Fernald Preserve   

Date: Saturday, February 27, 2016  

Meet: 5:30 PM Fernald Preserve Visi-
tor Center parking lot     
(See directions below)  

Leader: Jeff Hays    
(513) 821-9822   
JLHAYS@fuse.net  

 

Local raptor (birds of prey) expert Jeff 
Hays will again lead us on what has be-
come an annual local birding event. The 
goals of this out of the ordinary field trip 
will be to see (and hear) displaying 
woodcock and owls. This trip will begin 
at 5:30 PM in the afternoon and last until 
a couple of hours after dark, about 8:30 
PM. Sunset will be around 6:30 PM on 
this date and complete darkness won’t set 
in until 7 PM. The moon will be in its 
first quarter.  

Continued Page 4 

Page 3 

Field Trips (Contributed by Jay Stenger) 

mailto:conovedg@hotmail.com
http://www.springgrove.org/spring-grove-cemetery.aspx
http://www.springgrove.org/spring-grove-cemetery.aspx
http://www.springgrove.org/uploads/docs/SG_Map2012.pdf
http://www.springgrove.org/uploads/docs/SG_Map2012.pdf
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http://cincinnatiaudubon.org/siteguide/riverside-natural-area/
http://www.hamiltonparks.net/#!riverside-natural-area/tvv93
http://www.hamiltonparks.net/#!riverside-natural-area/tvv93
mailto:JLHAYS@fuse.net


 

 

developed a particular interest in the 
plants and animals that are found on 
those hillsides at an early age.  

The Western Wildlife Corridor was 
formed in 1992 as a citizen preservation 
group whose mission is to protect, pre-
serve, and secure from harm the green-
way corridor that runs along the north 
side of the Ohio River, from the Mill 
Creek to the Oxbow along the Great Mi-
ami River bordering Indiana. This corri-
dor is a natural habitat for a wide variety 
of species of wildlife and plants, and 
because of the soil structure is extremely 
susceptible to slippage. These wooded 
natural areas are vital in providing for the 
emotional needs of people, cleansing the 
air, helping regulate temperatures, and 
providing a natural buffer zone. 

Tim’s program will feature the botanical 
community and ecology of the Bender 

Mountain Preserve, a relatively little 
known Western Wildlife Corridor 
(WWC) property located in the Delhi 
area. Through extensive hands on pro-
jects over the past few years, WWC vol-
unteers have worked relentlessly to re-
move invasive species such as Amur 
honeysuckle from the preserve. Their 
efforts were a huge success and Bender 
Mountain is now honeysuckle free and 
native wildflowers are flourishing.  

But Tim says it certainly wasn’t easy to 
bring those native wild flowers back. 
“We undertook an aggressive program to 
remove the aliens,” he says. “Bender 
Mountain is a great example of the suc-
cess of our efforts. Because of our efforts, 
we now have a healthy forest that sup-
ports many, many species of animals and 
hundreds of species of native plants.”  

Tim will also update us on other Western 

Wildlife Corridor properties and projects 
and answer any of our questions. This 
will prove to be a very informative and 
interesting program and Tim’s laidback 
approach and congeniality will make it 
worth your while. We hope to see you 
there.  

For more info on the Western Wildlife 
Corridor visit their website at: 

westernwildlifecorridor.org 

 

The WWC Bender Mountain map: 

westernwildlifecorridor.org/map/sisters-
hill-bender-mountain 
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Programs (Continued from Page 2) 

TH E C H AT  

Owls. If you have never stood in 
the dark while trying to hoot up 
the local owls, you are in for a 
treat. Restrooms are available. 
Binoculars are recommended. 
Dress for a winter night outdoors. 
Severe weather will cancel this 
trip. Contact Jeff if you are un-
sure or have other questions. 

Directions: To get to Fernald 
Preserve from I-275 take I-275 
Exit #7 at SR 128 marked Cleves
-Hamilton. This is the first exit 
just west of the Great Miami 
River at Miamitown. Go north on 
SR 128 through Miamitown for 7 
miles to Willey Road. Turn left 
on Willey Road and go ¼ mile to 
the Fernald Preserve entrance 
road. Follow the entrance road to 
the Visitor Center. 

Go to the Fernald Preserve web-
site for directions. 

 

Jeff will begin this trip before sunset in 
hopes of finding Short-eared Owls. These 
uncommon owls are crepuscular and are 
often seen just before and after sunset 
coursing over the grasslands in which 
they hunt. While they are not guaranteed, 
Fernald Preserve is one of the best loca-
tions where they can be found with any 
regularity in our area. During the hour 
and a half before total darkness sets in, 
we will most certainly see a diversity of 
other species including a few species of 
hawks (Northern Harrier almost certainly 
and possibly Rough-legged Hawk) and a 
good number of spring migrant waterfowl 
which are attracted to the many marshy 
ponds found here. 

Near dusk Jeff will focus on locating 
American Woodcock, which regularly 
display at Fernald throughout the early 
spring. Woodcock usually begin to arrive 
in good numbers during late February but 
heavy snow or freezing weather can delay 
them by a week or so. The best time to 
see and hear their displays are 10 minutes 
before and after dark. Once darkness has 
fallen, and with the aid of vocal imita-
tions and/or recordings, Jeff hopes to 
attract the three common species of owls 
that reside within the park: Great Horned 
Owl, Barred Owl and Eastern Screech-

Field Trips (Continued from Page 3) 

Warder-Perkins State Nature Preserve 
Vegetation Cover Map, see Page 6. 
Courtesy Jim Mundy.  

http://westernwildlifecorridor.org/
http://westernwildlifecorridor.org/map/sisters-hill-bender-mountain/
http://westernwildlifecorridor.org/map/sisters-hill-bender-mountain/
http://www.lm.doe.gov/Fernald/Visitors_Center/Directions.pdf
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January Calendar 

 18… Program: Fernald Nature Pre-
serve, ASO 

 22… Field trip: Winter walk, Oxbow 

 23… Field trip: Tree identification, 
ASO 

 Field trip: Full moon hike, 
Fernald 

 Program: Winter animals, 
ODNR 

 Field trip: Full moon hike, 
ODNR 

 24… Field trip: Hueston Woods, 
ODNR 

 30… Field trip: Winter trees, ODNR 

 Field trip: Hueston Woods, 
ODNR 

February Calendar 

 06… Field trip: Urban waterfowl, ASO 

 Program: Star maps, 
Fernald  

 09… Program: Flying squirrels, Oxbow 

 13… Program: Coyotes, Fernald  

 Field trip: Winter hike, ODNR 

 15… Program: Bender Mountain Preserve, ASO 

 20… Field trip: Winter hike, ODNR 

 Program: Bluebird Society, ODNR 

 27… Field trip: Nocturnal birds, ASO 

 Field trip: Salamanders, 
Fernald  

 Field trip: Spring waterfowl, Oxbow 

 Program: Natural history conference, 
ODNR 

 28… Field trip: Winter hike, ODNR 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

January 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      

February 2016 

http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.oxbowinc.org/programs.html
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.lm.doe.gov/Fernald/Visitors_Center/Calendar/
http://naturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov/calendar
http://naturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov/calendar
http://naturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov/calendar
http://naturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov/calendar
http://naturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov/calendar
http://naturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov/calendar
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.lm.doe.gov/Fernald/Visitors_Center/Calendar/
http://www.oxbowinc.org/programs.html
http://www.lm.doe.gov/Fernald/Visitors_Center/Calendar/
http://naturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov/calendar
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://naturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov/calendar
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/calendar
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.lm.doe.gov/Fernald/Visitors_Center/Calendar/
http://www.oxbowinc.org/programs.html
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/calendar
http://naturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov/calendar


 

 

If you are a manager of natural areas for a 
Park District with thousands of acres or 
just a small property owner and you want 
to manage it, where do you start? You 
could just look for problems like exotic 
species and try to eliminate them without 
any kind of organization or you can get 
organized by using GIS (Geographic 
Information System).  
 
Since my appointment to the Audubon 
board earlier this year I have put my GIS 
skills and my experience as a manager of 
natural areas to get our property orga-
nized. The first part of my task was to 
determine the different habitat types and 
create boundaries for each type (it looks 
kind of like a puzzle, see attached map, 
Page 4). This is what is known as vegeta-

tive cover mapping and I recently fin-
ished the Warder-Perkins State Nature 
Preserve with the help of local botanist 
Dan Boone. 
 
How is this important? At Warder Per-
kins we determined there were five dif-
ferent habitats so, we now have five divi-
sions on our preserve map of various 
sizes instead of one large 25.7 acre piece.  
The five habitats are Oak-hickory, Grass-
land, Successional Forest, Bottomland 
Hardwoods, and Mixed Upland Hard-
woods. Now we can focus our manage-
ment by area or habitat type. This helps 
narrow our focus and be more organized 
and it can show the daunting task of exot-
ic species control more manageable. 
 

Let’s say we decide our next step is to do 
a plant inventory, we can do a plant sur-
vey of each habitat or cover type instead 
of having a survey of the whole preserve. 
For example, if we find an exotic species 
such as Japanese Stilt-grass in our bot-
tomland hardwoods and this habitat is 
less than an acre, then when it is time to 
go back and look for it so we can manage 
it, we have again narrowed our search 
area which saves time. 
 
We can also have a GPS (Global Posi-
tioning System) points to identify exotic 
species, rare plants and other unique fea-
tures found on our property as we narrow 
down future searches within each habitat 
type. 
 
Continued next page 
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Management of Natural Areas  (Contributed by Jim Mundy) 

TH E C H AT  

visit to Hueston Woods which was short-
ened even further by a continuous down-
pour. 

A real joint effort was made to count the 
birds at each stop and the numbers below 
represent the conclusions from many 
observers after considerable thought and 
discussion. Little effort was given to find-
ing songbirds or land birds other than 
what was seen along the roadside or 
around the periphery of our lake side 
stops. 

The complete Brookville area list: 

Canada Goose 15, Gadwall 80, Mallard 
104, Green-winged Teal 3, Redhead 20, 
Lesser Scaup 23, Bufflehead 60 (no, we 
didn’t count the decoys), Hooded Mer-
ganser 42, Red-breasted Merganser 4, 
Wild Turkey 17, Common Loon 47, Pied-
billed Grebe 28, Horned Grebe 3, Dou-
ble-crested Cormorant 6, Great Blue 
Heron 9, Black Vulture 121, Turkey Vul-
ture 184, Osprey 1, Bald Eagle 11, 
Cooper’s Hawk 1, Red-tailed Hawk 6, 
American Kestrel 2, American Coot 350, 
Sandhill Crane 536 (220+ on the Dun-
lapsville mudflats, 300+ in 7 flocks of 
varying numbers moving south), Killdeer 
13 (our only shorebird species as we 
missed Dunlin which is usually seen on 
this trip), Bonaparte’s Gull 3550 (a huge 
flock of 3300 north of the Dunlapsville 
Causeway), Franklin’s Gull (seen just 
north of the Fairfield Causeway from the 

Location: Brookville Lake, Indiana  

Date: Saturday, November 21, 2015  

Leaders: Jay Stenger, Jack Stenger  

 

The Cincinnati Audubon Society con-
ducted what has become an annual No-
vember field trip to the Brookville Lake 
region in Franklin & Union County Indi-
ana on Saturday the 21st. A robust group 
of 25 participants enjoyed great birding 
and a fairly pleasant weather until the 
rain began in earnest around 2 PM. While 
we did not have anything extraordinary, 
we did find many of the seasonally ex-
pected species, several in great numbers. 
Our highlights included a Franklin’s Gull, 
an incredible assemblage of 3550 Bona-
parte’s Gulls (possible record?), 536 
Sandhill Cranes (many on the mudflats 
north of the Dunlapsville Causeway 
and several other flocks moving south 
throughout the day), 11 Bald Eagles, a 
fairly late Osprey, 59 Common Loons (47 
at Brookville Lake and 12 at Hueston 
Woods) and 6 Eurasian Collared-Doves 
at the Co-op in Liberty, Indiana (the only 
reliable spot in our region for this other-
wise increasing species).  

From around 8:45 am until 2 PM we 
drove from the south end of Brookville 
Lake to the north end, stopping at many 
lake view points along the way. Those of 
us who remained past 2 PM made a quick 

west side parking/picnic area), Ring-
billed Gull 550, Rock Pigeon 160, 
Mourning Dove 38, Eurasian Collared-
Dove 6 (at the Co-op in Liberty, IN), 
Belted Kingfisher 3, Red-bellied Wood-
pecker 2, Downy Woodpecker 2, Hairy 
Woodpecker 1, Northern Flicker 7, Pile-
ated Woodpecker 3, Blue Jay 6, Ameri-
can Crow 43, Carolina Chickadee 2, Tuft-
ed Titmouse 2, Carolina Wren 3, Golden-
crowned Kinglet 1, Eastern Bluebird 3, 
American Robin 110, Northern Mocking-
bird 1, European Starling 150+, Cedar 
Waxwing 70, Yellow-rumped Warbler 1, 
American Tree Sparrow 8, Song Sparrow 
2, White-throated Sparrow 9, Northern 
Cardinal 3, Red-winged Blackbird 40, 
unidentified blackbird species 100+, 
House Sparrow 11. Total species 55.  

Some of the species seen from a brief 
Hueston Woods stop: Bufflehead, Com-
mon Loon 12, Double-crested Cormo-
rants 10+, Bonaparte’s Gulls, Ring-billed 
Gulls, Cooper’s Hawk. 

Participants: Jay Stenger, Jack Stenger, 
Bill Stanley, Richard Amable, Debra 
Hausrath, Darlena Graham, Chris Moran, 
Kathi Hutton, Jeff Bilsky, Mary Ann 
Barnett, Darry Whitsett, John Stewart, 
Steve Wheeler, Tracy Wheeler, Gene 
Dennis, Martin Meighen, David Sandor, 
M. Zins, Linda Coddington, Mary New-
man, Gina Russ, Mary Cullum, Bill Wil-
son plus two others.  

A Review of the ASO Brookville Lake Field Trip  
(Contributed by Jay Stenger) 
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2015-16 Local Christmas Bird Count Summaries 

Ohio River CBC 

Saturday, December 19, 2015 

Jack Stenger, Count Compiler 

 

Thanks to the twenty-five participants 
who tallied 78 species for the Ohio River 
CBC on December 19th. We had a cool, 
sunny day that started below freezing but 
ended near 45°F. Our main highlight was 
28 Bald Eagles, a count high. Seventeen 
of these were seen within a few minutes 
in the Lost Bridge area, with a concentra-
tion of 15 on the Lost Bridge mudflats at 
once. The 352 Black Vultures, represent-
ing 3 different evening roosts is also a 
high count. Waterfowl numbers were 
down compared to previous years and 
songbird numbers were low as well.  

 

Hamilton-Fairfield CBC 

Saturday, December 19. 2015 

Mike Busam, Count Compiler 

 

Thanks all who helped on this count. 
Even though the weather was decent it 
was a tough day for finding ducks and 
waterbirds. But 66 total species were 
counted for the day. Three Black-
Crowned Night-Herons are quite good for 
the count, and are possibly a first count 
record. It's at least very rare. Many 
Sandhill Cranes were seen throughout the 
day. It's hard to know if some flocks were 
seen by multiple observers, but nearly 
1500 cranes is quite a number. We had 
both species of vultures, Turkey & Black, 
unusual on this count. Three Peregrine 
Falcons and six Bald Eagles are notewor-
thy. A notable miss for this count was 
White-crowned Sparrow. 

 

 

 

Western Hamilton County CBC 

Sunday, December 20, 2015 

Ned Keller, Count Compiler 

 

The weather for this count was cool and 
clear and 37 observers found 85 species, 
both numbers being a little on the low 
side for recent years. We found one new 
species for the count, Lesser Black-
backed Gull. We also set new high num-
bers for Bald Eagle (8), Wilson's Snipe 
(9), Herring Gull (40) and Rock Pigeon 
(1940). Notable misses were Turkey Vul-
ture and Black Vulture, Eastern Screech-
Owl, Short-eared Owl, and Red-breasted 
Nuthatch. 

Overall, my general impressions were 
that windy conditions made soaring birds 
and field birds such as sparrows hard to 
find. Passerines in general had low num-
bers. 

 

Cincinnati CBC 

Sunday, December 27, 2015 

Jack Stenger, Count Co-Compiler 

 

The main storyline of the day was the 
anomalous weather. For perspective, I 
started the day owling in a t-shirt and 
ended it shivering in a winter coat. We 
had two hours of decent weather before 
the torrential downpour began. It contin-
ued to rain for the entire day and flooding 
was prevalent by the end of the day when 
temperatures dropped below freezing. 
Thanks to the 77 participants (70 in the 
field, 7 at feeders) who braved the apoca-
lyptic weather. All told, I’m impressed 
our participants managed to scrape to-
gether 85 species despite the conditions. 
For context, our average species count for 
the past decade is 90. 

The most unusual find of the count was a 
Great Egret, a first count record. This is 

the 157th species recorded in the history 
of the Cincinnati CBC. We set new high 
counts for Hooded Merganser (165), 
Horned Grebe (6), and tied the high for 
Common Loon (1), which was recorded 
for the seventh time in count history. 
Three Palm Warblers were found and 
photographed at Armleder Park. In gen-
eral, we recorded fewer individuals of 
most species than what is typical due to 
the constant rain. Our major “misses” 
were waterfowl. We usually get about 17 
species of ducks, geese and swan, but 
only found 13 this year. This was only 
the second time in 69 years that we did 
not record an American Black Duck. 

 
East Fork CBC 

Saturday, January 2, 2016 

Joe Bens, Count Compiler  

 

The East Fork Lake CBC was on Jan 2, 
2016. It was a cold and clear day with 
little wind and was good weather for the 
18 participants. Palm Warbler was a new 
species for the count. Despite having a 
huge lake, no major concentrations of 
waterbirds were found. Only 9 species of 
waterfowl were seen. Red-shouldered and 
Red-tailed hawks battled to be the most 
conspicuous large hawk. When counted, 
they tied with 39 each! Continuing on 
this year's warm trend, over 10,000 Rob-
ins were found. And, over 400 vultures 
still linger in the area. After several good 
years for Red-headed Woodpeckers, none 
were found this year (perhaps a poor 
acorn crop was the reason). Passerine 
numbers were about average. The count 
ended with 72 species. That’s also about 
average. Thanks to all who made this 
count possible. 

 

Vegetative cover mapping is the first step 
of our management goals on Audubon 
property, after we have completed this we 
will conduct what is called Floristic Qual-
ity Assessment Index (FQAI) in each 

habitat type to determine its score. This 
score is used across the state to determine 
the quality of habitats. Stay tuned! More 
on FQAI will come next winter after we  
 

have finished it and have some results to 
share. 
 
See cover-map graphic, Page 4 

Management of Natural Areas  (Continued from Page 6) 
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