
ronmental organizations has come 
out against the construction of 
the pipeline, including the Indig-
enous Environmental Network, 
the Sierra Club and the Rainfor-
est Action Network. Thousands 
of people have gathered in three 
protests camps near the construc-
tion site and are attempting to 
stop construction using nonvio-
lent civil disobedience and direct 
action. These Water Protectors, as 
they have come to be called, have 
been met with organized vio-
lence from the forces building the 

pipeline. This includes the use of 
trained attacked dogs, which have 
been unleashed on protestors.

Here in Cincinnati local leaders 
of the American Indian Move-
ment and the Black Lives Matter 
Movement have called a demon-
stration in support of this struggle 
for Saturday, Sept. 17th from  
4 – 7 p.m. at Washington Park 
in Over-the-Rhine.

For more information visit:  
sacredstonecamp.org or Camp of 
the Sacred Stone on Facebook
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Protests mount against pipeline
by Mark Gilsdorf

Energy Transfers, L.P., based in 
Houston, Texas, is attempting 
to construct a major oil pipeline 
called the Dakota Access Pipeline 
(DAPL). The DAPL is proposed 
to carry 450,000 barrels of crude 
oil per day from the Bakken Oil 
Fields of North Dakota to Illinois. 

The proposed route for the pipe-
line crosses the Missouri River 
in an area of important cultural, 
environmental and spiritual 
significance to Native American 
tribes. In addition to crossing 
the Missouri River twice, the 
route would also pass over the 
Ogallala Aquifer (one of the 
largest in the world) and would 
threaten the drinking waters of 
the Standing Rock Reservation 
as well as all of the nations and 
states downstream.

A grassroots coalition of tribal 
members, landowners, and envi-

Over 500 Water Protectors marched to the location where the Dakota Access pipeline company bulldozed thru a sacred 
site that included grave markers on Saturday, Sept 3, 2016. Photo by Dallas Goldtooth. 



by Chris Moran

Elections are coming. 
There is a lengthy list of 
federal, state, local can-
didates and issues on the 
November 2016 ballot. In 
addition to the Presidential 
race, voters in southwest 
Ohio will be asked to select 
a United States Senator, 
and a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
from the 1st and 2nd Con-
gressional Districts to serve 
in Congress and an Ohio 
8th District Senator and a 
member of the Ohio House 
of Representatives. 

Consider the positions of the 
candidates on conservation 
and climate related issues. 
These elected representa-
tives are the people who will 
formulate and pass laws that 
affect the health and welfare 
of the environment. Find 
out what a candidate thinks 
about decreasing reliance on 
CO2 and reducing pollution. 
Does the candidate support 
or oppose the development 
of alternative energy sourc-
es such as solar, wind, and 
geothermal? 

The support for reducing 
pollution could take the 
form of supporting alterna-
tive forms of transportation 
such as funding for rail and 
public transportation, bi-
cycle paths and sidewalks. 
Transportation accounts for 
about 20 percent of world 
carbon emissions from fuel. 

Is there support for the Paris 
Agreement which limits 
carbon pollution? The United 
States has signed the Agree-
ment and pledges to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
26% by 2025 measured 
against the country’s 2005 
level. The Clean Power Plan, 
the first federal limit on 
carbon pollution from power 
plants, has as a goal green-
house gas emissions (GHG) 
32% lower than 2005 levels 
by 2030. The CPP is cur-
rently under judicial review 
because of legal challenges. 
Does the candidate support 
or oppose laws or regulations 
to reduce GHG emissions?

In the Ohio legislature the 
renewable energy standards 
for electric energy producers 
has been put on hold. The 

standard requires Ohio’s 
electric utilities to generate 
12.5% of electricity from 
renewable energy sources 
by 2027. What is the view of 
your preferred candidate re-
garding Ohio’s clean energy 
standards? Should the  
standards be restored or  
delayed and weakened  
or eliminated? 

Is the candidate inclined to 
favor conservation initia-
tives e.g., conserving habitat 
such as wetlands and grass-
lands, and preventing defor-
estation? Specifically there 
is a proposal to designate a 
portion of the Arctic Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge as wil-
derness. Does the candidate 
support actions to reduce, 
reuse, recycle resources? 
These are only some ideas 
to consider when developing 
a list of candidates to vote 
for this November. 

To check your registration, 
request a Vote by Mail bal-
lot, view the issues and 
candidates that will be on 
the ballot go to:  
www.boe.hamilton-co.org

Page 2 The Chat

November 2016 Elections



Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

Sunday, Sept. 11th 
8 a.m.

Theme: Fall Migration 
Location: Gilmore Ponds Preserve  
Leader: Mike Busam, (513) 259-
3262, mbusam@gmail.com 
Meet: 8 a.m. in the Symmes Road 
parking lot 

Gilmore Ponds is steeped in local 
birding history and at times can be 
among the most productive birding 
sites in our region. Gilmore Ponds is 
a roughly 270 acre seasonal wetland 
located within the Hamilton city limits 
in Butler County, Ohio. Gilmore can 
be very wet or fairly dry from year to 
year or season-to-season depending 
on the amount of rainfall the area 
receives. When it is wet it can teem 
with water related species. The dense 
brushy borders and edges and the 
wet woodlands are always great for 
warblers and other migrant songbirds 
during spring and fall migration. This 
is one of the wet years so we can expect 
a diversity of species on this trip, which 
is scheduled smack dab in the middle 
of fall migration.

At one time Gilmore Ponds was 
privately owned. During the 1980’s 
the Gilmore Ponds Conservancy, a 
citizen’s conservation group, was 
formed to try to protect the area from 
development. The Conservancy had 
some success, acquired some land and 
got the attention of the Butler County 
Park District, who eventually took 
control and now owns the property. 
Today Gilmore Ponds faces a new set 
of threats but for the time being it is 
still a wonderful birding site.

Our trip leader Mike Busam is a 

past President of the Gilmore Ponds 
Conservancy and remains a vigilant 
protector and advocate of that site. 
Mike knows as much or more than 
anyone about Gilmore Ponds past 
and present. Mike will tell us some of 
Gilmore Ponds history and answer any 
of our questions. Mike also happens to 
be an exceptional birder and naturalist. 
So come and join Mike during the peak 
of fall migration. Warblers and migrant 
song birds should abound and a variety 
of shorebirds, herons, egrets and other 
water birds are expected to be present. 

Gilmore Ponds has a rich history of 
rare bird occurrences. Over the years 
Great Blue Herons and Black-crowned 
Night-Herons have nested off and on at 
Gilmore, but this summer Great Egrets 
and Double-crested Cormorants also 
nested in the heron rookery. To my 
knowledge these are the first breeding 
records of Double-crested Cormorants 
in the southern half of Ohio. This past 
August a White Ibis, (accidental to 
Ohio) and two Neo-tropic Cormorants 
(Ohio’s second record) were found at 
Gilmore Ponds.

This is scheduled as a half-day trip, 
which will consist of walking the trails 
around the ponds. If you expect to see 
birds you will need binoculars. While 
the terrain is flat, Mike warns that 
the walking can at times be a bit on 
the rough side as some trails may be 
overgrown and we may have to walk 
over some damp and muddy spots 
to reach the best shorebird spots. Be 
sure to wear appropriate footwear. 
We also recommend bringing water. 
Unfortunately there are no restrooms 
available at Gilmore Ponds. But for 
those of us who don’t mind stomping 
the brush there will be plenty of birds 

to see and a unique habitat to explore. 
If you have any questions feel free to 
contact Mike.

Directions: To reach Gilmore Ponds 
from I-275 take the Route 4 exit #41 
and go north on Rt. 4 for about 2.5 
miles. Turn right onto the Route 
4 Bypass and go about 1.5 miles 
to Symmes Road. Turn left onto 
Symmes and go about ½ mile to the 
Gilmore Ponds parking lot on the 
right, directly opposite the entrance 
to Bilstein Boulevard.

Link to a Butler County Parks, 
Gilmore Ponds map:  
www.butlercountymetroparks.org/
gilmore-map.pdf

Link to Butler County Parks, 
Gilmore Ponds website:  
www.butlercountymetroparks.org/
gilmore-map.pdf

Saturday, Sept. 24th 
8 a.m.

Theme: Fall Warbler, Hawk & 
Shorebird Migration 
Location: Brookville Lake Region 
(Indiana State Parks &  
Wildlife Area) 
Co-leaders: Jack Stenger,  
(513) 503-3389 (cell), jackstenger@
gmail.com and Jay Stenger,  
(513) 522-8147, jaystenger@cinci.rr.com 
Meet: 8 a.m. at the Park & Ride 
Lot located at the I-74/I-275 
Miamitown exit # 7, SR 128  
Note: This trip will be jointly 
conducted with the Cincinnati 
Bird Club

The fall migration of North 
American birds roughly occurs 
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Field Trips (continued from page 3)

from July through November. 
However different species or 
families of birds migrate at 
different times during this rather 
wide window of time. In terms 
of diversity of species September 
represents the peak month of the 
fall migration. The focus of this trip 
will be on three significant groups 
of birds that are at, or near, peak at 
this date. They are 1) neo-tropical 
passerines (especially warblers),  
2) raptors (especially Broad-winged 
Hawks, accipiter’s and Ospreys and 
3) shorebirds (sandpipers et. all). 

While these species may be found 
in many locations throughout our 
region, the Brookville Lake area 
can be an excellent place to find a 
diverse representation of all three 
groups at this season. Of course 
weather and water levels the day 
of our trip will play a large part in 
just how good the birding will be. 
But if conditions are favorable an 
outstanding day can be expected. 
Even if conditions are unfavorable 
we still expect to find a diversity of 
birds in this outstanding area. This 
field trip has become an annual 
event and never disappoints.

The plan is to start the day 
birding the woodland edges 
around Brookville Lake looking 
for warblers, vireos, flycatchers, 
grosbeaks, thrushes and many other 
songbirds. Around 10:30 a.m., as 
temperatures rise (and if it’s not 
raining) updrafts along the ridges 
of the Whitewater River valley 
will create thermals that are used 
by migrating hawks. We expect to 
see Ospreys, Broad-winged, Sharp-
shinned and Cooper’s Hawks as 

they move south. Peregrine Falcons 
and Merlin’s are possible and have 
been seen on past trips. Bald Eagles 
and other resident hawk species are 
also expected throughout the day. 
Towards mid-day we will check 
the north end of Brookville Lake, 
which can be an excellent place to 
find numbers of shorebirds, terns, 
herons and egrets if water levels are 
low enough to expose mudflats.

This trip will run well into the 
afternoon. We will caravan to the 
Brookville Lake area and then do 
some driving from spot to spot, 
interspersed with lots of stops and 
some easy walking. Bring your 
lunch and drinks. Restrooms are 
available. One important note; 
Indiana State Parks charge a daily 
per car entrance fee ($5 resident, $7 
non-resident). At this time of year 
there is about a 50/50 chance that 
there will not be a fee charged. 

Directions: We will meet at 8 a.m. 
at the park & ride lot, located at the 
I-74/I-275 Miamitown exit # 7 for 
SR 128. The Park & Ride is wedged 
between the exit ramp and the 
expressway. We will caravan from 
here to the Brookville area, about a 
25-minute drive. Contact Jack or Jay 
if you have any questions. 

Visit the Brookville Lake 
website at: www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2961.htm

For a map of the Brookville Lake 
area: www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/
files/brookville_trail.pdf

Visit the Whitewater Memorial State 
Park (at Brookville Lake) website at: 
www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2962.htm

Sunday, Oct. 9th 
8 a.m.

Theme: Herps (Reptiles & Amphibians) 
Location: Spring Valley Wildlife Area 
Leader: Ryan Jorgensen, (630) 333-
2631, jorgenrm@mail.uc.edu  
Meet: 8 a.m. in the main Parking lot at 
Spring Valley Wildlife Area.

The theme of this field trip is 
to find reptiles and amphibians 
or “herps” as many naturalists 
refer to them (from herpetology). 
This group of animals includes 
snakes, turtles, lizards (reptiles) 
and frogs, toads and salamanders 
(amphibians). Our chances of 
success are very good because our 
field trip leader, Ryan Jorgensen, 
is an expert herpetologist and 
avid naturalist. Ryan is about to 
complete his Masters degree in 
Biological Science at UC where 
he is specializing in herpetology. 
His research is on snakes and 
particularly their muscular activity 
during locomotion.

Ryan recently led a July ASO 
field trip to Spring Valley Wildlife 
Area (SVWA). Unfortunately that 
trip was conducted on a day when 
heat indices soared to 105 degrees. 
Because of that the trip was poorly 
attended by both people and herps. 
Heat won’t be an issue on this trip. 
Cool to mild temperatures should 
prevail on this autumnal morning 
walk and fall colors should be near 
peak. Ryan assures me that this 
date and these conditions are great 
for reptiles and amphibians. After 
cool night temperatures these cold-
blooded creatures become active as 
the day warms up seeking places to 
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sun and bask, making them much 
easier to find and see.

Many of us know SVWA as a great 
birding area but the varied habitats 
found in this 842 acre wildlife area 
are also perfect for reptiles and 
amphibians. The shallow lake with 
dense emergent vegetation, the 
extensive marsh, the shallow Little 
Miami River, the wooded riparian 
bottoms and hardwood hillsides and 
dense brushy edges all contribute to a 
perfect habitat for a diversity of herp 
species. Ryan is also an avid birder 

Ryan plans to spend the morning 
walking the loop trail investigating 
and probing all the hidden spots 
where our subjects may be hiding 
or basking. While there are never 
any guarantees, Ryan knows how 
to find herps so expectations are 
high. Ryan will most likely find 
several species of herps including 
snakes, skinks, turtles, frogs, toads 
and salamanders and believes that 
finding ten or more species is a 
reasonable goal. He may catch a 
few to boot. Ryan tells me October 
can be a particularly good month 
for snakes. SVWA is also famous as 
one of the few places in Ohio that 
the Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake 
is found. Ryan recently found one 
on one of his visits to SVWA.

This trip will consist totally of walking 
the loop trail around the marsh which 
is a little over two miles long. But 
walking will be leisurely and over 
flat terrain with lots of stops to view 
wildlife. Parts of the trails may be 
damp or wet, so waterproof footwear 
is advised. Binoculars will aid you in 
viewing wildlife and are also advised. 

Fall mornings can be quite cool before 
the day warms up so dress accordingly. 
To make your trip more comfortable 
we suggest bringing water. There are 
no restrooms available at SVWA, but 
there is plenty of privacy in the woods. 
Restrooms are available at “not so” 
nearby Caesar Creek State Park and 
Waynesville businesses. This trip is 
expected to end around noon. Come 
on out and join Ryan for what should 
prove to be a unique field trip on 
what should be a beautiful autumnal 
morning. If you have any questions feel 
free to contact Ryan.

Directions: To get to Spring Valley 
Wildlife Area from Cincinnati, 
take I-71 north from its intersection 
with I-275 for about 11 miles to SR 
48 (exit # 28, Lebanon). Go north 
on SR 48 for about 5.5 miles to US 
42. Turn right onto US 42 and go 
north for 12.6 miles (going past 
Waynesville/SR/73) to Roxanna 
New Burlington Road. There is 
a small SVWA sign before your 
turn. Turn right onto Roxanna New 
Burlington Road.  Cross the Little 
Miami River Bridge and go 1.5 
miles to Pence Jones Road and turn 
right. Follow Pence Jones Road for 
.7 mile to a T intersection. Turn 
right and follow this road .5 mile 
until it ends in the Spring Valley 
WA parking lot. Look for Ryan in 
the parking lot which should be 
pretty empty that time of day. From 
the intersection of I-275 and I-71 
allow at least 40 minutes.

The ODNR Spring Valley WA 
website (includes a map):  
www.wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/
springvalley 

Saturday, Oct. 15th 
8 a.m.

Theme: Mid-fall migration, 
especially sparrows 
Location: Miami Whitewater 
Wetlands (Shaker Trace) 
Leader: Ned Keller, (513) 349-3369, 
nedkeller49@gmail.com 
Meet: 8:30 a.m. at the Baughman 
Rd. parking lot

Late migrant passerines, late 
shorebirds, early waterfowl, raptors 
and early winter visitors are all 
possible on this trip to one of our 
area’s finest wetlands; the Shaker 
Trace at Miami Whitewater Forest. 
The focus of this trip however will 
be on sparrows. While most neo-
tropical migrants move through 
during September, the month 
of October sees the bulk of the 
sparrow passage. 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow, an 
otherwise extremely rare migrant 
through our area, has become an 
annual and regular migrant at the 
wetlands, and is seen fairly often 
here during the month of October. 
We have a good chance of finding 
one or two. Lincoln’s Sparrow 
is also expected at this time of 
the year and many of the winter 
sparrows should be in by then. A 
long shot, but the right habitat and 
the right time of the year, would be 
LeConte’s Sparrow. We can expect 
some surprises and a mixed bag 
on this trip. Sparrow ID can be a 
little tricky but our trip leader Ned 
Keller, an expert birder and the 
current President of our Audubon 
Society, will help us sort them out. 
The weather might prove to be the 

Field Trips (continued from page 4)
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star of this trip as mid-October has 
typically cool, crisp autumn days. 
Fall colors will be abundant and 
make a picturesque backdrop to 
what should be a pleasant  
morning walk. 

The trip will consist of level, 
moderate walking. However 
the trails through the wetlands 
are not paved and can be damp 
and muddy, so wear appropriate 
footwear. This trip should end 
around noon. If time permits, Ned 
may make a quick visit to nearby 
Fernald Preserve. If you expect to 
see birds binoculars are necessary. 
There are no restroom facilities at 

the Miami Whitewater wetlands, 
but they are available nearby in 
the main park area and at Fernald 
Preserve. A Hamilton County Park 
pass is required ($3.00 daily, $10.00 
annual) at Miami Whitewater for 
each vehicle.

Directions: We will meet at  
8:30 a.m. at the wetlands parking 
area on Baughman Road. From 
I-74, take the Dry Fork Road exit 
# 3, and turn right. Continue past 
West Rd, and stay on Dry Fork 
until it ends. Turn right onto New 
Haven Road. At the first stop sign, 
turn left onto Oxford Road, and 
then immediately left again onto 

Baughman Road. Go about .7 mile 
to the dirt parking area on the 
right side of the road, just past the 
bike trail crossing. Contact Ned to 
answer any of your questions.

Directions to Miami Whitewater 
as well as maps and other 
information can be found at 
the following website: www.
greatparks.org/parks/miami-
whitewater-forest

Field Trips (continued from page 5)

Nelson’s Sparrow. Photo by Wildreturn [CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
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2016 ASO Bird Course 
October 16th, 23rd & 30th

Hone your birding and identifi-
cation skills by registering for 
the 30th annual Audubon Bird-
ing Course. Our local Cincin-
nati Audubon Society Chapter 
(ASO) has been sponsoring this 
class since 1987. The three-week 
course will be held on three con-
secutive Sunday mornings. This 
year’s dates are; October 16th, 
October 23rd and October 30th. 
Father-son team Jay Stenger and 
Jack Stenger will again be this 
year’s instructors. Both Jay and 
Jack are well known and excep-
tionally knowledgeable birders. 
Jay has been an instructor for this 
course since its inception in 1987. 
The course is held at the Audubon 
House which is located in Groes-
beck at 3398 W. Galbraith Road, 
just a couple of minutes from the 

Cross County Highway.

Each class will begin at 8 a.m. 
with a casual class-room session, 
featuring a continental breakfast. 
The classroom sessions will be 
followed by a field trip to a local 
hot spot, usually wrapping up 
about 1 p.m. The locations will 
be determined by current birding 
conditions and the interests of 
the participants.

Through discussions, visual and 
audio presentations and field 
observations, the course will 
particularly focus on sharpen-
ing identification skills. But the 
course will offer much more than 
that. When, where and how to 
find birds in our area is also pri-
oritized. Other course topics will 
include migration, bird abun-
dance and distribution, habitat, 
conservation, local hotspots, and 

birding equipment and resources. 
The setting is informal and ques-
tions are encouraged. Jay and 
Jack also infuse a lot of fun, lev-
ity and enthusiasm throughout. 

This course is geared towards all 
birding levels. While mid-level 
birders will likely gain the most 
from this course, most birders, 
beginners and experienced alike, 
will find that this course will help 
hone their ID skills and add to 
their knowledge of local birds. 
Over 400 area birders have taken 
this course over the years and 
have found it entertaining and 
informative. The course is open to 
everyone, including older kids if 
accompanied by an adult. Binocu-
lars are required and a field guide 
will be useful to refer to in class 
and in the field. If you do not have 
a pair of binoculars the ASO can 
lend you a pair during the course.

Advance registration is re-
quired. Course fees are $15 for 
ASO members and $30 for non-
members which include a year’s 
membership in ASO. The course 
will be limited to a maximum of 
25 participants. To register, please 
send your check payable to ASO 
to: ASO Bird Course, Audubon 
House, 3398 W. Galbraith Road, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239. If you 
have any questions call the Audu-
bon House at 741-SWAN or email 
Jay Stenger at  
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com.

Education

September: No program scheduled

October: Reptile, Snake Identification
Speaker: Ryan Jorgensen
Location: The Winton Centre,  
Valley View Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45218
Date: Monday, October 17, 2016
Time: 7 p.m.

Programs
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