
 

Mountains region, Zapata 
Peninsula, and portions of 
Cuba’s Atlantic coast. In 
addition to birds, their trip 
should also cover some 
historical and cultural as-
pects of Cuba as well.  So 
be sure to join us for this 
unique look at Caribbean 
bird life that few Ameri-
cans have had a chance to 
experience! 
~Brian Wulker 
   Programs 

Date: Thursday, March 
16, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

Location: Sharon Cen-
tre in Sharon Woods 

Speaker: Randy Rogers 

Randy Rogers will present 
our March program on the 
recent Ohio Ornithological 
Society’s trip to Cuba this 
winter.  In fact, at the writ-
ing of this newsletter, the 
OOS and Randy are still in 
Cuba!  Randy is a Colum-

bus area birder, Ohio Uni-
versity graduate and has 
been active in OOS leader-
ship for several years. He 
currently serves as the vice 
president. While many of 
the approximately 370 spe-
cies found in Cuba can also 
be found in the US or other 
parts of the Caribbean, 
there are 27 endemic spe-
cies to the island. The trip 
itinerary included time 
spent in the Western 

Program: Ohio Ornithological       

Society Cuba trip 
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Field trip: East Fork State Park 

long time ASO advocate 
and current board  member 
and newsletter editor of 
the Cincinnati Bird Club. 
Many of you know Bill who 
has led many field trips for 
several local conservation 
organizations over the 

years. While East Fork 

State Park is a well 

(Continued on page 2) 

Theme: Waterfowl & 
Early Spring Migration 

Location: East Fork 
State Park 

Time & Date: 8:00 A.M. 
Saturday, March 25, 
2017 

Meet:  At the East Fork 
Water Craft Office 
parking lot (see the di-
rections below) 

Leader: Bill Stanley 
(513) 324-2796 
tyrannus58@gmail.com  

 

This field trip will focus on 
early spring migration and 
particularly waterfowl. 
Our trip leader, Bill 
Stanley, is a skilled and 
veteran birder and experi-
enced naturalist. Bill is a 

https://goo.gl/maps/FdCBm5iJKHB2
https://goo.gl/maps/FdCBm5iJKHB2
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatibirdclub
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatibirdclub
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatibirdclub
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatibirdclub
mailto:tyrannus58@gmail.com
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song birds should still be around and 
several species of early migrant song-
birds such as Rusty Blackbirds and 
Brown Thrasher can also be expected. 
Signs of spring should be everywhere 
and Bill will not ignore the other wild-
life we are certain to see. 

Bill plans to cover the swimming 
beach, the dam area and several other 
locations on the south side of the park 
and lake. Bill will center on the lake 
but also plans to bird other habitats in 
the Park. This will entail driving to 
various locations around the park inter-
spersed with several short walks and 
lakeside viewing. While we may walk a 
bit, it will be moderate and at a lei-
surely pace over mostly level ground 
and roadsides. Bill expects to stay at it 
until noon, but if birding is good the 
trip could last a bit longer. Restrooms 
are available in the park. Late March 
can still be very cold, especially when 
standing in a wind next to a lake, so 
dress accordingly. If you expect to see 
birds well, binoculars are essential. 
Scopes make the difference when view-

known birding destination in the 
Greater Cincinnati area, few people 
know the area as well as Bill does. East 
Fork happens to be Bill’s “local patch” 
as he virtually lives right next door to 
this large 4,870 acre State Park which 
is located in Clermont County, Ohio. 

So why not shake off some cabin fever 
and come out and join Bill for what 
should prove to be a great day afield. 
Waterfowl should still be near peak. 
The parks 2,100 acre Harsha Lake is a 
proven magnet for a great diversity of 
waterfowl and water birds and has a 
well earned reputation for turning up 
rarities. A diversity of waterfowl 
(ducks, geese and swans) should be 
seen as should loons, grebes, gulls and 
other water related species. Several 
species of raptors should be seen, in-
cluding Bald Eagles. The local breeding 
eagles should be on nests by now but 
migrant eagles should also be around. 
Many resident species and late winter 

(Continued from page 1) ing waterfowl on a lake so if you have 
one, bring it. If you don’t have a scope 
Bill and other birders will be more 
than glad to share looks through theirs. 
Packing something to drink and a snack 
is always a good idea. If you have any 
questions feel free to contact Bill. 

Directions: We will meet at the wa-
tercraft office on the south side of East 
Fork State Park. To get there, enter 
the park from the south side as if you 
were heading toward the beach. The 
park office will be on the right. To get 
to the south side entrance to East Fork 
SP from I-275 take exit # 65, SR 125 
(Beechmont Ave./Ohio Pike) and go 
east about 9 miles to the junction of 
Rt. 222. Turn left onto Bantam Rd. 
(opposite Rt. 222) and follow the signs 
to the park entrance. 

Visit the East Fork State Park website 
for a Park map and other info at: 

http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/eastfork 

 
(Contributed by Jay Stenger) 

Field Trip: Brookville Lake Waterfowl Auto Tour Cincinnati Bird 

Club and The Audubon Society Of Ohio (Cincinnati) 

trip will be Waterfowl of the Brook-
ville Lake Region  

Important Note:  Indiana State Parks 
charges a daily per car entrance fee ($5 
resident, $7 non-resident). At this time 
of year there are usually no attendants 
on duty, but we cannot be sure of 
that.  

Our trip leaders Jay and Jack Stenger 
plan to visit several spots around the 
Brookville Lake Region, and if time 
permits, make the short hop over to 
Hueston Woods to take a quick look 
around Acton Lake before returning 
home. These locations are hotspots and 
are excellent for attracting waterfowl 
and water birds at this season. We will 

Sunday, March 26, 8:00 a.m.  

Meet at the Miamitown Park & 
Ride at I-275 Exit # 7, at SR 128 
marked "Cleves-Hamilton." This 
is the first exit just west of the 
Great Miami River at Miami-
town. 

Leaders: Jay Stenger 
(513) 522-8147 
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com  

Jack Stenger,  
(513) 503-3389 
jackstenger@gmail.com  

Note: This field trip will be conducted 
jointly with The Audubon Society Of 
Ohio (Cincinnati): The focus of this 

meet at 8:00 a.m., and will caravan 
from the Park & Ride to the Brookville 
area, about a 30-minute drive. The 
rural countryside surrounding Brook-
ville and Acton Lakes has diverse habi-
tats so we expect to find a great variety 
of species along the way. A good num-
ber of species of Anatidae (ducks, 
geese, and swans) is likely. We also 
expect to find grebes, gulls, Sandhill 
Cranes, eagles, other raptors, and 
songbirds, including early spring mi-
grants and lingering winter visitors. Jay 
and his son Jack are exceptionally 
skilled birders and have high expecta-
tions for this trip. Because Brookville 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/eastfork
tel:(513)%20522-8147
mailto:jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
tel:(513)%20503-3389
mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
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Field trip notes: Muscatatuck National Wildlife   

RefugE and ewing Bottoms 

was an adult further away in the field 
next to a wood lot.  We moved down 
to get a closer look and were able to 
watch the larger white adult Whooper 
interact with the Sandhills.  We kept a 
good distance as to not disturb the 
birds, but while we watched, the adult 
Whooping and a couple of Sandhill 
Cranes took to the air.   Watching these 
three birds fly together was a wonder-
ful sight and as I watched I thought 
about what great days the Cincinnati 
Bird Club field trips always are.  We get 
to spend time with friends who share 
the same passion as we do and we al-
ways find birds.   
After watching the Cranes, we made 
our way around Ewing Bottoms to see 
what else we could find.  We happened 
upon a very light Red-tailed Hawk.  
The head was white and tail was very 
light with a red tint.  Under the wings 
and breast were white with a black 
mark on the leading edge of the wings 
and thin dark belly band.  The back was 
mostly dark.  At the time we thought 
that it was a Krider's Red-tail, but Jack 
Stenger went home and did some re-
search and said that it might be 
Krider's or a light adult Harlan's Red-
tail.  Who knew that a light Adult 
Harlan's existed?  This Red-tail was a 
very interesting bird and generated a 
lot of discussion. 

On February 11, 2017, seventeen bird-
ers from the Cincinnati Bird Club  
joined Darlena Graham for a trip to 
Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge 
and Ewing Bottoms in Indiana.  What 
started as a beautiful day went on to be 
a fantastic bird trip for everyone.  Our 
first stop was Muscatatuck where we 
found many Sandhill Cranes.  In addi-
tion to the cranes, there were lots of 
Canada Geese, some ducks, Bald Eagles 
and plenty of hawks and song birds.  
While we were at Muscatatuck, we 
heard reports of Cranes at Ewing Bot-
toms so we decided to head there. At 
Ewing Bottoms the fields were full of 
Sandhills.  It didn't take long for the 
group to notice a dirty white crane in 
the group.  Upon investigation with a 
scope we saw that the bird was a juve-
nile Whooping Crane.  The Whooping 
Crane is one of the rarest birds in 
North America with an experimental 
population being reintroduced in the 
east.  If you want to learn more about 
the Whooping Cranes and what we 
(through government programs) are 
doing to insure their future survival as 
a species go to https://www.fws.gov/
midwest/whoopingcrane. 
Watching the juvenile as it picked 
through the corn stubble to find mor-
sels to eat was a great experience, but 
then someone announced that there 

 
Thanks Darlena for another great trip 
to Indiana. 
 
ebird lists for the field trip can be 
found here: 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S34316342 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S34316352 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S34316357 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S34316358 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S34316368 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S34316371 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S34316374 

Number of Species  52 
Number of Individuals  7,611 
Number of Checklists  7 

Species Name  Species Count 

Canada Goose   300 
Gadwall   10 
American Wigeon  1 
Mallard    41 
Northern Shoveler  11 
Ring-necked Duck  5 
Wild Turkey   6 
Black Vulture   10 

(Continued on page 4) 

mid to late afternoon, but of course 
you can leave at any time you like. 
Bring your lunch and drinks. It always 
seems colder around large lakes so 
dress accordingly. If you have a scope it 
will prove useful. Restrooms will be 
available. Email Jay or Jack if you have 
any questions. For information on 
some of the sites we plan to visit, 
check out the Brookville Lake website 

Lake is so large this field trip will be an 
auto-tour type, which will consist of 
driving from spot to spot interspersed 
with a few short, easy walks. While the 
trip duration is long and does entail 
considerable driving, the rewards, in 
terms of what we see, always make it 
worth the effort. The trip will run into 

(Continued from page 2) at: http://www.in.gov/dnr/ park-
lake/2961.htm as well as the White-
water Memorial State Park (at Brook-
ville Lake) website at: http://
www.in.gov/dnr/ parklake/2962.htm 

~Mike Busam 
   Field Trips 
 

https://www.fws.gov/midwest/whoopingcrane
https://www.fws.gov/midwest/whoopingcrane
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316342
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316342
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316352
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316352
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316357
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316357
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316358
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316358
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316368
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316368
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316371
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316371
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316374
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34316374
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2961.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2961.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2962.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2962.htm
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Northern Flicker  1 
Pileated Woodpecker  1 
American Kestrel  2 
Blue Jay    9 
American Crow   15 
Horned Lark   9 
Carolina Chickadee  7 
Tufted Titmouse  5 
White-breasted Nuthatch 5 
Brown Creeper   1 
Winter Wren   1 
Carolina Wren   8 
Eastern Bluebird  2 
American Robin   2 
Northern Mockingbird  1 
European Starling  1 

Turkey Vulture   2 
Northern Harrier  2 
Bald Eagle   5 
Red-shouldered Hawk  1 
Red-tailed Hawk  3 
Sandhill Crane   6,845 
Whooping Crane  2 
Killdeer    7 
Ring-billed Gull   100 
Rock Pigeon   70 
Mourning Dove   30 
Red-headed Woodpecker 3 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 8 
Downy Woodpecker  2 

(Continued from page 3) Yellow-rumped Warbler 5 
Dark-eyed Junco  1 
White-crowned Sparrow 10 
White-throated Sparrow  1 
Song Sparrow   7 
Swamp Sparrow   2 
Eastern Towhee   3 
Northern Cardinal  27 
Red-winged Blackbird  4 
Eastern Meadowlark  1 
Common Grackle  1 
House Finch   6 
Purple Finch   1 
American Goldfinch  8 

Whooping and Sandhill Cranes and Krider’s/light Harlan’s at Ewing Bottoms.       Photos by Karen Noel   
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Birding Calendar 

 March 11...Cincinnati Nature 
Center Bird Walk.  Meet 
8:00am CNC 

 March 16...Program, Birding 
Cuba 

 March 19...Field Trip Oxbow 
Inc. Meet 8:00am Oxbow 

 March 25...Field Trip: Cincin-
nati Bird Club/Ohio Audubon. 
East Fork State Park 

 March 25...Cincinnati Nature 
Center Bird Walk. Meet 
8:00am CNC 

 March 26...Field Trip: Cincin-
nati Bird Club/Ohio Audubon. 
Brookville Lake 

 March 26...Raptor Inc. Open 
House 

  

MARCH 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Patch and Yard Birds 

Red-bellied Woodpecker, Ring-
billed Gull and Tufted Titmouse. 

Photos by Bob Ireton 

http://www.cincynature.org/events-and-programs/programs-3/
http://www.oxbowinc.org/programs.html
http://www.cincynature.org/events-and-programs/programs-3/
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February quiz bird answer 

this rump pattern. How then, can we 
identify these geese if we cannot see 
the face or belly clearly? The answer 
lies in the secondary coverts, which are 
white in GWFG. Canada Geese have a 
homogenous dark upper wing. GWFG 
are different: they have black prima-
ries, brownish lesser coverts, and a 
white line running in-between. Also, 
the central shaft of their black outer 
primaries is bright white. On flying 
birds this forms a white line running 
down the mid-line of their upperwing. 
Although this may seem like an incon-
spicuous field mark, this white flash 
can be seen a mile away and in poor 
light 

I took this picture at Ewing Bottoms, 
Jackson County, Indiana on January 
27, 2017. On that day, Brian Wulker 
and I counted 990 Greater white-
fronted Geese, 20,000 Snow Geese, 
and 4 Ross’s Geese (a comical under-
count, but it’s hard to pick out little 
geese out of a cloud of white static). 
We also counted 16,200 Sandhill 

The winter of 2016-2017 was unprece-
dented for seeing migratory geese in 
our region. It began in late October, 
when a surprising movement of 
Greater White-fronted Geese 
(GWFG) passed through the Ohio 
River drainage. At least two flocks of 
60+ birds set record high-counts for 
Hamilton County. Then, in mid-
January, a spectacular pulse of white 
geese and GWFG moved through the 
region. On January, 18th I saw 510 
Snow Geese and 54 GWFG in the 
flooded Great Miami River bottoms on 
the Ohio-Indiana state line. And this 
was just a drop in the bucket compared 
to what occurred  just 70 miles further 
west, which I will discuss below. 
Ross’s Geese and Cackling Geese have 
been prevalent as well. Ross’s Geese 
have been seen in more than 10 differ-
ent locations in the greater Cincinnati 
area throughout the winter and Brian 
Wulker found 26 Cackling Geese at 
Fernald Preserve on January 15th!  
Given this historic occurrence, I fig-
ured it was appropriate to celebrate 
with a goose quiz. 

Let’s start with the two birds in the 
bottom left that aren’t geese. No 
plumage details are visible, but the 
birds’ dangling legs are almost as long 
as their bowed wings. This is the classic 
parachuting behavior of Sandhill 
Cranes.  Instead of gradually lowering 
their flight altitude like a heron or 
shorebird would, cranes circle their 
landing zone and drop vertically down 
with their wings billowed out and their 
gangly lags splayed. One down. 

The rest of the birds are geese; they 
have long necks, short legs, and a U-
shaped white rump patch reminiscent 
of Canada Goose. But GWFG also has 

Cranes, which are scattered every-
where in the bottoms, making it hard 
to take a picture of a goose without a 
crane photo-bombing it. Typically, 
large flocks of  geese like this stick 
closer to the Mississippi River, but this 
year they occurred further east for 
some reason. Who knows if that’s the 
new normal or an anomaly?  Two 
weeks later we had a Bird Club trip to 
Ewing Bottoms and all the geese had 
moved on, but 2 Whooping Cranes 
had moved in. Hard to complain. Con-
gratulations to Bill Hutchison and Bill 
Stanley for their correct responses.  

~Jack Stenger  
   President 

Another great quiz bird photo by Jack Stenger 
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March Quiz bird Rules 

 Rules: Anybody is welcome and all 
are encouraged to participate. How-
ever, only paying members (it’s only 
$12 per year) are eligible for prizes 
and unadulterated bragging rights. To 
participate send your answers to me 
(jackstenger@gmail.com) by  March 
25.   

All responses must be the official 

common English names used by the 
American Ornithologists’ Union 
check-list (Link). This means they 
must be correctly spelled, capitalized, 
and hyphenated or else they are 
counted as wrong. Mind your plovers 
and quails. Also include any com-
ments you have about the quiz bird, 
such as how you arrived at your ID, 

or how you felt about the picture. 
Venting is welcome. Any bird that is 
on the state list for Ohio, Indiana, or 
Kentucky is fair game. Whoever has 
the highest number of correct an-
swers by the end of the Bird Club 
season (May) “wins.” Any public dis-
cussion of quiz birds will result in a 
trap door opening up beneath the 
violator.  

Prize: To be determined.  

Answers: I will post the answer with 
a brief analysis in the next Bird Club 
newsletter. This will include a list of 
all those who guessed correctly. 
Don’t worry, wrong guesses will not 
be published, so fire away: it’s better 
to get a CBC quiz wrong than to have 
never participated. I think Alexander 
Wilson said that.               

~Jack Stenger  
   President 

March Quiz Bird.  Good luck. 

Patch and Yard Birds 

Carolina Chickadee and Eastern Bluebird 

Photos by Bob Ireton 

mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
http://checklist.aou.org/taxa/
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Patch and Yard Birds 

Your photos can appear in the Passenger Pigeon too.  If you have bird photos that you want to share send them to the 
Passenger Pigeon Editor at tyrannus58@gmail.com 

Golden-crowned Kinglet, White-breasted Nuthatch and 
Purple Finch at the Cincinnati Nature Center. Brown 
Creeper at Kroger Hills, American Tree Sparrow at Arm-
leder and Hooded Mergansers and Common Goldeneye at  
Lake Isabella.  Photos by Dennis Meyers. 

The snow on March 4 
attracted the birds to 
Bob and Linda’s feeder.  
Northern Cardinals, 
Dark-eyed Junco and 
Tufted Titmouse.      
Photos by Bob Ireton. 
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!  

 CINCINNATI BIRD CLUB 
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Bird Club Membership  
Name _________________________________________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________________________________  

Phone _________________________________________________________________________  

Email __________________________________________________________________  

 

_____Individual $12.00 ______Family $15.00 ______Student (under 18) FREE  

Make your check payable to Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to our Treasurer:  

Lois Shadix (lcshadix@fuse.net), 2928 Saddleback Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244  

 

 

 

 

2016-2017 DUES:  

IF YOU HAVEN’T SENT 

IN YOUR DUES YET 

FOR THE SEPTEMBER 

2016 - MAY 2017 

BIRDING SEASON, 
PLEASE FILL OUT THE 

FORM AND MAIL IT IN 

ALONG WITH YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
mailto:bdwulker@gmail.com
mailto:lcshadix@fuse.net
mailto:mbusam@gmail.com
mailto:tyrannus58@gmail.com
mailto:j_stewart@cinci.rr.com
http://cincinnatiaudubon.org/otherorg/cincinnati-bird-club/
http://cincinnatiaudubon.org/otherorg/cincinnati-bird-club/
mailto:lcshadix@fuse.net

