
 

 

Hone your birding and 
identification skills by reg-
istering for the 29th annual 
Audubon Birding Course. 
Our local Cincinnati Audu-
bon Society Chapter (ASO) 
has been sponsoring this 
class since 1987. The three-
week course will be held on 
three consecutive Sunday 
mornings: September 27th, 
October 4th and October 
11th. Father-son team Jay 
Stenger and Jack Stenger 
will again be this year’s 
instructors. Both Jay and 
Jack are well known and 
exceptionally knowledgea-
ble birders. Jay has been an 
instructor for this course 
since its inception in 1987. 
The course is held at the 
Audubon House which is 
located in Groesbeck at 
3398 W. Galbraith Road, 
just a couple of minutes 
from the Cross County 
Highway.  

Each class will begin at 8 
AM. with a casual class-
room session, featuring a 
continental breakfast. The 
classroom sessions will be 
followed by a field trip to a 
local hot spot, usually 
wrapping up about 1 PM. 
The locations will be deter-
mined by current birding 
conditions and the interests 
of the participants. 

Through discussions, visual 
and audio presentations and 
field observations, the 
course will particularly 
focus on sharpening identi-

fication skills. But the 
course will offer much 
more than that. When, 
where and how to find 
birds in our area is also 
prioritized. Other course 
topics will include migra-
tion, bird abundance and 
distribution, habitat, con-
servation, local hotspots, 
and birding equipment and 
resources. The setting is 
informal and questions are 
encouraged. Jay and Jack 
also infuse a lot of fun, 
levity and enthusiasm 
throughout. 

This course is geared to-
wards all birding levels. 
While mid-level birders 
will likely gain the most 
from this course, most bird-
ers, beginners and experi-
enced alike, will find that 
this course will help hone 
their ID skills and add to 
their knowledge of local 
birds. Over 350 area bird-
ers have taken this course 
over the years and have 
found it entertaining and 
informative. The course is 
open to everyone, including 
older kids if accompanied 
by an adult. Binoculars are 
required and a field guide 
will be useful to refer to in 
class and in the field. If you 
do not have a pair of binoc-
ulars the ASO can lend you 
a pair during the course. 

Advance registration is 
required. Course fees are 
$15 for ASO members and 
$30 for non-members 

which includes a year’s 
membership in ASO. The 
course will be limited to a 
maximum of 25 partici-
pants. To register, please 
send your check payable to 
ASO to: ASO Bird Course, 
Audubon House, 3398 W. 
Galbraith Road, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45239. If you have 
any questions call the 
Audubon House at 741-
SWAN or email Jay Sten-
ger at 
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com. 

 

Contributed by Jay Stenger 

2015 ASO Bird Course  

Upcoming ASO events: 

 September 21: Brian Jorg will present a 
program on the new Zoo property in War-
ren County  

 September 27: ASO picnic, see Page 2 

 October 19: RAPTOR, Inc., program with 
live birds 

 November 16: Mark Shieldcastle from 
Black Swamp Bird Observatory will present 
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Southbound short-billed 
dowitchers arrive in Ohio 
by late June. 
Courtesy Lana Hays 

mailto:jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
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We traditionally do not have monthly 
programs during the summer. So, there 
will not be a program in either July or 
August. For the fall, we expect to have 
Brian Jorg doing a program on the new 
Zoo property in Warren County on Sep-

tember 21; RAPTOR, Inc. presenting a 
program on raptors, with live birds, on 
October 19; and Mark Shieldcastle, from 
Black Swamp Bird Observatory, doing a 
program on recent research on November 
16. Watch for more details in the next 

issue of the Chat; but for now, mark the 
dates on your calendar so you don’t miss 
these great programs. 
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Programs (Contributed by Ned Keller) 

T H E CH AT  

I’ve been asked to write a periodic col-
umn for the Chat, so here goes. Before 
saying anything else, I just want to thank 
my predecessor, Rick Lisi, for his years 
of service to the Audubon Society of 
Ohio. Besides serving as president, he has 
helped out as a board member, trip lead-
er, photographer, repairman at our build-
ing, and in so many other ways. He has 
been the person who was most responsi-
ble for the revitalization of ASO. 

To introduce myself, I’ve been a birder 
for close to 40 years, and in recent years 
have been trying to broaden my interests 
to include plants, butterflies, and all the 
rest of nature. I’ve served on the boards 
of several other local conservation 
groups, including Oxbow, Inc., RAP-
TOR, Inc., the Cincinnati Bird Club, 
Western Wildlife Corridor, and a couple 
of earlier stints as a board member of 
ASO.  

We currently find ourselves in a critical 
period for the environment. Between 
climate change, increasing human popu-

lation and the increasing land develop-
ment that goes with it, and spreading 
invasive species such as the emerald ash 
borer and innumerable plant and other 
species, our native flora and fauna are 
under unprecedented stress. Some are 
saying that we are in the midst of a major 
extinction event on the order of the one 
which saw the demise of the dinosaurs. 
Whether things turn out to be that bad 
remains to be seen, but there is no doubt 
that we – human beings – have caused 
enormous degradation of the environ-
ment. 

On the other hand, we – human beings – 
have done much to begin to repair the 
damage we have done. There have been 
success stories like the return of the bald 
eagle, and our air and water are certainly 
cleaner than they were a generation ago. 
Whether the successes outweigh the fail-
ures in the future is up to us. 

I hope to continue to grow our local 
Audubon chapter as a force in the local 
conservation movement. To that end, 

we’ll continue to foster an appreciation of 
the natural world through programs and 
field trips, and we’ll also keep you in-
formed of how you can help to protect the 
natural world on the local level. 

President’s Corner (Contributed by Ned Keller) 

Hot and humid weather is not the favorite 
part of my summer existence. It does, 
however give me time, while cooling off, 
to take a hard look at the calendar events 
ahead.  

Today’s falling relief in the form of cool-
ing rain is welcome. Speaking of fall and 
calendars, it is also a time to look forward 
to our second annual autumn Audubon 
picnic.  

Please make plans to join us for a day of 
birding, butterfly walks, boating, sitting 
or whatever your passion. Join us at our 
ASO picnic in the heart of the beautiful 
Miami Whitewater Forest. Do join us and 
share your travel stories and "selfies" 
with the rest of us and your Audubon 

Society of Ohio Board. 

The High Plains pavilion is available for 
your use all day Sunday, September 
27th, until twilight closing. We will serve 
food from 4 to 6 P.M. 

So that we know how much to bring, 
please RSVP to Rick Lisi at 
ricklisi@fuse.net.  

Bring the family for a happy time. We 
will supply picnic-style foods and soft 
beverages but, the addition of your favor-
ite dish or desert for sharing would not 
hurt, unless overeaten! 

Then, take a stroll over and walk the path 
of trees planted in honor of those who 
have made a difference in our education 

and conservation of the Tri-State such as 
Ron Austing. Join us to honor this 
year’s recipients Art and Jinny Wiseman 
on the tree path in the Audubon Grove at 
High Plains. 

There is ample parking; however, the 
restroom is located down the road and not 
on site. You will need to have your Park 
District auto permit sticker ($3 daily or 
$10 annual) attached to your front win-
dow. 

ASO Picnic (Contributed by Rick Lisi) 

Ned Keller. 
Courtesy Jim McCormac 

mailto:ricklisi@fuse.net
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Hamilton County Butterfly 
Count    

 
Location: Various Hamilton County 
Sites  

Date: Sunday, July 12, 2015  

Meet: 8:30 AM Miami Whitewater 
Visitor Center  
(See directions below)  

Count Compiler: Bob Nuhn 
(513) 479-8941  
bobnuhn421@gmail.com  

Audubon Leader: Ned Keller  
(513) 349-3369  
nedkeller49@gmail.com  
  

ASO will participate in the Hamilton 
County Butterfly Count on Sunday, July 
12. A butterfly count is similar to a 
Christmas bird count, with a couple of 
important exceptions. First, it’s held in 
July, not at Christmas. Second, we count 
butterflies, not birds. Otherwise, the idea 
is quite similar. We will divide into 
groups and spread out over a 15-mile 
diameter circle to census all the butter-
flies that we can find. People with all 
levels of experience can participate as 
you can join a group which will be led by 
experts. 

We will meet at the Miami Whitewater 
visitor center on Sunday, July 12, at 8:30 
AM. There will be mounted butterflies to 
examine while we set up groups which 
will depart for the field by 9:30 AM. You 
are welcome to spend the entire day or 
leave whenever you like. There is no 
charge but a Park District auto sticker is 
required ($3 daily or $10 annual). 

Butterfly counts are sponsored by the 
North American Butterfly Association, 
whose website is  here. Our local compil-
er is Bob Nuhn who can be reached at 
bobnuhn421@gmail.com, at his home 
phone, 513-742-3705, prior to the day of 
the count or on his cell phone, 513-479-
8941, on the day of the count. 

For directions and other Miami White-
water park info visit their website. 

 

 

 

 

Prairie Wildflowers in Bloom  

 
Location: Shaker Trace Grassland and 
Nursery at Miami Whitewater Forest    

Date: Saturday, July 25, 2015  

Meet: 9 AM Shaker Trace Nursery 
located at 8667 New Haven Road 
(See directions below)  

Leader: Tom Borgman 
(513) 473-7696  
tborgman@greatparks.org  

The focus of this trip will be prairie wild-
flowers and wetland plants. In 1992, 
Great Parks, aka the Hamilton County 
Park District, began a native prairie and 
wetland restoration project of several 
hundred acres at Miami Whitewater For-
est.  The project has been a great success 
and today over 500 acres of a native 
grassland and wetland community is pre-
served. Often referred to as the Miami 
Whitewater wetlands, the entire complex 
is officially named Shaker Trace and 
represents the largest wetland/grassland 
complex in Hamilton County. Late sum-
mer is a great time to see these prairie 
plants in bloom in a stunning array of 
colors. Identifying all of these plants can 
be a challenge even for the experienced 
amateur botanist, but our ace in the hole 
for this trip is skilled naturalist Tom 
Borgman. 

Tom, who is the Great Parks Natural 
Resources Manager, literally knows 
Shaker Trace inside and out. Tom has 
been hands-on involved in the restoration 
project from the beginning in 1992. We 
will begin our field trip at the Shaker 
Trace Nursery on New Haven Road 
where the seeds for the restoration project 
are propagated. The nursery, which also 
began in 1992, is now the largest public-
ly-held native seed nursery in Ohio. It 
also features aquaculture ponds for rais-
ing fish. Tom will lead us on a tour of the 
nursery where we will see firsthand 
where seeds are grown, harvested, pro-
cessed and stored for land restoration 
within the parks. We will see lots of wild-
flowers, butterflies and eastern bluebirds 
as Tom walks us through the beds and 
explains how the operation works. Tom 
will then caravan over to Shaker Trace 
for a guided walk through the wetland 
and grassland complex where we will see 
an array of blooming prairie and wetland 
plants. Since Tom is a naturalist he will 

be sure to point out butterflies, birds and 
other fauna we come across. So come out 
and join Tom for what should be a lei-
surely walk through this fantastic natural 
area. 

This trip will end around noon. Walking 
will be slow and level but we will be on 
our feet for 3 to 4 hours. Some places are 
likely to be damp as we will at times 
walk along a marsh. To make your trip 
more comfortable we suggest bringing 
water, sun screen, insect repellant and if 
you have any, binoculars. Restrooms are 
available in other areas of the park but 
there are none at Shaker Trace. A Hamil-
ton County Park motor vehicle permit is 
required ($3 daily, $10 annual). Feel free 
to contact Tom if you have any questions. 

Directions: Take I-74 west to the Dry 
Fork Road, exit #3. Turn right onto Dry 
Fork Road (north) and go 2.2 miles to 
New Haven Road. Bear right (east) onto 
New Haven Road and go 1.5 miles to the 
Shaker Trace Nursery (8667 New Haven 
Road) on your right.  

For a park map and other information 
visit the Miami Whitewater Forest 
website.  

 
 

Little Miami River Fishes Part 
Deux, Plan B 

 
Location: Bass Island (Hamilton Coun-
ty Parks property along the Little Mi-
ami River) 

Date: Sunday, August 16, 2015  

Meet: 10:30 AM Bass Island parking 
lot (See directions below)  

Leader: Bill Zimmerman  
(513) 708-8117  
wtvz@fuse.net  

Leader: Joshua Eastlake  
joshua.eastlake@gmail.com 

Leader: Brian Wulker  
(513) 405-8373  
bdwulker@gmail.com  

Back by popular demand, we are able to 
schedule a summer version of a unique 
field trip that we first did last fall on 

Continued next page 
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Field Trips (Contributed by Jay Stenger & Ned Keller) 
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September 27, 2014. Thanks to Bill Zim-
merman, Joshua Eastlake and Brian 
Wulker for putting together that awesome 
trip. Sixteen people attended that field 
trip and our trip leaders outdid them-
selves by catching 16 different species of 
fishes that they placed in temporary 
aquariums so the trip participants could 
get good looks and take great pictures. 
Bill told me then that he would like to do 
a summer version of the same trip, one 
reason being that many of the species 
have more vibrant colors at that time of 
the year. This trip was originally sched-
uled for Sunday, June 21, but heavy rains 
and high water forced us to cancel the 
trip. We are more than happy that these 
guys are going to give this another shot.  

Aside from anglers fish don’t get a lot of 
attention in this region and, even anglers, 
pay little attention to the small fishes 
found in our local rivers and streams (the 
subject of this field trip). And it doesn’t 
take a doctorial degree to realize the rea-
son for that; it’s just hard to see them 
down in their watery world. So what do 
you do if you want to study them? You 
catch ‘em! And that’s exactly what are 
trip leaders are going to do on this field 
trip, which not only sounds really inter-
esting, but also sounds like a lot of fun. 

Our trip leaders, Bill Zimmerman, Joshua 
Eastlake and Brian Wulker all have ex-
tensive interests in nature and are very 
knowledgeable and skilled on a number 
of subjects (birds, insects etc.). But they 
are also fish enthusiasts, from the largest 
to the smallest species, and are into fish 
identification the way many of us are into 
bird identification. On this field trip they 
are going to show us how they do it. The 
species they are after include a variety of 
minnows, chubs, darters, madtoms, sun-
fishes, shiners, dace, stonerollers, suckers 
and the fry of larger species. They also 
invariably catch a few other aquatic spe-
cies along the way such as reptiles, am-
phibians, crayfish, hellgrammites and 
other invertebrates. 

The location for this is Bass Island, a 
Hamilton County Park property situated 
along the southeast bank of the Little 
Miami River just below the Newtown 
Bridge (at US 50). The Little Miami Riv-
er is very shallow here and has extensive 
exposed sand and gravel bars that extend 
into the river. Bill, Josh and Brian will set 
up shop here and their equipment will 
consist of an assortment of dip nets, sein-
ing nets, buckets and a couple of display 

tanks to, as Bill told me, “to be sure eve-
ryone can get a good look at whatever we 
find.” Our leaders will know what every-
thing is, but a field guide to fishes will be 
at hand as well. Bill told me he expects 
that we will find at least ten different 
species of fish, probably more, as well as 
aquatic invertebrates and some reptiles 
and amphibians to boot. 

Folks should wear clothes that they can 
wade in and some old tennis shoes or 
water shoes. Bill says sandals tend to fill 
up with gravel pretty quick. Supervised 
kids are welcome and encouraged. A fair 
warning here; there could be some slip-
pery algae covered rocks in the water and 
a slippery spot or two along the banks 
down to the river. The trip is planned for 
at least two hours and Bill says they will 
probably stay longer if folks want to. The 
site is convenient. Bass Island is also a 
trailhead for the Loveland bike trail and 
there is a sizable parking lot about 200 
yards from the river. But it’s a popular 
spot and the lot does get crowded at 
times. There are restroom facilities at the 
parking lot. Because it is a HCPD proper-
ty a motor vehicle permit is required on 
each vehicle ($3 daily, $10 annual). Bill 
says there is a nearby spot up river that 
might be a better location, but if our lead-
ers do choose to change locations, we 
will still meet at the Bass Island parking 
lot at 10:30 AM.  

So come and join us for what should be 
an entertaining field trip at a pleasant 
time of the year, learn about our native 
fishes, take some pictures of the speci-
mens captured before they are released 
and have some fun while you’re at it. 
Feel free to contact Bill, Josh or Brian if 
you have any questions. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Due to the nature 
of this field trip, heavy rainfall, flooding 
or high water levels will cancel the trip. If 
you have any doubts at the time contact 
one of the trip leaders. 

From Wooster Pike (U.S. 50) in Marie-
mont go east and turn right onto New-
town Road. Go across the Little Miami 
Bridge to the Bass Island parking lot on 
the right, just about 200 yards past the 
bridge. 

From I-275 & Rt. 32 (Eastgate) follow 
Rt. 32 west for 4.7 miles and turn right 
onto Newtown Road. Go about 0.9 miles 
to the Bass Island parking lot on your 
left, about 200 yards before the Little 
Miami bridge. 

For some information on Bass Island visit 
this Hamilton County Great Parks link. 

 

Shorebirds and Other Early 
Fall Migrants 

 
Location: TBD at time of trip  

Date: Saturday, August 22, 2015  

Meet: 9 AM Park & Ride lot located at 
I-275 Miamitown/Route 128 exit #7  
(See directions below)  

Leader: Ned Keller  
(513) 349-3369  
nedkeller49@gmail.com  

August and September represent the peak 
of fall migrant shorebirds. Even though 
the temperature and the calendar still say 
it’s summer on this date, the fall south-
bound migration of sandpipers and plov-
ers (and waders such as herons and 
egrets) is well under way. As the term 
“shorebird” implies these species need 
shallow water, sandbars, mudflats and the 
edges of shoreline in which to feed. It is 
difficult to predict which will be the best 
local shorebird spots in our region each 
season due to varying climatic conditions 
and water levels year to year. Because of 
this we have decided to “wait and see” 
where the best spots develop and make 
our final decision about where to go a 
few days before the actual field trip takes 
place. 

Our leader, Ned Keller, is an expert bird-
er and very familiar with all of our local 
birding sites. Ned will use current reports 
nearer the time of the field trip to maxim-
ize our birding success. Ned figures if 
good conditions are widespread we can 
hit several spots during a morning’s bird-
ing. Some likely spots that we might visit 
would include the Oxbow, Lost Bridge, 
Fernald Preserve and the Miami White-
water Wetlands, all locations that are not 
too far from our meeting place. If another 
hotspot develops and isn’t too far away 
Ned will probably give it a shot. Shore-
birding can be unpredictable but Ned 
feels we will at least find several species. 
Herons, egrets, terns, raptors and early 
migrant songbirds are all likely to be seen 
as well. 

 

Continued Page 6 

Page 4 

Field Trips (Continued from Page 3) 

T H E CH AT  

http://greatparks.org/parks/little-miami-golf-center
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July Calendar 

 11… Field trip: wetland & prairie 
plants, Oxbow 

 Program: EcOhio native 
plant sale, see Page 6  

 12… Field trip: Butterfly count, 
ASO 

 14… Program: Wildlife garden-
ing, Oxbow 

 19… Field trip: Summertime 
walk, Oxbow 

 25… Field trip: Prairie wildflow-
ers, ASO 

 Program: Native plant sale, 
see Page 6 

August Calendar 

 11… Program: Passenger pigeon 
legacy, Oxbow 

 16… Field trip: Little Miami fish-
es, ASO 

 21… Field trip: Early fall mi-
grants, Oxbow 

 22… Field trip, Shorebirds and 
other migrants, ASO 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

July 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

August 2015 

http://www.oxbowinc.org/programs.html
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.oxbowinc.org/programs.html
http://www.oxbowinc.org/programs.html
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.oxbowinc.org/programs.html
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.oxbowinc.org/programs.html
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/


 

 

Native plants play an important role in 
the local ecosystem. Native plants occur 
naturally in the region in which they 
evolved and have developed relationships 
with other organisms in the area that are 
mutually beneficial. For instance, native 
plants provide habitat and nourishment 
for insects and insects are pollinators for 
plants.  

Plants have a specific mixture of chemi-
cals to protect their leaves from being 
eaten. Insect species that have shared a 
long evolutionary history with a particu-
lar plant lineage have adapted to the 
chemical defenses of those plant lineages 
and can digest the chemicals of their 
host’s leaves. Of the insects that eat 
plants, 90% can develop and reproduce 
on the plants with which they share an 
evolutionary history and can eat plants in 
three or fewer families. Native plants and 
insects have a co-evolved relationship in 
the local ecosystem. 

Plants are the ecological basis on which 
life depends, wildlife and people. 
Changed landscapes especially sprawling 
development and expansive lawns have 
disrupted food webs. Cities, suburbs and 
agriculture take up vast amounts of land 
that is not natural. Native plants and plant 
habitats have been disrupted or eliminat-
ed. Plants for wildlife are sources of food 
and shelter to survive and reproduce. If 
particular plants are reduced or eliminat-
ed, species that relay on them become 
threatened or endangered.  

Monarch butterflies can digest the chemi-
cals in milkweed plants but are unable to 
eat other plants. The significant decline 

of monarch butterflies, 96% loss since 
1976, is related to loss of plant habitat.  
Most landscape plants are from different 
countries. These exotic or alien species 
generally do not serve the local food web. 
The introduced plants have not had the 
millenniums of time for insects to adapt 
to these alien species. Insects cannot or 
will not eat them. 

Entomologist Doug Tallamy studies ways 
insects interact with plants and the biodi-
versity from the interactions. His research 
shows native oak trees support over 500 
species of caterpillars while the Asian 
ginkgo tree hosts 5 species of caterpillars.  
The oaks do not become riddled with 
holes since birds eat most of the caterpil-
lars before they get large. To feed one 
clutch of chickadees both adults were 
oberved providing 6,000 to 9,000 cater-
pillars of several species of caterpillars. A 
diversity of particular plants in the vicini-
ty was essential. Specific native plant 
species are essential for various butter-
flies and moths.   
 
Plants matter. They are a conservation 
tool. Home landscapes can support life 
within local ecosystems and the local 
food web. Using native plants can help 
restore habitat for wildlife including in-
sects and birds. 
 
What you can do: 

 Spread the word about the im-
portance of native plants. 

 Reduce or eliminate pesticide use. 

 Plant native plants.  
 

While more available in springtime, cur-
rently native plants are available at select 
locations. Do a Web search for native 
plants in southwest Ohio.  
 
Regional opportunities available in July: 
 
1) EcOhio Native Plant Sale Satur-

day, July 11, 2015, from 9 AM to 1 
PM at the Cincinnati Zoo’s EcOhio 
Farm and Wetland in Warren Coun-
ty, 2210 Mason-Montgomery Road, 
Lebanon, Ohio. 

2) Native Plant Sale Saturday, July 
25, 2015, from 9 AM to 5 PM at 
Bergamo Center, 4400 Shakertown 
Road, Dayton, Ohio. Native perenni-
als, vines, shrubs and trees will be 
available.  

Also see the articles at the following 
websites: 
 
Audubon, NY Times 
 

Page 6 

Native Plants (Contributed by Chris Moran) 

T H E CH AT  

during our travels. Feel free 
to contact Ned if you have 
any questions. 

Directions: The Park & Ride 
is located at  I-275 Miami-
town/Route 128, exit #7. 

 

This trip will run a bit past noon if the 
birds cooperate. You might want to bring 
water, sunscreen and insect repellent for a 
more enjoyable morning. Driving isn’t 
expected to be excessive but we will like-
ly visit a number of places so make sure 
you have enough fuel. Although not re-
quired, if you have a scope, bring it. Note 
that if we visit a Hamilton County park a 
motor vehicle permit is required ($3 dai-
ly, $10 annual). Rest stops will be made 

Field Trips (Continued from Page 4) 

Fall picnic habitat. Courtesy Rick Lisi 

http://www.audubon.org/content/why-native-plants-matter
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/11/opinion/in-your-garden-choose-plants-that-help-the-environment.html
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Audubon Society of Ohio Memorials (Contributed by Joe Kappa) 

Hamilton County Native Tree Sale (Contributed by Ned Keller) 

The Hamilton County Soil and Water 
Conservation District has joined the re-
gional efforts of Taking Root and Releaf 
Cincinnati to inspire our county to better 
preserve and maintain existing trees and 
to plant two million new trees – one for 
each citizen in the region – by the year 
2020. Taking Root is a collaborative part-
nership within the eight counties of the 

Tri-State region. Its mission is to raise 
awareness of the current crisis taking 
place in our tree canopies. 

Threats include the invasive emerald ash 
borer as well as other pests and diseases 
responsible for the loss of millions of this 
region’s native trees, posing a serious 
threat to the local ecosystem which will 
impact our quality of life in many ways. 

The SWCD is selling 3-gallon containers 
of native and nearly-native trees for $15. 

Purists should note that red buckeye is a 
southern species, and the serviceberry 
being offered is a cultivar. Orders must 
be placed by July 17, and must be picked 
up on September 26 only, near Newtown. 
All the details are online at link. 

Donor In Memoriam 

Mildred Workman  Ruth Elaine Fisher  

John Mooter  Neal Horning  

AE & Susan Zugehoer  Neal Horning  

Patty Stewart  Charlotte Pearl Steinbrenner  

Program Recaps (Contributed by Rick Lisi) 

On Monday 18 May Carol Mundy pre-
sented a program on “weedy” plants in 
Ohio. This interactive event was enjoyed 
by all. Plant species such as curly dock, 
cleavers, common speedwell and butter-
weed where collected and displayed for 
firsthand identification. Some of these 
plants are invasive and displace native 
species. The biodiversity of our Ohio 
region is remarkable! On Monday 15 
June Jim Mundy gave an outstanding 
presentation.  He shared many great pho-
tos he has taken of the various birds close 
to home and on extended birding trips -
from eagles to hummingbirds and, 
enough sharp and colorful warbler photos 
to satisfy all of our needs. Cake and bev-
erages were also shared by all the experi-
enced bird photographers and Audubon 
members who gathered to congratulate 
him on his masterful bluebird photo and 
show. This beautiful photo won the Ohio 
State Conservation Stamp photo award. 
The stamp may be purchased for $15 
through ODNR to help with nature, habi-
tat and wildlife projects. A mounted and 
signed photo was given as a door prize as 
well as a registered official stamp. A 
great time was had by all.  

Jim recognized for his bluebird stamp. 
Courtesy Rick Lisi 

Carol teaching identification by smell. 
Courtesy Rick Lisi 

http://www.hcswcd.org/store/c1/Featured_Products.html
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Become a Friend of the Audubon Society of Ohio 
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Membership form for the Cincinnati Chapter of the National Audubon Society. 

Enclose a check or money order payable to “ASO.” 

 

Membership: ______ 1 year - $15 ______ Family - $25______Additional Contribution 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________________________ State:________ Zip:______________ 

Phone (home):__________________________ (cell):____________________________ 

Email:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail to: ASO 

3398 W Galbraith Rd 

Cincinnati, OH  45239 
 

Your information will not be shared with any other group. 
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