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There are still some spots
open for this fall’s bird
class, but don’t wait too
long to sign up. All the
details are in the JulyAugust issue of the Chat,
which is online here, but
here are the highlights:
There are three classes,
held on consecutive Sundays – September 27, October 4 and October 11. Each
class runs from 8 AM to
about 1 PM, and includes a
continental breakfast and
classroom session followed
by a field trip. The classes
are taught by father and son
team Jay and Jack Stenger,
both of whom are exceptionally knowledgeable
birders and experienced
instructors. The course is
geared to beginning to intermediate level birders, but
birders of all experience

levels will find value in the
classes.
Advance registration is
required, and the class size
is limited. The cost of the
series of classes is $15 for
members of our local chapter, and $30 for nonmembers, but the extra
charge includes a membership. To register, please
send your check payable to
ASO to: ASO Bird Course,
Audubon House, 3398 W.
Galbraith Road, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45239. If you have
any questions call the
Audubon House at 741SWAN or email Jay Stenger at
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com.
Contributed by Ned Keller

Red-headed Woodpecker
is one of many species
profiled in the Bird Course.
Courtesy Allan Claybon

Welcome to Warblerstock, Ohio's Grooviest
Birding Festival (Reprinted from audubon.org)
Every May the quiet little
town of Oak Harbor,
Ohio, turns into a madhouse. More than three
dozen species of warblers—the males decked
out in their flashiest
breeding plumage, the
females trying not to look
too impressed—stop to
rest and refuel among the
box-elders, elms, and

Kentucky coffeetrees in
Magee Marsh after a grueling migration. Close on
the parulids’ tiny heels
come the human warbler
geeks. Laden with fancy
cameras, giant scopes,
and two-pound warbler
guides, the groupies descend on this 2,000-acre
wetland at the foot of
Lake Erie for a 10-day

Inside this issue:

festival known as the Biggest Week in American
Birding.
This spring some 75,000
birdwatchers ventured to
the region, and about
2,000 of them showed up
for the Biggest Week,
when as many as 37 warbler species pass through.
Continued Page 7
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 September 27: ASO picnic, canceled
 November 16: Mark Shieldcastle from
Black Swamp Bird Observatory will present

 December 14—January 05:
116th Christmas Bird Count
 January 18: Birds of Peru with Richard
Amable

President’s Corner (Contributed by Ned Keller)
I’d like to devote this issue’s column to
our brand new website. Some of you have
probably run across it already – if not,
check it out at cincinnatiaudubon.org. We
think the new site has a lot more to offer
than the old one, and we’ll keep improving it over the coming months. Check
back often, because the improvements
will just keep coming.

your own sightings of anything interesting that you have found outdoors.
You can post links to photos stored
on the Web, but you won’t be able to
post directly to our website.



A message board, where you can
ask questions about anything relating
to our natural world.

I’ve spent the last two months transferring content from my old website, cincinnatibirds.com, which I maintained for
nearly twenty years. By the time you read
this, all the content will probably be on
our website; if not, it will be soon. Highlights of what’s on the ASO website now
include:

Unlike the Cincinnati Birds site, the
Audubon site is about more than just
birds. Bird conservation was the reason
that Audubon was founded, and we’ll
continue to have lots of information about
birds. But there’s a lot more to the natural
world than just birds, and we’ll try to
include it all.



A site guide, featuring some of the
top spots in our area to see birds,
butterflies, wildflowers, and all the
other wonders of the great outdoors.



A calendar of coming events, both
our own events and selected events
presented by other organizations in
the Greater Cincinnati area.



A sightings log, where you can post

We also have a section of the website
devoted to conservation. We will have
articles of interest, and we’ll keep you up
to date on local conservation issues.
Watch for a new section of the website
which should be ready for the light of day
in the next month or so: Audubon at
Home. This section will include tips on
how to create wildlife-friendly habitat in
your own yard, including reducing your
use of chemicals, planting native species,

and more.
If you have comments about things you
like or don’t like about the website, or
requests for things you would like to see
there, just write to us at
webmaster@cincinnatiaudubon.org.

Ned Keller.
Courtesy Jim McCormac

Programs (Contributed by Brian Jorg & Cindy Alverson)
EcOhio Wetland

ways.

Speaker: Brian Jorg

Join us as we take of virtual tour of the
EcOhio Wetland. We will see the nursery
production area, the reclaimed wetland
and prairie seeding. We will also cover
the wildlife that has returned already to
the property as the habitat has been restored.

The Cincinnati Zoo has been dedicated
to sustainability not only on-grounds
within its Avondale location, but at its
off-grounds property as well. In 1995, a
529 acre farm called Bowyer Farm was
willed to the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden with the guideline that it
could never be developed unless it is to
further the mission of the Zoo. Since
then, the property has grown to 600+
acres, and is connecting with the Zoo’s
mission of Adventure, Conservation,
Education and Community in various

Brian F. Jorg, manager of the Native
Plant Program at the Cincinnati Zoo &
Botanical Garden, joined the organization
in 2004. Prior to joining the Zoo, Brian
was a horticulturist at Spring Grove Cemetery and Arboretum, a national historic
landmark, for 15 years. Brian’s responsibilities include managing the Native Plant
Program. This program includes the conservation, education, and promotion of
native flora. Finding more efficient manners of propagation and cultivation are a
prime goal of this program. These protocols can then be used on rare and endangered plants in conservation efforts. Brian

Location: Winton Centre
Date: Monday, September 21, 2015
Time: 7 PM
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also manages the tulip display, in which
over 100,000 bulbs are planted seasonally. Brian also manages the wetland restoration project at a Zoo property in Warren
County. At that location, they have successfully reverted an agricultural fields
back into a thriving wetland.

Eagle Tracking in Kentucky
Location: Winton Centre
Date: Monday, October 19, 2015

Time: 7 PM
Speaker: Kate Heyden
Kate will speak to the club about Kentucky's eagle tracking project.
Continued Page 6
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Field Trips (Contributed by Jay Stenger)
Fall Warbler, Hawk & Shorebird Migration
Location: Brookville Lake Region
(Indiana State Parks & Wildlife Area)
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2015
Meet: 8 AM Park & Ride lot I-74/I-275
Miamitown Exit #7, SR 128
(See directions below)
Leader: Jay Stenger
(513) 522-8147
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
Leader: Joe Bens
(513) 353-4229
joebens@live.com
The fall migration of North American
birds roughly occurs from July through
November. However different species or
families of birds migrate at different
times during this rather wide window of
time. In terms of diversity of species September represents the peak month of the
fall migration. The focus of this trip will
be on three significant groups of birds
that are at, or near, peak at this date. They
are 1) neo-tropical passerines (especially
warblers), 2) raptors (especially Broadwinged Hawk, accipiters and Osprey and
3) shorebirds (sandpipers).
While these species may be found in
many locations throughout our region, the
Brookville Lake area can be an excellent
place to find a diverse representation of
all three groups at this season. Of course
weather and water levels the day of our
trip will play a large part in just how
good the birding will be. But if conditions are favorable an outstanding day
can be expected. Even if conditions are
unfavorable we still expect to find a diversity of birds in this outstanding area.
This field trip has become an annual
event and never disappoints.
The plan is to start the day birding the
woodland edges around Brookville Lake
looking for warblers, vireos, flycatchers,
grosbeaks, thrushes and many other songbirds. Around 10:30 AM as temperatures
rise (and if it’s not raining) updrafts along
the ridges of the Whitewater River valley
will create thermals that are used by migrating hawks. We expect to see Osprey,
Broad-winged, Sharp-shinned and
Cooper’s hawks as they move south. Peregrine Falcon and Merlin are possible and
have been seen on past trips. Bald Eagle
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and other resident hawk species are also
expected throughout the day. Towards
mid-day we will check the north end of
Brookville Lake, which can be an excellent place to find numbers of shorebirds,
terns, herons and egrets if water levels are
low enough to expose mudflats.

This trip will run well into the afternoon.
We will caravan to the Brookville Lake
area and then do some driving from spot
to spot, interspersed with lots of stops
and some easy walking. Bring your lunch
and drinks. Restrooms are available. One
important note: Indiana State Parks
charge a daily per car entrance fee ($5
resident, $7 non-resident). At this time of
year there is about a 50/50 chance that
there will not be a fee charged.
Directions: We will meet at 8 AM at the
Park & Ride lot, located at the I-74/I-275
Miamitown exit #7 for SR 128. The Park
& Ride is wedged between the exit ramp
and the expressway. We will caravan
from here to the Brookville area, about a
25-minute drive. Contact Jay or Joe if
you have any questions.

Visit the Brookville Lake website for
additional information. A map can be
found here.
Visit the Whitewater Memorial State
Park (at Brookville Lake) website for
additional information on this destination.

Exploring the Cincinnati Zoo’s
New Wetland Area
Location: EcOhio Farm & Wetland,
Mason Ohio
Date: Saturday, September 26, 2015
Meet: 8:45 AM in the parking lot at
EcOhio Farm
(See directions below)
Leader: Brian Jorg
(513) 617-2758
brian@brianjorg.com

The Cincinnati Zoo has recently taken on
a wetlands restoration project under the
leadership of Brian Jorg, manager of the
Native Plant Program at the Zoo. The
property, which is located in Mason
Ohio, was acquired in 1995 when a 529
acre farm, now called the EcOhio Farm,
was willed to the Cincinnati Zoo. Brian, a
recent board member of our Audubon

Society, will be the speaker at our September meeting and present a program on
the natural restoration project being undertaken on this property (see details
elsewhere in this newsletter).
Drainage tiles have been removed allowing ground water to rise naturally and
volunteers have planted more than 200
native plant species. A 25 acre wetland
has been restored to its original state of a
wet sedge meadow, providing refuge for
a diversity of native wildlife. Other projects under way involve cultivating natural grasslands and forested fencerows
along the property borders to protect the
watershed. Volunteers are adding hundreds of oaks to fencerows and forested
areas, as well as adding prairie plants,
including milkweed, to the open grasslands. The wetland is returning to its natural state very quickly. Many species of
birds, mammals, reptiles & amphibians
and other wildlife are attracted to this
area.
The Zoo will be celebrating the Great
Outdoor Weekend at this site on Saturday, September 26th. They have field
trips and other activities planned throughout the day as well as a native plants sale.
While there will be field trips open to the
general public throughout the day, Brian
has promised to give our Audubon Society a personal tour of the wetlands from
8:45 until 10 AM. If you don’t feel that is
long enough, you are more than welcome
to stick around and take part on other
guided tours that will continue on the
hour until past noon.
Directions: Meet Brian Jorg in the
EcOhio Farm parking area at 8:45 AM.
The EcOhio Farm is located in Mason,
Ohio (Warren County) at 2210 MasonMontgomery Road, just 0.3 mile south of
where it dead ends into Hamilton Road.
Heading north on Mason-Montgomery
Road, the EcOhio Farm driveway will be
on your right (east side of the road).
For more information check out the Zoo’s
blog here.

Continued Page 4
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Field Trips (Continued from Page 3)
Birding Trip, Fall Migration
Location: East Fork State Park
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2015
Meet: 8 AM East Fork watercraft
office parking lot
(See directions below)
Leader: Steve Bobonick
(513) 702-3451
steve.bobonick@gmail.com
Come out and join Steve, who is a skilled
and expert birder, for what should prove
to be a great day afield. October is a
beautiful month and autumn color is nearing peak on this date. October is also
centered in the middle of fall migration
and because of that it offers somewhat of
a mixed bag. East Fork SP is an excellent
spot to find this diversity of species.
While neo-tropic migration is winding
down by this date, there still should be
plenty of warblers and other migrant
songbirds around. Shorebird migration
continues and some can usually be found
on the beaches. Waterfowl migration is
just beginning and gulls and terns are also
likely. Raptors are on the move throughout the month and Osprey and Bald Eagle
should be expected. Even a few of our
winter residents may be showing up by
this date. And there is always a chance
for a rarity, as East Fork has an excellent
reputation in that regard, particularly in
the fall.
Steve knows East Fork SP very well and
plans to visit several different locations
and habitats within the park. This will
entail driving to a few different spots
interspersed with a bit of walking in between. While we will walk a bit during
the morning, it will be moderate and at a
leisurely pace over mostly level trails and
roadsides. Steve will probably stay at it
until birding begins to tail off around
noon. So come out and see a diversity of
birds on what should be a beautiful autumnal morning. Restrooms are available
in the park. If you have any questions feel
free to contact Steve.
Directions: We will meet at the watercraft
office on the south side of East Fork State
Park. To get there, enter the park from the
south side as if you were heading toward
the beach. The park office will be on the
right. To get to the south side entrance to
East Fork SP from I-275 take exit #65,
SR 125 (Beechmont Avenue/Ohio Pike)
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and go east about 9 miles to the junction
of Rt. 222. Turn left onto Bantam Road
(opposite Rt. 222) and follow the signs to
the park entrance.
Visit the East Fork State Park website for
a park map and other information.

Botanical Walk & Fall Color
Location: Spring Grove Cemetery
Date: Sunday, October 18, 2015
Meet: 10 AM Spring Grove Cemetery
along the road just beyond the tunnel
at the main entrance on Spring Grove
Avenue
(See directions below)
Leader: Denis Conover
(513) 641-3651
conovedg@hotmail.com
The focus of this field trip will be the
diverse botanical community found at
Spring Grove Cemetery. Come out and
join UC professor and skilled botanist
and naturalist Denis Conover as he leads
us on a mid-morning autumnal walk
through the beautiful grounds of Spring
Grove Cemetery. This is a beautiful time
of the year and fall color should be near
peak on this date. Denis will identify the
tremendous diversity of trees, shrubs and
other plants that can be found here and
expound on their ecology. Denis will
point out our native flora, invasive species, ornamental plantings and fall color
as well as show us some of the many
national and state champion trees found

here. One white oak that he will show us
is thought to be nearly 400 years old. So
why not come along and join Denis on
what could be a glorious fall morning and
gain some tips and insight on plant identification and their natural history.
Denis has been involved in various types
of botanical research since 1981 and is a
professor in the department of Biological
Sciences at the University of Cincinnati.
At UC Denis teaches Classification of
Flowering Plants, Intro Biology, Field
Botany, and Anatomy and Physiology
Labs. He is also a long time environmental advocate. Denis has interests in other
aspects of natural history as well and he
will be sure to point out any birds and
other fauna we might run across.
Participants should be prepared for a few
hours of walking, most of which will be
relatively flat and on pavement, but there
will also be some walking off pavement
on trails or in damp or wet grass. We
suggest wearing good waterproof footwear. Binoculars are not necessary to see
plants but are recommended if you have
them. Restrooms are available at the cemetery office. Only severe weather will
cancel this trip. If you are unsure, call
Denis.
Directions: The Spring Grove Cemetery
main entrance is located on Spring Grove
Avenue just west of the Winton Road
intersection. To find our meeting spot,
drive in the main gate and go straight.
You will go through a short tunnel. Just
beyond the tunnel pull over and park
alongside the right side of the road. If you
have any questions feel free to contact
Denis.

Bowyer Farm, see pages 2 & 3.
Courtesy Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden
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September Calendar
 08… Program: Beekeeping, Oxbow

Tue

Wed
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1

2

3
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21
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23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Mon

Tue

30

Wed

 19… Field trip: Mini safari,
Fernald
 20… Field trip: Fall warbler, hawk
& shorebird migration, ASO
 21… Program: EcOhio wetland,
ASO
 26… Field trip: EcOhio farm & wetland, ASO
 26-27… Field trip: Monarch butterfly tagging, Fernald
 27... Field trip: Total lunar eclipse,
Fernald
 Program: Bird course, ASO

October 2015
Sun

 12… Field trip: 4th Annual Oxbow
butterfly count, Oxbow

October Calendar
 01-02… Field trip: Leaf ID hike, Fernald

Thu

Fri

Sat

 02-04… Program: American birding expo,
website

1

2

3

 03… Program: Fall facts, Fernald
 04… Field trip: Fall migration, ASO

4

5
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7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

 Program: Bird course, ASO
 10… Field trip: Sparrow search, Fernald
 11… Program: Bird course, ASO
 13… Program: Geocaching,
Oxbow
 18… Field trip: Botanical walk & fall
color, ASO
 19… Program: Eagle tracking in Kentucky, ASO

25

26
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27

28

29

30

31

 25… Field trip: Late fall migration, Oxbow
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Clean Power Plan (Contributed by Chris Moran)
The Clean Power Plan (CPP) was announced by President Obama and the
Environmental Protection Agency in
August. The CPP sets limits on carbon
dioxide emissions (CO2) emissions, the
first federal limit on carbon pollution
from power plants. The 2030 goal is for
states collectively to curb CO2 emissions
so that emissions are 32% lower than
2005 levels. Target emissions reductions
are established for each state and each
state has the flexibility to plan the implementation of those levels. Options include:

ment from impacts of climate change and
are regulated under provisions of the
Clean Air Act (CAA), a partnership between states and the federal government.
Climate change is associated with shrinking and shifting North American bird
ranges. More than half of the species
studied could lose more than 50% percent
of their climate range by 2080 according
to Audubon’s Climate Report. Birds and
other wildlife face serious danger in a
warming world. Curbing greenhouse gas
emissions is step in response.





Ohio is one of more than a dozen states
suing the EPA over the section of the
CAA being used for the CPP and on potential negative effects on jobs and the
economy. States have flexibility in implementing the CPP emission levels depending
on the energy mix of a
particular state, including increasing efficiency at power plants and
increasing renewable
energy fuel sources.

For information about Audubon’s Climate Report, see: audubon.org





increasing efficiency at existing
power plants
increasing use of renewable and low
carbon energy technology
initiating market based systems such
as a carbon tax
setting up a cap and trade agreement
among groups of states

By 2016 state plans must be submitted to
the EPA which includes emissions reductions beginning by 2022 and interim
demonstrations showing reductions are
being achieved toward the 2030 goal.
The CPP emission guidelines rely on
emerging growth in clean energy development the use of which will reduce CO2
emissions. Power plants are the largest
source of carbon pollution and carbon
pollution is the chief contributor to climate change.
Reductions in CO2 emissions will help
protect human health and the environ-



step in addressing climate change
Contact Governor Kasich, legislators
and other Ohio leaders urging support for a strong state government
plan to reduce carbon emissions
Promote the need for carbon emissions reductions in public discussions in social media and news accounts. A suggested message: the
Clean Power Plan protects the health
of families and the environment.

For information about the CPP see the
EPA website.

For a list of Ohio leaders, browse here.

Audubon supports policies that lower greenhouse gas emissions.

What you can do:
 Become more informed about the
Clean Power Plan
 Thank President
Obama and the
US greenhouse gas emissions. Courtesy EPA
EPA for the CPP, a

Programs (Continued from Page 2)
This project began in 2010 and has satellite tracked Bald and Golden eagles from
Kentucky to many other states and
Canada. The public can follow the birds
online here.
Solar panels recharge the attached transmitter’s battery and provide three to five
years of tracking data from each bird. The
transmitters will provide important information on various aspects of Bald Eagle
ecology which will
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help to inform conservation decisions for
the Bald Eagle in the future.

Oscar, age 55 days.
Courtesy Ray Stainfield

Kate Heyden is a nongame avian biologist with the Kentucky Department of
Fish and Wildlife Resources. She works
with raptors and songbirds and is conducting ongoing projects with Peregrine
Falcon, Barn Owl, Osprey, Bald Eagle,
Golden Eagle and Rusty Blackbird, as
well as several projects on habitat management for songbirds.
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Audubon Society of Ohio Memorials (Contributed by Joe Kappa)
Donor

In Memoriam

Dave & Rae Scott

Neal Horning

Priscilla G. Haffner

Virginia Ann McClure Eberle

Joyce Geiger

Virginia Ann McClure Eberle

Amy & Michael Hicks

Virginia Ann McClure Eberle

Cats Indoors Program (Reprinted from abcbirds.org)
Domestic cats can make wonderful pets.
But when allowed to roam outdoors,
these introduced predators have serious
consequences.

holders such as animal shelters, veterinarians, wildlife rehabilitators, and conservation biologists.
In early 2013 ABC worked with partners
to successfully defend cats, birds, and
people against a proposed state law that
would have exempted TNR programs
from Florida’s animal abandonment prohibition. The law would have legalized
TNR and resulted in widespread threats
to animals — both wild and domestic —
and people.

Cats have been introduced into new habitats across the globe with terrible results.
Outdoors, cats are a non-native and invasive species that threaten birds and other
wildlife, disrupt ecosystems, and spread
diseases.
Now numbering well over 100 million in
the United States, cats kill approximately
2.4 billion birds every year in the U.S.
alone, making cat predation by far the
biggest human-caused mortality threat to
birds.
American Bird Conservancy’s (ABC)
Cats Indoors Program educates the public
and policy makers about the many benefits to birds, cats, and people when cats
are maintained indoors or under an owner's direct control. In addition to advocating for responsible pet ownership, ABC
also opposes Trap, Neuter, Release
(TNR) for feral cats because of the persistent and severe threats posed by feral
cat colonies.
ABC is leading a movement to overcome

Feral cats are a common problem on
many federal lands. Over 200 organizations — the largest coalition ever assembled on the issue of wildlife mortality
from feral cats — joined ABC and signed
on to a letter requesting that the U.S.
Department of Interior prohibit feral cat
colonies on public lands. Read more.

Cat with bird.
Courtesy infinityyy, Shutterstock
local and national challenges caused by
free-roaming cats, bringing about change
by conveying the most current scientific
information, promoting science-based
policies, and working with diverse stake-

In the last five years, ABC has distributed
over 100,000 brochures to concerned
citizens, veterinarians, and conservation
groups, helping to spread the word that
cats, birds, and people are better off when
cats are kept indoors. Order brochures.

Warblerstock (Continued from Page 1)
With thousands of rabid birders and

thousands more of their highly mobile
quarry crammed onto a mile-long boardwalk, things at Magee can get rowdy.
When word spreads that a Mourning
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Warbler has surfaced on the east end, for
instance, the crowd surges in a way that
could capsize a ship, desperate for a
glimpse of the black-bibbed bird playing
coy in the undergrowth. Doting fans stalk
the boardwalk in droves, ranting about

Worm-eating Warbler, chanting out the
GPS coordinates of a wayward Kirtland’s
Warbler.
Complete article continues here.
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Become a Friend of the Audubon Society of Ohio
Membership form for the Cincinnati Chapter of the National Audubon Society.
Enclose a check or money order payable to “ASO.”

Membership: ______ 1 Year - $15 ______ Family - $25______ Additional Contribution
Name: _________________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________ State:________ Zip:______________
Phone (home):__________________________ (cell):____________________________
Email:__________________________________________________________________

Mail to: ASO
3398 W Galbraith Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45239
Your information will not be shared with any other group.

