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The lethal destruction that
happens when cats roam
outdoors was brought to the
attention of ASO by a letter
and pictures. Piles of feathers were gathered as a result of multiple killings by
a cat hunting around a
backyard bird feeder. Prolonged attempts to catch the
wary feral animal were
eventually successful. The
cat was taken to the SPCA
where it was spayed and
returned the next day to the
property of the exasperated
writer. It seems the slaughter of birds is acceptable in
communities where there is
support for no-kill policies
for cats.
Domestic cats kill an estimated 2.5 billion birds in
addition to other wildlife
each year in the U.S. They
are likely the single greatest
source of anthropogenic
mortality for birds and
mammals in the country
and are a source of diseases
that can spread to humans.
Releasing cats to freely
range outdoors is inhumane
because this exposes cats to
attacks by other animals,
vehicle trauma, and inadequate veterinary and nutritional care. The average
life expectancy of an outdoor cat is 2 – 5 years; an
indoor cat may live for 15
years or more. While cat

colonies are intended to
reduce cat populations ,Trap Neuter Release
programs do not substantially reduce cat numbers or
eliminate feral cat populations but do enable cats to
continue to roam and to do
harm or be harmed.
At the April 2016 ASO
Board meeting a Position
Statement on Feral and
Free-ranging Domestic
Cats was adopted.
”Audubon Society of Ohio
supports efforts to encourage pet owners to keep
domestic cats indoors, opposes the establishment of
feral cat colonies and encourages additional research into solutions to
mitigate the effects that

feral and outdoor, unattended domestic cats have
on native wildlife populations.” ASO recommends
educational efforts that
help people understand the
impacts of free-ranging
cats and opposes the feeding or releasing of unwanted pets or feral cats
into the wild.
See Position Statement on
Feral and Free-ranging
Domestic Cats: http://
cincinnatiaudubon.org/
KEEP CATS INDOORS!
Have pets spayed or neutered and vaccinated.

Image from
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Domestic_cat_eat
ing_bird_on_lawn-8.jpg
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Program: Raptor Inc. and Their Birds of Prey
Location: Winton Centre
Date: Monday, May 16, 2016
Time: 7 PM
Speaker: Cindy Alverson
Our May program will feature RAPTOR,
Inc. and their birds of prey. Cindy Alverson will tell us all about her organization
– who they are, and what they do. RAPTOR’s two primary goals are rehabilitation of injured raptors and education of
the public about raptors. Injured birds

which cannot be released back into the
world often end up as “program birds” –
birds which RAPTOR Inc. takes to
groups like ours as ambassadors to the
public. Cindy will have several birds with
her, and there will be photo opportunities
for our members.

gets under way at 7:30. To reach the visitor center, take Winton Road south from I
-275, and turn right into the park just
before the lake; or from Ronald Reagan
Cross-County Highway, take Winton
Road north and turn left into the park just
past the lake.

The meeting will be held on Monday,
May 16 at the Winton Woods Visitor
Centre, located at 10245 Winton Road.
We meet at 7:00 p.m. for light refreshments and socialization, and the program

Program: Bobcat and other Ohio Urban Predators
Location: Winton Centre
Date: Monday, June 20, 2016
Time: 7 PM
Speaker: Carol Mundy
Naturalist Carol Mundy will be our
speaker for the June 20th meeting at
Winton Centre. Join us for this interesting
presentation about the adaptation to urban
life by predators such as bobcat, fox,
coyote and bear around the state of Ohio.
Get up to date information about some of
the growing populations and how Ohio's
wildlife specialists are tracking them.
Carol Mundy - Naturalist, Speaker and
Writer in Cincinnati, Ohio. A nature
enthusiast her whole life, she claims most

of her natural history knowledge is
through "osmosis." She recently retired
from Hamilton County Park District in
Cincinnati where she was Head Naturalist
at Glenwood Gardens. Additionally, she's
taught for the University of Cincinnati
and informally for many groups from
Master Gardeners to National Wildlife
Rehabilitators Association. For nearly 20
years she's been involved in radio programs such as the Denny McKeown Gardening Program in Cincinnati and Mark
Webber's GardenTalk in Dayton, Ohio.
Through these programs she's helped
people with urban wildlife issues. Today
she hosts a weekly radio program for
WMKV in Cincinnati featuring unusual
aspects of nature, science and culture.
Her business is called The Crow Knows,

visit the website thecrowknows.com
She's consulted on projects featuring native plants for Spring Grove Cemetery,
The Children's Home of Cincinnati,
Denny McKeown Landscaping, Mark
Webber Landscaping, The Ohio Governors' Residence Heritage Garden & Lloyd
Medicinal Garden and has been awarded
the Citation for Horticulture Education
from the Garden Club of Ohio.

Event: Annual Audubon Society of Ohio Picnic
(Contributed by Ned Keller)

Time: 4 PM

picnic itself. You don’t need to bring
anything, but you would be welcome to
bring a desert or side dish if you like.
We’ll provide burgers and brats, drinks,
and all the rest.

We will hold our annual members picnic
this year on Sunday, June 12. Festivities
will get under way at the High Plains
Pavilion in Miami Whitewater Forest at
4:00 p.m. We’ll dedicate a tree planted in
memory of Art and Jinny Wiseman, have
a short nature walk, and of course the

Please RSVP by email to picnic@cincinnatiaudubon.org, so that we
know how much food to have on hand.
This event is for A.S.O. members only,
but of course you can join anytime, even
at the picnic itself. The event is free to
members, but you will need to have a

Location: High Plains Pavilion in
Miami Whitewater Forest
Date: Sunday, June 12, 2016
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Park District auto sticker.
High Plains is located at the end of Timberlakes Drive. From I-74, take the Dry
Fork Road exit, and proceed to West
Road. Turn right into the park, then left
onto Timberlakes just past the small
bridge.
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Field Trips (Contributed by Jay Stenger)
Theme: Spring Migration & Wetland
Biodiversity
Venue: Gilmore Ponds Preserve
Date & Time: Saturday, May 14 ,2016
8:00 AM
Meet: In the Gilmore Ponds north
Parking Lot on North Gilmore Road.
See directions below.
Leader: Charlie Saunders,
(513) 254-3957
Gilmore Ponds is steeped in local birding
history and at times can be among the
most productive birding sites in our region. Gilmore Ponds is a roughly 270
acre seasonal wetland located in south
central Butler County. Gilmore can be
very wet or fairly dry from year to year or
season-to-season depending on the
amount of rainfall the area receives.
When it is wet it can teem with water
related species. The dense brushy borders
and edges and the wet woodlands are
always great for warblers and other migrant songbirds during spring and fall
migration. This is one of the wet seasons
so we can expect a diversity of species on
this trip, which is scheduled at the peak
of spring migration.
At one time Gilmore Ponds was privately
owned. During the 1980’s the Gilmore
Ponds Conservancy, a citizen’s conservation group, was formed to try to protect
the area from development. The Conservancy had some success, acquired some
land and got the attention of the Butler
County Park District, who eventually
took control and now owns the property.
Today Gilmore Ponds faces a new set of
threats but for the time being it is still a
wonderful birding site.
Migrant and resident warblers (this is a
great Prothonotary Warbler spot) and
other songbirds should abound. The wetlands should hold shorebirds, rails, bitterns, herons, egrets and teal. Many
marsh species which normally breed only
in the northern half of the state have been
recorded breeding here over the years
during wet spring and summers. Over the
past few years the resident Great Blue
Heron colony has been joined by nesting
Great Egrets and Double-crested CormoVOLUME 119, NUMBER 3

rants. These are both unprecedented
breeding records for our region. Blackcrowned Night-Herons are also expected
breeders. Osprey and Bald Eagles may
put in an appearance. We expect to find a
great diversity of species and almost any
species that passes through our region can
be spotted here.
Gilmore Ponds has a long loop trail, with
several shorter side trails, and a few observation decks. Our trip leader Charlie
Saunders is an excellent birder, an all
around naturalist and a long-time ASO
advocate. Charlie lives nearby and has
spent countless hours birding and exploring Gilmore Ponds over the years. Charlie has a great interest in all facets of nature and will encourage botanizing and
identifying butterflies and other wildlife
we may see. A short side trip to the
nearby Ellis Lake Wetlands (2 miles)
may be undertaken if time permits.
This is scheduled as a half-day trip and
will end around noon. It will consist of
leisurely walking the trails around the
ponds. While the terrain is flat, Charlie
warns that the walking could be a bit on
the rough side as the trails can become
overgrown and there may be a few wet or
muddy spots. To make your walk more
comfortable we recommend waterproof
footwear, wearing long pants and bringing sunscreen, insect repellent and water.
There are also no restrooms available at
the preserve. But for those of us who
don’t mind stomping the brush there will
be plenty of birds to see and a unique
habitat to explore. Butler County Parks
requires non-residents to purchase a Motor Vehicle Permit ($10 annual, $5 daily).
They can be purchased from Park Rangers if you see one. So why not come out
and join Charlie for what will be a great
day afield and well worth the effort. If
you have any questions feel free to contact Charlie.
Location: Gilmore Ponds is located in
Fairfield in south central Butler County.
Gilmore Ponds proper is bounded on the
south by Symmes Road, on the east by
the Route 4 Bypass, on the west by North
Gilmore Road and on the north by the
Butler County Regional Airport. There is
a small parking lot on Symmes Road and
a larger parking lot on N. Gilmore Rd.
just south of the RR tracks. We will meet

in the N. Gilmore parking lot. There are
several ways to get to Gilmore Ponds.
One way is described below.
Directions 1: To reach Gilmore Ponds
from I-275 take the Route 4 exit # 41 and
go north on Rt. 4 for about 2.5 miles.
Turn right onto the Route 4 Bypass and
go about 1.5 miles to Symmes Road.
Turn left onto Symmes and go about 1
mile to N. Gilmore Road. Turn right onto
N. Gilmore Rd. and go about .6 of a mile
to the Parking Lot on the right just before
the RR tracks.
Directions 2: You could also take the I275 Winton Rd exit # 39 and go north on
Winton Rd. Be aware that Winton Rd.
changes its name to South Gilmore Road
in Butler County. Continue north on S.
Gilmore Rd to the intersection/stop light
at Rt. 4. Go straight, crossing Rt. 4 and
immediately turn left at the first light
which is N. Gilmore Rd. Go north on N.
Gilmore Rd. for about 1.6 miles to the
parking lot on the right just before the RR
tracks.
For Park & trail map and other info visit
the Butler County Gilmore Ponds web
page link below.
http://www.butlercountymetroparks.org/
gilmore.asp
For a Gilmore Preserve trail map check
the following link:
http://www.butlercountymetroparks.org/
gilmore-map.pdf
Theme: Little Miami River Fishes &
Aquatic Life
Venue: Bass Island (A Hamilton
County Great Parks property along
the Little Miami River)
Date & Time: Sunday, May 22, 2016
10:00 AM
Meeting Place: In the Bass Island
Parking Lot (see directions below)
Leader: Bill Zimmermann, (513) 7088117, wtvz@me.com
Co-Leader: Joshua Eastlake,
joshua.eastlake@gmail.com
Co-Leader: Brian Wulker
bdwulker@gmail.com
(Continued on page 4)
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Field Trips

(Continued from Page 3)

As I have said before, aside from anglers,
fish don’t get a lot of attention in this
region and even anglers pay little attention to the small fishes found in our local
rivers and streams (the subject of this
field trip). And the reason is a no-brainer;
it’s just hard to see them down in their
watery world. So what do you do if you
want to study them? You catch em’! And
that’s exactly what our trip leaders are
going to do on this field trip, which not
only sounds really interesting, but also
sounds like a lot of fun. This is actually
the third installment of what is becoming
an annual ASO field trip. Our trip leader
Bill Zimmerman and his able band of
accomplices have conducted this trip the
past two years and have had considerable
success. Last year they outdid themselves
by collecting 16 different species of
fishes (all of which were released) that
they placed in temporary aquariums’ so
the trip participants could get good looks
and take great pictures. At the time Bill
told me that he would like to do an earlier
spring date for the same trip; one reason
being that many of the species have more
vibrant breeding colors in the spring. We
are more than happy Bill is willing to
continue to conduct this field trip .
Our trip leader Bill and his able assistants, Joshua Eastlake and Brian Wulker,
all have extensive interests in nature and
are very knowledgeable and skilled on a
number of subjects (birds, insects etc.).
But they are also fish enthusiasts, from
the largest to the smallest species, and are
into fish identification the way many of
us are into bird identification. On this
field trip they show us how they do it.
The species they are after include a variety of minnows, chubs, darters, madtoms,
sunfishes, shiners, dace, stonerollers,
suckers and the fry and fingerlings of
larger species. They also invariably catch
a few other aquatic species along the way
such as reptiles, amphibians, crayfish,
hellgrammites and other invertebrates.
The location for this is Bass Island, a
Hamilton County Great Parks property
situated along the south/east bank of the
Little Miami River just below the Newtown Bridge (at US 50). The Little Miami
River is very shallow here and usually
has extensive exposed sand and gravel
bars that extend into the river. Bill and
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crew will set up shop here and their
equipment will consist of an assortment
of dip nets, seining nets, buckets and a
couple of display tanks to, as Bill told
me, “to be sure everyone can get a good
look at whatever we find”. Our leaders
will know what everything is, but a field
guide to fishes will be at hand as well.
Also note that spring migration is just
past peak on this date and Bill, Brian and
Joshua are also avid birders. Bill has told
me twice he will guarantee a Connecticut
Warbler on this trip. I think he was kidding, but I don’t put anything past these
guys.
Folks are welcome to try their hand at
collecting but should wear clothes that
they can wade in and some old tennis
shoes or water shoes. Bill says sandals
tend to fill up with gravel pretty quick.
Supervised kids are welcome and encouraged. A fair warning here, there could be
some slippery algae covered rocks in the
water and a slippery spot or two along the
banks down to the river. The trip is
planned for at least two hours and Bill
says they will probably stay longer if
folks want to. The site is convenient.
Bass Island is also a trailhead for the
Loveland bike trail and there is a sizable
parking lot about 200 yards from the
river. But it’s a popular spot and the lot
does get crowded at times. There are
restroom facilities at the parking lot.
There are also lots of businesses nearby.
Because it is a HCPD property a Motor
Vehicle Permit is required on each vehicle ($3.00 daily, $10.00 annual).
So come and join Bill for what should be
an entertaining field trip at a pleasant
time of the year, learn about our native
fishes, take some pictures of the specimens captured before their released and
have some fun while you’re at it. Feel
free to contact Bill if you have any questions.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Due to the nature
of this field trip, heavy rainfall, flooding
or high water levels will cancel the trip. If
you have any doubts at the time, contact
one of the trip leaders. Should this trip
need to be cancelled we have set up a rain
date for Sunday June 19, 2016. Same
time, same place.
Directions to Bass Island:

From Wooster Pike (U.S. Rt. 50) in
Mariemont go east and turn right onto
Newtown Road. Go across the Little
Miami Bridge to the Bass Island parking lot on the right, just about 200
yards past the bridge.
From I-275 & Rt. 32 (Eastgate) follow
Rt. 32 west for 4.7 miles and turn right
onto Newtown Road. Go about .9 miles
to the Bass Island Parking lot on your
left, about 200 yards before the Little
Miami Bridge.
For some information and a map of Bass
Island visit the Hamilton County Great
Parks link below.
http://www.greatparks.org/parks/littlemiami-golf-center-home
Theme: Breeding Birds of Mature Forest and Riparian Woodland
Venue: Middle Creek Park & Boone
County Cliffs
Date & Time: Sunday, June 5 2016,
7:30 AM
Meeting Place: In the Middle Creek
Park Parking Lot, Boone County, Kentucky. (See directions below).
Leader: Ann Oliver, (513)-307-0929,
annieobirder@yahoo.com
Boone County Cliffs, a Nature Conservancy property and the 230-acre Middle
Creek Park, a Boone County Parks property, are nestled in the wooded hills of
western Boone County, Kentucky. While
spring migration is just about over by this
date, at least 13 species of warblers and
many other song birds breed along Middle Creek The whole region is forested,
but the Boone County Cliffs particularly
contains some old-growth forest habitat
reliable for breeding Worm-eating Warblers which is generally rare in most of
our region. Other breeding forest birds
are also expected, including Broadwinged Hawk, Cerulean, Hooded and
Kentucky Warblers, Ovenbird, Louisiana
Waterthrush and both tanagers. Middle
Creek, which flows through the area, is
loaded with Northern Parulas, Yellowthroated Warblers and numerous other
(Continued on page 6)
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 14… Field trip: Gilmore Ponds,
ASO
 16… Meeting: Raptor Inc, ASO
 21… Field Trip: Cincinnati Bird
Club. Edge of Appalachia
 22… Field trip: Little Miami
River fishes and aquatic life,
ASO
 28… Field trip: Bird walk, CNC
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 14… Field trip: Bird walk, CNC

 29… Field trip: Oxbow

June 2016
Sun

 6 & 7…Oxbow Birdathon
Oxbow

24

25

 5… Field trip: Breeding birds of
mature forests and riparian woodland, ASO
 11… Field trip: Bird walk, CNC
 12… Annual Audubon Picnic,
ASO
 19… Field trip: Plants and birds,
ASO
 20… Meeting: Urban predators,
ASO
 25… Field trip: Bird walk, CNC
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FIELD TRIPS (Continued from Page 4)
breeding birds. Prairie Warblers & Yellow-breasted Chats are common in adjacent succession areas.
Our trip leader, experienced and skilled
birder and long-time ASO advocate Ann
Oliver, plans to spend some time birding
Middle Creek Park, then drive and make
a few stops along picturesque Middle
Creek Road. Middle Creek Road is an
excellent birding spot, but it is narrow
and has limited space to pull off. Nonetheless we should be able to walk a good
bit of this lovely secluded road. From the
parking lot at Boone County Cliffs, Ann
will lead us up the trail to where the steep
cliff trail begins its ascent. At this point
Ann will “officially” end the trip. The
climb from here on up to the top of the
cliffs is steep and arduous and once on
top will take at least another hour to complete the trail. Ann, or others, may decide
to go for it at the time, but don’t feel obligated if you’re not up to the task. We will
have had a good long morning filled with
birds by this time. So if the thought of
that strenuous climb was keeping you
from participating, rest assured that the
walking on this trip would be classed as
moderate, not strenuous. Note also that
there are no restrooms in any of these
places. If nature calls you’ll have to drive
back to civilization or find a quiet spot.
The trip will probably run to about noon.
Contact Ann if you have any questions.
Directions to Middle Creek Park:
From I-75 take Kentucky 18, exit # 18, at
Florence and go west. When you reach
Burlington, KY, continue for 6.5 miles to
the Middle Creek Park entrance, which
will be on your left (south side of KY
18). The entrance is just a short distance
past Middle Creek Rd.
Directions from the west: Take I-275
south and cross the Ohio River. After
crossing the river take the first exit,
which is KY 8, exit # 11. Turn right
(west) onto KY 8, which immediately
becomes KY 20 after a short distance.
Continue west and then south on KY 20
for about 12 miles. At the intersection
with KY 18, turn left or east onto Ky 18
and go about 1 mile. The entrance to
Middle Creek Park will be on your right
(south side of Ky 18). Middle Creek Rd.
is just a short distance ahead.
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For directions, a map and information
about Middle Creek Park (a Boone
County Ky Park) go to the following
webpage:
http://www.boonecountyky.org/
departments/parks/
middle_creek_park.aspx
For further info on the Nature Conservancy’s Boone County Cliffs go to the
following webpages:
http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/
naturepreserves/Pages/
boonecntycliffs.aspx
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regio
ns/northamerica/unitedstates/kentucky/pl
acesweprotect/boone-county-cliffs-statenature-preserve.xml
http://www.boonecountyky.org/departme
nts/parks/boone_cliffs.aspx
Theme: Plants & Birds, Summer Biodiversity in the Oxbow
Venue: The Oxbow
Date & Time: Sunday, June 19, 2016,
9:00 am
Meeting Place: In the upper Oxbow
parking area at the main entrance (see
directions below)
Co-Leader: Denis Conover, (513) 513641-3651, conovedg@hotmail.com
Co-Leader: Jack Stenger, (513) 5033389, jackstenger@gnail.com
This field trip will be conducted as a joint
event with Oxbow Inc. The focus of this
field trip will be two fold; exploring the
diverse plant life of the Oxbow as well as
its breeding birds. But rest assured that
other wildlife seen will not be ignored.
Our two co-leaders are more than able to
find and identify all of this diversity. Dr.
Denis Conover is an Oxbow Inc. board
member, a UC professor, and skilled
botanist and naturalist. Denis has conducted vascular plant surveys in the Oxbow since 1997 and to date has identified
over 400 species, just in the Oxbow
proper. Jack Stenger is an outstanding
and skilled birder and life-long Oxbow

Inc. advocate. He is a Ph.D. student at
UC and is also the current Vice-President
of the Cincinnati Bird Club. Between the
two of them they will have the plants and
birds covered. So why not come out and
join our trip leaders, Denis and Jack, for
what should be a pleasant one day short
of summer morning walk in the Oxbow
The Oxbow is well known to local birders and naturalists. It is also an outstanding example of citizen conservation
efforts. Oxbow Inc. was formed in 1986
by dedicated individuals to protect and
preserve this bottomland/wetland habitat
situated at the mouth of the Great Miami
and Ohio Rivers. To date their efforts
have preserved well over 1000 acres. The
Oxbow is well known for the spring and
fall migrations of waterfowl and other
water birds, and rightly so. But the flora
and fauna of the Oxbow is diverse and
often overlooked during the summer
months. Denis and Jack plan to spend the
morning looking at the diversity of plants
found in the Oxbow as well as looking
and listening for the abundant bird life at
the peak of the breeding season. Denis
will help us discover and identify the
great variety of plants and answer all of
our questions and Jack will help us find
many birds and also focus us onto bird
song and vocalizations. Denis and Jack
have wide interests in nature and other
fauna seen on this trip will be duly noted.
While the walking will mostly be slow
and over flat terrain, Denis says that participants should be prepared for a lot of
walking and suggests wearing long pants
and boots for walking in tall grass and
possibly mud (it is the Oxbow after all).
June can be hot, so you might also consider bringing sunscreen and water to
insure a comfortable trip. You don’t need
binoculars to see plants, but if you want
to see birds well you will need them.
There are no restrooms available in the
Oxbow, but there are plenty of nearby
businesses with public facilities. Figure
the trip will last 3 to 4 hours. Denis says
that rain will not stop the trip. If you have
any questions feel free to contact Denis
or Jack.
Directions:
To reach the upper Oxbow parking area
THE CHAT

FIELD TRIPS (Continued from Page 6)
from I-275, take I-275 to the Lawrenceburg, Indiana US 50 Exit # 16. Follow
the long exit ramp and turn left (south/
west) onto US 50. Very shortly, about
300 yards, turn left onto an unmarked
road (Walnut Street), which is wedged
between a Shell/Subway and a Waffle
House (and is easily missed). Follow
Walnut Street over the levee to where the
road T’s. There will be a fence for a recycling business directly in front of you.
Turn right and go to the Oxbow entrance
sign. Turn left into the Oxbow. The upper
parking area is immediately on the right.
For more information on the Oxbow visit
the Oxbow Inc. website below.
http://www.oxbowinc.info/

Worm-eating Warbler Photo taken at Boone County Cliffs by Jeff Bilsky

Wild flower photos taken at Boone County Cliffs by Bill Stanley
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