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In Wyoming, a Statewide Relay Race to
Rescue Golden Eagles

When Barnes saw the bird’s bright
green feces, he suspected it had another concerning problem: lead poisoning, probably from scavenging animal
carcasses riddled with lead ammunition. A blood test confirmed his fears.
At 62.2 µg/dL, the eagle had “the
highest lead level I’ve ever seen on a
bird that was still alive,” Barnes says.

At the Teton Raptor Center in Wilson, Wyoming, recovering birds are often put in an oxygen chamber to experience
atmospheric oxygen levels. This is especially helpful for patients that have suffered from head trauma, like the Golden Eagle
in this story. Photo: Steve Poole

by Kristen Pope
In October, Nathan Barnes was just
sitting down to lunch when his phone
rang: a volunteer with the local raptor
rescue was on the line, reporting that
a Golden Eagle was in trouble about
140 miles south of where he sat in
Lander, Wyoming.
Barnes leapt into action. As the
founder and executive director of
Wind River Raptors, the local rehab
center for birds of prey, he has de-

voted his life to saving birds. He and
his dining companion ran to her blue
Dodge Ram and set off toward the last
known sighting of the injured bird.
“You never know when you go out on
a phone call what you’re going to find
or what’s going to be there,” he says.
What they found was the weak eagle
in a large dog crate, thanks to first
responders from the Wyoming Game
and Fish Department. The eagle had
traumatic head injuries, likely from
a vehicle strike, and infected eyes.

To have a chance at survival, the
eagle needed around-the-clock care
and specialized treatment—treatment
it couldn’t get in Lander at the time.
Barnes called Carrie Ann Adams at
Teton Raptor Center, a larger facility
with more resources to treat such a
sick bird located in Wilson, Wyoming.
They knew that they had to transport
the eagle there as soon as possible. But
it was nearly 200 miles away, farther
than Barnes could travel that day.
So Adams activated Wyoming’s Golden Eagle Rescue Network, a group of
volunteer raptor enthusiasts who transport injured raptors around the state
to get them the care and rehabilitation
they need to survive. The network,
first set up last year, was originally
designed to help Golden Eagles, but
continued on p. 7

Op-ed

ENERGY
by Chris Moran
Every new administration
brings change. What changes
will occur with the incoming
federal administration have yet
to be determined.
Regardless of changes to
official energy policy, those
concerned about the quality of
the environment can remain
alert to opportunities to reduce
individual contributions to carbon
emissions. Especially in use of
electricity and in travel we can
act to reduce our carbon footprint
using measures from the simple
to the complex. Some ideas to
stimulate your imagination:
Turn off lights when leaving a
room
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Efficiently operate energy
efficient appliances

Drive sensibly especially when
accelerating

Recycle energy efficient and
other lights

Minimize vehicle idling

Unplug electronic devices
when fully charged &/or when
not in use
Turn off a CPU and monitor if
your PC won’t be used for more
than 2 hours
Use rechargeable batteries when
feasible
Go meatless for one meal a week
or one day a week
Walk between floors in building
and for short distance errands
Carpool when possible

Use public transit when available
Use a bicycle
According to NRDC (Natural
Resources Defense Council)
carbon dioxide emissions are
down 12% from 2005 levels.
Current new vehicle emissions
are at a record low and auto fuel
economy is at a record high.
The costs of batteries and solar
energy have dropped. There is a
transition to clean energy fueled
by gains in energy efficiency.
Join the trend. Reduce your
carbon emissions. Support
clean energy.
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)
Sunday, January 22nd
10 a.m.
Theme: Tree Identification
Location: Spring Grove
Cemetery
Leader: Denis Conover,
(513) 641-3651,
conovedg@hotmail.com
Meet: 10 a.m. At Spring
Grove Cemetery, along the
road just beyond the tunnel
from the main entrance on
Spring Grove Avenue 7
The focus of this field trip
will be on trees and plants
and their identification. This
popular field trip has become
an annual event over the past
few years. Our trip leader,
UC professor and skilled
botanist and naturalist Denis
Conover, will again lead us on
a morning walk through the
winter beauty of Spring Grove
Cemetery. Denis will point out
the tremendous diversity of
trees and other plants that can
be found here, including many
national and state champion
trees. One white oak that he
will show us is thought to be
nearly 400 years old. Denis
will also give us tips and
insight on tree and other plant
identification and their natural
history. Denis also has a love
for birds and will be certain to
share his attention on them.
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We are fortunate to have
Denis as our trip leader.
Denis has been involved in
various types of botanical
research since 1981 and is a
professor in the department
of Biological Sciences at the
University of Cincinnati.
Denis has interests in other
aspects of natural history as
well and he will be sure to
point out any birds and other
fauna we might run across.
Participants should be
prepared for a few hours of
moderate walking, most of
which will be relatively flat
and on pavement, but there
will also be some walking
in damp or wet grass and
maybe snow. We suggest
wearing good waterproof
footwear. It will also be the
middle of winter so dress
accordingly. Being warm and
dry will make the difference
between a good or bad
experience. Binoculars are
not necessary to see trees but
are recommended if you have
them and want to see birds.
Restrooms are available at the
cemetery office. Only severe
weather will cancel this trip.
If you have any questions feel
free to contact Denis.
The Spring Grove Cemetery
main entrance is located at

4521 Spring Grove Avenue
just west of the Winton Road
intersection. To find our
meeting spot, drive in the
main gates and go straight.
You will go through a short
tunnel (old RR archway). Just
beyond the tunnel pull over
and park alongside the road.
Spring Grove Cemetery
website:
http://www.springgrove.org/
spring-grove-cemetery.aspx
Spring Grove Cemetery Map:
http://www.springgrove.org/
uploads/docs/SG_Map2012.
pdf

Sunday, February 26th
8 a.m.
Theme: Great Miami
Waterfowl
Location: Various locations
along the lower Great Miami
River
Leader: Joe Bens,
(513) 353-4229,
joebens@live.com
Meet: 8 a.m. in the Fernald
Preserve Visitor Parking Lot
(see directions below)
The theme of this field trip
will be looking for wintering
and spring migrant waterfowl
and other water birds along
the Lower Great Miami River
The Chat

Field Trips (continued from p. 3)
from Ross, Ohio south to the
Oxbow. But this field trip
will also have a direct tie in
with our February program;
“Birding in the Pits” (See
the February program article
elsewhere in this newsletter).
The lower Great Miami
River and Whitewater
River are actually lined
with many dozens of gravel
and “borrow” pits that are
attractive to migrant and
wintering waterfowl and a
host of other species. Some
of these pits are private and
cannot be accessed, but some
can be seen into. Others are
owned by public conservation
organizations and are open
to the public. All of them,
at times, can be productive
birding hotspots.
Our trip leader, Joe Bens, is
a skilled and veteran birder,
naturalist and long time
ASO advocate. Joe has been
birding these areas for almost
40 years and knows most
of the nooks and crannies
along the Great Miami and
Whitewater Rivers. Joe’s
plan is to bird several of
these “pits” and other sites
beginning around Ross,
Ohio then caravanning down
river, stopping at several sites
along the way and eventually
The Chat

Northern Pintail. Photo by Allan Claybon

ending up in the Oxbow.
Many of these sites are well
known; Fernald Preserve,
Campbell Lakes, Kilby
Ponds, Lost Bridge and some
spots around the Oxbow.
But Joe has several other
interesting and not so well
known spots that he intends
to visit.

scopes, bring them. Restroom
stops will be made. This trip
should end a bit after noon. If
you have any questions feel
free to contact Joe.

Directions to our meeting
spot: To get to Fernald
Preserve from I-275 take
I-275 Exit # 7 at SR 128
marked Cleves-Hamilton.
We expect to find many
This is the first exit just west
species of waterfowl (ducks,
of the Great Miami River at
geese and swans) as well as
Miamitown. Go north on SR
other water birds such as
128 through Miamitown for
grebes, gulls, coots etc. Bald 7 miles to Willey Road. Turn
Eagles and other raptors
left on Willey Road and go ¼
should be easily found as well mile to the Fernald Preserve
as numbers of wintering and
entrance road. Follow the
early migrant songbirds.
entrance road to the Visitor
Center.
This trip will consist mostly
of driving from spot to spot
Go to the following Fernald
and spending some time at
Preserve website for
each looking for birds. Be
directions:
warned, it will likely be
http://www.lm.doe.gov/
cold and damp so wear good
Fernald/Visitors_Center/
waterproof footwear and
Directions.pdf
dress warmly. Binoculars will
be necessary if you expect
to see birds well. If you have
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Programs

February: Birding In the Pits
Jay Stenger will present a
program entitled “Birding in
the Pits”. Jay maintains that
there are literally hundreds of
active and abandoned gravel
pits and other similar habitats
in southern Ohio, southeastern
Indiana and northern
Kentucky. He will examine
how these manmade habitats
and disruptions to the natural
environment have affected
birds and other wildlife over the
years.
Jay will also discuss Blue
Grosbeaks and Lark Sparrows
in our region and how their
affiliation with gravel pits
may be connected to recent
increases in their local
populations.
Other gravel pit topics
discussed will include their
potential as wildlife refuges, as
well as their locations, habitats,
accessibility, historical and
current bird records and a lot of
other information about these
often overlooked and under
birded “hot spots”.
This will prove to be a unique
program so we hope to see you
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Lark Sparrow. Photo by www.naturespicsonline.com, CC BY-SA 3.0

there. The program will be held
at the Winton Woods Visitor
Centre on Monday evening
February 20, 2017 beginning
at 7 p.m.
Many of you may know Jay as
he has had a lifelong interest
in conservation, nature and
wildlife, especially birds. He
has served on the ASO board
for two terms and 18 years and
is the current Treasurer and

Field Trip Coordinator. He has
been a co-conductor of the
annual ASO Birding Course
since its inception 30 years ago
and has been the compiler of
the National Adubon Society
Cincinnati Christmas Bird
Count for the past 29 years.
Jay also serves on the boards
of Oxbow Inc., the Cincinnati
Bird Club and the Ohio Birds
Records Committee.

There will be no January Audubon
Society program. Please join us for
the February program
The Chat

Notes from the Field

A Late November Bird Walk

By Chris Moran

The birds that were identified
included:
On Sunday, November 27,
Canada Goose – 18
2016, thirteen people enjoyed
Mallard – 2
an Audubon field trip at ArmGreat Blue Heron – 1
leder. The day started as foggy, Cooper’s Hawk – 7
overcast and cold but soon the
Red-shouldered Hawk – 2
sun came through and cleared
Red-tailed Hawk – 4
the morning. A highlight was a Rock Pigeon – 2
Cooper’s Hawk warming himMourning Dove – 2
self in the sun at the beginning
Great Horned Owl – 1
of the path, the first of several
Belted Kingfisher – 2
sighted. Walking north along the Red-bellied Woodpecker – 2
path groups of White Crowned
Downy Woodpecker – 4
Sparrows and American Tree
Northern Flicker – 1
Sparrows were easily seen.
Blue Jay – 2
American Crow – 2
The Chat

Carolina Chickadee – 3
Tufted Titmouse – 4
White-breasted Nuthatch – 1
Carolina Wren – 1
American Robin – 4
Eastern Bluebird – 3
Northern Mockingbird – 2
European Starling – 50
Cedar Waxwing – 8
Yellow-rumped Warbler – 1
American Tree Sparrow – 10
Song Sparrow – 9
White-throated Sparrow – 6
White-crowned Sparrow – 14
Northern Cardinal – 4
Common Grackle –
American Goldfinch – 10
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Conservation (continued from p. 1)
it’s also equipped to help other raptors,
including Great Horned Owls, Roughlegged Hawks, and Bald Eagles.
The network is necessary because,
with the lowest population density in
the lower 48 states, Wyoming is home
to just three raptor rehabilitation centers: Wind River Raptors in Lander,
Teton Raptor Center in Wilson, and
Ironside Bird Rescue in Cody—all
located in the northwest quadrant of
the state. (Rocky Mountain Raptor
Program in Fort Collins, Colorado, not
far from the state line, also helps treat
Wyoming birds.)
The state’s long uninhabited expanses
and notoriously fickle weather—complete with high winds, blizzards, icy
roads, and mountain passes—make
transporting birds a challenge. In winter, driving between Wilson and Cody
is a treacherous 600-mile round-trip
drive. When roads through Yellowstone National Park are open seasonally, the drive can be shorter, though
tourist traffic can make the going slow.
Before the volunteer network was
formed, finding people to ferry the
raptors to and from treatment centers
required a juggling act of phone calls
and urgent emails. But now, over 60
trained volunteers are at the ready
throughout the state, which allows for
quicker transport since volunteers are
likely to be closer to an injured bird.
“Previously, it would take us most of
the day or overnight to find volunteer
transporters,” Adams says. “Most
injured raptors now make it to a rehabilitation center within hours of being
found.”
On that mid-October day, she examined the Golden Eagle Rescue NetThe Chat

work list of pre-approved bird drivers
to find who was closest to the eagle. It
was Carolyn Orr, a former search-andrescue canine handler from Lander,
who had signed up for the network
the previous day. After she got Adams’ call, Orr collected the bird from
Barnes and carefully drove it the 75
miles to Dubois, turning down the
radio to keep the car quiet and keeping the temperature at 60-70°F for the
bird’s sake. “It was humbling to be
that close to this magnificent raptor,”
Orr says.

“The bird was very subdued at that
point,” Cook says. “It definitely looked
like a sick animal. It barely even
acknowledged my existence when I
opened the cage.”

When she pulled into a parking lot
in Dubois—the chosen location to
hand the bird off to the next network
member—she saw volunteer Ty Cook
drive up in a Teton Raptor Center van.
Cook, who works as a project manager
for TKG Construction in Jackson,
volunteers at Teton Raptor Center
every week, where he feeds birds, assists with medical care, and cleans the
facilities. After transferring the bird
from Orr’s vehicle to the van, Cook
began the drive back to Wilson—another 93 miles.

After being treated at Teton Raptor Center, the eagle was transported
in early January back to Wind River
Raptors, which is now better equipped
for long-term bird care. The bird’s
lead levels have dropped, its vision is
restored in one eye, and it is currently
rebuilding the strength to fly long distances. If it can pass a suite of survival
tests, it might soon be released back
into the wild to travel across Wyoming—this time powered by its own
two wings, rather than four wheels.

Since its first transport in September
2016, the Golden Eagle Network has
rescued 13 birds: five remain in treatment, six were humanely euthanized,
and two succumbed to their injuries.
The Golden Eagle from Lander remains on the “in treatment” list and is
making a slow, steady recovery.

This article was reprinted from the National
Audubon Society website.

around the valley . . .
Oxbow, Inc.

Field trip
Friday, Feb. 10th, 7 p.m. (Evening)
Leader: John Klein, (513) 304-2310,
john.kleinp2@yahoo.com
Meet: At the Shawnee Lookout Golf
Course Parking Lot
Field trip
Saturday, Feb. 25th, 8 a.m.
Trip Leader: Jack Stenger, (513)
503-3389, jackstenger@gmail.com

Meet: In the upper Oxbow parking lot at the main entrance to the
Oxbow

Cincinnati Bird Club

Field trip
Saturday, Jan. 28th, 8 a.m.
Hamilton Riverside Natural Area
Trip Leader: Mike Busam (513) 2593262, mbusam@gmail.com
Meet: Fairview Avenue parking lot.
2451 Fairview Ave Hamilton, OH
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