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Speak out for Conservation

the Governor and Ohio’s Clean Energy
Standards became effective again as of
January.
There are hundreds of companies that are
suppliers to or are involved in the development of wind or solar energy in Ohio,
and the state is considered a clean energy
leader. Ohio was well on the way towards
cost-effectively meeting target emission
reductions when opponents succeed in
putting them on hold.
Issues around carbon and other greenhouse gas emissions will be coming
before Congress and Ohio’s General Assembly. There may be renewed attempts
to weaken Ohio’s clean energy standards.
Elected federal and state legislators need
to know the thoughts and concerns of
people they represent.

by Chris Moran
With the new federal administration there
are concerns that many of the environmental policies and priorities established by the
previous administration will be dismantled, chief among them the Clean Power
Plan. The Plan seeks to reduce domestic
greenhouse gas emissions by more than a
quarter by the year 2025, relative to their
2005 levels. The CPP is the U.S. commitment to the Paris Agreement. Under the
Paris Agreement, countries have pledged
to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions
by specified percentages by 2025 as measured against the country’s 2005 level.

The Clean Power Plan, currently in litigation and on hold, may be scrapped. Some
think it has been set aside already. Part of
the CPP included States having flexibility
in achieving their carbon cutting targets,
which are based on greenhouse gases
released in generating electricity in 2012.
In 2008 Ohio adopted clean energy
standards requiring electric utilities to
get 12.5 % of their energy from renewable sources including 0.5 % from solar
by 2025. These standards had been on
hold for the past two years to study costs.
Recent attempts to weaken and make
the standards optional were vetoed by

Speak out for conservation and clean sustainable energy. Contact your legislators
and share your views. A short ‘I support
clean energy and energy conservation’
would be helpful.
For Ohio senators and representatives:
www.ohiosenate.gov
www.house.state.oh.us
For Senator Sherrod Brown:
www.brown.senate.gov
For Senator Rob Portman:
www.portman.senate.gov
For your US House:
www.house.gov

Conservation

Garlic Mustard Pull at Warder-Perkins Preserve
by Ned Keller

We are working on a program of
improving the habitat at our WarderPerkins Preserve in Green Township.
As part of that program, we are
organizing volunteers to pull the
invasive garlic mustard plant. We plan
to meet on Saturday, May 20th, from
9 a.m. until 12 noon. We will follow
the work session with lunch for all
our volunteers.
For those who are not familiar with
the plant, garlic mustard is an invasive
wildflower which stands about two feet
high. If left unchecked, it crowds out
smaller native wildflowers. It is also
detrimental to several native butterfly
species whose caterpillars specialize
on native mustards, because garlic
mustard is much less nutritious to
them. Garlic mustard can be controlled

with herbicides, but we prefer to do
manual pulling of the plant instead.
Pulling garlic mustard is not terribly
difficult, but you should be physically
able to do basic gardening work.

If you are interested, please contact
Jim Mundy at jmmundy5@gmail.
com. We will send you directions
and details once we have firmed up
our plans.

Audubon Society of Ohio Offers Branded Reusable Chicobag
Audubon of Ohio supports efforts to
leave the planet better than we found it
and practice wise and respectful use of
natural resources. One way to do this
is to reduce consumption of single-use
products such as plastic bags, cups,
bottles, straws, and utensils. A reusable
shopping bag that is branded with the
Audubon Society of Ohio logo is now
available to NEW members free of
charge with a local membership. The
bags are also available for purchase at
$10 each to current members and any
other interested bag re-users! The bags
are the ChicoBag Original and they are
a sturdy textile made from 100% postconsumer recycled plastic bottles (wash
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cold, hang dry). Bags have a sewn-in
stuff sack and a carabiner made of
recycled aluminum. ChicoBag is a
B Corp, a certification that is to
business what Fair Trade certification
is to coffee or USDA Organic

certification is to milk. Read more at
www.ChicoBag.com. We are unable
to mail the bags – item must be picked
up and/or purchased at the monthly
meetings held at Winton Woods
Visitors Center.

around the valley . . .
Oxbow, Inc.

Field trip
Sunday, March 19th, 8 a.m.
Leader: Gary Stegner, (812) 6676433, garyandsally@hotmail.com
Meet: In the upper Oxbow parking
lot at the main entrance to the
Oxbow

Field trip
Saturday, April 22th, 8 a.m.
Trip Leader: Darlena Graham,
darlena@fuse.net
Meet: In the upper Oxbow parking
lot at the main entrance to the
Oxbow

The Chat

Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)
Friday Evening, March 17th
7 p.m.
Theme: Nocturnal Vocalizations
Location: Miami Whitewater Park
(Shaker Trace Wetlands)
Leader: Brian Keane,
(513) 961-4476,
keaneb@muohio.edu
Meet: At the Baughman Road
Parking Lot (see directions below)
Join us for this unique field trip,
the general theme of which is
nocturnal vocalizations. This has
become an annual trip because it
has proven to be quite popular over
the past few years. If you’re looking
for something different you won’t
want to miss this one. Join our trip
leader Brian Keene for what should
be a leisurely evening/night walk
around the Miami Whitewater
Wetlands, also known as Shaker
Trace. Brian is a Zoology Professor
at Miami University and is a
past president and current board
member of our Audubon Chapter.
Brian is a skilled naturalist and an
expert in vertebrate zoology. His
goal on this night will be to find
and identify a variety of wildlife
by ear.
Brian plans to begin the trip with a
leisurely walk around the marsh for
about an hour before sunset. On our
walk around the wetland, we should
see several species of waterfowl,
Wilson’s Snipe, Northern Harrier,
other hawks and songbirds.
There is an outside chance that
we could even see a Short-eared
Owl, although it is getting a little
late for that winter visitor on
this date. At dusk we will listen
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American Woodcock © Allan Claybon

for the raspy flight calls of snipe
and the “peenting” of American
Woodcock. Once woodcock are
located by sound we will be able
to watch their courtship displays,
at least until it gets too dark to see
them. We should hear many and
see several.
Once darkness has completely
fallen we will turn our attention
to the amphibian chorus which
should be quite loud in this wetland
habitat. American Toads, Spring
Peepers and Chorus Frogs should
dominate the musical, but Wood
Frogs and Leopard Frogs might be
heard as well. Other species that
might possibly be heard during
our walk would be our resident
owls. There is no guarantee here,
but Great Horned, Barred and
Eastern Screech are all locally
present. Even howling coyotes are
possible as they are becoming quite
common in our rural areas.

We are still a week or two early on
this date for rails and bitterns, but
they are known for their nocturnal
vocalizations as well. So come out
and join Brian for what will most
certainly be a fun and interesting
trip under a night sky.
Note that sunset on March 17th is
7:47 p.m. and Civil Twilight ends
(becomes dark) at 8:14 p.m. The
trip will consist of level, moderate
walking. However the trails
through the wetlands are not all
paved and can be damp and muddy,
so wear appropriate footwear.
Heavy rain at the time will cancel
this trip but we have set a rain date
for the following evening, Saturday
March 18th, same time, same place.
This trip should end a couple
hours after sunset, around
9:45 p.m. There are no restroom
facilities at the Miami Whitewater
wetlands, but they are available
in the main park area nearby. It
The Chat

Field Trips (continued from p. 3)
can be very cold in mid-March,
especially in a marsh at night, so
dress accordingly. Binoculars are
not essential on this trip but are
highly recommended. A Hamilton
County Park Motor Vehicle Permit
is required ($3.00 daily, $10.00
annual) at Miami Whitewater
for each vehicle. If you have any
questions feel free to contact Brian.
Directions: We will begin our walk
at 7 p.m. sharp from the wetlands
parking area on Baughman Road,
so try to arrive a bit before 7. From
I–74, take the Dry Fork Road exit
# 3, and turn right. Continue past
West Rd., and stay on Dry Fork
until it ends. Turn right onto New
Haven Road. At the first stop sign,
turn left onto Oxford Road, and
then immediately left again onto
Baughman Road. Go about 0.6 of a
mile to the dirt parking area on the
right side of the road, just past the
bike trail crossing.
For a park map, directions
& other info visit the Miami
Whitewater/Great Parks website:
http://greatparks.org/parks/miamiwhitewater-forest

Saturday, March 25th
8 a.m.
Theme: Waterfowl & Early Spring
Migration
Location: East Fork State Park
Leader: Bill Stanley,
(513) 324-2796,
tyrannus58@gmail.com
Meet: At the East Fork Water Craft
Office parking lot
(see directions below)
The Chat

This field trip will focus on early
spring migration, particularly
waterfowl. Our trip leader, Bill
Stanley, is a skilled, veteran birder
and experienced naturalist. Bill is
also a long time ASO advocate,
current board member and
newsletter editor of the Cincinnati
Bird Club. Many of you know Bill
as someone who has led many field
trips for several local conservation
organizations over the years. While
East Fork State Park is a well
known birding destination in the
Greater Cincinnati area, few people
know the area as well as Bill does.
East Fork happens to be Bill’s
“local patch” as he virtually lives
right next door to this large 4,870
acre State Park which is located in
Clermont County, Ohio.

everywhere and Bill will not ignore
the other wildlife we are certain
to see.

So why not shake off some cabin
fever and come out and join Bill
for what should prove to be a great
day afield. Waterfowl should still
be near peak. The parks 2,100 acre
Harsha Lake is a proven magnet for
a great diversity of waterfowl and
water birds and has a well earned
reputation for turning up rarities.
A diversity of waterfowl (ducks,
geese and swans) should be seen
as should loons, grebes, gulls and
other water-related species. Several
species of raptors should be seen,
including Bald Eagles. The local
breeding eagles should be on nests
by now but migrant eagles may
also be around. Many resident
species and late winter song birds
should still be around in addition
to several species of early migrant
songbirds. Rusty Blackbirds and
Brown Thrasher can also be
expected. Signs of spring will be

Late March can still be very
cold, especially when standing in
the wind next to a lake, so dress
accordingly. If you expect to see
birds well, binoculars are essential.
Scopes make the difference when
viewing waterfowl on a lake so
if you have one, bring it. If you
don’t have a scope Bill and other
birders will be more than glad to
share looks through theirs. Packing
something to drink and a snack is
always a good idea. If you have any
questions feel free to contact Bill.

Bill plans to cover the swimming
beach, the dam area and several
other locations on the south side of
the park and lake. Bill will center
on the lake but also plans to bird
other habitats in the Park. This will
entail driving to various locations
around the park interspersed with
several short walks and lakeside
viewing. While we may walk a
bit, it will be moderate and at a
leisurely pace over mostly level
ground and roadsides. Bill expects
to stay at it until noon, but if
birding is good the trip could last a
bit longer. Restrooms are available
in the park.

Directions: We will meet at the
watercraft office on the south
side of East Fork State Park. To
get there, enter the park from the
south side as if you were heading
toward the beach. The park office
will be on the right. To get to the
south side entrance to East Fork
SP from I–275 take exit # 65,
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Field Trips (continued from p. 4)
SR 125 (Beechmont Ave./Ohio Pike)
and go east about 9 miles to the
junction of Rt. 222. Turn left onto
Bantam Rd. (opposite Rt. 222) and
follow the signs to the park entrance.
Visit the East Fork State Park
website for a Park map and other
info at:
http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/eastfork

Sunday, April 16th
10 a.m.
Theme: Spring Wildflowers,
Shrubs & Trees
Location: Spring Grove Cemetery
& Arboretum
Leader: Denis Conover,
(513) 641-3651,
conovedg@hotmail.com
Meet: At Spring Grove Cemetery.
Park along the main road, just
beyond the tunnel from the main
entrance on Spring Grove Avenue
(see directions below)
The focus of this field trip will
be on spring wildflowers, shrubs
and trees in bloom. Spring Grove
Cemetery is one of Cincinnati’s
most beautiful natural settings and
its designation as an arboretum
is well deserved. A tremendous
diversity and number of plants can
be found here. Anytime of the year
is worth a visit, but the best time
may be during the spring when
many plants are in bloom and at
their most colorful.
Over the years our trip leader,
Denis Conover, has become our goto guy when botany is the theme of
our field trips and we are fortunate
to have him share his knowledge
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with us. Denis is a skilled botanist
and has been involved in various
types of botanical research since
1981 and is a professor in the
department of Biological Sciences
at the University of Cincinnati.
Spring Grove Cemetery is also
one of his favorite places and he is
very familiar with its flora. This
date is a week or two early for the
peak of spring songbird migration
but there should still be plenty of
early migrants around. Denis has
interests in all aspects of natural
history and he will be sure to point
out any birds and other fauna we
are certain to come across.
Denis plans to take us on a walk
through a few different spots in
the cemetery on what should be
a pleasant spring morning and
early afternoon. Along the way
he will point out a wide variety of
plants, many of which will be in
full bloom or close to it. Spring
woodland wildflowers, native and
ornamental plantings, invasive
species, flowering shrubs and trees
in bud will all be pointed out,
identified and discussed. Denis will
give us tips and insight on plant
identification and their natural
history and the problems with
invasive species.
Other than a short drive here
or there to move to a different
part of the grounds, participants
should be prepared for a few hours
of being on foot and moderate
walking. Most of the walking will
be relatively flat and on pavement,
but there are a few low hills and
there will also be some walking
in damp or wet grass. We suggest

wearing comfortable waterproof
footwear. Binoculars are not
necessary to see flowers and trees
but are recommended if you have
them, especially if you want to see
songbirds. Restrooms are available
at the cemetery office. Only severe
weather will cancel this trip. If
you have any questions feel free to
contact Denis.
Directions: The Spring Grove
Cemetery & Arboretum main
entrance is located at 4521 Spring
Grove Avenue just west of the
Winton Road intersection. To
find our meeting spot, drive in
the Spring Grove Avenue main
gates and go straight. You will go
through a short tunnel (old RR
archway). Just beyond the tunnel
pull over and park alongside
the road.
Spring Grove Cemetery website:
http://www.springgrove.org/springgrove-cemetery.aspx
Spring Grove Cemetery Map:
http://www.springgrove.org/
uploads/docs/SG_Map2012.pdf

Sunday April 30th
7:30 a.m.
Theme: Spring Migration
Location: Spring Valley Wildlife
Area/Caesar Creek SP Region
Leader: Ann Oliver,
(513) 307-0929,
annieobirder@yahoo.com
Meet: At the Caesar Creek State
Park swimming beach parking lot.
(see the directions below)
Join our trip leader Ann Oliver
The Chat

Field Trips (continued from p. 5)
for what should be a great day
of spring birding in one of our
region’s best birding sites. Ann is
an ASO advocate and a past board
member. She is also a skilled,
experienced and ardent birder and
doesn’t miss much. That’s a good
thing, because spring migration
will be near peak on this date and
birds should be abundant. Our
destination for this trip is located
in the extreme northeast corner
of Warren County, Ohio. Spring
Valley Wildlife Area (SVWA) is
made up of 842 acres of riparian
woodland, fields and brushy areas
situated along the banks of the
upper Little Miami River. It is
noted for its excellent marsh (150
acres) and wetlands and represents
one of the few remaining large
wetlands in our region. The nearby
Caesar Creek State Park has
over 7,900 acres of varied habitat
including a 2,830 acre lake.
Ann plans to begin the day at
the swimming beach at Caesar
Creek State Park and expects to
find a few species that are easier
to find here than at Spring Valley
later in the morning. These would
include loons, gulls, terns and a
few shorebirds. From there Ann
plans to drive directly to the nearby
Spring Valley Wildlife Area.
Ann plans to spend the rest of
the morning walking the trails
around and through the marsh and
woodlands at SVWA. The trail is a
loop of over a mile but is level for
the most part. Parts of the trail can
be wet (we are in a marsh after all),
so wear appropriate footwear. Ann
has had great success attracting
The Chat

rails along the boardwalk in the
marsh but it is likely that the
boardwalk will be closed in the
future. We still hope to get some
good looks at Sora and Virginia
Rails. Migrant and returning
resident songbirds, including many
species of warblers, should be
plentiful, vocal and near peak on
this date. Other species that can be
expected on this trip include rails,
bitterns, waders, shorebirds, marsh
birds, terns, loons, waterfowl,
several species of hawks, including
eagles and osprey (both of which
nest in the area) and a diverse
number of song birds. If time
allows, Ann may take a look at
the nearby and usually productive
Roxanna gravel pits as well.
This trip is scheduled for the last
day of April, one day before May
1st. This is the best time of the
year to get out birding, so consider
joining Ann for what we expect
will be a really great spring day.
The trip will end sometime in the

early afternoon, so pack a lunch
and plan accordingly. Caesar
Creek SP has plenty of restroom
facilities but Spring Valley only
offers primitive accommodations.
Binoculars are essential on this
trip. Feel free to contact Ann if you
have any questions.
Directions: To get to the Caesar
Creek State Park swimming beach
from Cincinnati, take I–71 north
to the State Route 73 exit # 45.
Turn left/west onto Rt. 73 and go
about 5 miles. After crossing the
Rt. 73 Bridge over Caesar Creek
Lake, turn right at the State Park
entrance and follow the signs to the
swimming beach parking lot.
Spring Valley Wildlife Area
Link:
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/
springvalley
Caesar Creek State Park &
Directions Link:
http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/caesarcreek

31st Annual Oxbow Birdathon
Begins: 5 p.m., Friday, May 12th
Ends: 5 p.m., Saturday, May 13th
For details and more information
regarding the 2017 Oxbow
Birdathon contact Jon Seymour
or Jay Stenger directly.
Jon Seymour, (513) 851-9835,
jlsjks@hotmail.com
Jay Stenger, (513) 522-8147,
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
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Programs

March 20th: “What is eBird?”
Brian Wulker will present the
program “What is eBird?” at the
March 20th meeting. Brian is well
experienced using the digital birding
database called eBird – he is the
reviewer for sightings reported
in several Ohio and Kentucky
counties, primarily along a section
of the Ohio River corridor. eBird
was started 14 years ago and has
grown into one of the major outlets
for bird reports across the United
States. Over 455,000 bird checklists
have been submitted in Ohio,

with about 43,000 coming from
Hamilton, Butler, Clermont, and
Warren counties. Brian will help you
understand the features in eBird, the
status of Southwest Ohio eBird, and
plans and goals for the future of the
database. At this program you will
learn why the birding community
and ornithologists are excited to
maintain this new database and how
the results will help natural resource
managers make smarter decisions
that can benefit birds and their
ecosystems. Time will be provided

for you to ask questions about how
to use eBird and how the review
process works.
Brian Wulker has been a life-long
birder, works as an environmental
scientist and has taught college
biology classes. He also moderates
the Cincinnati Birders Facebook
page, currently serves as the program
coordinator for the Cincinnati Bird
Club and maintains an extensive
personal bird list.

April 17th: The Associations Between Birds and Their Habitat
Many of you may know our April
speaker, Jack Stenger. Jack is a
lifetime member of our Audubon
Society as he was introduced to the
organization at an early age. The son
of ASO board member Jay Stenger,
Jack has been immersed in birds
and natural history since he can first
remember. Jack is now a PhD student
at University of Cincinnati where he
studies the evolution and ecology of
Darwin’s Finches.
He has worked on various bird
research projects since 2006 for
Intermountain Bid Observatory, Bird
Conservancy of the Rockies, and Ohio
State University. Jack is currently the
President of the Cincinnati Bird Club
and the Secretary of the Ohio Birds
Record Committee. He is the compiler
of the Ohio River Christmas Bird
Count and the co-compiler of
the Cincinnati Christmas Bird Count.
Jack has led numerous field trips for
ASO and other organizations and is
an instructor for the ASO Annual
Bird Classes.

The Chat

The gist of Jacks program will be the
associations between birds and their
habitats. You will often hear birders
comment that a bird is “adapted” to
a specific habitat. However this is a
loaded term that Jack will attempt
to tease apart. The purpose of Jack’s
talk will be to address the question
of “What is natural?” when it comes
to the associations between birds
and their habitat. His talk will paint
in big brush strokes and span the
evolutionary history of birds, their
historical ecology, and their modern
use of novel human landscape.
This should be a unique presentation
that blends theoretical aspects of
evolutionary biology with practical
tips in bird finding. There will be
many examples and wide-ranging
asides so the program should be
interesting for all. At the end of the
presentation Jack hopes that we will
look at our local bird communities
with a new perspective.
Jack is an entertaining speaker and
this program should prove to be

informative, interesting and fun.
We hope to see you there. The April
meeting will be held on Monday,
April 17th at the Winton Woods
Visitor Centre and will begin at 7 p.m.
The meeting will begin with a short
social period, refreshments provided,
followed by some brief business and
announcements.

Audubon programs are held on the
third Monday of the month (not
including January, July, August
or December). We meet at 7 p.m.
for light refreshments, with the
program beginning at 7:30 p.m.
We meet at the Winton Woods
Visitor Center, located at 10245
Winton Road.
Note that a Park District auto
sticker is required – $3.00 daily
or $10.00 annual for Hamilton
County residents, or $5.00 daily or
$14.00 annual for non-residents.
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Our mission is to promote the conservation
and appreciation of nature for environmental
sustainability with a focus on birds, through
habitat protection and education
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