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ENDANGERED:

THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
by Chris Moran

can take several years.

While the federal administration is proposing policies and directives representing a retreat from conservation and protection of the environment, anti-wildlife
members of Congress are proposing actions in a similar direction. For example,
the Endangered Species Act (ESA) must
be “modernized”, “repealed and replaced”
according to the chairs of the Senate and
House Environmental committees. States
should have the authority over imperiled
species. Some say the ESA impedes economic development, oil drilling, mining
and farming and infringes on the rights of
states and private landowners. Others assert the ESA has failed at recovering and
delisting species.

Federal agencies are prohibited from carrying out actions that adversely modify
critical habitat of the species listed and a
recovery plan must be created. To delist a
species, population size and growth, stability of habitat, quality and quantity, and
the elimination or control of the threats,
are considered.

The 1973 Endangered Species Act seeks
to protect imperiled species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend.
The ESA is administered by U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (FWS), which is
responsible for terrestrial and freshwater organisms, and the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS), which is
responsible for marine wildlife. Species
are listed as endangered, meaning a species is in danger of extinction throughout
most or all of its range, or threatened,
meaning a species is likely to become
endangered in the foreseeable future.
Its intent is to halt and reverse the trend

According to a 2016 American Bird
Conservancy report, of the 96 bird species protected by the ESA more than 70
percent were increasing, stable or have
been delisted due to recovery. The ESA
has led to the recovery of such listed birds
as the Bald Eagle, California Condor and
the Whooping Crane.
While initial threats to birds included
overhunting, current threats to birds
include habitat loss, invasive species,
pesticides, and climate change. The ESA
continues to be a necessary provision to
protect birds and wildlife.
California Condor, by Phil Armitage, via Wikimedia
Commons

toward species extinction. A species that
meets the criteria can be listed by either
of the federal agencies directly or an individual or organization can request one
of the agencies to list a species. Listing
must be based solely on the best scientific and commercial data available and

Contact your elected representatives and
urge them to oppose efforts to weaken or
undermine the Endangered Species Act.
www.house.gov/representatives/find
www.senate.gov

Conservation

Butterfly Workshop
by Ned Keller

We will hold a one-day workshop
devoted to butterflies at Audubon
House on Saturday, July 15.
The workshop will include
indoor presentations on butterfly
identification and attracting
butterflies to your yard in the
morning. After lunch (bring your
own), we’ll spend a couple of
hours looking for butterflies at a
nearby park.
The cost of the workshop will be
$20 for A.S.O. members, or $35
for non-members (which will
include a membership for the
rest of 2017). Participation will
be limited to 30 people. To sign
up, send your check to Audubon
Society of Ohio, 3398 West
Galbraith Road, Cincinnati, OH

45239. Please include your email
address and a telephone number,

Audubon Society of Ohio Board Elections
Our bylaws provide that a third
of our board members are to
be elected by our membership
each year. Last year, the board
completely overlooked our
responsibility to conduct an
election. So, this year we will
be conducting two elections at
our June meeting, on June 19.
Penny Borgman, Brian Keane
and Chris Moran will be up for
election to the remaining two
years of the term which ends in
2019. And Richard Amable, Ned
Keller, Mark Gilsdorf and John
Stewart will be up for election
for the term ending in 2020.
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You can nominate additional
candidates for board positions
by contacting our Secretary,
Chris Moran, at vstlib@yahoo.
com. You can also make

so that we can contact you with
details about the event.

nominations from the floor
at the June meeting. If your
nominee is not present, you
must have that person’s written
consent to serve as a trustee.

around the valley . . .
Oxbow, Inc.

Field trip
Sunday, May, 21st, 8 a.m.
Leader: Dave Helm, (513) 4034519, helmmd@icloud.com
Meet: In the upper Oxbow parking
lot at the main entrance to the
Oxbow

Field trip
Saturday, June 17th, 8 a.m.
Trip Leader: Chris Moran, (513)
481-6058, vstlib@yahoo.com
Meet: In the upper Oxbow parking
lot at the main entrance to the
Oxbow
The Chat

Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)
Saturday, May 20th,
7:30 a.m.
Theme: Spring Migration in a
Community Gardens
Location: Mariemont Gardens
Park, aka South 80
Leader: Ann Oliver,
(513) 307-0929,
annieobirder@yahoo.com
Meet: In the Mariemont
Swimming Pool parking lot at
6000 Mariemont Ave.
(see directions below)
Our trip leader, Ann Oliver, is an
experienced and skilled birder
and long-time ASO advocate and
past board member. One of Ann’s
favorite local birding sites is
generally unknown to many area
birders and falls into the hidden
gem category. This field trip will be
a joint endeavor with the South 80
organization.
The Mariemont Gardens Park, also
known as South 80 (80 acre site)
is a community gardens managed
by the village of Mariemont. The
Park is open to the public and,
as the name implies, consists of
a public garden were residents of
Mariemont grow a host of plants.
But there is much more here than
just the gardens. The gardens
are surrounded by a mosaic of
cropland, woodland and a riparian
bottomland forest along the Little
Miami River which flows along
its south boundary. Foot trails
make walking around the area
fairly easy. Spring migration will
still be underway on this date.
This spot is a songbird magnet
and finding spring migrants and
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Yellow Warbler © Allan Claybon

resident songbirds will be the focus
of this trip. Ann plans to spend the
morning ambling along the paths
looking for the abundant birdlife of
the area and any other wildlife we
run across.

Pleasant Ave. south for one block
to Mariemont Ave. Turn right onto
Mariemont Ave. and go 4/10 of a
mile to the Mariemont Swimming
Pool parking lot at the end of the
road.

This trip will run until about noon.
It will consist of leisurely walking
the trails around the gardens. While
the terrain is generally flat, there
are a few rugged spots and rain can
create wet or muddy spots. To make
your walk more comfortable we
recommend waterproof footwear,
wearing long pants and bringing
sunscreen, insect repellent and
water. There are also no restrooms
available at the preserve there are
plenty of public businesses nearby.
If you have questions don’t hesitate
to contact Ann.

For more information on this area
check out the following links:

Directions:
Mariemont Swimming Pool
6000 Mariemont Ave, Cincinnati,
OH 45227
From U.S. 50 in Mariemont, take

http://www.mariemont.com/
category/community-parks/
https://www.facebook.com/
south80gardens/
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Mariemont-GardensPark/118059641580292

Sunday, May 21st, 8 a.m.
Theme: Spring Migration &
Wetland Biodiversity
Location: Gilmore Ponds Preserve
Leader: Charlie Saunders,
(513) 254-3957
Meet: In the Gilmore Ponds north
Parking Lot on North Gilmore
The Chat

Field Trips (continued from p. 3)
Road. (see directions below)
Gilmore Ponds is steeped in local
birding history and at times can be
among the most productive birding
sites in our region. Gilmore Ponds
is a roughly 270 acre seasonal
wetland located in south central
Butler County. Gilmore can be very
wet or fairly dry from year to year,
or season-to-season, depending
on the amount of rainfall the area
receives.
When it is wet, it can teem with
water related species. The dense
brushy borders and edges and the
wet woodlands are always great
for warblers and other migrant
songbirds during spring and fall
migration. This is one of the
wet seasons so we can expect a
diversity of species on this trip.
At one time Gilmore Ponds was
privately owned. During the 1980’s
the Gilmore Ponds Conservancy,
a citizen’s conservation group,
was formed to try to protect the
area from development. The
Conservancy had some success,
acquired some land and got the
attention of the Butler County
Park District, who eventually took
control and now owns the property.
Today Gilmore Ponds faces a new
set of threats but for the time being
it is still a wonderful birding site.
Migrant and resident warblers (this
is a great Prothonotary Warbler
spot) and other songbirds should
abound. While the peak of warbler
migration in our region is roughly
the first two weeks of May, warbler
migration continues throughout
the month. The wetlands may hold
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shorebirds, rails, bitterns, herons,
egrets and teal. Many marsh
species which normally breed only
in the northern half of the state
have been recorded breeding here
over the years during wet spring
and summers. Over the past few
years the resident Great Blue
Heron colony has been joined by
nesting Great Egrets and Doublecrested Cormorants. These are both
unprecedented breeding records for
our region. Black-crowned NightHerons are also expected breeders.
We expect to find a great diversity
of species on our walk and almost
any species that passes through our
region can be expected here.
Gilmore Ponds has a long loop
trail, with several shorter side
trails, and a few observation decks.
Our trip leader Charlie Saunders is
an excellent birder, an all around
naturalist and a long-time ASO
advocate. Charlie lives nearby and
has spent countless hours birding
and exploring Gilmore Ponds
over the years. Charlie has a great
interest in all facets of nature and
will encourage botanizing and
identifying butterflies and other
wildlife we may see.
This is scheduled as a half-day trip
and will end around noon. It will
consist of leisurely walking the
trails around the ponds. While the
terrain is flat, Charlie warns that
the walking could be a bit on the
rough side as the trails can become
overgrown and there may be a
few wet or muddy spots. To make
your walk more comfortable we
recommend waterproof footwear,
wearing long pants and bringing

sunscreen, insect repellent and
water. There are also no restrooms
available at the preserve. But
for those of us who don’t mind
stomping the brush there will be
plenty of birds to see and a unique
habitat to explore. Butler County
Parks requires non-residents to
purchase a Motor Vehicle Permit
($10 annual, $5 daily). They can
be purchased from Park Rangers
if you see one. If you have any
questions feel free to contact
Charlie.
Location: Gilmore Ponds is
located in Fairfield in south central
Butler County. Gilmore Ponds
proper is bounded on the south
by Symmes Road, on the east by
the Route 4 Bypass, on the west
by North Gilmore Road and on
the north by the Butler County
Regional Airport. There is a small
parking lot on Symmes Road and
a larger parking lot on N. Gilmore
Rd. just south of the RR tracks.
We will meet in the N. Gilmore
parking lot. There are several ways
to get to Gilmore Ponds. One way
is described below.
Directions 1: To reach Gilmore
Ponds from I-275 take the Route 4
exit # 41 and go north on Rt. 4 for
about 2.5 miles. Turn right onto the
Route 4 Bypass and go about 1.5
miles to Symmes Road. Turn left
onto Symmes and go about 1 mile
to N. Gilmore Road. Turn right
onto N. Gilmore Rd. and go about
.6 of a mile to the Parking Lot on
the right just before the RR tracks.
Directions 2: You could also take
the I-275 Winton Rd exit # 39 and
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Field Trips (continued from p. 4)
go north on Winton Rd. Be aware
that Winton Rd. changes its name
to South Gilmore Road in Butler
County. Continue north on S.
Gilmore Rd to the intersection/stop
light at Rt. 4. Go straight, crossing
Rt. 4 and immediately turn left at
the first light which is N. Gilmore
Rd. Go north on N. Gilmore Rd.
for about 1.6 miles to the parking
lot on the right just before the RR
tracks.
For Park & trail map and other info
visit the Butler County Gilmore
Ponds web page link below
http://www.yourmetroparks.net/
gilmore.asp
For a Gilmore Preserve trail map
check the following link:
http://www.yourmetroparks.net/
gilmore-map.pdf

Saturday, June 10th,
9 a.m.
Theme: Breeding Birds, Butterflies
& Wildflowers
Location: Warder Perkins State
Nature Preserve
Leader: Kathy McDonald &
Ned Keller, (513) 349-3369,
nedkeller49@gmail.com
Meet: In the Crossroads Church
back parking lot. (see the directions
below)
This field trip will fall under the
heading of a general nature hike,
but the focus will be on breeding
birds, butterflies and wildflowers.
Warder Perkins Preserve is another
little known local natural area
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and hidden gem. Owned by our
Cincinnati Audubon Chapter,
Warder Perkins was designated a
State Nature Preserve in 1990 and
can only be visited by permit. The
Preserve is situated among the
rolling hills above the Ohio River
in southwestern Hamilton County.
The habitat found on this 25 acre
site is mostly mature woodland
with a well developed understory.
A picturesque forest stream runs
through the site and a power line
cut on the edge of the property
provides some brushy succesional
habitat.
Our trip leaders are husband and
wife team Kathy McDonald and
Ned Keller, both well know area
naturalists and conservationists.
Kathy and Ned are also longtime
ASO advocates and both have
served on our ASO board. In
fact Ned is our current President.
Together they bring a unique skill
set as field trip leaders. Ned is an
expert birder with a great interest
in botany and Kathy is a skilled
botanizer and a founder of the
Greater Cincinnati Wild Ones, an
organization that promotes native
plants and natural landscaping.
Kathy also shares a love of birds
with Ned and both are butterfly
enthusiasts.
Expect to see many birds,
butterflies, wildflowers and other
plants on this morning walk.
So come on out and join Kathy
and Ned for what should be a
wonderful morning exploring a
lovely and little known natural
area. This walk will run to about
noon. The first half of this trip

will be fairly level walking, but
the second half will be off trail
and fairly steep in places. To make
your walk more comfortable we
recommend waterproof footwear,
wearing long pants and bringing
sunscreen, insect repellent and
water. Binoculars are necessary
if you expect to see birds. There
are no restrooms available at the
preserve. Contact Ned if you have
any questions.
Directions: Warder Perkins Nature
Preserve has no direct street access.
The property is reached from the
back parking lot of the Crossroads
West Side Church located at 8575
Bridgetown Road in Miami Heights
(the Church has a Cleves, OH
postal designation). After entering
the church’s driveway, bear to the
right and go all the way to the back
of the parking lot.
Find a Google Map on the
Crossroads Church website listed
below. Be sure to click on the West
Side location.
https://www.crossroads.net/
locations/

Saturday, June 17th, 8 a.m.
Theme: Grassland Birds
Location: Fernald Preserve
Leader: Brian Wulker,
(513) 405-8373),
bdwulker@gmail.com
Meet: In the Fernald Visitor Center
Parking Lot (see directions below)
Fernald Preserve has a great
diversity of habitats that include
grassland, weedy fields, marshes,
The Chat

Field Trips (continued from p. 5)
ponds, savannah, woodland, pine
plantings and riparian corridor all
of which attract a great number of
birds and other wildlife. Much of
the 1,050 acres at Fernald Preserve
is open country. While this will
be a general birding field trip
our focus will be the grasslands
and succession areas found at
the preserve and the specialized
species of birds that use those
habitats.
Our leader, Brian Wulker, is a
skilled and expert birder and is also
on the staff of Fernald Preserve.
Brian knows the area inside and
out; that, coupled with his birding
skills, will assure we won’t miss
much. Brian plans to spend the
morning covering a number of
sections of the preserve, so this
trip will consist of a good amount
of walking roadsides and trails,
but the terrain is relatively flat and
even.
Due to the Preserves grassland and
open habitats, a number of species
of birds that can be found here
in decent numbers are generally
scarce or absent from many other
areas of the tri-state. Some of
the species that we should find
include Dickcissel, Grasshopper
& Savannah Sparrows, and Blue
Grosbeaks and possibly Henslow’s
Sparrow, Marsh Wren, Bobolink
and Northern Bobwhite. More
common species such as American
Kestrel, Eastern Kingbirds, Willow
Flycatchers, Yellow-breasted
Chats, Orchard Orioles and Eastern
Meadowlarks will be easily found.
As I said before, Fernald offers
a diversity of habitats and Brian
The Chat

won’t ignore any of the birds or
wildlife we find as we move about
the area.
This trip will run until about noon.
Restrooms and water are available
at the Visitor Center. This is the
middle of summer so we can expect
the day to be hot. Sunscreen,
insect repellant and carrying your
own water will make for a more
comfortable trip. If you expect to
see birds you will need binoculars.
Feel free to contact Brian if you
have any questions.

Directions: Fernald Preserve is
located in Northwestern Hamilton
County. The entrance is located
at 7400 Wiley Road, about ¼ of
a mile west of State Route 128.
Follow the entrance road to where
it ends at the Visitor Center.
Use this link for further directions:
http://www.lm.doe.gov/Fernald/
Visitors_Center/Directions.pdf
Visit the Fernald Preserve website at:
http://www.lm.doe.gov/Fernald/
Visitors_Center/Visitors_Center.
pdf

Grasshopper Sparrow © Allan Claybon
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Programs

May 15th: Raptor Banding through the Seasons
I am pleased to announce that our
May speaker is raptor researcher
Jeff Hays. Many of you know Jeff as
our “local” raptor expert, as he has
been associated with hawk & owl
banding and research in Cincinnati
since 1989. In 1989 Jeff began a
long association with Raptor Inc.,
our local birds-of-prey rehabilitation
organization. It was around that
time that Jeff also became involved
in the Cincinnati Peregrine Falcon
hacking project. Jeff is still active
with Raptor Inc. in all its facets
and is their current Vice-President
after many years as Treasurer. Jeff
is also a licensed bird bander and
a longtime member of the Ohio
Bird Banders Association. Its his
proclivity for banding raptors that
first pops into one’s mind when
thinking about Jeff. If you ever saw
a hawk or owl chick banded locally,
chances are it was Jeff who climbed
the tree. Jeff has been a raptor

researcher since 1996 and he might
be best known for his work with
local Red-shoulderd Hawks. Jeff has
co-written at least nine articles on
Red-shouldered Hawk ecology that
have been published in The Condor,
The Wilson’s Bulletin and The
Journal of Raptor Research. He has
also co-written the Red-Shouldered
Hawk passage for Birds of North
America (BNA). Jeff has also worked
with several the Departments
of Natural Resources of Ohio,
Kentucky, Indiana, Michigan, and
Wisconsin as well as the Hamilton
County Park District.

Jeff brings all of this experience to
his May program entitled “Raptor
Banding through the Seasons”. Using
a slide presentation, Jeff will walk
us through what he calls “the perfect
year of banding”. Beginning with
local Great Horned Owl banding
in March, and continuing well into

June 19th: Fascinating Flying Squirrels
The speaker for our June program, John
Klein, will be familiar to many of you.
John is retired from the Great Parks of
Hamilton County where he worked for 33
years, his last 22 years as Land Manager.
During John’s long stewardship with
Great Parks, he oversaw many exceptional
projects, including the creation of the
Shaker Trace Nursery, the wetlands
restoration at Miami Whitewater Forest,
The Winton Lake restoration and the
acquisition of many new park properties
to name just a few. John is also a longtime
advocate and current board member of
both the Western Wildlife Corridor and
Oxbow Inc. John is a complete naturalist
and has a diverse knowledge of Natural
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July, banding Ospreys in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula, Jeff will walk us
through a complete season, species
by species, of raptor banding. Along
the way, Jeff will give us his insights
on the ecology of many species of
eagles, hawks and owls. You might
be surprised at the number of raptor
species this includes. This should
prove to be a fascinating program
and one that you don’t want to miss.

History. One of his more recent interests is
the Southern Flying Squirrel, which is the
topic of his June program.
John has been interested in these amazing
animals for several years and has even
designed special nest boxes and feeders
to attract them. John, as well as other
wildlife experts, claims that the rarely seen
Southern Flying Squirrel is in fact Ohio’s
most common squirrel! John’s program
will give us an insight to this little known
species and will discuss their ecology,
habits, range and habitat. John will also
give us inside tips on how we can find and
attract this nocturnal specter on our own.
John is a great speaker and this program
should be fun as well as informative.

Red-shouldered Hawk, by Gouldingken, via Wikimedia
Commons

Audubon programs are held on the
third Monday of the month (not
including January, July, August
or December). We meet at 7 p.m.
for light refreshments, with the
program beginning at 7:30 p.m.
We meet at the Winton Woods
Visitor Center, located at 10245
Winton Road.
Note that a Park District auto
sticker is required – $3.00 daily
or $10.00 annual for Hamilton
County residents, or $5.00 daily or
$14.00 annual for non-residents.
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