
You don’t have to commit to the whole day 
either. You are welcome to participate for 
as long as you like; a half-day or even just a 
few hours would be great. If you live within 
a count circle you can choose to stay home 
and count the birds at your feeders.

The data collected by observers over the 
past century allow researchers, conser-
vation biologists, and other interested 
individuals to study the long-term health 
and status of bird populations across North 
America. When combined with other 
surveys such as the Breeding Bird Survey, 
it provides a picture of how the continent’s 
bird populations have changed in time and 
space over the past hundred years. The 
long-term perspective made possible by the 
Christmas Bird Count is vital for conser-

vationists. It informs strategies to protect 
birds and their habitat - and helps identify 
environmental issues with implications for 
people as well. 

The first CBC was done on Christmas 
Day of 1900 as an alternative activity 
to an event called the “side hunt” where 
people chose sides, then went out and shot 
as many birds as they could. The group 
that came in with the largest number of 
dead birds won the event. Frank Chap-
man, a famed ornithologist at the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History and the 
editor of Bird-Lore (which became the 
publication of the National Association of 
Audubon Society’s when that organization 
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The 118th National Audubon Society Christmas Bird Counts 
by Jay Stenger
Note: All National Audubon Society 
Christmas Bird Counts remain FREE. 

The Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is a long-
standing program of the National Audubon 
Society, with over 100 years of citizen 
science involvement. It is an early-winter 
bird census, where thousands of volunteers 
across the US, Canada and 19 countries 
in the Western Hemisphere, go out over a 
24-hour period to count birds. Over 2,300 
individual counts were conducted and over 
71,000 people participated last year.

Count volunteers search for birds within 
a designated 15-mile (24-km) diameter 
circle while counting every bird they see 
or hear throughout the day. It’s not just 
a species tally; all individual birds are 
counted, giving an indication of the total 
number of birds within the circle that day. 
If observers live within a CBC circle, they 
may arrange in advance to count the birds 
at their feeders and submit those data to 
the count compiler. All individual CBC’s 
are conducted during the period beginning 
December 14th through January 5th each 
season, and each count is conducted during 
one calendar day. 

CBC participants are organized into groups 
or field parties by the compiler of the count. 
Each field party covers a prearranged and 
specific area within the 15-mile diameter 
count circle. And everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to participate regardless of 
one’s birding skills. Compilers arrange field 
parties so that inexperienced observers are 
always out with seasoned CBC veterans. continued on p. 7
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Programs

This program will be 
a pictorial adventure; a 
wander through Ohio’s 
varied habitats with visits 
to flora and fauna great 
and small. We’ll look at 
well-known plants and 
animals, and obscure 
species that few have 
heard of or encountered. 
Overarching all is the 
importance of ALL the 
cogs of the ecological 
wheel, and the need to 
protect everything.

Jim worked for the Ohio 
Department of Natural 
Resources for 31 years 
as a botanist, and later 
specializing in wildlife 
diversity projects, 
especially involving 
birds. He has authored 
or coauthored six books, 
including Birds of Ohio 
(Lone Pine 2004); and 
Wild Ohio: The Best of 
Our Natural Heritage 
(Kent State University 
Press 2009). The latter 
won the 2010 Ohioana 
Book award. He is a 

coauthor of the Ohio 
Breeding Bird Atlas II 
book. Jim writes a column, 
Nature, for the Columbus 
Dispatch, and regularly 
publishes a natural history 
blog. He has written 
numerous articles in a 
variety of publications, 
and has delivered 
hundreds of presentations 
throughout the eastern 
United States. He was 
named 2015 Conservation 
Communicator of the 

Nov. 20th: A Romp through Ohio’s Flora and Fauna

Audubon programs are held on the third Monday 
of the month (not including January, July, August or 
December). We meet at 7 p.m. for light refreshments, 
with the program beginning at 7:30 p.m. We meet at 
the Winton Woods Visitor Center, located at 10245 
Winton Road. 

Note that a Park District auto sticker is required – $3.00 
daily or $10.00 annual for Hamilton County residents, or 
$5.00 daily or $14.00 annual for non-residents.

There will be no Audubon Society meeting in the month of December, to allow 
full participation in the Christmas Bird Counts. Our regular Monthly Meetings will 
resume in January.

No Audubon Meeting in December

Year by the Ohio League 
of Sportsmen. Jim is 
an avid photographer, 
shooting a range of natural 

history subjects. He has 
had hundreds of photos 
published in various 
forums.
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

Saturday, Nov. 18th,  
8 a.m.
Theme: Waterfowl & Late  
Fall Migrants 
Location: Brookville Lake Area 
Co-Leader: Jack Stenger, (513) 
503-3389, jackstenger@gmail.com 
Co-Leader: Jay Stenger, (513) 522-
8147, jaystenger@cinci.rr.com 
Meet: at the Park & Ride Lot at 
I–275 Exit # 7.  
(see directions below)

NOTE: This field trip will be 
conducted jointly with the Audubon 
Society and the Cincinnati Bird 
Club.

The focus of this trip will be the fall 
waterfowl migration, which should be 
near peak at this date. Our trip leaders 
plan to visit several spots around 
Brookville Lake and then make the 
short hop over to Hueston Woods 
before returning home. Both of these 
locations are hotspots and are excellent 
for attracting waterfowl and water birds 
at this season. The rural countryside 
surrounding these two large lakes has 
diverse habitats so we expect to find a 
great variety and diversity of species 
throughout the day. In addition to many 
species of waterfowl we also expect 
to see loons, grebes, gulls, Sandhill 
Cranes, late shorebirds (such as Dunlin 
& Wilson’s Snipe), Bald Eagles, many 
hawks, numbers of seasonal songbirds 
and much more. Rare species are 
always possible. Prairie Falcon and 
Golden Eagle have been seen on this 
trip in recent years.

This will be an auto type tour and 
will consist of driving from spot to 
spot interspersed with a few short 

*

around the valley . . .
Oxbow, Inc.
Fall Waterfowl Migration
Sun., November 5th, 8 a.m.
Leader: Gary Stegner,  
(812) 667-6433,  
garyandsally@hotmail.com
Meet: In the upper Oxbow 
parking lot at the main entrance 
to the Oxbow

Cincinnati Nature Center
Bird Walk
Saturday, Nov. 25th & Dec. 9th

Meet in the Rowe Woods  
parking lot at 8 a.m

easy walks. While the trip duration is 
long and does entail a lot of driving, 
the rewards, in terms of what we see, 
always make it worth the effort.

The trip will run into mid afternoon 
but of course you can leave at any time 
you like. Bring your lunch and drinks. 
It always seems colder around large 
lakes so dress accordingly. If you have 
a scope it will prove useful. Restrooms 
will be available. One important note, 
Indiana State Parks charges a daily per 
car entrance fee ($5 resident, $7 non-
resident). At this time of year there are 
usually no attendants on duty but we 
cannot be sure of that.

We will meet at 8 a.m. at the park & 
ride lot, located right at the I-275 Exit # 
7 at SR 128 marked Cleves-Hamilton. 
This is the first exit just west of the 

Great Miami River at Miamitown. 
We will caravan from there to the 
Brookville area, about a 30-minute 
drive. Call or email Jack if you have 
any questions. 

Visit the Brookville Lake website at:

http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2961.htm

Visit the Whitewater Memorial 
State Park (at Brookville Lake) 
website at:

http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2962.htm

Visit the Hueston Woods SP 
website at:

http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/
huestonwoods
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Climate Action

by Chris Moran
The Federal government is retreating 
from efforts to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and move to cleaner 
energy. Other entities continue efforts 
to reduce the use of fossil fuel: states, 
cities, companies such as Dell, P&G, 
HP among others, and non-profit 
organizations including Audubon. 
http://sciencebasedtargets.org/
Some states have formed a U.S. Cli-
mate Alliance committed to the goal 
of reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions consistent with the goals of the 
Paris Agreement, the United Nations 
sponsored world-wide pledge to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions. Ohio 
is not part of the Climate Alliance. In 
this coalition the larger states of Cali-
fornia, Colorado and New York are 
leading the country’s emissions re-
ductions.  Implementing those states’ 

climate action plans has contributed 
to the state’s growing economy.  

U.S. Mayors are working on climate 
protection efforts under a Mayors 
Climate Protection Agreement. 
Signatories pledge to reduce their 
city’s greenhouse gas emissions and 
urge the federal government and their 
state government to enact emission 
reduction legislation. Cincinnati is 
a participant and has had a Climate 
Protection Plan currently being up-
dated.  
www.greencincinnatiplan.com
Be part of moving toward less pol-
luting, more efficient and renewable 
sources of energy. Be informed about 
the results of fossil fuel usage from 
its extraction to its burning. Contact 
your elected officials especially your 
state representative and senator and 
federal House Representative and 

Senators. A simple message ex-
pressing support for renewal energy 
sources is helpful. A message informs 
these representatives that there are 
constituents who are interested and 
want clean energy.  

Reduce your contributions to fossil 
fuel use by using energy efficient 
appliances and fixtures at home 
and turn them off when not in use. 
Make energy efficient transportation 
choices including walking. 

For Ohio senators and representa-
tives:  www.ohiosenate.gov 
www.house.state.oh.us
For Senator Sherrod Brown:  
www.brown.senate.gov
For Senator Rob Portman:  
www.portman.senate.gov
For your US House:  
http://www.house.gov/
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Migration

Snowy Owl. © Photo by Lana Hays

by Leslie Nemo
National Audubon Society

Four years ago, thousands of 
Snowy Owls stormed the north-
ern United States, taking up 
posts in surroundings drastically 
different from the flat Arctic 
tundra over which they typi-
cally preside. Some whiled away 
the hours peering at dog walk-
ers from suburban fences; one 
learned to hunt around a Minne-
sota brewery with mouse prob-
lems. In a typical winter, around 
10 Snowies visit Pennsylvania, 
but in 2013 the state was graced 
by 400. They were part of the 
largest Snowy Owl irruption, or 
influx of a species into a place 
they don’t usually live, the U.S. 

has seen since the 1920s. 

If you missed it, you might be 
in luck. Project SNOWstorm, a 
volunteer-fueled Snowy Owl-
tracking organization founded 
after that irruption, predicts an-
other wave of Arctic raptors will 
hit North America this winter, 
according to their most recent 
blog post. 

Scott Weidensaul, one of the di-
rectors of Project SNOWstorm, 
says the clues point to a big ir-
ruption, but the group also fully 
admits there’s no way to defini-
tively know how big it could be 
or if it will even happen at all. 
“There’s a little bit of voodoo 
and black magic in all of this,” 
Weidensaul says. Though Snowy 

Owl migration patterns are most-
ly mysterious, there have been 
some tell-tale signs that the birds 
are on their way.

For one, some Snowy Owls 
already seem to be retracing the 
last irruption’s process. Data 
are sketchy and variable, but 
it appears that big southward 
movements occur about once 
every four years. That’s because 
lemmings, their preferred prey, 
go through regional population 
explosions at about the same in-
terval. In 2013, those little Arctic 
rodents had a banner year on the 
Ungava Peninsula in Northern 
Quebec, fueling a highly suc-
cessful breeding season for the 

continued on p. 6

Hold Onto Your Bins: Another Blizzard of Snowy Owls Could Be Coming
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owls that flocked to that area. 
Sure enough, this past breeding 
season, Canadian wildlife biolo-
gists studying caribou reported 
an unusually high number of 
owls flapping around the same 
area, reports others have con-
firmed.  

Early stateside migrators have 
also been spotted. A couple 
hundred have flocked to the 
Northeast and Upper Midwest, 
Weidensaul says—single birds 
have been spotted as far south as 
Oklahoma, Missouri, and North 
Carolina—and their numbers are 
building faster than they did in 
2013. When more of the species 
catch up, SNOWstorm volun-
teers will know for sure if the 
irruption is bona fide, and where 
it will hit hardest. 

Part of the uncertainty in pre-
dicting this year’s potential 
irruption stems from the lack of 
people monitoring Snowy Owl 

nests in the wilderness of north-
ern Quebec. According to Wei-
densaul, nests held eight or nine 
eggs each in 2013—far more 
than the typical three to four. 
Those unusually large clutches 
contributed to the impressive 
numbers from a few years ago. 
Without an estimate of recent 
clutch sizes, SNOWstorm can’t 
predict how big this inundation 
could be.

No matter how many ultimately 
show up, these birds are tough. 
People often assume that if they 
see an Arctic bird in, say, Indi-
ana, it must be sick or starving. 
In reality, these Snowy Owls 
are fairly fat and healthy, says 
Weidensaul, and will eat any-
thing they find. That includes 
the Snowy found gnawing on 
a bottle-nosed dolphin carcass 
in Delaware a few years ago, 
fending off its find from Turkey 
Vultures. 

Sometimes, though, the birds 
struggle to navigate developed 
landscapes full of buildings 
and telephone wires. Airport 
runways especially lure Snowy 
Owls in with their flat, treeless 
expanses, where planes taking 
off pose a danger, says Weiden-
saul. If seriously injured, the 
birds might need assistance, but 
otherwise, people shouldn’t get 
too close. Young owls who have 
no experience with humans often 
let birders and photographers ap-
proach them; these interactions 
can end with the birds backing 
up into highways and other dan-
gerous situations. 

Weidensaul doesn’t blame peo-
ple for being curious—the birds 
are a rare glimpse of Arctic life 
that deserve all of the attention. 
As he says, “you’re not going to 
see a polar bear walking through 
your neighborhood.”

Interactive map showing location of confirmed Snowy Owl sightings, available on Project SNOWstorm’s website. Red pins are females, blue pins are males.

Migration (continued from p. 5)
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Conservation (continued from p. 1)

Christmas Bird Counts 

formed in 1905) recognized that declin-
ing bird populations could not withstand 
wanton over-hunting, and proposed to 
count birds on Christmas Day rather than 
shoot them.

There are many Christmas Bird Counts 
to choose from and we encourage you to 
take part in as many as possible. But we 
also hope you can find the time to partici-
pate in at least one of our local Christmas 
Bird Counts listed below. If you have any 
questions concerning a particular count 
feel free to contact that count’s compiler. 

For more information on Audubon 
Society Christmas Bird Counts visit the 
following website: 

http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count.

Ohio River (Oxbow) CBC
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2017
Compiler: Jack Stenger, (513) 503-3389, 
jackstenger@gmail.com

Hamilton–Fairfield CBC
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2017
Compiler: Mike Busam, (513) 259-3262, 
mbusam@gmail.com 

East Fork CBC
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2017
Compiler: Joe Bens, (513) 353-4229, 
joebens@live.com

Western Hamilton County CBC
Date: Saturday, December 23, 2017
Compiler: Ned Keller, (513) 349-3369, 
nedkeller49@gmail.com

Cincinnati CBC
Date: Saturday, December 30, 2017
Co-Compiler: Jack Stenger, (513) 503-
3389, jackstenger@gmail.com
Co-Compiler: Jay Stenger, (513) 522-
8147, jaystenger@cinci.rr.com 

Remember the Dates
National Audubon Society Local Christmas Bird Counts (CBC)



Audubon Society 
of Ohio
3398 W. Galbraith Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45239

513-741-7926 (SWAN)
mail@cincinnatiaudubon.org

Our mission is to promote the conservation 
and appreciation of nature for environmental 
sustainability with a focus on birds, through 
habitat protection and education

President
Ned Keller

Vice President
John Stewart

Treasurer
Jay Stenger

Secretary
Chris Moran

Communications
Ned Keller

Field Trips
Jay Stenger

Preserves
Jim Mundy

Newsletter 
Mark Gilsdorf

Programs
Harris Abramson

Social Media
Richard Amable

Outreach
Penny Borgman

Facilities
Brian Keane

Member-at-Large
Heather Farrington

Become a Friend of the Audubon Society of Ohio
Membership form for the Cincinnati Chapter of the National Audubon Society.

Enclose a check or money order payable to “ASO.”

Membership: ___ 1 Year ($15)   ___ Family ($25)   _________ Additional Contribution

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________ State:___________ Zip:__________

Phone (home) ___________________________ (cell): __________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

Mail to: 
ASO
3398 W. Galbraith Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45239

Your information will not be shared with any other group




