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At the Centenial: uphold
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
by Chris Moran

100 years ago overhunting was accelerating the extinction of songbirds across
the border of the United States and
Canada. This led to a treaty to protect
birds flying across the international
border. Two years later, in 1918, Congress passed the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act (MBTA) banning the hunting or
taking of insectivorous birds and regulating hunting seasons for game birds.
The MBTA was extended to include
Mexico, Russia and Japan, countries
which share migratory bird populations
with Canada and the U.S. Protections
were was broadened and now protects
more than 1,000 species of birds.
Over the last century new threats have
emerged: power lines, communication towers, and oil-waste pits that can
result in collisions or entrapments.
These structures are used during lawful activities but can lead to “incidental
takes,” deaths that occur due to activities that are otherwise lawful. While
the MBTA needs updating to take into
consideration current environmental

issues that are threats to birds there are
also companies, including oil and electric utility sectors, that have worked
with conservation groups and wildlife
agencies to develop and implement
best practices to protect birds.

When best practices are not implemented and activities lead to bird
deaths, the MBTA can be used to issue
penalties in egregious cases and can
provide an incentive to implement best
practices. Since the 1970s U.S. prosecutors have been charging industries
for accidental deaths and injuries to
protected birds. Some energy companies have been fined for violations
of the MBTA, including accidental
deaths of Golden Eagles and other bird
species associated with wind turban
impacts. The Gulf oil spill, the largest oil spill in U.S. history, led to large
fines under the Act.
In November 2017 H.R. 4239, the
SECURE American Energy Act,
passed out of the House Committee on
Natural Resources. The Act promotes
expanded exploration, development

and production of oil, gas and wind resources and energy companies liability
for incidental or accidental ‘taking’ of
MBTA protected birds is removed.

Over 500 organizations, including
Audubon Society of Ohio, have signed
a letter to Members of Congress urging them to defend the MBTA and
oppose efforts to weaken the ability
to address ‘incidental takes’ under the
Act. Wood Ducks, Sandhill Cranes,
Snowy Egrets are some of the birds
saved under the MBTA.
On this year’s 100th Anniversary of
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, contact
your Members of Congress to urge upholding the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
Senator Sherrod Brown:
www.brown.senate.gov
Senator Rob Portman:
www.portman.senate.gov
U.S. House of Representatives:
www.house.gov
and click on Legislators

Programs

March 19th: Cincinnati Lights Out

Speaker: Matthew Shumar
for the Lights Out program in Cincinnati, and find out how you can get
involved with the program.
Matthew Shumar will be presenting “Lights Out for birds: creating
safe passage for migrant landbirds
across the landscape.” Artificial
lighting, which is becoming increasingly abundant on the landscape, has
become a major concern for migratory bird populations. Birds attracted
to bright lighting often fatally collide
with buildings. It is estimated that
between 365 and 988 million birds

are killed by collisions each year in
the United States. The Ohio Bird
Conservation Initiative (OBCI) and
its large network of conservation
organizations has developed a Lights
Out program to work within communities to address light and glass issues
in urban areas. This spring, Lights
Out will launch in Cincinnati! After
Matt’s talk, you can meet members
of the local coordinating committee

Matthew Shumar is the Program Coordinator for OBCI, a collaboration
of non-profit groups, businesses, state
and federal government agencies,
and citizens working to advance bird
conservation efforts. In addition to
his work with OBCI, he is in charge
of web communications for the Association of Field Ornithologists and
is the co-editor of The Second Atlas
of Breeding Birds in Ohio.
Audubon programs are held
on the third Monday of
the month (not including
July, August or December).
We meet at 7 p.m. for light
refreshments, with the program
beginning at 7:30 p.m. We
meet at the Winton Woods
Visitor Center, located at
10245 Winton Road.
Note that a Park District auto
sticker is required – $3 daily
or $10 annual for Hamilton
County residents, or $5 daily
or $14 annual for non-residents.

Photo: Thierry Cohen/Danziger Gallery
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April 16th: Birth Of A New Earth
Rising sea levels, increasing frequency and intensity of storms,
prolonged drought, cities leveled
by war, growing inequity and poverty, and mass species extinction
– these are all features of life in the
21st century and they all concern
environmental politics.

Extending the arguments and ideas
presented in The Wrath of Capital and Hijacking Sustainability,
Adrian Parr asks: How do the
politics of environmentalism work?
Is it a revolutionary movement that
opposes the current system? Or is
it a reformist movement, changing
the system by working within it?
Parr argues it is both.
Birth Of A New Earth locates the
emancipatory work of environmental politics with bastard solidarities
and collective imagination. Bastard
solidarities not only bring together

different political constituencies,
they fuse opposing political strategies and paradigms by working
from inside and outside the prevailing system of exploitation, suffering, and oppression.

Adrian Parr is an environmental and cultural theorist. She is
the Director of the Taft Research
Center at the University of Cincinnati and a UNESCO water chair.
She has published extensively on
environmental politics. Parr has
been interviewed on her views on
environmental activism by The
New York Times, public radio, and
local news. Her most recent book
Birth Of A New Earth (Columbia
University Press, 2018) has been
described as “rare and and brilliant” (Henry Giroux), “prescient”
and a “rigorous and critical analysis” of environmentalism (Ananya
Roy), whilst Bill McKibben noted:

Speaker: Adrian Parr
“As Adrian Parr suggests in timely
fashion, imagination may be the
best weapon we have in the fight
against environmental destruction,
as useful as a new engine or a bigger windmill.”
Here is a short article that was just
published on the project she will
speak about:
http://magazine.uc.edu/editors_
picks/recent_features/imagine.html.
Audubon Society of Ohio Board
of Trustees members are elected
annually at our April members
meeting. Trustees are elected
for three-year terms, which are
staggered so that a third of the
Trustees are elected each year.

Over 500 Water Protectors marched to the location where the Dakota Access pipeline company bulldozed thru a sacred
site that included grave markers on Saturday, Sept 3, 2016. Photo by Dallas Goldtooth.
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This year, Heather Farrington,
Jim Mundy and Jay Stenger
are up for re-election. If you
are an ASO member, you
can also nominate someone
else to run for one of these
positions. To do that, contact
our Secretary, Chris Moran, at
vstlib@yahoo.com.
The Chat

Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)
Sunday, March 11th
8 a.m.
Theme: Waterfowl Auto Tour
Location: Brookville Lake Region
Co-Leaders: Jack Stenger, (513)
503-3389, jackstenger@gmail.com
Jay Stenger, (513) 522-8147,
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
Meet: at the Park & Ride at I-275
Exit # 7 (see directions below)
Note: This field trip will be
conducted jointly with the
Cincinnati Bird Club
* Note: Daylight Saving Time
begins on this date. Set your clocks
forward one hour the night before
this field trip
The focus of this trip will be the
spring waterfowl migration, which
should be near peak at this date.
Our trip leaders Jack and Jay
Stenger plan to visit several spots
around the Brookville Lake Region
and if time permits make the short
hop over to Hueston Woods to take
a quick look around Acton Lake
before returning home.
Jack, and his father Jay, are
exceptionally skilled birders and
have high expectations for this trip.
Jay and Jack know the Brookville
Lake region extremely well, having
birded there many, many times over
the past 30 years.
Both, Brookville Lake & Hueston
Woods Acton Lake, are hotspots
and are excellent for attracting
waterfowl and water birds at this
season. The rural countryside
surrounding these two large lakes
has diverse habitats so we expect
to find a great variety of species
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along the way. Finding 16-18
species of Anatidae (ducks, geese,
and swans) is quite possible. We
also expect to find numbers of
gulls, grebes, Sandhill Cranes,
Bald Eagles and other raptors, and
songbirds including early spring
migrants and lingering winter
visitors. Finding something rare is
always a strong possibility on this
trip. Past ASO March field trips
to Brookville Lake have yielded
Prairie Falcon, Golden Eagle,
Lesser Black-backed Gulls, several
rare waterfowl, and Lapland
Longspurs just to name a few.
Because Brookville Lake is so
large, this field trip will be an
auto-tour type, which will consist
of driving from spot to spot
interspersed with a few short easy
walks. While the trip duration is
long and does entail considerable
driving, the rewards, in terms of
what we see, always make it worth
the effort.
The trip will run into mid to late
afternoon, but of course you can
leave at any time you like. Bring
your lunch and drinks. It always
seems colder around large lakes
so dress accordingly. If you have
a scope it will prove useful.
Restrooms will be available.
One important note; a few of our
scheduled stops will be in Indiana
Park property. Indiana State Parks
charges a daily per car entrance fee
($5 resident, $7 non-resident). At
this time of year there are usually
no attendants on duty but we
cannot be sure of that.
This will be a combined trip with

the Cincinnati Bird Club. Please
note that daylight saving time
begins on this date.
Directions: We will meet at 8
a.m. (the correct, new time) at the
park & ride lot, located on SR 128
at the I-275 Exit # 7 at SR 128
marked Cleves-Hamilton. This is
the first exit just west of the Great
Miami River at Miamitown. We
will caravan from there to the
Brookville area, about a 30-minute
drive. Call or email Jay or Jack if
you have any questions.
Visit the Brookville Lake website at:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2961.htm
Visit the Whitewater Memorial
State Park (at Brookville Lake)
website at:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2962.htm

Friday Evening, Mar. 23rd
7 p.m.

Note that this is an evening trip
Theme: Nocturnal Vocalizations
Location: Miami Whitewater Park
(Shaker Trace Wetlands)
Leader: Brian Keane, (513) 9614476, keaneb@muohio.edu
Meet: in the Baughman Road
parking lot (see directions below)
Join us for this unique field trip,
the general theme of which is
night sounds, or more specifically,
nocturnal vocalizations. This trip
has proven to be quite popular over
the past few years and has become
an annual event
The Chat

Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)
If you’re looking for something
different you might not want to
miss this one.
Join our trip leader Brian Keene
for what should be a leisurely
evening/night walk around the
Miami Whitewater Wetlands
known as Shaker Trace. Brian
is a Zoology Professor at Miami
University and is a past president
and current board member of
our Audubon Chapter. Brian is a
skilled naturalist and an expert in
vertebrate zoology. His goal on this
night will be to find and identify a
variety of wildlife by ear.
Brian plans to begin the trip with
a leisurely walk around the marsh
for about an hour before sunset.
On our walk around the wetland,
we should see several species
of waterfowl, Wilson’s Snipe,
Northern Harrier and other hawks
and songbirds. There is an outside
chance that we could even see a
Short-eared Owl, although it is
getting a little late for that winter
visitor on this date. At dusk we
will listen for the raspy flight
calls of snipe and the “peenting”
of American Woodcock. Once
woodcock are located by sound
we will be able to watch their
courtship displays, at least until
it gets too dark to see them. We
should hear many and see several.
Once darkness has completely
fallen we will turn our attention
to the amphibian chorus which
should be quite loud in this wetland
habitat. American Toads, Spring
Peepers and Chorus Frogs should
dominate the musical, but Wood
Frogs and Leopard Frogs might be
The Chat

heard as well. Other species that
might possibly be heard during
our walk would be our resident
owls. There is no guarantee here,
but Great Horned, Barred and
Eastern Screech are all locally
present. Even howling coyotes
are possible as they are becoming
quite common in our rural areas.
We are still a week or two early on
this date for rails and bitterns, but
they are known for their nocturnal
vocalizations as well. So come out
and join Brian for what will most
certainly be a fun and interesting
trip under a night sky.
Note that sunset on March 23rd is
7:53 p.m. and Civil Twilight ends
(becomes totally dark) at 8:19
p.m. The trip will consist of level,
moderate walking. However, the
trails through the wetlands are
not all paved and can be damp
and muddy, so wear appropriate
footwear. Heavy rain at the time
will cancel this trip but we have
set a rain date for the following
evening, Saturday March 24th,
same time, same place.
This trip should end a couple
hours after sunset, around 9:45
p.m. There are no restroom
facilities at the Miami Whitewater
wetlands, but they are available
in the main park area nearby. It
can be very cold in mid-March,
especially in a marsh at night, so
dress accordingly. Binoculars are
not essential on this trip but are
highly recommended. A Hamilton
County Park Motor Vehicle Permit
is required ($3.00 daily, $10.00
annual) at Miami Whitewater
for each vehicle. If you have any

questions feel free to contact Brian.
Directions: We will begin our walk
at 7 p.m. sharp from the wetlands
parking area on Baughman Road,
so try to arrive a bit before 7. From
I-74, take the Dry Fork Road exit
# 3, and turn right. Continue past
West Rd., and stay on Dry Fork
until it ends. Turn right onto New
Haven Road. At the first stop sign,
turn left onto Oxford Road, and
then immediately left again onto
Baughman Road. Go about 0.6 of a
mile to the dirt parking area on the
right side of the road, just past the
bike trail crossing.
For a park map, directions
and other info visit the Miami
Whitewater/Great Parks website:
http://greatparks.org/parks/miamiwhitewater-forest

Sunday, April 15th
10 a.m.
Theme: Spring Wildflowers,
Shrubs & Trees (and birds too)
Location: Spring Grove Cemetery
& Arboretum
Leader: Denis Conover, (513) 6413651, conovedg@hotmail.com
Meet: at Spring Grove Cemetery.
Park along the main road, just
beyond the tunnel from the main
entrance on Spring Grove Avenue
(see directions below)
The focus of this field trip will
be on spring wildflowers, shrubs
and trees in bloom. Spring Grove
Cemetery is one of Cincinnati’s
most beautiful natural settings and
its designation as an arboretum
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)
is well deserved. A tremendous
diversity and number of plants can
be found here. Anytime of the year
is worth a visit to Spring Grove
but the best time may be during
the spring when many plants are in
bloom and at their most colorful.
Over the years our trip leader,
Denis Conover, has become our goto guy when botany is the theme of
our field trips and we are fortunate
to have him share his knowledge
with us. Denis is a skilled botanist
and has been involved in various
types of botanical research since
1981. He is also a professor in the
department of Biological Sciences
at the University of Cincinnati.
Spring Grove Cemetery is also
one of his favorite places and he is
very familiar with its flora. Spring
Grove is also a great place to find
spring migrant songbirds. This
date is a week or two early for the
peak of spring songbird migration
but there should still be plenty of
early migrants around. Denis has
interests in all aspects of natural
history and he will be sure to point
out any birds and other fauna we
are certain to come across.
Denis plans to take us on a walk
through a few different spots in
the cemetery on which should be
a pleasant spring morning and
early afternoon. Along the way
he will point out a wide variety of
plants, many of which will be in
full bloom or close to it. Spring
woodland wildflowers, native and
ornamental plantings, invasive
species, flowering shrubs and trees
in bud will all be pointed out,
identified and discussed. Denis
will give us tips and insight on
The Chat

plant identification and their natural
history and the problems with
invasive species.
Other than a short drive here
or there to move to a different
part of the grounds, participants
should be prepared for a few hours
of being on foot and moderate
walking. Most of the walking will
be relatively flat and on pavement,
but there are a few low hills and
there will also be some walking
in damp or wet grass. We suggest
wearing comfortable, waterproof
footwear. Binoculars are not
necessary to see flowers and trees
but are recommended if you have
them, especially if you want to see
songbirds. Restrooms are available
at the cemetery office. Only severe
weather will cancel this trip. If
you have any questions feel free to
contact Denis.
Directions: The Spring Grove
Cemetery & Arboretum main
entrance is located at 4521 Spring
Grove Avenue just west of the
Winton Road intersection. To
find our meeting spot, drive in
the Spring Grove Avenue main
gates and go straight. You will go
through a short tunnel (old RR
archway). Just beyond the tunnel
pull over and park alongside the
road.
Spring Grove Cemetery website:
http://www.springgrove.org/springgrove-cemetery.aspx
Spring Grove Cemetery Map:
http://www.springgrove.org/
uploads/docs/SG_Map2012.pdf

Saturday, April 21st
8 a.m.
Theme: Spring Migration &
Blooms
Location: Shawnee Lookout Park
Leader: Joe Bens, (513) 353-4229,
joebens@live.com
Meet: in the Upper Boat Ramp
parking lot at Shawnee Lookout,
directly across from the Park
entrance. (See the directions below)
The focus of this trip will be
equally spent on spring bird
migration as well as native plants
and wildflowers. While spring
songbird migration will not be at
peak on this date, it will be close.
Many of our resident songbirds,
including warblers, will have
returned by then and already be
on territories. And other migrants
heading north should be streaming
through. Many wildflowers and
other native plants will be at or
near peak bloom as well.
Many of you know our trip
leader, Joe Bens. Joe leads many
field trips for ASO as well as
other birding and natural history
organizations in our community.
Joe is an exceptional birder and an
experienced all around naturalist.
Botany is at the top of his favorites
list. Joe will surely keep us busy
looking up and down and help us
find and identify a diversity of
birds and plants. Joe will know all
the butterflies too.
Joe’s plan is to walk the woodland
trails of Shawnee Lookout for most
of the morning, so be warned that
most of this trip will be on foot.
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)
Most of the walking will be over
gently rolling terrain but there may
be a few steep spots. Of course all
of this walking will be done at a
leisurely birders pace, as we will
have much to look at. Before Joe
calls it a day he will stop at Lost
Bridge and check the Great Miami
River and adjacent gravel pit and
topsoil ponds for birds. This area
can produce migrant shorebirds,
herons, egrets, gulls, terns and
waterfowl, Osprey and Bald Eagles
for which Lost Bridge has a well
deserved reputation.
This should be a pleasant spring
morning in a beautiful setting
so why not join Joe for what will

surely be a great trip. Restrooms
are available at Shawnee Lookout.
Good footwear is recommended
as trails may be wet or muddy.
We also recommend bringing
water. The trip will end sometime
around noon. We will meet at the.
A Hamilton County Park Motor
Vehicle Permit is required ($3
daily, $10 annual) for each vehicle.
Please feel free to call or email Joe
if you have any questions.
Directions: Shawnee Lookout
is a Hamilton County Park
(Great Parks) located at 2008
Lawrenceburg Rd. North Bend,
Ohio. To get there take I-275 to the
Kilby Road Exit # 21, then turn

right onto Kilby Road. Go south
about 1 mile to the light and turn
right onto U.S. 50. Go 1.7 miles
to the light and turn left onto
Lawrenceburg Road. Continue
straight for 0.8 mile and go over the
Great Miami Bridge (Lost Bridge).
At the stop sign at the end of the
Bridge, turn right and go about 1.5
miles to the Shawnee Lookout Park
entrance; the Upper Boat Ramp
parking lot is on the right, directly
across from the Park entrance.
For directions, maps and other
park information check out the
following website:
https://www.greatparks.org/parks/
shawnee-lookout

Another way to support Audubon’s mission

You can financially support your
local Audubon chapter, the Audubon Society of Ohio, without costing you anything. There are at least
two ways to do that.

Amazon will donate half a percent
of your purchases, when you designate ASO as your preferred charity.
You need to log into your account
at smile.amazon.com instead of
the usual amazon.com. At your
first visit, you will be prompted to
pick your charity. We are Audubon
Society of Ohio, not just Audubon.
From then on, continue logging
into smile.amazon.com when you
make purchases. The web site will
be exactly the same, but we will receive Amazon’s donation for your
purchases.

Kroger will donate a portion of
your purchases. To designate us
as your charity, sign in at https://
www.kroger.com/account/update,
scroll to near the end of the page,
and click on Community Rewards.
Search for Audubon Society of
Ohio, click on the button next to
our name, and then click on Enroll.
Kroger currently donates $375,000
per calendar quarter to all the orga-

nizations which are signed up, in
proportion to the amount spent , so
it’s not possible to say exactly what
your donation will amount to.
There are probably similar programs available from other merchants. If you know of any, or if
you have questions about these
programs, write to us at info@
cincinnatiaudubon.org.

Oxbow, INC. 2018 Bird-a-thon
Begins: 5 pm, Friday, May 11, 2018
Ends: 5 pm, Saturday, May 12, 2018
For details and more information regarding Oxbow Birdathon 2018
contact Jon Seymour or Jay Stenger directly.
Jon Seymour, 513-851-9835, jlsjks@hotmail.com
Jay Stenger, 513-522-8147, jaystenger@cinci.rr.com

If you have a Kroger Plus card,
The Chat
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Audubon Society
of Ohio
3398 W. Galbraith Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45239
513-741-7926 (SWAN)
mail@cincinnatiaudubon.org

President
Ned Keller
Vice President
John Stewart
Treasurer
Jay Stenger
Secretary
Chris Moran
Communications
Ned Keller
Field Trips
Jay Stenger
Preserves
Jim Mundy

Newsletter
Mark Gilsdorf
Programs
vacant
Social Media
Richard Amable
Outreach
Penny Borgman
Facilities
Brian Keane
Member-at-Large
Heather Farrington

Our mission is to promote the conservation
and appreciation of nature for environmental
sustainability with a focus on birds, through
habitat protection and education

Become a Friend of the Audubon Society of Ohio
Membership form for the Cincinnati Chapter of the National Audubon Society.
Enclose a check or money order payable to “ASO.”
Membership: ___ 1 Year ($15) ___ Family ($25) _________ Additional Contribution
Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________ State:___________ Zip:__________
Phone (home) ___________________________ (cell): __________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________
Mail to:
ASO
3398 W. Galbraith Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45239
Your information will not be shared with any other group

