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Senate Votes to Protect

Additional 17,000 Acres of U.S. Coastline
Benefits Go to Shorebirds, Local Economies & Taxpayers Nationwide
by National Audubon Society

of 2018, which will preserve an additional 17,000 coastal acres in stormprone states, including North and
South Carolina, Delaware and Florida.
The bill amends the 1982 Coastal
Barrier Resources Act, which removes
federal support for risky development,
saving taxpayers billions of dollars.
The bill now goes to the President.
Roughly 3.5 million acres of barrier
islands, beaches and wetlands along
the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, Great
Lakes and Caribbean are included in
the current Coastal Barrier Resources
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“Senate Votes...” continued
“Coastal birds like the Ring-billed Gull and Wilson’s Plovers have fewer and fewer places to feed
and raise their young due to human development
and the effects of a changing climate like rising seas
and shifting food sources,” said Dr. Karen Hyun
VP, Coastal Conservation for the National Audubon
Society. “But in these protected CBRA areas, we already see some species rebuilding their populations,
including the Red Knot, American Oystercatcher
and Piping Plover. Today’s vote is good news for
all of the birds and people who share these coastal
ecosystems.”
A forthcoming study from the Journal of Coastal Research concludes that CBRA saved taxpayers $9.5
billion between 1989 and 2013. This conservative
estimate is based on expenditures from four of the
federal agencies whose development and rebuilding

subsidies are withheld from CBRA-protected areas
– FEMA, DOT, EPA and HUD. The study projects
that over the next 50 years, CBRA could save taxpayers ten times the amount that it already has.
Audubon’s fact sheet on CBRA: https://www.audubon.org/sites/default/files/cbra_fact_sheet.pdf
The National Audubon Society protects birds and
the places they need, today and tomorrow. Audubon works throughout the Americas using, science,
advocacy, education and on-the-ground conservation. State programs, nature centers, chapters, and
partners give Audubon an unparalleled wingspan
that reaches millions of people each year to inform,
inspire, and unite diverse communities in conservation action. A nonprofit conservation organization
since 1905, Audubon believes in a world in which
people and wildlife thrive. Learn more how to help
at www.audubon.org.

Give Money to Audubon – For Free!
There are at least two ways you can support your local Audubon chapter, Audubon
Society of Ohio, without spending a cent. When you buy certain products that you
would buy anyway, the seller contributes part of the purchase price to us. When you
buy online through Amazon, just go to smile.amazon.com instead of directly to amazon.
com. The first time you do that, you will be prompted to select a charity (us, we hope!).
You can change your supported charity at any time. Amazon will then contribute 0.5%
of your purchases to us, without increasing your purchase price. And if you shop at
Kroger, with a Kroger Plus card, you can also support ASO. The process to sign up is a bit
more complicated. Start at https://www.kroger.com/signin?redirectUrl=/account/communityrewards to either sign in to your existing Kroger account or create a new one. If
that link doesn’t work, just go to Kroger.com, and search for “Community Rewards”. You
will be directed to another web page where you will be prompted to select your charity (again, we hope it’s us). From then on, Kroger will donate a portion of your purchase
costs to us, whether you shop online or at a Kroger store.
There are probably other similar programs out there. If you know of one, please let us
know at info@cincinnatiaudubon.org, and we’ll look into it.
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Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola).Photo by John West (Audubon Photography Awards).
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Programs (contributed by Heather Farrington)

Monday, Jan. 21st; 7 p.m. @ Winton Woods Visitor Center

Getting a Jump on the Birding Bucket List: Six Continents, 60 Months
of Intermittent Travel, and Entering the Sixth Decade of Life
Take an armchair birding trip around the globe
at our January meeting. Join Cincinnati birder
Ann Oliver for a birding travelogue across six
continents. Travel may sound glamorous, but it’s
not when you’ve been swarmed by biting ants in
Thailand (thank heavens for long sleeves!), been
nearly unable to open your eyes from seasickness
during a Chilean pelagic, or been downwind of a
cow carcass at a Vulture Feeding Station in Cambodia. But birds make the journey worthwhile,
including a curious Sword-billed Hummingbird
investigating Ann’s red floral-patterned boots in
Ecuador. Information on how to keep travel costs
low will include a few lodging recommendations such as a rustic, $25/night Costa Rica cabin
adjacent a mangrove swamp with nearby roosting
Spectacled Owls. Countries visited: Australia,
Borneo, Cambodia, Chile, China (Hong Kong),

Costa Rica, Ecuador, England, Guatemala, Iceland, The Netherlands, Tanzania, Thailand, and
Zimbabwe.
Ann’s mother pointed out birds to the family
throughout her childhood in southern Ohio, but
it wasn’t until Ann was on a 1995 mission trip to
Zimbabwe with Earthwatch International that she
developed the birding ‘bug”. Back in the US, her
true spark bird (Yellow-shafted Flicker) then altered her life a short time later during an Audubon
Education Camp in Connecticut. Ann signed up
for the Audubon Society of Ohio’s introductory
birding class (inspiringly taught by Jay Stenger)
and has been enjoying/exploring avian diversity
ever since. Ann recently celebrated her 60th birthday with a lifer Harpy Eagle during a two-week
birding trip to Panama!

(From left to right) Green hermit (Phaethornis guy) in Costa Rica; Green bee-eater (Merops orientalis) in Cambodia. Photos courtesy of Ann Oliver.
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Programs (contributed by Heather Farrington)

Monday, Feb. 18th; 7 p.m. @ Winton Woods Visitor Center

Freshwater Mussels: A Deep Dive into Fascinating Life History
At our February meeting, we’ll learn all about the mysterious lives of freshwater mussels. These organisms are a
critical, but often overlooked, member of freshwater
communities. They have complex and strange life cycles
and can reveal a lot about the health of aquatic ecosystems.
In addition to our lecture, you can practice some identification techniques with specimens from the Cincinnati
Museum Center zoology collection.

Cody Fleece is an aquatic ecologist, restoration specialist,
and consultant whose clients include state, federal, and local
governments, hydroelectric utilities, watershed planning
groups, military installations, and non-governmental organizations. He is one of Stantec’s freshwater ecosystem subject
matter experts. Fleece is authorized by the Federal government to survey for listed fish and freshwater mussels and
conducts formal and informal consultation under Section 7
of the Endangered Species Act for an array of plants,
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, mussels, and freshwater,
marine, and anadromous fish. He is also a restoration
ecologist with 18 dam removals and multiple stream
restoration projects to his credit. Much of his recent work
has focused on incorporating the habitat requirements of
listed fish and mussels into restoration design. He recently
managed demolition of West Milton Dam on the Stillwater
River in Ohio, a project targeting the federally endangered
snuffbox mussel (Epioblasma triquetra).

Photo courtesy of Cody Fleece.

Audubon programs are held on the third Monday of the month. We meet at 7
p.m. for light refreshments, with the program beginning at 7:30 p.m. We meet at
the Winton Woods Visitor Center, located at 10245 Winton Road. To reach the
visitor center from I-275, take the Winton Road exit, and go south. Just before the
lake, turn right into the park. From the Ronald Reagan Highway, take the Winton
Road North exit, and turn left into the park just after the lake.
Note that a Park District auto sticker is required – $3 daily or $10 annual for
Hamilton County residents, or $5 daily or $14 annual for non-residents.
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

Sunday, Jan. 20th,
8 a.m.
Theme: Exploring a Local
Hidden Gem
Location: Valley View Preserve
(Milford)
Co-Leaders: Chris Moran (513)
481-6058, vstlib@yahoo.com;
Andy Dickerson, Vice-President
of Valley View Foundation &
Executive Director of Cardinal
Land Conservancy Inc.
Meet: 8:00 AM in the back
Parking Lot of Pattison
Elementary School located at
5330 South Milford Rd. (see
directions below).

They have transformed from a
grassroots
organization started in a Milford
living room into the responsible
stewards of 190 acres of beautiful
open land along the East Fork
River. This land includes rivers,
streams, wooded hillsides, prairie,
streamside and isolated wetlands
on a compact, easily walkable site
in the heart of Milford.

One of Valley View Foundation’s
leaders, Chris Moran, is the
Recording Secretary of our
Audubon Society and an
experienced naturalist. She will
be joined by Andy Dickerson,
who is the Vice President and a
founding member of the Valley
View Foundation. Their plan is to
Join us for what should be an
take a leisurely walk throughout
interesting winter walk as we
the preserve, looking for birds
explore a wonderful, yet little
and other wildlife as well as the
known, natural area. This
preserve is an example of a citizen flora of the area. Winter resident
success story saving natural areas birds should be abundant as the
diverse habitats, especially the
from development.
many thickets, are attractive to
birds and provide food and shelter
The Valley View Foundation is a
grassroots, nonprofit organization to them. Andy, who knows all
with a simple mission: conserving there is to know about the area,
will give us a general perspective
land, preserving history, and
of the area and answer all our
sharing it with the community.
questions.
In 2002, it was all but a foregone
conclusion that what were then
If the weather is good this trip
190-acres of farmland would be
bulldozed for development. Valley will run to about noon. The trip
View was created and changed the will be entirely walking, however
the trails are wide and the area is
outcome. A group of passionate
volunteers have had the vision and generally flat, so walking should
not be difficult. There are no
tenacity to raise over $4 million
restrooms on the preserve as the
to purchase and permanently
area is kept in a primitive state
preserve one of the last family
(the Milford shopping district is
farms in eastern Cincinnati.
The Chat

10 minutes away). It is January,
so it will be cold. Be sure to dress
accordingly. Good footwear is
highly recommended. Snow on
the ground will not interrupt
trip, but extreme winter weather
may result in cancellation. If you
are unsure please contact Chris
Moran.
Directions:
Valley View Preserve can be
accessed from the back of
Pattison Elementary School,
which is located at 5330 South
Milford Road and is clearly
marked on Google Maps. The
school is located directly across
the street from the Terrace Park
Country Club.
From US 50 in Milford turn onto
Mill Street and then turn right
onto Cleveland Avenue. Follow
Cleveland Ave. south. Note that
Cleveland Avenue changes its
name to South Milford Road.
Continue when S. Milford Rd
makes a bend to the left. From
the bend the school entrance will
be about 4 tenths of a mile on the
left.
You can also reach South Milford
Road from Round Bottom Road.
From Round Bottom Road, turn
onto South Milford Road and
cross the Bridge over the East
Fork River. The school’s entrance
is on the right, 2 tenths of a mile
from the Bridge.
Valley View Foundation website:
https://www.valleyviewcampus.
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

Saturday, Jan. 26th,
10 a.m.
Theme: Winter Trees & Woody Plant Identification
Location: Spring Grove Cemetery & Arboretum
Leader: Denis Conover (513) 641-3651, conovedg@
hotmail.com
Meet: 10:00 AM at Spring Grove Cemetery, along the
road just beyond the tunnel from the main entrance on
Spring Grove Avenue (see directions below).
The focus of this field trip will be on the identification
of trees and other woody plants. This popular winter
field trip has become an annual event over the past
few years. Our trip leader, skilled botanist and
naturalist Denis Conover, will again lead us on a
morning walk through the winter beauty of Spring
Grove Cemetery. Denis has been involved in various
types of botanical research since 1981, and is a
professor in the department of Biological Sciences at
the University of Cincinnati.

experience. Binoculars are not necessary to see trees,
but, if you have them, they are recommended for bird
viewing. Restrooms are available at the cemetery
office. Only severe weather will cancel this trip. If you
have any questions feel free to contact Denis.
Directions:
The Spring Grove Cemetery main entrance is located
at 4521 Spring Grove Avenue just west of the Winton
Road intersection. To find our meeting spot, drive in
the main gates and go straight. You will go through a
short tunnel (old RR archway). Just beyond the tunnel
pull over and park alongside the road.
Spring Grove Cemetery website:
http://www.springgrove.org/spring-grove-cemetery.
aspx
Spring Grove Cemetery Map:
http://www.springgrove.org/uploads/docs/SG_
Map2012.pdf

Denis will point out the tremendous diversity of trees
and other plants that can be found in the cemetery,
including many national and state champion trees.
One white oak that he will show us is thought to be
nearly 400 years old. Denis will also give us tips and
insight on tree and other plant identification and their
natural history. Denis has interests in other aspects
of natural history as well and will be sure to point
out any birds and other wildlife we might encounter.
There is always a chance of finding irruptive winter
finches in the cemetery on its numerous conifers.
Early reports suggest this may be a good year for
some of those species.
Participants should be prepared for a few hours of
moderate walking, most of which will be on relatively
flat pavement, but there will also be some walking in
damp or wet grass and maybe even snow. We suggest
wearing good waterproof footwear. Please dress
accordingly for the winter weather. Being warm and
dry will make the difference between a good or bad

The Chat

Spring Grove Field Trip with Denis Conover, January ‘18.
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)
that is owned and operated by the Cincinnati Park
District. As we stroll along, Denis will point out the
tremendous diversity of trees and other plants found
in this urban gem. Unfortunately, Denis will also be
pointing out the many invasive species of plants that
are found in Burnet Woods and discuss how these
invasives threaten the botanical makeup of our Parks
and natural areas. The park has a well-deserved
reputation as a great migrant bird hot spot, but at this
season only winter and permanent resident species
will be found in the park. Regardless, we should be
getting some good looks at some interesting birds.

Barred Owl (Strix varia) in Burnet Woods. Photo by Jordan
West.

Sunday, Feb. 17th,
10 a.m.
Theme: Winter Trees, Invasive Plants, and Winter
Birds
Location: Burnet Woods
Leader: Denis Conover (513) 641-3651, conovedg@
hotmail.com
Meet: 10:00 A.M. at the Trailside Nature Center in
Burnet Woods (see directions below).
Denis Conover will again be our leader for this field
trip, which will focus on winter trees and the problem
of invasive plants. Denis, who also has a great interest
in birds, will also be looking for winter and resident
birds on this walk. As many of you know, Denis has
over the years become our botanical go-to guy, and we
are fortunate to have someone of his esteem so willing
to share his time and knowledge on our field trips. A
skilled botanist and naturalist, Denis is a professor in
the department of Biological Sciences at the University
of Cincinnati and has contributed too many botanical
research projects since 1981.
Denis’s plan for this trip is to take a leisurely morning
walk throughout this 90 acre wooded urban park
The Chat

Participants should be prepared for a few hours of
moderate walking. Most of the walk will be relatively
easy but the terrain at Burnet Woods is slightly rolling
with a semi-steep hillside or two. We will be walking
equally on sidewalks, dirt trails and damp grass, so
wear appropriate footwear. Please dress accordingly
for the winter weather. Being warm and dry will make
the difference between a good or bad experience.
Binoculars are not necessary to see trees and plants
but, if you have them, they are recommended.
Restrooms should be available in the park, but there
are many public places available adjacent to the park.
Only severe weather will cancel this trip. If you have
any questions feel free to contact Denis.
Directions:
Burnet Woods is located in Clifton, Cincinnati. The
Park is bounded on the west by Clifton Avenue,
on the north by Jefferson Avenue, and on the south
by the University of Cincinnati and Martin Luther
King Drive. All three roads, Clifton, Jefferson, and
MLK, have street side parking and entrances to
Burnet Woods. Our meeting place is closest to the
Jefferson entrance on the north end of the Park (where
Ludlow Avenue becomes Jefferson and is intersected
by Brookline Drive). The Trailside Nature Center
can be found about 0.2 miles south of this entrance.
Some street parking is available within the Park on
Brookline Drive.
Burnet Woods Website:
http://www.cincinnatiparks.com/central/burnetwoods/
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

Saturday, Feb. 23rd,
8 a.m.
Theme: Great Miami Valley
Waterfowl
Location: The Lower Great
Miami River, from Miami
Whitewater to the Oxbow
Leader: Joe Bens (513) 353-4229,
joebens@live.com
Meet: 8:00 AM at the Park &
Ride Lot at I-275
Exit # 7 at Miamitown (see
directions below).
The theme of this field trip will be
wintering and migrant waterfowl,
water birds, eagles and other
raptors. Join us for this field trip
as we explore and bird the lower
Great Miami and Whitewater
River valleys. Our trip leader,
Joe Bens, is a skilled and veteran
birder, naturalist and lifetime ASO
advocate. Joe has tremendous bird
finding skills and he has been
birding these areas all his life.
From our meeting place at the park
& ride in Miamitown, Joe plans

to spend the morning caravanning
us through the Great Miami
and Whitewater River Valleys,
stopping at several locations along
the way. Joe’s exact route will be
determined closer to the date of the
trip and may have to be adjusted
by flood waters, which is likely
at this season. But that can be a
good thing, especially since spring
waterfowl migration should be in
full swing by this date. Joe ‘s goal
is to lead us to the area’s largest
concentrations of birds. The search
will take place in and around
the Oxbow Nature Conservancy.
Stops are likely to be made at Lost
Bridge, Kilby Ponds, Campbell
Lakes, Fernald Preserve, and
Miami Whitewater Forest.

This trip will consist mostly of
driving from spot to spot and
spending some time at each
location looking for birds. How
long we spend at any one location
will depend on the bird activity
we find. Be warned, it will likely
be cold and damp so wear good
waterproof footwear and dress
warmly. Binoculars will be
necessary if you expect to see
birds well. If you have scopes,
bring them. Restroom stops will
be made. This trip will end around
noon, maybe later if the birding
is bountiful. Severe weather will
likely cancel this trip. If you have
any questions feel free to contact
Joe.

We expect to find many species of
waterfowl (ducks, geese and swans)
as well as other water birds such as
gulls, grebes, coots etc. Sandhill
Cranes are possible and Bald
Eagles and other raptors, including
Northern Harriers, should be
easily found as well as numbers
of wintering and early migrant
songbirds.

Directions to the Park & Ride:
We will meet at 8:00 a.m. at the
park & ride lot, located right
at the I-275 Exit # 7 at SR 128
marked Cleves-Hamilton. This is
the first exit just west of the Great
Miami River at Miamitown. We
will caravan to various sites from
there. Contact Joe if you have any
questions.

Shaker Trace Wetlands at Miami Whitewater Forest. Photo by Sara J. Barnes.
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Our mission is to promote the conservation
and appreciation of nature for environmental
sustainability with a focus on birds, through
habitat protection and education

Join or Renew Your Audubon
Society of Ohio Membership
Please consider joining your local Audubon
chapter or renewing if you are already a
member. Although our events are free
and open to the public, we would certainly
appreciate your support for our activities.
If you are already a member of National
Audubon Society, they give us a small portion
of your national dues, but it doesn’t amount
to that much. You can use the form printed
below, or just send us a check and enclose the
requested information. All our memberships
are for a calendar year, but if you join or renew
now, your membership will be good through
2019.

Become a Friend of the Audubon Society of Ohio
Membership form for the Cincinnati Chapter of the National Audubon Society.
Enclose a check or money order payable to “ASO.”

Annual Membership: ______ Individual ($15)
______ Family ($25)
______ Additional Contribution
Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________ State:_________ Zip:____________
Phone (home) ________________________ (cell): _____________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________
Mail to:
ASO
3398 W. Galbraith Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45239
Your information will not be shared with any other group.

