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National Audubon Society
Opposes Loss of Important
Bird Habitat Because of Border Wall
Birds tell us about the health of every landscape.
by National Audubon Society
(New York – February 4, 2019)
As construction is imminently set 
to begin on a section of a border 
wall at the National Butterfly 
Sanctuary in Mission, Texas and 
that threatens to close Bentsen-
Rio Grande Valley State Park in 
Texas, part of the World Birding 
Center, which hosts over 500 bird 
species, National Audubon Society 
released its position statement op-
posing the wall:

“Along with planetary warming, 
loss of habitat is a leading cause 
of declining bird populations. The 
biological impact of destroying 
this habitat is incredibly high. The 
ecosystems along the U.S. border 
with Mexico are intensely rich in 
birds and natural beauty. They 
generate hundreds of millions of 
dollars in ecotourism and other 
economic benefits every year, and 
they support vibrant human com-
munities.

“That’s no surprise: Healthy eco-

systems contribute to healthy bird 
populations and healthy human 
communities alike. The wellbeing 
of birds and of people are deeply 
intertwined, and that’s why Audu-
bon has worked for decades to pro-
tect birds and the places they need. 
Of course, healthy human commu-
nities also depend on strong local 
culture, good jobs, public health, 
and the rule of law.

“As the voice of birds and as a 
community-builder for 114 years, 
Audubon opposes the construction 
of structures along the border that 
would:
• destroy or fragment important 

bird habitat like Bentsen-Rio 
Grande Valley State Park, 
iconic National Wildlife Ref-
uges like Santa Ana NWR in 
Texas, National Parks, Nation-
al Forests, other public lands, 
or protected wetlands;

• block migration corridors for 
111 endangered species, and 

108 species of migratory birds;
• damage habitat for over 500 

species of birds;
• create or worsen environ-

mental risks like flooding 
that would threaten birds and 
people;

• result in waiving or weakening 
bedrock environmental protec-
tions, including the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act, the Endan-
gered Species Act, the Clean 
Water Act, or the National 
Environmental Policy Act;

• diminish outdoor recreation or 
ecotourism opportunities;

• sever connections between 
communities and natural re-
sources; or

• harm the communities, land-
owners, tribes, or organiza-
tions with whom we partner 
and among whom we serve.

  Continued on pg. 2



Page 2 The Chat

“Nation Audubon Society 
Opposes Loss of Important 
Bird Habitat...” continued

“Millions of Americans from all walks of life love birds 
and understand the connections between birds and peo-
ple. Audubon believes that conservation doesn’t have 
a party and that bird issues can bring us together. At a 
time when America needs solutions and understanding, 
Audubon remains committed to creating more common 
ground for birds and communities.”

The National Audubon Society protects birds and the 
places they need, today and tomorrow. Audubon works 
throughout the Americas using, science, advocacy, edu-
cation and on-the-ground conservation. State programs, 
nature centers, chapters, and partners give Audubon an 
unparalleled wingspan that reaches millions of people 
each year to inform, inspire, and unite diverse commu-
nities in conservation action. A nonprofit conservation 
organization since 1905, Audubon believes in a world in 
which people and wildlife thrive. Learn more and how 
to help at www.audubon.org and follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram at @audubonsociety.

Birdwatchers participating in the Christmas Bird Count look for birds early morning at Bentsen-Rio Grande 
Valley State Park in Mission, Texas on Jan. 4, 2019. Construction on new sections of border wall will soon 
begin atop this levee if no legislative exemptions for this land are made. The majority of the park’s land 
will end up on the south side of the wall; the park might be forced to close. Photo by Verónica G. Cárdenas.
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Programs (contributed by Heather Farrington)

Monday, March 18th: Once Upon a Time in Mexico – 
Understanding the mechanisms migrant monarch butterflies use 
to get to and return from Mexico
Each year, millions of monarch 
butterflies that live east of the 
Rocky Mountains perform an 
awe-inspiring, long-distance migra-
tion in North America. During the 
fall, monarchs leave their breeding 
grounds in the northern most range 
of their habitats, and fly southwards 
to a handful of specific overwinter-
ing sites in Central Mexico. In the 
spring, these same monarchs will 
leave Mexico and return north-
wards, reproducing along the way. 
A key aspect of the journey of 
these animals is that they reach 
the overwintering sites, with some 
individuals traveling up to 3000 
miles, despite being on their maiden 
voyage and having not been there 
before. In today’s talk, we will learn 
about the mechanisms monarchs use 
to achieve this fantastic feat, with 
a focus on their sun and magnetic 
compasses. We will also discuss 
how contemporary environmental 
stressors, such as climate change 
and shifting habitats, might

Audubon programs are held on the third Monday of the month.  We meet at 7 
p.m. for light refreshments, with the program beginning at 7:30 p.m. We meet at 
the Winton Woods Visitor Center, located at 10245 Winton Road. To reach the 

visitor center from I-275, take the Winton Road exit, and go south. Just before the 
lake, turn right into the park. From the Ronald Reagan Highway, take the Winton 

Road North exit, and turn left into the park just after the lake. 

Note that a Park District auto sticker is required – $3 daily or $10 annual for 
Hamilton County residents, or $5 daily or $14 annual for non-residents.

negatively affect the functioning 
of these compasses.

Patrick Anthony Guerra earned 
his bachelor and master of science 
degrees from the University of 
Toronto, and his doctoral degree 
from McGill University. He 
furthered his training as a post-
doctoral researcher at the Uni-

versity of Missouri, and then at 
the University of Massachusetts 
Medical School. Patrick is 
currently an Assistant Professor 
with the Department of Biological 
Sciences at the University of 
Cincinnati. Members of the 
Guerra Lab study animal move-
ment phenomena across broad 
temporal and spatial scales.

Presenter: Dr. Patrick Guerra, Assistant Professor, University of Cincinnati
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Programs (contributed by Heather Farrington)

Monday, April 15th: From Hiking, Birding, Education and 
Research at the Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary – What We are 
Learning
The Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary, known as the hidden jewel in Indiana, provides an opportunity to hike 
and watch birds in the quiet beauty of nature. Beyond this, Carl and Amy Wilms are connecting nature 
with education and research to better understand our environment. This fun and informative talk will cover 
plants, hummingbirds, owls, and songbirds that visit the Sanctuary each year. 

Carl and Amy Wilms are the Resident Caretakers at the Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary. Carl is a retired middle 
school science teacher and received his Ph.D. in education in the same year he retired. He enjoys focusing 
on invasive plant eradication, caring for the Sanctuary, and traveling. Amy is a master bird bander with 
permits to band songbirds, Northern Saw-whet Owls, and hummingbirds. She recently helped build a Mo-
tus Wildlife Tracking System receiver to document flyovers at the Sanctuary, and fitted 5 Northern Saw-
whet Owls with backpack transmitters. She is the current president of the Indiana Audubon Society.

Audubon programs are held on the third Monday of the month.  We meet at 7 
p.m. for light refreshments, with the program beginning at 7:30 p.m. We meet at 
the Winton Woods Visitor Center, located at 10245 Winton Road. To reach the 

visitor center from I-275, take the Winton Road exit, and go south. Just before the 
lake, turn right into the park. From the Ronald Reagan Highway, take the Winton 

Road North exit, and turn left into the park just after the lake. 

Note that a Park District auto sticker is required – $3 daily or $10 annual for 
Hamilton County residents, or $5 daily or $14 annual for non-residents.

Presenters: Carl and Amy Wilms, Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

Saturday, March 
16th, 7:30 a.m. 
Theme: Waterfowl Auto Tour
Location: Brookville Lake Region
Meet: 7:30 A.M. at the Park & Ride 
at I-275 Exit # 7 (see directions 
below)
Leaders:  Jack Stenger, (513) 503-
3389, jackstenger@gmail.com 
Jay Stenger, (513) 522-8147, 
jaystenger1@gmail.com

The focus of this trip will be the 
spring waterfowl migration, which 
should be near peak at this date. 
Our trip leaders Jack and Jay 
Stenger plan to visit several spots 
around the Brookville Lake Region 
and if time permits make the short 
hop over to Hueston Woods to take 
a quick look around Acton Lake 
before returning home.

Jack, and his father Jay, are 
exceptionally skilled birders and 
have high expectations for this trip. 
Jay and Jack know the Brookville 
Lake region extremely well, having 
birded there many, many times over 
the past 30 years.

Both Brookville Lake & Hueston 
Woods Acton Lake are birding 
hotspots and are excellent for 
attracting waterfowl and water 
birds at this season. The rural 
countryside surrounding these two 
large lakes has diverse habitats so 
we expect to find a great variety 
of species along the way. Finding 
16-18 species of Anatidae (ducks, 
geese, and swans) is quite possible. 
We also expect to find numbers 
of gulls, grebes, Sandhill Cranes, 

Bald Eagles and other raptors, and 
songbirds including early spring 
migrants and lingering winter 
visitors. Finding something rare 
is always a strong possibility on 
this trip. Past ASO March field 
trips to Brookville Lake have 
yielded Prairie Falcon, Golden 
Eagle, Lesser Black-backed Gulls, 
several rare waterfowl, and Lapland 
Longspurs just to name a few.

Because Brookville Lake is so 
large, this field trip will be an 
auto-tour type, which will consist 
of driving from spot to spot 
interspersed with a few short easy 
walks. While the trip duration is 
long and does entail considerable 
driving, the rewards, in terms of 
what we see, always make it worth 
the effort.

The trip will run into mid to late 
afternoon, but of course you can 
leave at any time you like. Bring 
your lunch and drinks. It always 
seems colder around large lakes 
so dress accordingly. If you have a 
scope it will prove useful. 

Restrooms will be available and 
we will make several spots during 
the day. One important note: a few 
of our scheduled stops will be in 
Indiana Park property. Indiana 
State Parks charges a daily per car 
entrance fee ($5 resident, $7 non-
resident). At this time of year there 
are usually no attendants on duty 
but we cannot be sure of that. 

Directions: We will meet at 7:30 
a.m. at the park & ride lot, located 
on SR 128 right at the I-275 Exit 
# 7 at SR 128 marked Cleves-
Hamilton. This is the first exit just 
west of the Great Miami River at 
Miamitown. We will caravan from 
there to the Brookville area, about a 
30-minute drive. Call or email Jay 
or Jack if you have any questions. 

Visit the Brookville Lake website 
at: http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2961.htm

Visit the Whitewater Memorial 
State Park (at Brookville Lake) 
website at: http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2962.htm 

Field trip leader Jack Stenger points at Brookville Lake
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

Friday, March 29th,
7 p.m. 
Theme: Nocturnal Vocalizations
Location: Miami Whitewater Park 
(Shaker Trace Wetlands)
Meet: 7:00 P.M. in the Baughman 
Road Parking Lot (see directions 
below)
Leader: Brian Keane, (513) 961-
4476, keaneb@muohio.edu

Join us for this unique field trip, 
the general theme of which is 
night sounds, or more specifically, 
nocturnal vocalizations. This trip 
has proven to be quite popular 
over the past several years and has 
become an annual event. If you’re 
looking for something different 
you might not want to miss this 
one. 

Join our trip leader Brian Keene 
for what should be a leisurely 
evening/night walk around the 
Miami Whitewater Wetlands 
known as Shaker Trace. Brian 
is a Zoology Professor at Miami 
University and is a past president 
and current board member of 
our Audubon Chapter. Brian is a 
skilled naturalist and an expert 
in vertebrate zoology. His goal 
on this night will be to find and 
identify a variety of wildlife by 
ear.

Brian plans to begin the trip 
with a leisurely walk around the 
marsh for about an hour before 
sunset. On our walk around the 
marsh we should see several 
species of waterfowl, Wilson’s 

Snipe, Northern Harrier and other 
hawks and songbirds. At dusk 
we will listen for the raspy flight 
calls of snipe and the “peenting” 
of American Woodcock. Once 
woodcock are located by sound 
we will be able to watch their 
courtship displays, at least until 
it gets to dark to see them. We 
should hear many and see several. 
Once darkness has completely 
fallen we will turn our attention 
to the amphibian chorus which 
should be quite loud in this 
wetland habitat. American Toads, 
Spring Peepers and Chorus Frogs 
should dominate the musical, but 
Wood Frogs and Leopard Frogs 
might be heard as well. Other 
species that might possibly be 
heard during our walk would be 
our resident owls. There is no 
guarantee here, but Great Horned, 
Barred and Eastern Screech are 
all locally present. Even howling 
coyotes are possible as they are 
becoming quite common in our 
rural areas. We are still a week or 
two early on this date for rails and 
bitterns, but they are known for 
their nocturnal vocalizations as 
well. So come out and join Brian 
for what will most certainly be a 
fun and interesting trip under a 
night sky. 

Note that sunset on March 29th is 
7:58 PM and Civil Twilight ends 
(becomes totally dark) at 8:25 
PM. The trip will consist of level, 
moderate walking. However the 
trails through the wetlands are 
not all paved and can be damp 
and muddy, so wear appropriate 
footwear. Heavy rain at the time 

will cancel this trip but we have 
set a rain date for the following 
evening, Saturday March 30th, 
same time same place.

This trip should end a couple 
hours after sunset, around 09:45 
PM. There are no restroom 
facilities at the Miami Whitewater 
wetlands, but they are available 
in the main park area nearby. It 
can be very cold in mid-March, 
especially in a marsh at night, so 
dress accordingly. Binoculars are 
not essential on this trip but are 
highly recommended. A Hamilton 
County Park Motor Vehicle Permit 
is required ($5.00 daily, $10.00 
annual) at Miami Whitewater 
for each vehicle. If you have any 
questions feel free to contact 
Brian.

Directions: We will begin our 
walk at 7:00 p.m. sharp from 
the wetlands parking area on 
Baughman Road, so try to arrive 
a bit before 7:00. From I-74, take 
the Dry Fork Road exit # 3, and 
turn right. Continue past West 
Rd, and stay on Dry Fork until it 
ends. Turn right onto New Haven 
Road. At the first stop sign, turn 
left onto Oxford Road, and then 
immediately left again onto 
Baughman Road. Go about .6 of 
a mile to the parking area on the 
right side of the road, just past the 
bike trail crossing.

For a park map, directions 
and other info visit the Miami 
Whitewater/Great Parks website:

http://greatparks.org/parks/miami-
whitewater-forest
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

Saturday, April 20,
8 a.m.
Theme: Spring Migration & 
Blooms 
Location: Spring Valley Wildlife 
Area/Caesar Creek SP Region
Meet: At the Caesar Creek State 
Park swimming beach parking lot. 
(See the directions below)
Leader: Joe Bens, (513) 353-4229, 
joebens@live.com

Our destination for this trip is 
located in the extreme northeast 
corner of Warren County, Ohio. 
Spring Valley Wildlife Area 
(SVWA) is made up of 842 acres 
of riparian woodland, fields and 

brushy areas situated along the 
banks of the upper Little Miami 
River. It is noted for its excellent 
marsh (150 acres) and wetlands 
and represents one of the few 
remaining large wetlands in our 
region. The nearby Caesar Creek 
State Park has over 7900 acres of 
varied habitat including a 2830 acre 
lake. These varied habitats attract a 
great diversity of species and make 
up one of our region’s best natural 
areas.

Why not lose any remnants of 
“cabin fever” and join our trip 
leader Joe Bens for what should be 
a great day of spring birding in one 
of our region’s best birding sites. 
Many of you know Joe as he has 
led many field trips for ASO as well 

juvenile Sora (Porzana carolina). Photo by Megan Mahon

as other birding and natural his-
tory organizations in our com-
munity. Joe is an exceptionally 
skilled birder and an experienced 
all around naturalist. And that’s a 
good thing, because spring migra-
tion will be near peak on this date 
and birds should be abundant. 
Botany is also at the top of Joe’s 
favorites list. Joe will surely keep 
us busy looking up and down and 
help us find and identify a diver-
sity of birds and plants. Joe will 
know all the butterflies too.  

Joe plans to meet and begin our 
day at the swimming beach at 
Caesar Creek State Park. This is 
an easy to find meeting spot, but 
the beach is a good place to find 
a few shorebirds (sandpipers and 
plovers), terns, gulls, loons and 
Osprey as well as many other 
species. It is amazing the number 
of rare species that seem to show 
up fairly regularly on this beach. 
From the beach Joe plans to cara-
van directly to the nearby Spring 
Valley Wildlife Area.

Joe plans to spend the rest of the 
morning leisurely walking the trail 
around the marsh and woodlands 
at SVWA, looking at birds, plants 
and other wildlife. The trail is a 
loop of over a little over 2 miles 
but is level for the most part. Parts 
of the trail can be damp and some-
times even a little wet in places 
(we are in a marsh after all), so 
wear appropriate footwear. The 
boardwalk in the marsh has been 
closed the past year or so and may 
still be closed, but we still hope to 
get some good looks at Sora and

Continued on pg. 8
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

Virginia Rails along the marsh 
edges. Migrant and returning 
resident songbirds, including many 
species of warblers, should be 
plentiful, vocal and near peak on 
this date. Other species that can be 
expected on this trip include rails, 
bitterns, waders, shorebirds, marsh 
birds, terns, loons, waterfowl, 
several species of hawks, including 
eagles and osprey (both of which 
nest in the area) and a diverse 
number of song birds. We will also 
likely see reptiles, amphibians and 
a few mammals along the way. If 
time allows, Joe may take a look at 
the nearby and usually productive 
Roxanna gravel pits as well.

This is a great time of year to 
get out and Spring Valley SWA 
is a wonderful spot. The trip 
will end sometime in the early 
afternoon, so pack a lunch and plan 
accordingly. Caesar Creek SP has 
plenty of restroom facilities but 
Spring Valley only offers primitive 
accommodations. Binoculars are 
essential on this trip. Feel free 
to contact Joe if you have any 
questions.

Directions: To get to the Caesar 
Creek State Park swimming beach 
from Cincinnati, take I-71 north 
to the State Route 73 exit # 45. 
Turn left/west onto Rt. 73 and go 
about 5 miles. After crossing the 
Rt. 73 Bridge over Caesar Creek 
Lake, turn right at the State Park 
entrance and follow the signs to the 
swimming beach parking lot. At 
this time of day it should be easy to 
find our group.

Spring Valley Wildlife Area 
Link: http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/
springvalley

Caesar Creek State Park & 
Directions Link: http://parks.
ohiodnr.gov/caesarcreek

 

Sunday, April 28, 
10 a.m.
Theme: Spring Wildflowers & 
Warblers
Location: Spring Grove 
Cemetery & Arboretum
Meet: 10:00 A.M. at Spring 
Grove Cemetery. Park along the 
main road, just beyond the tunnel 
from the main entrance on Spring 
Grove Avenue (see directions 
below)
Leader: Denis Conover, (513) 
641-3651, conovedg@hotmail.
com.

You might have noticed that we 
have already scheduled two field 
trips to Spring Grove Cemetery 
this year and wondered, “What’s 
the deal with that?” Well, quite 
frankly, Spring Grove Cemetery is 
one of Cincinnati’s most beautiful 
natural settings and its designation 
as an arboretum is well deserved. 
A tremendous diversity and 
number of plants can be found here. 
Spring Grove is also one of our 
area’s better places to find birds, 
especially during spring migration 
when many species of songbirds 
(including a host of warblers) pass 
through on their journey north. 

Anytime of the year is worth a visit 
to Spring Grove, but the best time 
may be during late spring when 
many plants are in bloom and bird 
migration is in full swing.

So the focus of this field trip will 
be twofold, plants and birds. On 
this date many spring wildflowers, 
shrubs and trees will be in full 
bloom and spring songbird 
migration will be in full swing. 
Over the years our trip leader, 
Denis Conover, has become our go 
to guy when botany is the theme of 
our field trips and we are fortunate 
to have him share his knowledge 
with us. He is a professor in the 
department of Biological Sciences 
at the University of Cincinnati and 
has been involved in various types 
of botanical research since 1981. 
Denis also has a great interest in 
birds and he will equally focus on 
the abundant and diverse spring 
migrants we expect to find on this 
day. 

Denis’ plan is to take us on a 
long leisurely walk through the 
cemetery on what should be 
a pleasant spring day. Birds, 
woodland wildflowers, native and 
ornamental plantings, invasive 
species, flowering shrubs and trees 
in bud will all be pointed out, 
identified and discussed.  

Other than a short drive here or 
there to move to a different part of 
the grounds, participants should be 
prepared for a few hours of being 
on foot and moderate walking. 
Much of the walking will be 
relatively flat and on pavement, but 
there will be a few low hills and 
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

some damp or wet grass. We 
suggest wearing comfortable 
waterproof footwear. Binoculars 
are necessary to see birds. 
Restrooms are available at the 
cemetery office. Only severe 
weather will cancel this trip. If 
you have any questions feel free to 
contact Denis.

Directions: The Spring Grove 
Cemetery & Arboretum main 
entrance is located at 4521 Spring 
Grove Avenue just west of the 
Winton Road intersection. To 
find our meeting spot, drive in 
the Spring Grove Avenue main 
gates and go straight. You will go 
through a short tunnel (old RR 
archway). Just beyond the tunnel 
pull over and park alongside the 
road. 

Spring Grove Cemetery website:
http://www.springgrove.org/spring-
grove-cemetery.aspx

Spring Grove Cemetery Map:
http://www.springgrove.org/
uploads/docs/SG_Map2012.pdf

OXBOW INC. ANNUAL BIRDATHON 2019
Begins: 5:00 pm, Friday, May 10, 2019
Ends: 5:00 pm, Saturday, May 11, 2019
For details and more information regarding Oxbow Birdathon 2019 
contact Jon Seymour or Jay Stenger directly or visit the Oxbow Inc. 
website: https://www.oxbowinc.org/
Jon Seymour, 513-851-9835, jlsjks@hotmail.com
Jay Stenger, 513-522-8147, jaystenger1@gmail.com

Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia). Photo by Sara J. Barnes.

Trustee Election Announcement
The Trustees of the Audubon Society of Ohio serve three-year terms, staggered so that about 
one-third are elected each year. Four current Trustees have terms which expire this year, and 

all have agreed to be nominated for an additional term. They are Penny Borgman, Brian Keane, 
Chris Moran, and Scott Peak.

The election of Trustees will be held at the April members meeting (see the article in this issue 
of the Chat for details on the subject of that night’s program). All ASO members in attendance 
are entitled to vote. Additional nominations can be made from the floor, but it would help to 

know in advance if you plan to nominate someone. Please send any additional nominations by 
email to info@cincinnatiaudubon.org, or by regular mail to

3398 West Galbraith Road, Cincinnati, OH 45239.



Become a Friend of the Audubon Society of Ohio
Membership form for the Cincinnati Chapter of the National Audubon Society.
Enclose a check or money order payable to “ASO.”

Annual Membership:  ______ Individual ($15)
        ______ Family ($25) 
        ______ Additional Contribution

Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________ State:_________ Zip:____________
Phone (home) ________________________ (cell): _____________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

Mail to: 
ASO
3398 W. Galbraith Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45239
Your information will not be shared with any other group.

Audubon Society 
of Ohio
3398 W. Galbraith Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45239

513-741-7926 (SWAN)
mail@cincinnatiaudubon.org

Our mission is to promote the conservation 
and appreciation of nature for environmental 
sustainability with a focus on birds, through 
habitat protection and education

President
Ned Keller
Vice President
John Stewart
Treasurer
Jay Stenger
Secretary
Chris Moran
Communications
Ned Keller
Field Trips
Jay Stenger
Preserves
Jim Mundy
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Sara Barnes
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John Stewart

Join or Renew Your Audubon 
Society of Ohio Membership

Please consider joining your local Audubon 
chapter or renewing if you are already a 
member.  Although our events are free 

and open to the public, we would certainly 
appreciate  your support for our activities.  

If you are already a member of National 
Audubon Society, they give us a small portion 
of your national dues, but it doesn’t amount 
to that much.  You can use the form printed 

below, or just send us a check and enclose the 
requested information.  All our memberships 

are for a calendar year, but if you join or renew 
now, your membership will be good through 

2019.


