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Our mission is to promote the conservation and appreciation of
nature for environmental sustainability with a focus on birds,
thorough habitat protection, and education.

U.S. House Passes Second Bill to Boost
Funding for Conservation Programs

Increased funding benefits birds nationwide and builds on U.S. House support of conservation.
by National Audubon Society
WASHINGTON (June 25, 2019)
– Today, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the second appropriations bill in a week that increases
funding for critical conservation
programs. “Minibus number 2” (H.R.
3055) prioritizes the protection of
important lands, funding for bird
programs, monitoring and research,
restoration of coastal habitat, and
promotion of healthy fisheries.
“As sea levels rise and development
continues, research and monitoring are imperative to understanding
how to preserve the places birds –
and communities – need to survive
and thrive in the face of a changing
climate,” said Sarah Greenberger,
senior vice president for conservation policy at the National Audubon
Society. “Building on the approval
of appropriations bill H.R. 2740 that
contained record-level funding for
water, restoration, and energy projects

American Golden-Plover (Pluvialis dominica). Photo by Mick Thompson.

last week, U.S. House leadership
shows that they’re taking conservation for birds, other wildlife, and
people seriously.”
The bill advances programs that
are important for birds and the
places they need, including:
Funding highlights for the Department of the Interior (DOI):

Land and Water Conservation Fund: The appropriations
bill increases funding for the
Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF) for a total of
$523,950,000 – a 20.5 percent increase from last year. Since 1964,
LWCF has protected parks, important wildlife habitat, and areas
of cultural significance in all fifty
states and almost every county.
Continued on page 2

Over its decades-long history, the
program has protected many vital
places for birds, including Florida’s
Everglades, California’s Point
Reyes National Sea Shore, and
Golden-winged Warbler habitat in
North Carolina. Additional funding
will ensure that more projects to
protect and improve conservation
throughout the country become a
reality.
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge:
In the 2017 Tax Act, Congress
mandated new oil and gas drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. This law estimated that the
oil and gas lease sales will generate $1 billion in federal revenue.
The appropriations bill requires the
Bureau of Land Management to set
a minimum bid on what companies
must pay to lease part of the Arctic
Refuge’s fragile Coastal Plain for
drilling. While fossil fuel development does not belong anywhere
in the Arctic Refuge—one of the
most prolific bird nurseries on the
planet—this bill will ensure that
the oil and gas lease sales generate
the projected revenue before drilling can take place. Half a million
birds breed on the Coastal Plain
and millions more pass through
during spring and fall migration,
serving as an Important Bird Area
for 14 species, such as the Golden
Eagle and American Goldenplover. Increased infrastructure,
industrial activity, and oil spills are
just a few of the impacts that oil
and gas would present to birds in
the Refuge.

Delaware River Basin Restoration Program: The Delaware
River Restoration Program was
funded to a record high of $10
million (a 66.7 percent increase
from last year). This program helps
conserve the Delaware River Basin, which encompasses more than
13,500 square miles of land across
four states, provides crucial ecosystem, recreational and commercial
services, and supplies more than 15
million people with clean drinking
water. Increasing funding for this
program will result in enhanced
conservation for birds like Bald
Eagles, Bobolinks, and the RedHeaded Woodpecker.
Other important highlights:
•

•

•

•

Funds the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation program
$1,000,000 above the enacted
level, resulting in $4,910,000
in funding that goes directly
toward the restoration of migratory bird populations.
Increases funding for the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act by 19%, for a total of
$50,000,000, in order to expand
efforts to protect and restore
wetland habitat.
Increases funding for State
and Tribal Wildlife Grants
by 9.3 percent for a total of
$70,571,000. This is the only
federal program that helps state
agencies develop and implement state wildlife action plans.
Prohibits funds from being
used by DOI to conduct certain
oil and gas leasing or drilling

•

activities in outer continental
shelf planning areas in the Atlantic, Pacific, and off the coast
of Florida.
Expresses concern over the
administration’s legal opinion
on the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act that gave a free pass for
bird deaths caused by industrial
hazards, such as oil spills, and
directs DOI to issue reports on
its activities under the law.

Funding highlights for the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA):
“Holding 20 percent of the world’s
fresh water within more than
10,000 miles of shoreline, the
Great Lakes are a globally significant ecosystem and are an invaluable asset to the entire country,”
said Nat Miller, acting executive
director at Audubon Great Lakes.
“An increased investment in the
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
is an important step to protect this
precious resource, which supports
fisheries, recreation, and tourism
and provides vital habitat to more
than 350 bird species and countless
other wildlife.”
Geographic Programs: The bill
increases funding for Geographic
Programs to $475,958,000 – a 4.15
percent increase from last year. The
Geographic Programs managed by
the EPA are especially beneficial to
birds dependent on healthy aquatic
ecosystems like the Puget Sound,
the Great Lakes, Chesapeake Bay,
San Francisco Bay, Long Island
Continued on page 3
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Sound, and the Gulf of Mexico.
More specifically, appropriators
direct $320,000,000 from Geographic Programs toward the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative (6.66
percent increase), which has made
a significant impact in cleaning up
toxic hot spots, restoring fish and
wildlife habitat, and combating
invasive species.
National Estuary Program:
National Estuary Program funding
was increased to $31,723,000 – an
18.7 percent increase. The National
Estuary Program protects and
restores 28 estuaries of national
significance, including the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary
in Louisiana, which monitors and
protects nesting and foraging sites
for threatened birds like the Snowy
Plover, Wilson’s Plover, American
Oystercatcher, and Least Tern.

Funding Highlights for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA):

fish seabirds and recreational and
commercial anglers depend on for
survival and their livelihoods.”

“We thank Congress for providing
sufficient funding for NOAA to
adequately restore and safeguard
coastal areas, protecting communities from sea level rise and storms
while providing necessary habitat
for sea and shorebirds,” said Dr.
Karen Hyun, vice president of
coastal conservation at the National
Audubon Society. “Funding for
NOAA programs also supports
sustainable management of our
nation’s fisheries that protects the

National Marine Fisheries Service: Appropriators set funding for
the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to total $954,650,000
– a 13.3 percent increase from
last year. NMFS works to ensure
sustainable fisheries, recovery and
conservation of protected resources, healthy ecosystems, and more.
Our nation’s ocean ecosystems
depend on NMFS to sustain fish
species populations that sea and
shorebirds rely on and that are the

Other important highlights:
Prevents funding from being used
toward expanding timber harvesting activity in the Tongass National
Forest, the largest national forest
at 17 million acres in size. The
Tongass has long been a target of
the timber industry, which already
engages in timber activity on 9.7
million acres – or 58 percent – of
the national forest. Birds like the
Queen Charlotte Goshawk and the
Prince of Wales Spruce Grouse are
particularly reliant on the vanishing ancient forests of giant trees
that still grow in a few areas in the
Tongass.

Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), Hamilton, OH. Photo by Megan Mahon.
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backbone of the natural food chain.
Coastal Zone Management
Grant and Title IX Fund: The bill
increased funding for the Coastal
Zone Management Grant program to $81,000,000 (53 percent
increase) and the Title IX fund to
$60,000,000 (100 percent increase).
These programs enhance wetlands,
barrier islands, living shorelines,
and more that benefit birds like
American Oystercatchers and Red
Knots, as well as buffer storm
damage, absorb floodwaters, and
prepare coastal areas for resilience
in the face of sea level rise. Additionally, Rep. Huffman (CA) made
legislative changes to ensure that
stakeholders will always be able to
provide meaningful input on activities that impact their coast through
the Coastal Zone Management Act.
National Estuarine Research

Reserves: Funding for the National Estuarine Research Reserves
(NERRs), a network of 29 protected coastal areas, increased to
$29,000,000 – a 7.4 percent increase. These reserves are a hub for
long-term research, education, and
coastal stewardship, and support
sea and shorebirds, including Black
Skimmers, Wilson’s Plovers, and
Reddish Egrets.
Other important highlights:
Increases funding for other important NOAA programs, including:
Sanctuaries and Marine Protected
Areas (9.3 percent increase),
Habitat Conservation and Restoration (62.7 percent increase), and
Climate Research (17.3 percent
increase).
Funding highlights for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture

(USDA):
In 2018, Congress reauthorized the
“Farm Bill,” the largest government source for conservation funding. This reauthorization expanded
funding for many conservation programs that benefit birds. This year,
appropriators fully funded conservation programs within the Farm
Bill, keeping important funding
intact for birds like the Tricolored
Blackbird and Bobwhite Quail.
Other important highlights:
Increased funding for the Watershed Flood Prevention Act by $5
million (3 percent), which allows
the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service to collaborate with local sponsors to conduct
watershed surveys and carry out activities for soil conservation, water
conservation, and flood prevention.

PROGRAMMING NOTICE
As is customary, there are no Audubon programs in July or August. We’ll resume
monthly programming in September (always on the third Monday of the month).
We meet at 7 p.m. for light refreshments, with the program beginning at 7:30 p.m.
We meet at the Winton Woods Visitor Center, located at 10245 Winton Road. To
reach the visitor center from I-275, take the Winton Road exit, and go south. Just
before the lake, turn right into the park. From the Ronald Reagan Highway, take
the Winton Road North exit, and turn left into the park just after the lake.
Note that a Park District auto sticker is required – $3 daily or $10 annual for

Hamilton County residents, or $5 daily or $14 annual for non-residents.
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

Sunday, July 14th,
10 a.m.
Theme: Little Miami River Fishes
& Aquatic Life
Location: Bass Island (Great Parks
of Hamilton County property along
the Little Miami River)
Meet: 10 a.m. in Bass Island
parking lot (see directions below)
Leader: Bill Zimmermann, (513)
708-8117, wtvz@fuse.net
*Note: This trip was originally
scheduled for Sunday June 30,
2019 but was canceled due to
high water. So we are going to
give it another try on Sunday July
14th. Below is the original article.
Nothing has changed other than the
date.
Join us for this unique field trip
that has become an annual event
since 2014. The great majority
of our field trips focus on birds,
botany, butterflies and other easy
(OK, pretty easy) to see aspects
of natural history. Fish don’t get a
lot of attention in this region, and
even anglers pay little attention to
the small fishes found in our local
rivers and streams (the subject
of this field trip). It doesn’t take
a doctorial degree to realize the
reason for that; it’s just hard to see
them down in their watery world.
So what do you do if you want
to study them? You catch em’!
And that’s exactly what our trip
leader Bill Zimmerman plans to
do on this field trip, which not only
sounds really interesting, but it also
sounds like a lot of fun.
The Chat

Bill has now led this popular
field trip for us four times, and
always with great success. Bill
has extensive interests in nature
and is very knowledgeable and
skilled on a number of natural
history subjects including birds
and insects. But Bill is also a fish
enthusiast, from the largest to the
smallest species, and is skilled at
fish identification much the same as
a birder is into bird identification.
On this field trip, Bill, his son
Billy and maybe a couple of his
like-minded buddies, are going to
show us how to catch, identify and
release fishes and other aquatic
species from the Little Miami
River. The species they are after
include a variety of minnows,
chubs, darters, madtoms, sunfishes,
shiners, dace, stonerollers, suckers
and the fry of larger species.
They also invariably catch a few
other aquatic species along the
way such as reptiles, amphibians,
crayfish, hellgrammites and other
invertebrates. When I said “show
us” I literally mean it. Bill will
equip anyone willing with what
they need to catch fish and they can
then wade into the river, side-byside with Bill and crew trying their
luck.
The location for this trip is Bass
Island, a Hamilton County Park
property situated along the south/
east bank of the Little Miami
River just below the Newtown
Bridge (at US 50). The Little
Miami River is very shallow
here and has extensive exposed
sand and gravel bars that extend
into the river. Bill will set up

shop here. His equipment will
consist of an assortment of dip
nets, seining nets, buckets and a
couple of display tanks to, as Bill
told me, “be sure everyone can
get a good look at whatever we
find”. Bill and his crew will know
what everything is, but a field
guide to fishes will be at hand as
well. On the 2016 trip, Bill and
crew amazed us by collecting 16
different species of fishes and a
number of other aquatic animals
that they placed in temporary
aquariums’ so everyone could
get good looks and take great
pictures. All of these are released
unharmed.
Folks should wear clothes that
they can wade in and some old
tennis shoes or water shoes.
Bill says sandals tend to fill
up with gravel pretty quick.
Supervised kids are welcome and
encouraged. A fair warning here,
there could be some slippery
algae covered rocks in the water
and a slippery spot or two along
the banks down to the river. The
trip is planned for at least two
hours and Bill says they will
probably stay longer if folks
want to. The site is conveniently
located. Bass Island is also a
trailhead for the Loveland bike
trail and there isa sizable parking
lot about 200 yards from the river.
But it’s a popular spot and the lot
does get crowded at times. There
are restroom facilities at the
parking lot. There are also lots of
businesses nearby. Because it is
a Great Parks property, a Motor
Vehicle Permit is required
Continued on page 6
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on each vehicle (resident’s
$10 annual, $5 daily, and nonresidents $15 annual. $8 daily). So
come and join us for what should
be a highly entertaining field trip
at a pleasant time of the year,
learn about our native fishes, take
some pictures of the specimens
captured before they’re released
and have some fun while you’re at
it. Feel free to contact Bill if you
have any questions.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Due to
the nature of this field trip, heavy
rainfall, flooding or high water
levels will cancel the trip. If
you have any doubts at the time,
contact Bill.

Rainbow darter (Etheostoma caeruleum). Photo by Bill Zimmermann.

Saturday, July 20th,
8:00 a.m.

plants in bloom in a stunning array
of colors.

Identifying all of these plants can
be a challenge. But our trip leader,
Theme: Prairie Plants in Bloom
Jim Mundy, is more than qualified
Location: Miami Whitewater
in that regard. In fact Jim has
Forest, Shaker Trace
Meet: 8:00 a.m. in Baughman Road probably planted a large percentage
of these plants. Jim is recently
Parking Lot (see directions below)
retired from the Hamilton County
Leader: Jim Mundy, (513) 748Park District where he worked for
9003, jmmundy5@gmail.com
almost 30 years in the Stewardship
Department. Many of those years
The focus of this trip will be
were spent working on the Shaker
blooming prairie wildflowers. In
Trace project. Jim is a skilled
1992, Great Parks of Hamilton
botanist and overall naturalist and
County began a native prairie
is also a board member of our
and wetland restoration project of
Audubon Society Chapter and
several hundred acres at Miami
Whitewater Forest. The project has heads up our Preserves Committee.
Bass Island is part of the Little
been a great success, and today,
Miami Golf Center (Great Parks
over 500 acres of a native grassland Jims plans to take a leisurely
property) located at
morning walk exploring the
and wetland community is
3811 Newtown Road,
Shaker Trace complex to look at
preserved. Often referred to as the
Newtown, OH 45244.
and identify plants, especially the
Miami Whitewater wetlands, the
prairie blooms. This is also a great
entire complex is officially named
For more information on Bass
time of year for butterflies and
Shaker Trace and represents the
Island visit this Hamilton County
breeding birds. Jim will identify
largest wetland/grassland complex
Great Parks link: http://greatparks.
these and any other wildlife we
in Hamilton County. Late summer
org/parks/little-miami-golf-center
encounter.
is a great time to see these prairie
Continued on page 7

Directions to Bass Island: From
Wooster Pike (U.S. Rt. 50) in
Mariemont go east and turn right
onto Newtown Road. Go across
the Little Miami Bridge to the
Bass Island parking lot on the
right, just about 200 yards past
the bridge. From I-275 & Rt. 32
(Eastgate) follow Rt. 32 west
for 4.7 miles and turn right onto
Newtown Road. Go about .9
miles to the Bass Island Parking
lot on your left, about 200 yards
before the Little Miami Bridge.
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Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus). Photo by Donald Quintana.

Directions: Take I-74 west to the
Dry Fork Road exit # 3. Turn right
onto Dry Fork Road (north) and
go 2.2 miles to New Haven Road.
Bear right (east) onto New Haven
Road and go .8 mile to Oxford
Road. Turn left onto Oxford Road
and then immediately left again
onto Baughman Road. Go .7 mile
and look for the parking lot on the
right side (north) of the road just
after passing the Bike/Hike Trail
crosswalk.

Sunday, August 11th,
10 a.m.
The Chat

Theme: Late Summer Botanical
Walk
Location: Spring Grove Cemetery
& Arboretum
Meet: 10 a.m. in Spring Grove
Cemetery, along the road just
beyond the tunnel from main
entrance on Spring Grove Avenue
(see directions below)
Leader: Denis Conover, (513) 6413651, conovedg@hotmail.com
The focus of this field trip will be
the diverse botanical community
found at Spring Grove Cemetery.
Come out and join UC professor,
and skilled botanist and naturalist
Denis Conover as he leads us on

a mid-morning late summer walk
through the beautiful grounds of
Spring Grove Cemetery. This is
a beautiful time of the year and
vegetation will be at peak on
this date. Denis will identify the
tremendous diversity of trees,
shrubs and other plants that can
be found here and expound on
their ecology. Denis will point out
our native flora, invasive species,
ornamental plantings and late
summer plants that bloom at this
season, as well as show us some
of the many national and state
champion trees found here. One
white oak that he will show us is
thought to be nearly 400 years old.
Continued on page 8
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So why not come along and join
Denis on what could be a glorious
fall morning and gain some tips
and insight on plant identification
and their natural history.
Denis has been involved in various
types of botanical research since
1981 and is a professor in the
department of Biological Sciences
at the University of Cincinnati.
Denis has interests in other aspects
of natural history as well and he
will be sure to point out any birds
and other fauna we might run
across.
Participants should be prepared
for a few hours of walking, most
of which will be relatively flat and
on pavement, but there will also
be some walking off pavement on
trails or in damp or wet grass. We
suggest wearing good comfortable
footwear. Binoculars are not
necessary to see plants but are
recommended them if you have
them. August can be hot so we
recommend wearing a hat and
bringing water, sunscreen and
insect repellent. Restrooms are
available at the cemetery office.
The Spring Grove Cemetery main
entrance is located on Spring
Grove Avenue just west of the
Winton Road intersection. To find
our meeting spot, drive in through
the main entrance gates and go
straight. You will go through
a short tunnel. Just beyond the
tunnel, pull over and park alongside
the right side of the road. If you
have any questions feel free to
contact Denis.
The Chat

Saturday, Aug. 17th,
8 a.m.
Theme: Late Summer & Early Fall
Migration
Location: East Fork State Park
Meet: At 8:00 A.M. at the East
Fork Park and Ohio Watercraft
Headquarters Parking Lot. See
directions below.
Leader: Bill Stanley, (513) 3242796, tyrannus58@gmail.com
Come out and join our trip leader
Bill Stanley for what should be
a pleasant morning afield. Bill is
an expert birder and knows East
Fork as well as anyone, as he lives
nearby and has birded East Fork
for many years. The date of this
trip is a bit early for the big push
of southbound migrants that is
expected in September. Nontheless,
quite a few species begin their fall
migration in August; shorebirds
and swallows being a couple of
examples. With its varied habitats
and large 2,160 acre Harsha Lake,
this 4,870 acre Ohio State Park is
an excellent location to find a wide
diversity of birds and other wildlife
at any season.
Bill’s plan is to look for birds at
several different spots around the
park, but at some point he will
surely spend some time along
the beach to see if any shorebirds
and various other waterbirds are
present. Many species of water
related birds are attracted to 2,160
acre Harsha Lake and there is
always a chance for a rarity, as East
Fork has an excellent reputation

in that regard, particularly in the
fall. In fact some of the days target
species will be shorebirds and
terns which are attracted to the
shoreline of the south beach and are
regularly found there. Aside from
the breeding songbirds found in the
Park, a few early migrants might
also be found. Ospreys and Bald
Eagles can be expected as well.
While Bill will probably move us
around the park, driving from one
spot to another, you can expect
quite a bit of walking in between.
On the other hand the walking
will be moderate and at a leisurely
birders pace over mostly level trails
and roadsides. The trip will end
sometime around noon. Restrooms
are available in the park. There are
no Park fees. If you expect to see
birds, you will need binoculars.
Other items that may make your
walk more enjoyable include a hat,
sunscreen, insect repellent, water
and comfortable walking shoes. If
you have any questions feel free to
contact Bill.
Directions:
We will meet at 8:00 AM at the
East Fork Park and Ohio Watercraft
Headquarters parking lot, located
along the main Park road, about .5
mile from the Parks Old SR 125
entrance. To get to the south side
entrance of East Fork SP from I-275
take exit # 65, SR 125 (Beechmont
Ave./Ohio Pike) and go east about
9 miles to the junction of Rt.
222. Turn left onto Bantam Rd.
(opposite Rt. 222) and follow the
signs to the park entrance.
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Volunteer Announcement (contributed by Ned Keller)

Help Preserve
Our Nature
Preserve
If you spend much time in any of
our local parks or nature preserves, you have probably seen
the effects of invasive plants on
our native species. At Audubon
Society of Ohio’s own local
preserve, Warder-Perkins, the latest invasive plant, Japanese Stilt
Grass, is spreading rapidly. This
is a particular problem at WarderPerkins, because it threatens to

choke out our patch of the federally endangered Running Buffalo
Clover.
We have partnered with the Cincinnati Wildflower Preservation
Society to schedule a volunteer
work day to hand-pull as much
Japanese Stilt Grass as we can.
We will meet at Warder-Perkins
at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 10, and will work until
about noon. Of course, you are
welcome to leave early, or stay
later, depending on the time you
have available. Advance reservations are not required, but would

greatly help us to plan the day’s
activities based on how many
people to expect. Please contact
Scott Peak at (513)535-1126 or by
email at wildscapes@yahoo.com
if you think you can help out, or if
you have any questions about this
event.
Warder-Perkins is located behind
the West Side Crossroads Church,
at 8575 Bridgetown Road
Cleves, OH 45002. As you enter
the church driveway, keep to the
right, and follow the drive behind
the church. We will meet at the far
end of the parking lot.

Become a Friend of the Audubon Society of Ohio
Membership form for the Cincinnati Chapter of the National Audubon Society.
Enclose a check or money order payable to “ASO.”

Annual Membership: ______ Individual ($15)
			
______ Family ($25)
			
______ Additional Contribution
Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________ State:_________ Zip:____________
Phone (home) ________________________ (cell): _____________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________
Mail to:
ASO
3398 W. Galbraith Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45239
Your information will not be shared with any other group.
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Our mission is to promote the conservation
and appreciation of nature for environmental
sustainability with a focus on birds, through
habitat protection and education

Join or Renew Your Audubon
Society of Ohio Membership
Please consider joining your local Audubon
chapter or renewing if you are already a
member. Although our events are free
and open to the public, we would certainly
appreciate your support for our activities.
If you are already a member of National
Audubon Society, they give us a small portion
of your national dues, but it doesn’t amount
to that much. You can use the form printed
below, or just send us a check and enclose the
requested information. All our memberships
are for a calendar year, but if you join or renew
now, your membership will be good through
2019.

