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New U.N. Report Affirms Importance 
of Land-Use Initiatives in Fighting Cli-
mate Change
Report affirms importance of programs like Audubon’s Conservation Ranch-
ing Initiative and findings of recent report on fate of birds in America’s 
grasslands

Continued on page 2

DALLAS — (Aug. 8th)
Today, the IPCC released 
“Climate Change and Land,” 
a special report highlighting 
the connection between land 
use and climate change. The 
report calls for major changes 
in food production practices 
in order to reduce carbon 
emissions, increase the carbon 
sequestration potential of the 
soil, and protect biodiversity 
of landscapes.

“This UN report confirms 
what we’ve known at Audu-
bon for a long time: farmers 
and ranchers are critical part-
ners in protecting birds from 
climate change,” said Chris 
Wilson, director of Audubon’s 
Conservation Ranching Initia-
tive.

“Luckily, ranchers are up to the task, 
as we’ve seen with regenerative 
grazing practices that can actually 
put carbon back into the soil while 
enhancing grassland bird habitat. Se-
curing a future for ranchers and pro-

tecting birds from climate change 
are inextricably linked and one 
cannot happen without the other,” 
said Wilson.

Last month, the National Audubon 

Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta). Photo by Jose Barrientos
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Society published its North Ameri-
can Grasslands & Birds Report, a 
comprehensive analysis of climate 
change vulnerabilities and land-
use threats facing grassland bird 
species dependent on the tallgrass, 
mixed grass, and shortgrass prairies 
in the United States and Canada as 
well as the Chihuahuan grasslands 
in Mexico.

Under the current carbon emissions 
scenario, nearly half (42 percent) of 
grassland bird species will become 
highly vulnerable by the end of this 
century. That number drops to one 
in twelve (8 percent) grassland bird 
species, if the emissions reductions 
surpass targets set by the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement.

 “Each year more and more of 
North America’s grasslands and 
prairies disappear under the plow 
while our changing climate will 
only further squeeze the birds of 
this misunderstood landscape,” said 
Brian Trusty, vice president of the 
Central Flyway for National Audu-
bon Society.

“The good news is that we know 
exactly where we need to focus, 
who we need to work with, and 
how we can save this irreplaceable 
and quickly vanishing ecosystem,” 
said Trusty.

To help prioritize conservation 
action across this imperiled ecosys-
tem, the report identifies “climate 
strongholds” in North America that 
will provide the best habitat for 
declining grassland birds under all 

climate change scenarios and ongo-
ing land conversion.

“Protecting and restoring habi-
tats like the grasslands is key to 
the survival of birds, and the land 
itself,” said Dr. Chad Wilsey, vice 
president of conservation science 
for Audubon and lead author of 
the North American Grasslands & 
Birds Report.

“The survival of birds foreshadows 
the health of their habitats, as well 
as the people and other wildlife 
who depend on the land,” said 
Wilsey.

Furthermore, the report identifies 
Grassland Climate and Land-use 
Strongholds (GCLUs), key regions 
within North American grasslands 
that would retain climate suitabil-
ity in all three climate scenarios as 

well as high land use suitability for 
grassland birds, based on 21st-cen-
tury land-use change projections. 
The report also identified Vulner-
able Grassland Climate Strong-
holds (VGCSs) as areas with high 
climate suitability but high risk of 
conversion to unsuitable land uses 
(e.g. croplands, urban areas, bare 
ground or forests). These categori-
zations can be used to inform and 
guide conservation efforts.

“Grassland birds are down but 
they’re not out, and by working 
together with ranchers, we’re go-
ing to give them the best possible 
chance to succeed,” said Trusty.

To learn more about the findings 
and recommendations in Audu-
bon's North American Grasslands 
& Birds Report, please read the 
executive summary here. 

Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus). Photo by Greg Lasly
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Programs (contributed by Heather Farrington)

Over the past 5 years, Dean Alissandrini has 
converted his yard into a wildlife sanctuary, 
with emphasis on creating habitats for our na-
tive reptiles and amphibians.  He now has five 
species of snakes, two species of salamanders, 
and six species of frogs and toads residing on 
his property.  In this presentation, he will show 
you how he accomplished this, and discuss the 
habits and habitats of many of the “herps” that 
are native to the tri-state area.
 
Dean has always had a deep passion for wild-
life, especially amphibians and reptiles. A 
lifelong resident of Hamilton County, Ohio, he 
acted as officer in the Greater Cincinnati Her-
petological Society (GCHS) for over 10 years, 
as Vice-President and Conservation Commit-
tee Chairman. Under his leadership, the GCHS 
conducted herp surveys, habitat restoration 
projects, and various community conservation 
efforts, working to persuade local businesses 
and private residents to protect critical habitats. 
In 2013 he decided to create a herp habitat on 
his own property.

Monday, September 16th
Backyard Herping with Dean Alissandrini

Dean’s pond

Dean with snake

PROGRAM NOTE
Programs are always on the third Monday 
of the month. We meet at 7 p.m. for light 

refreshments, with the program beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. We meet at the Winton Woods 

Visitor Center, located at 10245 Winton 
Road. Note that a Park District auto sticker 

is required – $3 daily or $10 annual for 
Hamilton County residents, or $5 daily or 

$14 annual for non-residents.
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Programs (contributed by Heather Farrington)

Monday, October 21st
Vanishing Point with DeVere Burt
Did you know that John James Audubon has a connec-
tion to Cincinnati?  Join us for an evening of tales about 
Audubon’s life and art, and how he continues to inspire 
local artists today.  Using the Great Auk as a common 
thread for his talk, DeVere Burt will discuss Audubon’s 
history with the Western Museum Society in Cincinnati, 
his art, and his epic “The Birds of America”.  Although 
Audubon never saw the Great Auk in life, he did paint it 
from a borrowed specimen.  The extinction of the Great 
Auk in the 1800’s is an intriguing tale of species extinc-
tion, and DeVere will share the history of the specimen 
owned by the Cincinnati Museum Center.  Audubon con-
tinues to inspire artists today, including local artist John 
Ruthven, and DeVere himself.  The idea for this program 
came from the upcoming exhibit “In the Audubon Tradi-
tion”, opening in September at Union Terminal.

DeVere Burt has a BS degree in Wildlife Biology, and 
MS Animal Ecology.  He worked as US Antarctic re-
search program (USARP) Biologist studying the repro-
ductive biology of Adelie Penguins.  Incidental to the 
Penguin research, he discovered a population of fleas, 
native to Antarctica whose hosts were Snow Petrels.  He 
was regional Vice President of The Nature Conservancy, 
and former President and CEO of the Cincinnati Museum 
of Natural History.  He currently operates Hawkeye Stu-
dio, producing art inspired by nature.

DeVere 

Greak Auk

PROGRAM NOTE
Programs are always on the third Monday 
of the month. We meet at 7 p.m. for light 

refreshments, with the program beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. We meet at the Winton Woods 

Visitor Center, located at 10245 Winton 
Road. Note that a Park District auto sticker 

is required – $3 daily or $10 annual for 
Hamilton County residents, or $5 daily or 

$14 annual for non-residents.
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Field Trips (contributed by Jay Stenger)

2019 ASO Bird Course
Sunday Mornings, October 20th, 27th, and November 3rd
Hone your birding and iden-
tification skills by registering 
for the 32nd annual Audubon 
Birding Course. Our local 
Cincinnati Audubon Soci-
ety Chapter (ASO) has been 
sponsoring this class since 
1987. The three-week course 
will be held on three consecu-
tive Sunday mornings. This 
year’s dates are; October 20th, 
October 27th and Novem-
ber 3rd. Father-son team Jay 
Stenger and Jack Stenger will 
again be this year’s instruc-
tors. Both Jay and Jack are 
well known and exceptionally 
knowledgeable birders. Jay 
has been an instructor for this 
course since its inception in 
1987. The course is held at the 
Audubon House which is lo-
cated in Groesbeck at 3398 W. 
Galbraith Road, just a couple 
of minutes from the Cross 
County Highway.
 
Each class will begin at 8 AM 
with a casual class-room ses-
sion that includes a continental 
breakfast. We recommend 
arriving earlier so we can 
start by 8 AM. Doors open at 
7:30 a.m. Each weekly class 
will feature new content. The 
classroom sessions will be fol-
lowed by a field trip to a local 
hot spot, usually wrapping up 
about 1 PM. The field trip lo-
cations will be determined by 
current birding conditions and 

the interests of the participants.
 
Through discussions, visual and 
audio presentations and field obser-
vations, the course will particularly 
focus on sharpening identification 
skills. But the course will offer 
much more than that. When, where 
and how to find birds in our area 
is also prioritized. Other course 
topics will include migration, bird 
abundance and distribution, habitat, 
conservation, local hotspots, and 
birding equipment and resources. 
The setting is informal and ques-
tions are encouraged. Jay and Jack 
also infuse a lot of fun, levity and 
enthusiasm throughout. 
This course is geared towards all 
birding levels. While mid-level 
birders may gain the most from this 
course, most birders, beginners and 
experienced alike, will find that this 
course will help hone their ID skills 
and add to their knowledge of local 
birds. Nearly 500 area birders have 
taken this course over the years 

and have found it entertaining and 
informative. The course is open to 
everyone, including older kids if 
accompanied by an adult. Binocu-
lars are required and a field guide 
will be useful to refer to in class 
and in the field. If you do not have 
a pair of binoculars, the ASO can 
lend you a pair during the course.
 
Advance registration is required. 
Course fees are $15 for ASO 
members and $30 for non-members 
which include a year’s membership 
in ASO. The course will be limited 
to a maximum of 25 participants. 
Plenty of spots are still available. 
To register, please make your check 
payable to ASO and mail to: 

ASO Bird Course 
3398 W. Galbraith Road, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239. 

If you have any questions email Jay 
Stenger at jaystenger1@gmail.com 

Jay and Jack Stenger at 2018 ASO Bird Course premiere
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Field Trips 

Sunday, 
September 15, 
8:00 a.m.
Theme: Fall Migration in 
Wetlands
Location: Gilmore Ponds 
Preserve
Leader: Mike Busam, (513) 
259-3262, mbusam@gmail.
com 
Meet: 8:00 a.m. in the 
Symmes Road parking lot (see 
directions below) 

Gilmore Ponds is steeped in 
local birding history and at 
times can be among the most 
productive birding sites in 
our region. Gilmore Ponds is 
a roughly 270 acre seasonal 
wetland located within the 
Hamilton city limits in Butler 
County, Ohio. Gilmore can 
be very wet or fairly dry from 
year to year or season-to-sea-
son depending on the amount 
of rainfall the area receives. 
When it is wet it can teem 
with water related species. The 
dense brushy borders and edg-
es and the wet woodlands are 
always great for warblers and 
other migrant songbirds dur-
ing spring and fall migration. 
This is one of the wet years 
so we can expect a diversity 
of species on this trip, which 
is scheduled smack dab in the 
middle of fall migration.

At one time Gilmore Ponds 
was privately owned. During 
the 1980’s the Gilmore Ponds 

Conservancy, a citizen’s conserva-
tion group, was formed to try to 
protect the area from development. 
The Conservancy had some suc-
cess, acquired some land and got 
the attention of the Butler County 
Park District, who eventually took 
control and now owns the property. 
Today Gilmore Ponds faces a new 
set of threats but for the time being 
it is still a wonderful birding site.

Our trip leader Mike Busam is 
a past President of the Gilmore 
Ponds Conservancy and remains a 
vigilant protector and advocate of 
that site. Mike knows as much, or 
more, than anyone about Gilmore 
Ponds past and present. Mike will 
tell us some of Gilmore Ponds his-
tory and answer any of our ques-
tions. Mike also happens to be an 
exceptional birder and naturalist. 
So come and join Mike during the 
peak of fall migration. Warblers 
and migrant song birds should 
abound and a variety of shorebirds, 
herons, egrets and other water birds 
are expected to be present. 

Gilmore Ponds has a rich history 
of rare bird occurrences. Over 
the years Great Blue Herons and 
Black-crowned Night-Herons have 
nested off and on at Gilmore, but 
more recently Great Egrets and 
Double-crested Cormorants are 
also nesting in the heron rookery. 
To my knowledge these are the first 
breeding records of Double-crested 
Cormorants in the southern half 
of Ohio. A pair of adult Yellow-
crowned Night-Herons has been 
present most of this summer and 
an immature bird was seen in late 

August. While this doesn’t prove 
breeding at Gilmore, it is still very 
suggestive.

This is scheduled as a half-day 
trip, which will consist of walking 
the trails around the ponds. If you 
expect to see birds you will need 
binoculars. While the terrain is flat, 
Mike warns that the walking can 
at times be a bit on the rough side 
as some trails may be overgrown 
and we may have to walk over 
some damp and muddy spots to 
reach some favored spots. Be sure 
to wear appropriate footwear. We 
also recommend bringing water, 
sun screen and insect repellent to 
make your trip more pleasant. Un-
fortunately there are no restrooms 
available at Gilmore Ponds. But for 
those of us who don’t mind stomp-
ing the brush there will be plenty of 
birds to see and a unique habitat to 
explore. If you have any questions 
feel free to contact Mike.

Directions: To reach Gilmore 
Ponds from I-275, take the Route 4, 
exit # 41, and go north on Rt. 4 for 
about 2.5 miles. Turn right onto the 
Route 4 Bypass and go about 1.5 
miles to Symmes Road. Turn left 
onto Symmes and go about ½ miles 
to the Gilmore Ponds Symmes 
Road parking lot on the right, di-
rectly opposite Bilstein Boulevard.

Link to Butler County Parks:
https://www.yourmetroparks.net/
parks

Link to Gilmore Ponds website 
https://www.yourmetroparks.net/
parks/gilmore-metropark
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Field Trips

Sunday, September 
22nd, 7:30 am
Theme: Fall Warbler, Hawk & 
Shorebird Migration
Location: Brookville Lake, 
Indiana State Parks & Wildlife 
Area
Leaders: Jack Stenger, (513) 
503-3389 (cell), jackstenger@
gmail.com, Jay Stenger, (513) 
522-8147, jaystenger@cinci.
rr.com
Meet: 7:30 A.M. at the Park 
& Ride Lot located at the I-
74/I-275 Miamitown exit # 7, 
SR 128.
Note*: This trip will be 
jointly conducted with the 
Cincinnati Bird Club

The fall migration of North 
American birds roughly occurs 
from July through November. 
However different species 
or families of birds migrate 
at different times during this 
rather wide window of time. 
In terms of diversity of species 
September represents the peak 
month of the fall migration. 
The focus of this trip will be 
on three significant groups of 
birds that are at, or near, peak 
at this date. They are 1) neo-
tropical passerines (especially 
warblers), 2) raptors (espe-
cially Broad-winged Hawks, 
accipiter’s and Ospreys and 3) 
shorebirds (sandpipers et. all). 

While these species may 
be found in many locations 
throughout our region, the 
Brookville Lake area can be 

an excellent place to find a diverse 
representation of all three groups at 
this season. Of course weather and 
water levels the day of our trip will 
play a large part in just how good 
the birding will be. But if condi-
tions are favorable an outstand-
ing day can be expected. Even if 
conditions are unfavorable we still 
expect to find a diversity of birds in 
this outstanding area. This field trip 
has become an annual event and 
never disappoints.

The plan is to caravan to the 
Brookville area and start the day 
birding the woodland edges around 
Brookville Lake looking for war-
blers, vireos, flycatchers, gros-
beaks, thrushes and many other 
songbirds. Around 10:30 AM, as 
temperatures rise (and if it’s not 
raining) updrafts along the ridges 
of the Whitewater River valley 
will create thermals that are used 
by migrating hawks. We expect to 
see Ospreys, Broad-winged, Sharp-
shinned and Cooper’s Hawks as 
they move south. Peregrine Falcons 
and Merlin’s are possible and have 
been seen on past trips. Bald Eagles 
and other resident hawk species are 
also expected throughout the day. 
Towards mid-day we will check 
the north end of Brookville Lake, 
which can be an excellent place to 
find numbers of shorebirds, terns, 
herons and egrets if water levels 
are low enough to expose mudflats.

This trip will run well into the 
afternoon. We will caravan to the 
Brookville Lake area and then do 
some driving from spot to spot, 
interspersed with lots of stops and 
some easy walking. Bring your 

lunch and drinks. Restrooms are 
available. One important note; In-
diana State Parks charge a daily per 
car entrance fee ($5 resident, $7 
non-resident). At this time of year 
there is about a 50/50 chance that 
there will not be a fee charged. 

We will meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 
park & ride lot, located at the 
I-74/I-275 Miamitown exit # 7 
for SR 128. The Park & Ride is 
wedged between the exit ramp and 
the expressway. We will caravan 
from here to the Brookville area, 
about a 25-minute drive. Contact 
Jack or Jay if you have any ques-
tions. 

Visit the Brookville Lake website 
at:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2961.htm

For a map of the Brookville Lake 
area:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/
files/brookville_trail.pdf

Visit the Whitewater Memorial 
State Park (at Brookville Lake) 
website at:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2962.htm
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Saturday, October 
5th, 7:30 AM
Theme: Fall Migration Con-
tinues
Location: Shawnee Lookout, 
Lost Bridge & the Oxbow
Leader: Katie Grigsby, (740) 
403-5796 (cell), grigsby.
katie.c@gmail.com 
Meet: At 7:30 a.m. in the 
Shawnee Lookout Upper Boat 
Ramp parking lot, directly 
across from the Park entrance 
(see directions below)

Fall songbird and shorebird 
migration will still be hap-
pening on this date and find-
ing these species will be our 
primary objective on this field 
trip. While September may be 
the best fall month for migrant 
shorebirds, warblers and other 
song birds, October also gets 
its share. Particularly early 
October, as this trip is sched-
uled for. In fact migrant spar-
rows are much more likely in 
October. Our trip leader, Katie 
Grigsby, is a skilled birder 
with sharp eyes and ears. Her 
exceptional field skills will 
certainly aid us in finding a 
diverse number of species. 

Katie intends to begin the 
morning at Shawnee Lookout 
looking for migrant song birds. 
Towards the end of the morn-
ing Katie will head over to the 
Oxbow, but not before a stop 
at Lost Bridge to see if any 
Bald Eagles, shorebirds, wad-

ers and other species are present. 
By late morning we will head back 
over to the Oxbow, stopping for 
another look around Lost Bridge on 
the way. If water levels are favor-
able (low) we should find some 
shorebirds both here and in the 
Oxbow. Herons, egrets, terns, other 
water birds and raptors should also 
be expected. The combination of 
Shawnee Lookout and The Oxbow 
should stack up for a great day of 
birding. The combined habitats of 
these two excellent and adjacent 
birding sites at this beautiful time 
of the year should yield a great 
diversity of species. 

The trip is scheduled to end around 
noon. We will walk quite a bit at 
Shawnee, but it will be generally 
easy and at a comfortable bird-
ing pace. Restrooms are available 
at Shawnee Lookout. A Hamilton 
County Park Motor Vehicle Permit 
is required ($5.00 daily resident, 
$8.00 non-resident & $10.00 an-
nual resident, $15.00 non-resident)) 

for each vehicle. Please feel free to 
call or email Katie if you have any 
questions. 

Directions to Shawnee Lookout 
Park:  A Hamilton County Park 
(Great Parks) located at 2008 Law-
renceburg Rd. North Bend, Ohio. 
To get there take I-275 to the Kilby 
Road Exit # 21, then turn right onto 
Kilby Road. Go south about 1 mile 
to the light at US 50 and turn right 
onto U.S. 50. Go 1.7 miles to the 
light at Lawrenceburg Road and 
turn left. Continue straight for .8 
mile and go over the Great Miami 
Bridge (Lost Bridge). At the stop 
sign at the end of the Bridge, turn 
right and go about 1.5 miles to the 
Shawnee Lookout Park entrance. 
The Upper Boat Ramp Parking Lot 
is on the right, directly across from 
the Park entrance. 

Shawnee Lookout website:
https://www.greatparks.org/parks/
shawnee-lookout 

Shawnee Lookout
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Field Trips

Sunday, October 
20th, 10 AM
Theme: Fall Color & Botanical 
Walk
Location: Spring Grove Cem-
etery
Leader: Denis Conover, (513) 
641-3651, conovedg@hotmail.
com
Meet: at 10:00 A.M. at Spring 
Grove Cemetery, along the road 
just beyond the tunnel from the 
main entrance on Spring Grove 
Avenue

The focus of this field trip will be 
the diverse botanical community 
found at Spring Grove Cemetery. 
Come out and join UC professor, 
and skilled botanist and natural-
ist Denis Conover as he leads us 
on a mid-morning autumnal walk 
through the beautiful grounds of 
Spring Grove Cemetery. 
This is a beautiful time of the 

year and fall color should be near 
peak on this date. Denis will iden-
tify the tremendous diversity of 
trees, shrubs and other plants that 
can be found here and expound on 
their ecology. Denis will point out 
our native flora, invasive species, 
ornamental plantings and fall color 
as well as show us some of the 
many national and state champion 
trees found here. One white oak 
that he will show us is thought to 
be nearly 400 years old. Denis has 
interests in all aspects of natural 
history as well and he will be sure 
to point out any birds and other 
fauna we might run across. So why 
not come along and join Denis on 
what could be a glorious fall morn-
ing and gain some tips and insight 
on plant identification and their 
natural history. 
Participants should be prepared 
for a few hours of walking, most 
of which will be relatively flat and 
on pavement, but there will also 
be some walking off pavement on 

trails or in damp or wet grass. We sug-
gest wearing good waterproof foot-
wear. Binoculars are not necessary to 
see plants but are recommended if you 
have them or want to see birds. Rest-
rooms are available at the cemetery 
office. 

The Spring Grove Cemetery main 
entrance is located on Spring Grove 
Avenue just west of the Winton Road 
intersection. To find our meeting spot, 
drive in through the main entrance 
gates and go straight. You will go 
through a short tunnel. Just beyond 
the tunnel, pull over and park along-
side the right side of the road. If you 
have any questions feel free to contact 
Denis.

Spring Grove Cemetery website:
http://www.springgrove.org/spring-
grove-cemetery.aspx

Spring Grove Cemetery Map:
http://www.springgrove.org/uploads/
docs/SG_Map2012.pdf

Become a Friend of the Audubon Society of Ohio
Membership form for the Cincinnati Chapter of the National Audubon Society.

Enclose a check or money order payable to “ASO.”

Annual Membership:  ______ Individual ($15)

        ______ Family ($25) 
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Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________ State:_________ Zip:____________

Phone (home) ________________________ (cell): _____________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

Mail to: ASO, 3398 W Galbraith Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45239 (info won’t be shared)
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Join or Renew Your Audubon 
Society of Ohio Membership

Please consider joining your local Audubon 
chapter or renewing if you are already a 
member.  Although our events are free 

and open to the public, we would certainly 
appreciate  your support for our activities.  

If you are already a member of National 
Audubon Society, they give us a small portion 
of your national dues, but it doesn’t amount 
to that much.  You can use the form printed 

below, or just send us a check and enclose the 
requested information.  All our memberships 

are for a calendar year, but if you join or renew 
now, your membership will be good through 

2019.


