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Steve Bobonick
Field Trip Co-ordinator
(H) 513-829-2118
(W) 513-243-2909
(cell) 513-702-3451
bobonick@msn.com

Saturday, September 11th
8:00 am

Saturday, September 25th
7:30 am

Saturday, October 2nd
8:30 am

Shawnee Lookout Park & Oxbow
Leader: Jay Stenger, 513-522-8147
e-mail: jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
Fall warbler migration should be
near peak on this date so migrant
songbirds will be our primary objective during the morning. By late
morning we will probably head
over to the Oxbow, stopping at Lost
Bridge on the way. If water levels
are favorable (low) we could find
some shorebirds. Herons, egrets,
terns and other waterbirds should
also be expected as well as migrant
and resident raptors. We plan to bird
past noon or longer if the birding is
good. These two locations taken
together can produce a long list of
birds for the season.

East Fork State Park
Leader: Bill Stanley, 513-724-2663
e-mail: tyrannus@fuse.net
East Fork State Park should provide
good opportunities for finding fall
songbirds in migration, especially
warblers. Bill will lead us to several locations around the park that
should be productive. While the focus will be migrant passerines, we
expect to find plenty of other species as well.
We’ll check the lake for shorebirds
early in the morning (before the
birds are chased off by boats and
people), with an eye out for terns
and other seasonal waterbirds as
well as resident and migrating raptors. Bill will probably continue until birding begins to tail off in the
early afternoon. Bring a lunch and
drink. Feel free to contact Bill if
you have any questions.

Miami Whitewater Wetlands
Leader: Ned Keller, 513-941-6497
e-mail: keller@one.net
While the late migrant passerines,
late shorebirds, early waterfowl,
raptors and early winter visitors are
all possible at the wetlands this time
of year, the focus of this trip will be
on sparrows. Nelson’s Sparrow, an
otherwise extremely rare migrant
through our area, has become an
annual and regular migrant at the
wetlands, and is seen fairly often
here during the first two weeks of
October. We have a reasonable
chance of finding one. Lincoln’s
Sparrow is also expected at this
time of the year and many of the
winter sparrows will hopefully be
in by then. A long shot, but with the
right habitat and the right time of
the year, would be Le Conte’s Sparrow. We can expect some surprises
and a mixed bag on this trip.

Directions: We will begin the trip
at Shawnee Lookout Park, where
a Hamilton County Park pass is
required. Meet at the Shawnee
Lookout boat ramp upper parking
lot at 8:00 a.m. To get there, take
I-275 South towards Kentucky to
the Kilby Road exit #21, turn right
at the light onto Kilby Road, then
turn right onto U.S. Route 50. Take
Route 50 for 1.7 miles to Lawrenceburg Road and turn left. Follow Lawrenceburg Road across the
bridge and turn right at the intersection. The main park entrance will be
on the left, and the boat ramp will be
directly across from it on the right.
Please feel free to call or email Jay
if you have any questions.

Directions: We will meet in the
Park Office parking lot. To get
there, enter the park from the south
side as if you were heading toward
the beach. The park office will be
on the right. To get the south side
entrance to East Fork SP from I-275
take exit # 65, SR 125 (Beechmont
Ave./Ohio Pike) and go east about
9 miles to the junction of Rt. 222.
Turn left onto Bantam Rd. (opposite Rt. 222) and follow the signs to
the park entrance.

Directions: We will meet at 8:30
a.m. at the wetlands parking area.
From I-74, take the Dry Fork Road
exit number 3, and turn right. Continue past the entrance to Miami
Whitewater at West Rd, and stay
on Dry Fork until it ends. Turn
right onto New Haven Road. At the
first stop sign, turn left onto Oxford
Road, and then immediately left
again onto Baughman Road. The
dirt parking area is on the right side
of the road, just past the bike trail
crossing

Bird Club meeting
Vanessa Sorensen will be discussing how she created the illustrations
for her new book, Zen Birds. The illustrations and poetry in Zen Birds capture the beauty, essence, and character
of thirty North American species of
birds. The artwork is inspired by traditional Asian brushwork and ranges
from simple line drawings to detailed
renderings. The text accompanying
each illustration references traditional
haiku and describes the quirky traits
and habits peculiar to each species.
Vanessa Sorensen is a graphic
artist whose work is influenced by
her training in zoology. Vanessa
studied black bear behavior to obtain her Master’s degree. She then
worked as an exhibit designer for
the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences where she was able to
combine her interests in science and
art. This inspired her to return to
school to study art and design. She
is the author of Zen Birds and Zen
Kitty and is currently a freelance

graphic designer and illustrator.
Birds have been a persistent and pervasive presence
in Vanessa’s life since her
first ornithology class in
college. Through years of
living in the field and working at the museum, Vanessa
learned the appearance,
songs, behavior and habitat
of many species of birds.
She married an ornithologist and the couple “nest”
together in Cincinnati . His
love of birds is contagious
and a constant inspiration.
Her affection for both (husband and birds) continues
to grow through the years.
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-Bob Foppe

september 16, 2010
7:00 p.m.
sharon woods visitor center

around the valley . . .
Audubon Society of Ohio
Field trip
Sunday, September 19, 2010, 7:30 a.m.
Location: Brookville Lake Region
Leader: Jay Stenger, (513) 522-8147,
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
Meet: Park & Ride at I-275 Exit # 7

Northern Kentucky Bird Club
Field trip
Monday, September 6, 2010, 8:00 am.
Location: Gunpowder Creek Nature Park

Meet: at the parking lot for Gunpowder Creek
Nature Park, located on Sperti Lane in Burlington.

Field trip
Saturday, September 11, 2010, 8:00 a.m.
Big Bone Lick State Park
Meet: at the museum parking lot.

Fall Bird Counts
Saturday, September 18, 2010
Join the NKY Bird Club on its annual fall counts
in Boone and Campbell Counties.
Contact Lee McNeely by phone at
(859) 586-7520 or e-mail at lkmc9@netscape.net
for more details.

Oxbow, Inc.
Field trip
Sunday, September 12, 2010, 8:00 a.m.
Location: Meet in the upper Oxbow parking lot.
Leader: Ned Keller, (513) 941-6497,
keller@one.net

Field trip
Saturday, October 2, 2010, 8:00 a.m.
Location: Meet in the upper Oxbow parking lot.
Leader: Paul Wharton, (513) 353-3403,
pwharton@fuse.net
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Whither Gilmore

I’m pretty sure this isn’t what they had in mind
when they formed the Gilmore Ponds Conservancy
in the early 1980s: 2:30 p.m., a pleasantly cool August afternoon, I’m standing in the Symmes Road
parking lot at Gilmore Ponds in front of a large metal
sign, bordered in blood red, which reads:

Below the clinical legalese of the ordinance number, which probably refers to something the county
has on file that promises to arrest anyone who dares
to take a walk in the park on a sunny day, is the
New Age Butler County MetroParks logo, printed in
bold oh-happy-day green, the “o” in “MetroParks”
looking like a mashup of the creepy Masonic Eye
of Providence on the dollar bill with an icon warning of the dangers of parachuting over water. The
effect is unintentionally funny—the warm, inviting,
life-affirming green of the MetroParks logo clashing with the clinical warning that this bit of green

space is open only to Authorized
Persons.
It so happens that in this case,
I am an Authorized Person. I even
have the papers to prove it. It
makes me feel like Navin R. Johnson finding his name in the phonebook in “The Jerk,” but indeed, I
have the papers that allow me to
visit Gilmore Ponds, a park that
was created to preserve important
wetland habitat; a park that was
envisioned by its founders and advocates as a place where the public could learn about and enjoy a
natural wetland; Gilmore Ponds:
“a small place of large importance” as stated on the optimistic
letterhead of the former Gilmore
Ponds Conservancy.
It is deeply depressing to me to
stand before this sign, and I think
it should be deeply depressing to
anyone who cares about our region’s parks, preserves, and green
spaces.
Butler County MetroParks is in
financial trouble. A poor economy
and reductions in state funding
have left the organization with
the tiniest of operating margins.
They aren’t closing parks such as
Gilmore Ponds randomly or happily. They say that they are closing parks and reducing services in
order to stay alive.
Gilmore Ponds is an important part of our local birding history and its decline and closure
is especially disturbing. This is
a natural area that was preserved
largely upon the efforts of volun-

Wayne Wauligman holding a snapping turtle
he caught on one of his very popular Gilmore
Ponds field trips in the mid-1990’s.
Photo courtesy of Mike Busam.

teers, most of them serious birders. A visit
to Gilmore Ponds today is a gut-check for
anyone who cares about our region’s natural areas. The trails are unmowed and impassable. Honeysuckle and other invasives,
which have always been a problem, are
even worse. There are strange and not-sostrange rumors about the future of Gilmore
Ponds.
“Ah, but I live in Hamilton County, and
our great parks are safe from problems
like these [sigh of relief]!” some readers
might say to themselves. I hope that’s the
case. But the forward-thinking people who
manage areas such as the Miami-Whitewater Wetlands, who created the native plant
nursery and actively manage and oversee
thousands of acres of natural areas inside
Hamilton County’s parks, aren’t going to
be around forever. As these men and women retire, who’s to say the county will have
the will to continue the mission of preserving and managing natural areas with the
intensity and commitment of the current
parks staff? Should funding decrease for
Hamilton County parks as it has for Butler
County, could we one day see signs indicating that only Authorized Persons are allowed to visit the Miami-Whitewater Wet-

Ponds?
lands or other parks to which we currently have
near unfettered access?
Butler County MetroParks is hoping to pass
a tax levy this November. In contrast to Hamilton County, which has enjoyed quite a bit of
public support and tax dollars over the years, in
fifty-plus years of existence, Butler County MetroParks has never passed a tax levy. The group
of volunteers working to support the levy, “People for Our Parks,” has a website with some more
information: http://peopleforourparks.com/
It’s not clear what exactly Butler County
MetroParks will have to do this year in order to
keep themselves afloat financially, but it won’t
be pretty, and it certainly will involve closing
additional properties and limiting access to the
public, as well as additional staff reductions to a
work force that even its heyday was never very
large. Passing the levy would help, but not immediately fix, these problems.
User and rental fees only cover so much of the
budget. The soccer clubs and visitors, spectators,
soccer moms and dads, etc., are paying their way,
as are visiting birders and residents who use the
parks. That begs the question “why more taxes,
then?” And I can’t answer that other than to sug-

gest one compare Gilmore Ponds or the
VOA to Miami-Whitewater Wetlands
or Armleder. We pay taxes or
5
waive taxes to support sports
teams, industrial parks, retail
centers, airports, and other efforts intended to strengthen
our communities; I think parks
and recreational areas deserve
equal consideration. At the
least, parks are the places we
go to forget about our sports
teams, industrial parks, retail
centers, and airports, etc.
I realize I’m preaching to
the choir. While the majority of people are supportive,
I’ve also been hearing from
people (politicians, business
people, even other birders and
hatch-year American Woodcock banded at Gilmore Ponds
nature-loving types) for over A
by Tim Tolford on May 4, 2001.
ten years that places such as
the VOA or Gilmore Ponds are lost hampered by the lack of staff and other issues.
causes. I don’t think sites such as
If you or someone you know is a resident of Butler
Gilmore Ponds or the grassland bird County, I hope you’ll check out the website above and
areas of the VOA are lost causes yet; consider the state of the parks in our county. If you don’t
nor do I think it’s wise or responsible live in Butler County, consider checking out what is going
to write them off. A volunteer effort on—or not going on—in your parks. Involvement today
to remove invasive shrubs and plants could mean a chance to head off problems tomorrow. At
at both Gilmore and the VOA seems the least, you might find yourself among the “Authorized
to have had positive effect on both Persons”—as I am. I might be watching the destruction of
parks. There are other projects vol- my favorite birding site in the world, but at least I’ve got
unteers are willing to do or to raise that going for me.
funds to support. We have volunteers
interested in getting work done, but -Mike Busam
the financial situation of MetroParks “Authorized Person”
is such that even volunteer efforts are West Chester, Ohio

A Worm-eating Warbler banded at
Gilmore Ponds by Tim Tolford on
April 21, 2001. Photo by Wayne
Wauligman.

An aerial view of Gilmore ponds in full flood in spring/early summer, mid-1990s. Photo courtesy of Mike Busam.
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by Drew Wheelan
Gulf Conservation Coordinator
American Birding Association

what the media isn’t telling us about the
continuing oil spill disaster in the Gulf
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Aug. 24, 2010 – More and more
birds seem to be arriving on the
shores of the Gulf of Mexico. This
week, increasing numbers of Sanderlings, Ruddy Turnstones, and Semipalmated Plovers were obvious on
the shores of Grand Isle, Louisiana
as well as many other species. I also
took a trip to Waveland, Mississippi
and again encountered large numbers
of Semi-palmated Plovers and Sanderlings there, as well as a Piping Plover. The thrill of finding lots of fun
birds to look at is being hampered by
the uncertainty of their fate as we are
still in the dark as to the effects on the
ecosystem of the oil that has washed
ashore here and the millions of gallons of dispersant that were poured
into the Gulf. Yesterday while on an
expedition to try and find an island
where many dead birds were reported, we saw a large flock of American
White Pelicans roosting along the
oily shores of Terrbonne Bay. To
see these majestic creatures along
the shores where thousands of other
birds are dying of unknown causes is
distressing to say the least.
Although the appearance of oil on
plumage seems to be going down,
throughout the gulf, people are finding dead and dying birds that don’t
appear oiled. On Raccoon Island,
and in Lake Felicity photos have
come out of massive die offs of birds,
and it is very common now to see
birds that just don’t look right. They

look lethargic and tattered. That’s not a
very scientific description, but anecdotally it seems that some of the birds down
here just aren’t healthy. Perhaps we are
just now seeing the physiological effects
of the oiling that some of these birds experienced earlier, or is it a secondary affect from something in the contaminated
eco-system, or perhaps something totally
unrelated?
One thing that is common in the Gulls,
Terns and Pelicans is very uncharacteristically worn and disheveled plumage.
A good percentage of birds seem to be
adorned thusly, and their plumage seems
less waterproof as well. It is not an uncommon sight to see Brown Pelicans
with their wings spread like a cormorant,
which is a behavior I have not witnessed
in pelicans before. In my bird surveys, I
have begun to make notes as to this worn
plumage, or disheveled look, even though
many of these birds don’t outwardly appear oiled, it is certainly a likely effect
from prior contact with the oil.
Maybe the fresh, sticky oil is no longer
floating over the surface of the Gulf, however there are still many areas of beach that
have heavy amounts of oil on them. There
is now much less effort to clean these areas, and the amount of tarballs washing up
on Louisiana beaches has not decreased
one iota. Today on Grand Isle Beach,
where it is open to swimming, fishing and
crabbing, the beach was strewn with new
tarballs, and not one person was cleaning
any of it. These tarballs warm in the sun
and soak into the sand, or become gooey

and can directly oil bird’s plumage, especially Sanderlings and Plovers that forage along the beach front.
The scale of this disaster is so huge, that many people
seem to be ok with the amount of oil that is being left
on the beaches now, and will likely never be cleaned.
The fact of the matter is, if the amount of oil just on
Grand Isle right now were to wash in on a New England
Beach, or in San Francisco it would be a major environmental disaster. The apathy towards this catastrophe is
very disheartening, and is directly affecting our nation’s
avi-fauna, and there seems to be no outcry for better
handling. The USFWS seems to be content with all of
the oil on the shores, even on the Chandeleur Islands,
and Raccoon Island. I can bring a shovel to any beach
now and find lots of oil under the sand from Waveland,
MS to Terrebonne Bay, Louisiana. On the east end of
Grand Isle alone, a thick mat 50 meters by 10 meters
wide, and 6 inches thick blankets the shoreline. That
is 18,500 gallons worth of weathered oil on the shores,
which goes uncleaned even today. The amount of fresh
oil represented by that number is likely double the figure! Now extrapolate that along the entire southeastern
Louisiana Coast where oil of this type is everywhere.
Is that OK?
The situation here for the birds is far from over, and
there are more unanswered questions every day. The
crew that discovered the dead birds in Terrebonne Bay
has taken tissue samples, so I hope that at least there will
be independent testing as to the cause of death of some
of these birds. Will the one hundred American White
Pelicans meet the same fate? Only time will tell.
You can follow Drew’s efforts to document the effects
of the BP oil spill at: http://birding.typepad.com/gulf/

On the cover

One of the dozens of dead birds
found by a joint expedition to Modoto
Island, in Terrebonne Bay, Loiusiana
on August 19, 2010. The trip was organized by the Lower Mississippi
Riverkeepers and the Louisiana Environmental Action Network. Photo:
©2010 Jeffrey Dubinsky. You can
follow the efforts of the LMRK and
LEAN, including video footage of
their trip, at their respective websites:
http://www.lmrk.org
http://leanweb.org/

@#$% fall warblers
2010 Audubon Society
Birding Course
You might want to consider polishing up your birding and identification skills by registering for the 24th
annual Audubon Birding Course.
Our local Cincinnati Audubon Society Chapter (ASO) has been sponsoring this class since 1987. The threeweek course will be held over three
consecutive Sunday mornings, September 26th, October 3rd and October 10th and will again be conducted
by Jay Stenger and Paul Wharton.
Both Jay and Paul are skilled and
knowledgeable veteran birders. Jay
has been an instructor for this course
since it’s beginning in1987.
The course is held at the Audubon
House which is located in Groesbeck at 3398 W. Galbraith Road, just
a couple of minutes from the Cross
County Highway. Each class begins
at 8:00 a.m. and begins with a casual

Lincoln’s Sparrow. © Allan Claybon

but informative classroom session.
Each classroom session is followed

Orange-crowned Warbler. © James Mundy

by an field trip to a local hotspot,
which ends around 1:00 p.m.
Through discussions, visual &
audio presentations and field observations, the course will
particularly focus on sharpening identification skills.
But the course will offer
much more than that. Finding birds in our area; when,
where and how, is also prioritized. Other course topics
will include migration, bird
distribution, occurrence and
relative abundance, habitat,
conservation, local hot-

Upcoming events
Midwest Birding Symposium
September 15-18, 2011at Lakeside, Ohio
More information available at: http://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/mwb/preregister.php

Ohio Ornothological Society
annual conference
October 8-10, 2010
Eastlake, OH
More information available at:
www.ohiobirds.org
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spots, and birding equipment such
as binoculars, scopes, audio record-

Lake Erie Pelagic trips
Sponsor: Black Swamp Bird Observatory
November 13 and December 11th, 2010
More information available at:
http://www.bsbobird.org/events/lake_erie_pelagics.htm

ings, field guides and the Internet.
The setting is casual and informal
and questions are encouraged. While
mid-level birders will likely gain the
most from this course, most birders,
beginners and experienced alike,
will find that this course will help
hone their ID skills and add to their
knowledge of local birds. Over 400
area birders have taken this course
over the years and have found it entertaining and informative. Advance
registration is required. Course fees
are $25 for ASO members and $45
for non-members, which will include
a membership in our local Audubon
Chapter. To be registered,
please mail your check, payable to ASO, to: ASO Bird
Course, Audubon House, 3398
W. Galbraith Road, Cincinnati
Ohio 45239. If you have any
questions call the Audubon
House at 741-SWAN or email
Jay Stenger at jaystenger@
cinci.rr.com.
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Newsletter of the Cincinnati Bird Club
Cincinnati Bird Club
Newsletter editor
2497 Spindlehill Drive, #6
Cincinnati, OH 45230

President: Ann Oliver
email:annieobirder@yahoo.com
Program Chair: Bob Foppe
email: fopsinc@aol.com
Field Trips: Steve Bobonick
email: bobonick@msn.com
Newsletter Editor: Mark Gilsdorf
email: markg74@gmail.com
20010-2011 Dues:
If you haven’t sent in your dues yet for the September
2010 - May 2011birding season, please fill out the form
below and mail it in along with your membership fees.

Visit us on the Web at:
http://www.cincinnatibirds.com/birdclub/index.php

Make your check payable to Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to our Treasurer:
Lois Shadix (lcshadix@fuse.net), 2928 Saddleback Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244
_____Individual $12.00 ______Family $15.00 ______Student (under 18) FREE
Email _____________________________________________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Bird Club Membership

