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Field Trip to the  
Niagara River Area
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The Niagara River area is noted for con-
centrations of wintering gulls. Amongst the 
thousands of Ring-billed, Herring, Bonaparte’s 
and Great Black-backed Gulls, we will hope to 
find a few Iceland, Thayer’s, Glaucous, Lesser 
Black-backed, Little and Common Black-
headed Gulls. Rarities such as Sabine’s, Mew 
and California Gulls and Black-legged Kitti-
wake are possible.

The basic plan will be to meet at around 
3:00 a.m. on Saturday morning for the 6-7 
hour drive to Buffalo, where we will cross the 
“Peace Bridge” into Ontario, Canada. We will 
proceed along the Niagara River to Niagara 
Falls and beyond, stopping periodically to view 
waterfowl and Gulls. Saturday night will be 
spent in Niagara Falls, Ontario. On Sunday, we 
will repeat the sweep through the Gull view-
ing areas until about 2:00 p.m.. We will then 
return to Cincinnati and be back home around 
9-10 p.m.. 

A PASSPORT OR PASSPORT CARD IS 
MANDATORY FOR THIS TRIP.

In order to organize car pools and accom-
modations, please confirm your participation to 
Steve Bobonick as soon as possible, but not lat-
er than Friday, November 12th.  Specific meet-
ing time and place will be decided depending 
on participant’s input. There is flexibility in de-
parting on Friday afternoon or staying through 
Sunday evening if the participants all agree to 
do so.

November 20-21
Meeting time/place: TBD
Leader: Steve Bobonick 

(513) 829-2118  
bobonick@msn.com

Ring-billed Gull © Allan Claybon
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Bird Club meeting

thursday, november 18th
7:00 p.m.

sharon woods visitor center

The November Cincinnati Bird 
Club (CBC) meeting is a Thanksgiv-
ing holiday tradition and a way of 
honoring our founders. From the very 
beginning, and for over 50 years, the 
November meeting has been treated 
as a special gathering. Karl Maslows-
ki started this tradition as he and his 
family hosted the meeting, presented 
the program and provided, at his cost, 
trays of fresh baked doughnuts, apple 
cider and hot chocolate for refresh-
ments. For years he hosted this pro-
gram at his home, but as the CBC 
membership grew and the program’s 
popularity soared, the location was 
moved to the Founders Room of the 
Cincinnati Museum of Natural His-
tory on Gilbert Ave. When it became 
a little too much for Karl to handle, 
his son Steve, and daughter-in-law 
Karen, graciously continued the tra-
dition for several years. The business 
portion of this holiday meeting was 
always the planning of the upcoming 
Christmas Bird Counts, an important 
event of the CBC. We will discuss the 

upcoming Christmas Bird 
Counts during the business 
portion of our meeting, in-
cluding dates and contacts 
to participate in each area 
count. Even if you are un-
able to participate in the 
field, remember that feeder 
watchers can provide very 
valuable data.

This year Steve will con-
tinue the tradition at Sharon 
Woods and have a short 
program that is a mystery,  
but should be entertaining. 
Do not miss the best meet-
ing of the year.

Just a reminder, as is 
our tradition, there will 
be no Bird Club meeting 
or scheduled Bird Club 
field trips in the month of 
December. We encourage 
members to take part in one 
or more of our local Christ-
mas Bird Counts. Follow-
ing the November meeting,  
we will resume on January 
20th with “Member’s Slide 
Night”.

-Bob Foppe

Cincinnati Birding Traditions and 
the Maslowskis

Christmas Bird Counts
24th annual Ohio River 
Christmas Bird Count
Date: Saturday, December 18th
Compiler: Paul Wharton 
pwharton@fuse.net

Hamilton-Fairfield  
Christmas Bird Count
Date: Saturday, December 18th
Compiler: Mike Busam 
mbusam@gmail.com

45th annual Western Hamilton 
County Christmas Bird Count
Date: Sunday, December 19th
Compiler: Ned Keller  
keller@one.net

64th annual Cincinnati 
Christmas Bird Count
Date: Sunday, December 26th
Compiler: Jay Stenger 
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com

28th annual East Fork  
Christmas Bird Count
Date: Sunday, January 2nd
Compiler: Joe Bens  
joebens@live.com

December’s issue of the Passenger Pigeon will feature more information on all of our area’s upcoming Christmas Bird Counts.



Bird Club field trips
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Sunday, November 14 
7:00 a.m.

Brookville Lake
Leader: Paul Wharton 
(513) 353-3403 
pwharton@fuse.net

Paul plans to hit several 
spots at Brookville Reser-
voir, which is a tried and 
true location for attracting 
waterfowl and waterbirds 
and can be good for raptors 
as well. The rural country-
side surrounding this large 
lake has diverse habitats so 
we expect to find a lot of 
different species along the 
way. This trip will continue 
into mid afternoon, so bring 
your lunch and drinks.
We will meet at 7:00 a.m. in 
the Park & Ride lot located 
on S.R. 128, at I-74 exit 7, 
(marked Cleves-Hamilton) 
and caravan from there. This 
is the first exit just west of 
the Great Miami River.

Sunday, November 28 
8:00 a.m.

Fernald, Winton Woods,  
Camp Dennison gravel pits
Leader: Bob Foppe 
(513) 685-2739 
fopsinc@aol.com

Bob will be visiting some of 
our more productive local 
sites for migrant and win-
tering waterfowl. Fernald 
can also be good for raptors 
during this season. We will 
meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Fer-
nald Preserve’s Visitor Cen-
ter parking lot.

Steve Bobonick
Field Trip Co-ordinator
(H) 513-829-2118
(W) 513-243-2909
(cell) 513-702-3451
bobonick@msn.com

Above: White-winged Scoter © Allan Claybon;  
Right: Bufflehead © Lana Hays
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around the valley . . .
Audubon Society of Ohio
Field trip
Sunday, November 14th, 9:00 a.m.
Location: Winton Woods Park
Leader: Mike Busam, (513) 755-0057, 
mbusam@gmail.com
Meet: Harbor Point Parking Lot, across 
Winton Rd. from the Visitor Center

Oxbow, Inc.
Field trip
Saturday, November 20th, 8:30 a.m.
Location: Oxbow
Leader: Darlena Graham,  
(859) 341-4893, darlena@fuse.net
Meet: the upper Oxbow parking lot.

Cincinnati Nature Center
Bird walks
Saturday, November 13th - Debra Hausrath
Saturday, November 27th - Lois Shadix
Meet your guide in the Rowe Woods parking lot at 8 a.m.  Beginners are welcome. 
Nature Center members free; nonmembers pay daily admission of $5 for adults and 
$1 for children ages 3-12.

Long-tailed Duck © Lana Hays 
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Vagrant Hummingbirds in Ohio

This year, Sean Williams, a student at 
Ohio Wesleyan University, will be main-
taining hummingbird feeders at seven 
different locations around the town of 
Delaware, Ohio until temperatures are 
steadily freezing (sometime in Novem-
ber). This is an effort to better understand 
vagrant hummingbird patterns, and at-
tract a Rufous Hummingbird, or other 
species. Sean will be mapping where all 
his feeders are located on Google maps, 
at this link: http://tinyurl.com/27qs4k7  
(or alternately at: http://maps.google.com/
maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=h&msa=0
&msid=111541981737930463917.00049
07b9a89bc076aefc&ll=40.014994,82.710
571&spn=2.355918,4.938354&z=8)

Sean has asked for your help in this ef-
fort. He is asking birders and those who 
maintain bird feeders to join him. Here’s 
all you have to do: 

1. Maintain your feeders for as long as 
you can. Sometime in November is ideal, 
but later is good, too! 

2. Go to the map above, and add a lo-
cation of a known maintained feeder by 
following the instructions. Remember, it 
doesn’t have to be your own house, just 
if you know of a maintained feeder some-
where. If for some reason you’re unable 
to do this, you can email Sean your loca-
tion so he can add it. (e-mail: seanbirder@
gmail.com) 

You may need a Google account to edit 
the map. If this is the case, and you don’t 
have an account, please email Sean with 
the location you’d like to add. You can still 
view the map. 

3. Report your vagrant hummingbirds. 
This is an effort to better understand 

the pattern of vagrant hummingbirds in 
the fall. This has the potential to collect 
important data that ornithologists can use 
to assess what types of locations, if any, 
hummingbirds select when they end up in 
Ohio. Do they stick to rivers? Open areas? 
When do they mostly arrive? What per-
centage of feeders in Ohio will get a va-
grant hummer? The possibilities are end-
less. While we can start to answer some 
of these questions with previous records, a 
scientific effort is needed. 

Here is Ohio’s current list of vagrant hummingbirds: 
Anna’s Hummingbird 
Green Violetear 
Allen’s Hummingbird (if accepted) 
Rufous Hummingbird 
Calliope Hummingbird 

Additionally, here are other species recorded in eastern North 
America, some with many records: 
Black-chinned Hummingbird 
Buff-bellied Hummingbird 
Broad-billed Hummingbird 
Green-breasted Mango 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird 
Violet-crowned Hummingbird 
Blue-throated Hummingbird 
White-eared Hummingbird 
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North American Bird 
Phenology Program

What is Phenology?
Phenology is the study of recurring plant and animal 

life cycle stages, or phenophases, such as leafing and 
flowering of plants, maturation of agricultural crops, 
emergence of insects, and migration of birds. Many of 
these events are sensitive to climatic variation and change, 
and are simple to observe and record.

What is the NABPP?
The North American Bird Phenology Program, part of 

the USA-National Phenology Network, was a network 
of volunteer observers who recorded information on first 
arrival dates, maximum abundance, and departure dates 
of migratory birds across North America. Active between 
1880 and 1970, the program was coordinated by the 
federal government and sponsored by the American Or-
nithologists’ Union. It exists now as a historic collection 
of six million migration card observations, illuminating al-
most a century of migration patterns and population status 
of birds. Today, in an innovative project to curate the data 
and make them publically available, the records are be-
ing scanned and placed on the internet, where volunteers 
worldwide transcribe these records and add them into a 
database for analysis. 

How did the NABPP begin?
This program was started in 1881 by Wells W. Cooke, 

who wanted to broaden knowledge and understanding 
of migration. While teaching on the White Earth Indian 
Reservation in Minnesota, Cooke began noting the arrival 
dates of migratory birds. He later coordinated volunteers 
throughout the Mississippi flyway to collect arrival and 
departure data. His success sparked the interest of C. Hart 
Merriam, of the newly formed American Ornithologist’s 
Union (AOU) who expanded the volunteer network to 
include the entire United States, Canada and a portion of 
the West Indies. The program was then passed, in the late 
1880’s, to the Division of Economic Ornithology where it 
reached its greatest extent of 3,000 volunteers. Although 
the program was actively maintained by the federal gov-
ernment, participation gradually declined and in 1970 the 
program was closed. For many years since, these records 
have been kept safe by USGS Senior Scientist Chan Rob-
bins. After years of little use and even less recognition,  
they were passed on to Jessica Zelt who is databasing 
these past records and reviewing the program’s possible 
uses and potential. 

How is the NABPP integrated with the USA-Natio-
nal Phenology Network?

The USA National Phenology Network (USA-NPN) 
collects phenological observations of plants and animals 
in cooperation with existing phenology monitoring pro-
grams, with the aim to increase our understanding of how 
the phenology of organisms and landscapes respond to 
environmental variation and climate change. The goals of 
the USA-NPN and the NABPP align naturally. In particu-
lar, the USA-NPN database will provide an ideal location 
to store the NABPP data, making it publicly accessible 
and integrating it with other phenological data. Also, 
the NABPP methods for digitizing historical data can be 
adapted to digitize other historical datasets of phenology 
data. The USA-NPN’s relationships with numerous gov-
ernment agencies, academic institutions, nongovernmental 
programs, and other organizations, and its knowledge of 
many key historical datasets, will facilitate the use of the 
NABPP’s digitization techniques to rescue important data.

How can I get involved?
This is a very exciting and timely program which welcomes participants 

from all backgrounds and ages who would like to get involved. There are sev-
eral ways to take part with the NABPP. Historical migration cards are currently 
being scanned and are available on the NABPP website (www.pwrc.usgs.
gov/bpp/). You can become one of the many volunteers from around the world 
to sign onto our site and convert these files into our database. This will allow 
the migration records to become accessible for analysis. Also, if you are in the 
Baltimore-Washington, D.C. area and would like to volunteer in the NABPP 
office to help with scanning, working with the historic files, and developing our 
website, we welcome you to come and take part in this program. Please use the 
contact information below.

For more information or to contribute or participate in this program, please 
contact:

Jessica Zelt, Program Coordinator
United States Geological Survey
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
BARC-East, Bldg 308- Room 105
10300 Baltimore Avenue
Beltsville, MD 20705
Phone: 301-497-5745
Fax: 301-497-5624
Email: jzelt@usgs.gov



Pigeon
the passenger

Newsletter of the Cincinnati Bird Club

Cincinnati Bird Club
c/o Newsletter Editor
2497 Spindlehill Drive, #6
Cincinnati, OH 45230

Visit us on the Web at:
http://www.cincinnatibirds.com/birdclub/index.php

2010-2011 Dues:
If you haven’t sent in your dues yet for the September 
2010 - May 2011 birding season,  please fill out the form 
below and mail it in along with your membership fees.

President: Ann Oliver
email: annieobirder@yahoo.com

Program Chair: Bob Foppe
email: fopsinc@aol.com

Field Trips: Steve Bobonick
email: bobonick@msn.com

Newsletter Editor: Mark Gilsdorf
email: markg74@gmail.com

Treasurer: Lois Shadix
email: lcshadix@fuse.net

Park VIP: Jay Lehman

Bird Club Membership
Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone  ____________________________________________________________________________

® Yes I would like to receive my newsletter via e-mail.     E-mail _____________________________ 

_____Individual $12.00   ______Family $15.00   ______Student (under 18) FREE 

Make your check payable to Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to our Treasurer:

Lois Shadix (lcshadix@fuse.net), 2928 Saddleback Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244


