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April’s great, but it’s still not May
Birdathon: raising money to save habitat
Birding from the back of an Amish wagon
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Below we are reprinting
an excerpt of “A Birder’s
Almanac”, written by Bill
Whan. Bill, a longtime Ohio
birder and member of the
state bird records committee, is an authority on the
birds of Ohio. The almanac
traces the migratory patterns
of birds through the state of
Ohio, month by month. The
full text can be viewed online
at: http://www.ohiobirds.org/
calendar/almanac/introduction.php.
By the beginning of April,
early nesters like woodcocks, killdeers, and bald
eagles may have eggs ready
to hatch; really early nesters
like great horned owls will
already be feeding nestlings.
The shorebirds of March are
joined by flocks, sometimes
huge, of American goldenplovers, as well as lesser
yellowlegs, solitary sandpipers, spotted sandpipers,
and the first least sandpipers
and dunlins. The numbers of
passerby waterfowl tail off
steeply except for late migrants like teals, but coots
peak in April, along with
their cousins the moorhens,
and April is the best month
for loons of all species. The
larger marsh birds—bitterns,
night-herons, herons, egrets,
soras, rails---arrive in increasing numbers, the clamor
of their calls dominating the
night in fruitful marshes by
month’s end.   
Wintering gulls depart, replaced by migrant Bonaparte’s along Lake Erie, and

Caspian, then Forster’s, then
common terns appear inland,
gathering in larger numbers in
the Lake marshes. Tree swallows are early in the month
joined by rough-wings, barns,
purple martins, and cliff swallows; bank swallows wait till
mid-month to appear, but come
in large flocks in favorable
places near the marshes. Many
resident hawks and owls are
feeding young by mid-April,
when ospreys and flocks of
broad-winged hawks appear in
the sky for the first time in the
year.   
Spring migrant woodpeckers—flickers, sapsuckers, and
red-headeds—peak in April, as
do winter wrens, brown creepers, fox sparrows, and hermit
thrushes. The numbers of winterers —half-hardy birds like
brown thrashers, and sparrows
like white-throated, whitecrowned, savannah, vesper,
field, and swamp sparrows--swell before those of other
migrants sharing their habitats.
Hummingbirds arrive later in
the month. Some of the vireos—blue-headed, white-eyed,
yellow-throated—have arrived
by mid-month.
The first warblers in decent numbers as early as midApril include black-throated
green, prairie, palm, cerulean,
black-and-white, prothonotary,
worm-eating, ovenbird, Louisiana waterthrush, and hooded.
All of these except palm warbler breed commonly in Ohio,
and the best places to see them
this early are in the southernmost counties, where breed-

ing commences earliest; those
headed further north may not
appear for another week or
so. For neotropical migrants
breeding north of Ohio, however, crossing the state may
take only 1-3 days, and arrival dates don’t differ much
throughout the state. Another
factor that may influence arrival dates is the rare but regular phenomenon of overflight,
in which over-eager spring
migrants, riding quirky winds,
can arrive even a week or two
ahead of their normal schedules; most often these overflights tend to be noticed along
the Lake Erie shore, where
their headlong progress may be
halted by weather conditions or
by the Lake itself.   
Noticeable waves of northbound migrants appear toward the end of the month:
swifts, kingbirds, nightjars,
house wrens, gnatcatchers,
waxwings, catbirds, still more
sparrows, more flycatchers like
great-crested and least, along
with tanagers, orioles, grosbeaks, cuckoos, and indigo
buntings. Many of these birds
are fairly scarce in April, but
May will bring many more.   
The last ten days of April and
the first twenty days of May
represent the most concentrated and noticeable migration of
the year, and it is during this
period that observers can find
more birds, in more easily recognizable plumages, as well as
at their most vocal state, than at
any other time.   
- Bill Whan

Bird Club meeting
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Gulf Crossing: a documentary

Magnolia Warbler © Lana Hays

thursday, april 21st
7:00 p.m.
sharon woods visitor center

Come out and watch a newly released documentary on
trans gulf migrants called Gulf Crossing. We will learn the
routes and challenges that many of the migrants that will
soon be in our area have faced to get here. Bring your binoculars and a bird guide to get your ID skills tuned up before peak migration.
For more information about the movie go to http://gulfcrossingmovie.com/Gulf_Crossing.html.
-Bob Foppe

around the valley . . .
Audubon Society of Ohio

Oxbow, Inc.

Cincinnati Nature Center

Field trip
Sunday, Apr. 10th, 8:00 a.m.
Location: Hueston Woods
Leader: Charlie Saunders, (513)
829-6981, mfpsaunder@aol.com
Meet: Hueston Woods Nature
Center Parking Lot
Cost: Free

Field trip
Saturday, Apr. 16th, 8:00 a.m.
Location: Oxbow Preserve
Leader: Ned Keller, (513) 9416497, keller@one.net
Meet: Meet in the upper Oxbow
parking lot
Cost: Free

Bird walks
Sat., Apr. 9th – Darlena Graham
Sat., Apr. 23nd – Debra Hausrath
Meet your guide in the Rowe
Woods parking lot at 8 a.m. CNC
daily admission fees are $8.00 for
adults, $3.00 for children 4-12 and
free for children 3 and under.
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Bird Club fie

Steve Bobonick

Field Trip Co-ordinator
(H) 513-829-2118
(W) 513-243-2909
(cell) 513-702-3451
bobonick@msn.com

Saturday, April 16th
8 a.m.

Saturday, April 23rd
8 a.m.

Spring Valley WMA
Leader: Darlena Graham, (859) 3414893, darlena@fuse.net
Meeting place: Spring Valley boardwalk parking lot

Shawnee Lookout Warblers
Leader: Mark Gilsdorf, (513) 2536062, markg74@gmail.com
Meeting place: Shawnee Lookout boat
ramp, upper parking lot

Spring Valley Wildlife Management
Area is centered around a large marsh
comprised of 70 acres of open water
and an additional 82 acres covered by
aquatic vegetation. This area is ringed
by a collection of woodlands, open
fields and hedgerows. Waterfowl, rails,
early migrants and several species of
raptors are all possibilities.
Darlena plans on beginning the trip at
the boardwalk and observation tower
at Spring Valley, hopefully turning up
a bittern or two, as well as rail species.
We will then walk around the loop
trail that circles the marsh. Afterwards
Darlena will probably take a look at
the nearby Roxanna gravel pit. Also,
if time remains, Caesar Creek will be
an option. Darlena expects we will return home by early afternoon, so pack
a lunch and beverage and plan accordingly.

Near the peak of songbird migration, Mark plans to hit several spots
in Shawnee Lookout, beginning with
the boat ramp. If time permits he may
make a trip to the nearby Oxbow, to
see if we can turn up any shorebirds
or waterbirds. The trip will end around
noon, depending on how things go.
With spring migration in full swing,
you can expect an impressive number
of birds.

Directions: From I-275, take the Kilby
Rd. exit # 21 and turn right (south). Go
south about a mile to U.S. 50 and turn
right. Go about 1.5 miles to the traffic
light (at Elizabethtown) at Lawrenceburg Rd and turn left. Just across the
Great Miami River Bridge (aka Lost
Bridge) turn right and go a little over
a mile to the Shawnee Lookout Park
entrance. Be sure to turn right here, the
boat ramp upper parking lot is here. A
Directions: From Cincinnati, take I-71 Park District auto sticker ($10 annual
North to Exit # 28 (St. Rt. 48). Turn or $3 daily) is required and can be purright onto Rt. 48 and drive west about chased at the entrance.
5.5 miles. At U.S. 42, turn right and
travel about 6.4 miles north (through
Waynesville). Turn right onto Roxanna
New Burlington Road. After 1.5 miles,
turn right on Pence Jones Road. About
a 1⁄2 mile down, on your right, is the
entrance to the boardwalk.

eld trips
Sunday, May 1st
8 a.m.
Spring Grove Cemetery
Leader: Jay Stenger, (513) 522-8147,
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
Meeting place: Just beyond the tunnel
at the Spring Grove Ave. entrance
Spring warbler and songbird migration
will be in full swing and Spring Grove
Cemetery has a well-deserved reputation as being an excellent place to see
them. The wooded grounds and park
like setting is beautiful and peaceful
and there is very little traffic. This is a
truly enjoyable place to go birding. We
plan to take a leisurely morning walk
throughout the grounds and can expect
to find numerous species, especially
warblers, which should be abundant.
This trip will end around noon. The
walking is easy and there is water and
restrooms at the main entrance.

Sora © Lana Hays

Directions: From I-75 south heading towards Cincinnati, take exit 6 for
Mitchell Ave. and turn right on Mitchell. Turn left at Spring Grove Ave. The
main entrance will be on the right.

Blackburnian Warbler © Lana Hays
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The Oxbow Birdathon
This article originally appeared
in the March-April 2011 issue
of Wetlands Matters, the
newsletter of Oxbow Inc. and is
reprinted with permission

Great Egret © Lana Hays

May 6-7, 2011
Contact:

Jay Stenger

Birdathon Committee Chair

513-522-8147
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com

-Contributed by Jay Stenger

Birdathon 2011 is just around the
corner! This years event will be held
on Friday and Saturday May 6th and
7th. As always, the event will begin at
5:00 p.m. sharp on Friday evening and
end at 5:00 p.m. sharp on Saturday. At
that time the Birdathon Tally and Party
begins. Plenty of cold drinks, pizzas
and other food are provided before the
Grand Tally begins and our combined
bird sightings are revealed. This year the
Birdathon Tally will be held at our own
Oxbow Inc, office. Our office is located
at 301 Walnut Street in downtown Lawrenceburg, Indiana. This is the first time
we have used this location for the Birdathon but it should prove to be a good
choice. There is plenty of room, ample
parking and is centrally located to the
Oxbow. As tradition dictates, our Birdathon dates are scheduled on the Saturday
before Mothers Day (the second Sunday
in May).
In 1988, when Oxbow Inc. was in
its infancy, members realized we needed an annual fundraiser if we were to
achieve our goals and preserve the Oxbow area. So it was that the Birdathon
was born. Over the years Oxbow Inc has
achieved great success and today well
over 1,000 acres has been protected
and Oxbow Inc. is in a good position to
acquire more land as it becomes available. But Oxbow Inc. continues to need
your financial support. With ownership
of the land comes the responsibility of
stewardship of that land. These days the
funds raised from the annual Birdathon
are earmarked for habitat and access
improvements. Many projects have already benefited from Birdathon funds
and many other projects are on the table
waiting for financial support.
But the Birdathon is more than just a
fundraiser for Oxbow Inc. We see this
event as a community celebration of
birds and conservation during the peak
of spring migration and as a way to
have a lot of fun while doing it. It truly
is a festive event and we have always

encouraged other nature and conservation organizations to participate. These
organizations form teams and use this
opportunity to raise funds for their own
groups. Each of these teams is asked to
split any funds they raise 50/50 with
Oxbow Inc. In this way both organizations benefit. Last year eleven such organizations participated in this way.
Last years event celebrated the 25th
anniversary of Oxbow Inc. and was a
great success. Twenty-four teams made
up of 75 individuals representing eleven organizations took the Birdathon
field. As a group we found 195 species, and thanks to over 200 donors we
raised $5,292 dollars for habitat management in the Oxbow. Most importantly all those who participated had a
lot of fun and camaraderie. What can
be more fun than birding for 24 hours
with your friends on a glorious spring
weekend while pursing a noble cause?
So mark your calendar and help us
make Birdathon 2011 a great success.
We encourage you to participate in
the event, but if you can’t do that we
hope you can pledge a few dollars to
this worthy cause. Bear in mind that
the Birdathon is intended to be, first
and foremost, fun. You can participate
in many ways. You can go all out and
try to find as many birds in 24 hours as
possible or you can participate for just a
few hours from your favorite deck chair
in your backyard. Or you can choose
any number of ways in between those
two examples. And remember that the
main competition in the Birdathon is
to see who can have the most fun. Feel
free to contact me for information on
how to donate or how to enter a team
or yourself in the “competition”. Thank
you in advance for your generosity and
help towards making Birdathon 2011 a
great success.

OBBA II Block Busting
Block busting events for the Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas regions 82 and 83 are tentatively scheduled for June 11 and July 9.
Anyone interested in participating in these
block busting efforts will be gathering data
to close out the remaining blocks in these
regions. Regions 82 and 83 include southeastern Clermont county from New Richmond, Brown County from about RT 32 to
the river and part of south-western Adams
County.
People participating in the block busting will be put in groups and given maps
of areas to cover. My experience covering
these areas have introduced me to parts of
Brown and Adams Counties that I never
knew existed. Some of the areas closer to
the Ohio River include secluded wooded
valleys with Louisiana Waterthrushes nesting along streams and the northern end of
these regions include areas of extensive hay
fields that attract grassland birds.
Just a few of the exciting bird discoveries
that I have made while participating in the
atlas include Cliff Swallows nesting under
several bridges in Brown and Adams County, Grasshopper Sparrows in fields in Adams County and a Hairy Woodpecker nest
in Clermont County. While atlasing you
never know what interesting bird behavior
you will observe and you always meet interesting people along the way.
For more information about the Ohio
Breeding Bird Atlas check out their web
site at: http://www.ohiobirds.org/obba2/index.php

-Contributed by Bill Stanley
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Louisiana Waterthrush © Lana Hays

To see what areas are covered by regions 82 and 83
follow this link:
http://www.ohiobirds.org/obba2/blockmap/
statemap.php and click on the box labeled 82 or 83
on the map.
If you would like to be a part of either or both of
these block busting events you can contact me at:
Bill Stanley
tyrannus@fuse.net
(513)324-2796
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Newsletter of the Cincinnati Bird Club
Cincinnati Bird Club
c/o Newsletter Editor
2497 Spindlehill Drive, #6
Cincinnati, OH 45230
President: Ann Oliver
email: annieobirder@yahoo.com
Program Chair: Bob Foppe
email: fopsinc@aol.com
Field Trips: Steve Bobonick
email: bobonick@msn.com
Newsletter Editor: Mark Gilsdorf
email: markg74@gmail.com
Treasurer: Lois Shadix
email: lcshadix@fuse.net
Park VIP: Jay Lehman
2010-2011 Dues:
If you haven’t sent in your dues yet for the September
2010 - May 2011 birding season, please fill out the form
below and mail it in along with your membership fees.

Visit us on the Web at:

http://www.cincinnatibirds.com/birdclub/index.php

Lois Shadix (lcshadix@fuse.net), 2928 Saddleback Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244
Make your check payable to Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to our Treasurer:
_____Individual $12.00 ______Family $15.00 ______Student (under 18) FREE
 Yes I would like to receive my newsletter via e-mail.

E-mail _____________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Bird Club Membership

