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March Program: 20 years of cincinnatibirds.com S PECIAL P OINTS O F
I NTEREST

SPEAKER: Ned Keller
Date: Friday, March 20th,
7:00 pm
Location: Sharon Woods
Visitor’s Center
December 22nd, 1996 may
not stand out in your minds
as a historic day in Cincinnati birding, but it was. On
this day, our speaker, Ned
Keller, posted the first bird
sightings to the “Birding in
Cincinnati” website
(cincinnatibirds.com),
which he created and has
maintained ever since. For
the past 19 years regional
birders have relied on this
website for up-to-date information about where to
find birds, birders, and
birding hotspots. Ned’s
creation of Birding in Cincinnati was ahead of its time
and in many ways pioneered

the now ubiquitous integration of Internet technology
with birding. Ned will be
discussing the history of his
site, the challenges he faced
in designing it, and the big
picture of how the Internet
affects how we bird. This
will be a great chance to
discuss Internet Birding…
in person.
Although Ned likely needs
no introduction to the local
birding community, I will
give you the elevator pitch.
Ned has been a leader in the
regional birding community
longer than I’ve been alive.
Over the years Ned has held
leadership positions in the
Ohio Ornithological Society, Raptor Inc., Oxbow
Inc., Ohio Bird Record’s
Committee, Ohio Breeding
Bird Atlas II, and the Cin-

cinnati Bird Club. Ned currently holds leadership positions for the Audubon Society of Ohio, OOS and the
Western Wildlife Corridor.
Also, Ned is a long-time
moderator of the Ohio
Birds list-serve and founding webmaster of OOS.
Cyber-birding and community service aside, Ned has
a wealth of ornithological
knowledge and is an expert
field birder. If I’ve forgotten any major accomplishments, that’s Ned’s fault for
doing too much – it’s hard
to keep track! Please join
us @ 7:00 p.m. for
schmoozing and light
snacks.
~ Jack Stenger, Program
Chair

Notes: February Meeting
February’s meeting was
cancelled due to inclement
weather. Many of us were
looking forward to Brian

Wulker’s program on Kentucky Birding, so we plan to
have Brian present at an
upcoming meeting. We

hope that the snow and ice
will be behind us for our
March program.
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mARCH Field Trip: Cedar Bog
Cincinnati Bird Club and Greater Cincinnati
Herpetological Society
Date: March 7, 2015
Time: 8:00am
Where: Cedar Bog State
Nature Preserve
Leader: Bill Stanley
(Cincinnati Bird Club) and
Jim Anno (Greater Cincinnati Herpetological Society)
For close to five years the
Greater Cincinnati Herpetological Society (GCHS)
has helped to maintain habitat for the Eastern Massasauga (rattlesnake) at Cedar
Bog. This year we would
like the Cincinnati Bird
Club to join with GCHS in
this effort. Cedar Bog, near
Urbana, is a unique habitat
and the largest calcareous
bog or fen in Ohio. It was
created by the retreating
glaciers of the Wisconsin
glaciation about 12,00018,000 years ago. Helping
to maintain this habitat for
the Eastern Massasuga also
maintains habitat for birds

and other animals that live
in this exceptional area.
Assisting in doing this work
to maintain this habitat will
also give participants a
unique view of the habitat at
Cedar Bog. The work will
begin around 11am and will
involve cutting and moving/dragging woody plants
and brush that is invading
the swampland habitat of
the Massasauga. The woody
plants being removed may
have spikes/spines/thorns
so please plan accordingly.
There will be volunteers
from other organizations
working on the habitat restoration project that day as
well. If you have a handsaw
or hedge clippers and can
bring them it would be
greatly appreciated. The
crew highly recommends
wearing sturdy work gloves
and waterproof boots as it is
possible you will be in 2" 6" of water. If you are concerned about the snakes,

chances are that this time of
year we will not be lucky
enough to see one. If you
do find one, leave it alone
and point it out to others.
As long as you leave it alone
it will leave you alone.
This field trip is open to
current GCHS and Cincinnati Bird Club members age
14 or older. Due to the
usage of power tools and
the nature of the project,
we ask that all participants
under age 18 have a parent
or legal guardian present.
We typically work in the
field for a few hours, take a
lunch break, and then return to work in the field for
about another hour or so.
Because work will not begin
until 11:00am we should
have time to bird the area in
the morning.
The Cincinnati Bird Club
will meet at 8:00am at the
Meijer parking lot on Tylersville Rd. and carpool

from there. Tylerville Rd.
is Exit 22 off of I75. The
meeting place can be found
on google maps here: Meeting Place
It takes about an hour and a
half from the Meijer parking
lot to get to Cedar Bog.
Members of the GCHS will
be meeting at 9:30am to
travel up from the Meijer
parking lot, so if anyone
would prefer to leave at
9:30 they can come up with
the Herp Society.
Because the staff at Cedar
Bog need to know how
many people are participating it is necessary to register
for the trip.
call or email to ask questions and to register
Bill Stanley
tyrannus58@gmail.com
(513)324-2796
Jim Anno
jim.anno@fuse.net

mARCH Field Trip: Brookville Lake Waterfowl Auto Tour
Cincinnati Bird Club and The Audubon Society Of Ohio
(Cincinnati)
Waterfowl Auto Tour

Location: Brookville Lake
Region
Date: Sunday, March 8,
2015
Meet: 8:00 A.M. at the
Park & Ride at I-275

Exit # 7 (see directions
below)
Leaders: Jay Stenger,
(513) 522-8147,
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
Jack Stenger,
(513) 503-3389, jackstenger@gmail.com

Note: This field trip will
be conducted jointly
with the Cincinnati
Bird Club
Note: Daylight Saving
Time Begins On This
Date
The focus of this trip will be

the spring waterfowl migration, which should be near
peak at this date. Our trip
leaders Jay and Jack Stenger
plan to visit several spots
around the Brookville Lake
Region and if time permits
(Continued on page 3)
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make the short hop over to
Hueston Woods to take a
quick look around Acton
Lake before returning
home. Both of these locations are hotspots and are
excellent for attracting waterfowl and water birds at
this season. The rural countryside surrounding these
two large lakes has diverse
habitats so we expect to
find a great variety of species along the way. Finding
18+ species of Anatidae
(ducks, geese, and swans) is
quite possible. We also expect to find numbers of
grebes, gulls, Sandhill
Cranes, eagles, other raptors, and songbirds including early spring migrants
and lingering winter visitors. Jay and his son Jack
are exceptionally skilled
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birders and have high expectations for this trip.
Because Brookville Lake is
so large this field trip will
be an auto-tour type, which
will consist of driving from
spot to spot interspersed
with a few short easy walks.
While the trip duration is
long and does entail considerable driving, the rewards,
in terms of what we see,
always make it worth the
effort.
The trip will run into mid
to late afternoon, but of
course you can leave at any
time you like. Bring your
lunch and drinks. It always
seems colder around large
lakes so dress accordingly. If
you have a scope it will
prove useful. Restrooms
will be available. One im-

portant note, Indiana State
Parks charges a daily per car
entrance fee ($5 resident,
$7 non-resident). At this
time of year there are usually no attendants on duty
but we cannot be sure of
that.
This is a combined trip with
the Cincinnati Bird Club.
Please note that daylight
saving time begins on this
date. We will meet at 8:00
a.m. (the correct, new
time) at the park & ride lot,
located on SR 128 at the I275 Exit # 7 at SR 128
marked Cleves-Hamilton.
This is the first exit just
west of the Great Miami
River at Miamitown. We
will caravan from there to
the Brookville area, about a
30-minute drive. Call or

email Jay or Jack if you have
any questions.
Visit the Brookville Lake
website at:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2961.htm
Visit the Whitewater Memorial State Park (at Brookville Lake) website at:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2962.htm

March Field trip: East fork state park
Date: March 21, 2015
Time: 8:00am
Where: East Fork State
Park meet at Watercraft
Office.
Leader: Bill Stanley
The Cincinnati Bird Club
will go to East Fork State
Park on March 21. East
Fork has a variety of habitats
that attract many different
bird species including a recent Great Black-backed
Gull. In March we will see
waterfowl and gulls moving
through the area and East
Fork State Park's Harsha
Lake attracts many of these.
In addition to waterfowl,
the lake has a nesting pair of

Bald Eagles. After we have
explored the beach and lake
area of East Fork we will
move on to field and forest
habitat. Join the Cincinnati
Bird Club on March 21 to
see what we can find at East
Fork State Park.

about 9 miles to the junction of Rt. 222. Turn left
onto Bantam Rd. (opposite
Rt. 222) and follow the
signs to the park entrance.
Visit the East Fork State
Park website for a park map
and other info at:
East Fork Information

We will meet at the Watercraft Office on the south
side of East Fork State Park.
To get there, enter the park
from the south side as if you
were heading toward the
beach. The Watercraft Office will be on the right. To
get to the south side entrance to East Fork SP from
I-275 take exit # 65, SR
125 (Beechmont Ave./
Ohio Pike) and go east

A list of birds found at East
Fork State Park's South
Beach can be found on ebird
here: http://ebird.org/
ebird/hotspot/L758746
and East Fork State Park
South side here:
http://ebird.org/ebird/
hotspot/L655727

If you have any questions
email or call Bill Stanley at:
tyrannus58@gmail.com
(513)324-2796
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B IRDING O N T HE L OCAL W ATERWAYS
Jason Gantt with Ohio Department of Natural Resources/Division of Watercraft and a Cincinnati Bird
Club member has put together a series of kayak and
bird excursions on various
Date
April 11, 2015
May 9, 2015
May 22, 2015
May 23,2015
May 24,2015
May 25,2015
June 6, 2015
June 19, 2015
July 11, 2015
August 22, 2015
September 19,2015
October 10, 2015

local waterways starting off
in April at East Fork State
Park. These outing are free
and the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources/
Division of Watercraft will
provide the kayaks and most

of the equipment, but you
must register to participate
because the number of participants is limited. Details
of the next trip is in the
newsletter on page 9. For

more information contact
Jason Gantt at
513-734-2730 ext. 237.
Here is a list of dates and
locations:

Location
East Fork State Park
Stonelick State Park
East Fork State Park
Little Miami River, Carl H. Rahe Park
Little Miami River, Nisbet Park
East Fork State Park
Grant Lake Wildlife Area
Little Miami River, Lake Isabella
Hueston Woods
East Fork State Park
East Fork State Park
East Fork State Park

Photo from the Cincinnati Bird club February 7 field trip to Muskatatuck nwr

Bird Club Members watching banders from Chipper
Woods Bird Observatory band White-crowned Sparrows at Muskatatuck NWR Photo by Bill Stanley

Rough-legged Hawk found in Indiana along Rt 50 on
the way to Muskatatuck NWR Photo by Bill Stanley
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M ARCH B IRD Q UIZ

Here is the March bird quiz. We get a good clear view this month.

All Three Birds in the picture have to be identified to win this month
Rules: Anybody is welcome and
all are encouraged to participate.
However, only paying members
(it’s only $12 per year) are eligible
for prizes and unadulterated bragging rights. To participate send
your answers to me
(jackstenger@gmail.com) by
March 25.
All responses must be the official
common English names used by
the American Ornithologists’ Union check-list (Link). This means
they must be correctly spelled,
capitalized, and hyphenated or else

they are counted as wrong. Mind
your plovers and quails. Also include any comments you have
about the quiz bird, such as how
you arrived at your ID, or how
you felt about the picture. Venting
is welcome. Any bird that is on
the state list for Ohio, Indiana, or
Kentucky is fair game. Whoever
has the highest number of correct
answers by the end of the Bird
Club season (May) “wins.” Any
public discussion of quiz birds will
result in a trap door opening up
beneath the violator.

Prize: To be determined.
Answers: I will post the answer
with a brief analysis in the next
Bird Club newsletter. This will
include a list of all those who
guessed correctly. Don’t worry,
wrong guesses will not be published, so fire away: it’s better to
get a CBC quiz wrong than to have
never participated. I think Alexander Wilson said that.
~Jack Stenger
Program Chair
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T HE A NSWER TO F EBRUARY ’ S B IRD Q UIZ
Winter sparrowing is one of
my favorite types of birding.
Warblers are fun and all, but
they are always behind leaves.
And birds behind twigs are far
easier to identify than birds
behind leaves. So let’s be
thankful that February’s Quiz
Bird is so confiding. All of our
respondents correctly identified this bird as a sparrow – a
safe beginning assumption for a
LBB (little brown bird) bouncing around in shrubs in winter.
One of the best ways to identify sparrows is by their facial
pattern; eye-lines, eye rings,
and moustache-stripes pave the
way to the correct identification. But a key habitat requirement of all sparrows is the
presence of a twig behind
which they can hide their face.
Now we must take the identification through a more roundabout process of elimination:
The heavy snow in the
background can rule
out our summer sparrows like Grasshopper
and Henslow’s, which
are currently skulking
through wiregrass in a
Florida pine savanna.
The clear breast rules out
all of the streakbreasted sparrows,
leaving us with:
American Tree,
White-throated,
White-crowned,
Swamp, Field, Chipping, and House
(which belongs to a
different family than
Emberizidae, the
“New World Sparrows”.)

The two strong white wing
-bars rule out Swamp
and House.
A lack of a white throat
patch rules out Whitethroated.
The pale pinkish-orange
bill rules out American Tree which would
have a bi-colored bill.
That leaves us with Whitecrowned, Field, and Chipping
which are surprisingly difficult
to distinguish from this picture.
We can rule out Chipping
Sparrow because this
bird has a colorful bill
and clear throat and
chin. A Chipping
would have a duskier
bill with a faint moustache stripe.

We can rule out Field
Sparrow by a handful
of subtle marks. First
off, the bird seems big
and Field Sparrows
always seem dainty,
unlike a comparatively
hulking Whitecrowned. Furthermore, there is no hint
of the rusty coloration
or eye-ring that we
would expect to see
on a Field. The parts
of the crown that we
can see are dark
chocolate brown.
This leads us to a firstwinter Whitecrowned Sparrow that
Sean Williams photographed on January
24th, 2015 near Lans-

ing, Michigan. This
bird is one year from
being an easy quiz
bird with an unmistakable black-andwhite crown. This
month’s correct
respondents were
James Their, Joseph
Hampel, Kathi
Hutton, and Bill
Stanley. Field Sparrow was the only
other species receiving guesses.
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Community Calendar


7…Cincinnati Bird Club goes to
Cedar Bog



8…Brookville Reservoir



14...Cincinnati Nature Center
Saturday Bird Walk



20...Cincinnati Bird Club Meeting



21...East Fork State Park



22...Oxbow



Sun Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

28…Cincinnati Nature Center
Saturday Morning Bird Walk

22

23

24

25

26

27

28



April 11 Kayak Birding, East Fork
State Park

29

30

31



May 9 Kayak Birding Stonelick
State Park

O THER B IRDING O PPORTUNITIES I N THE C INCINNATI A REA


March 14, 2015, 8:00am
Cincinnati Nature Center Saturday Bird Walk.
Leader: Darlena Graham
(513)831-1711



March 22, 2015, 8:00am
Oxbow Inc.
Leader: Ann Oliver
(513) 307-0929, annieobirder@yahoo.com
Meet in the upper Oxbow
parking lot at the main entrance just beyond the cement
plant



March 28, 2015, 8:00am
Cincinnati Nature Center Saturday Bird Walk
Leader: Steve Bobonik
(513)831-1711
Great Black-back Gull next to Ring-billed Gull at East Fork State Park
South Beach
Photo by Bill Stanley
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F IELD T RIP N OTES : M USCATATUCK N ATIONAL W ILDLIFE R EFUGE
On Saturday, February 7th seven birders
joined Darlena Graham on the Cincinnati Bird Club field trip to Muscatatuck
National Wildlife Refuge. The weather
was perfect with clear skies and reasonably warm weather. Along the way,
a light-morph Rough-legged Hawk and
Eastern Meadowlarks were found by a
cemetery along Rt. 50. When we were
close to the Refuge, we started seeing
Sandhill Cranes. Sandhills turned out to
be the bird of the day with 10,000+ at
Muscatatuck and 7500+ at Ewing Bottoms. The lakes in the refuge had a thin
layer of ice on them and when we found
open water it would be filled with
ducks and geese. Scanning groups of
Canada Geese we happened upon two
Cackling Geese that cooperated and
allowed the group a chance to compare
them to the Canadas they were with.

Bald Eagles were also in the neighborhood and at one point we witnessed an
interesting interaction between a Bald
Eagle and a Northern Harrier.
As we were heading back to the visitors
center we found a non-avian treat. A
River Otter was breaking through the
thin ice at various locations on the lake.
When the otter came though the ice it
would have something to eat that it
caught below.
When we arrived back at the visitors
center Dr. Ronald Weiss and a cobander from Chipper Woods Bird Observatory were banding birds caught at
the refuge feeders. Dr. Weiss showed
us indications of age on White-crowned
Sparrows and close-up looks at Purple
Finches. More information about Chipper Woods Bird Observatory can be

found at www.wbu.com/
chipperwoods.
Thinking that we hadn't seen enough
Sandhill Cranes at Muscatatuck, we
went on to Ewing Bottoms. At Ewing
Bottoms we found another large flock
of Sandhill Cranes. It was quite a sight
to see the numbers of cranes we found
in Indiana on February 7.
Darlena led the Bird Club on a great
trip. The birds and the company were
fantastic!
Ebird lists for the trip can be found
here:
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist?subID=S21712651
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist?subID=S21712653

Sandhill Cranes Muskatatuck National Wildlife Refuge
February 7 Cincinnati Bird Club Field Trip
Photo by Bill Stanley

River Otter Muskatatuck National Wildlife Refuge
February 7 Cincinnati Bird Club Field Trip
Photo by Bill Stanley
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Kayak Birding Trip:
See birds from the water at East Fork State Park.
Campground Beach
Date: Saturday April 11, 2015
Time: 8:00 a.m. to noon (longer if we
want)
Sponsored by: Ohio Department of
Natural Resources/Division of Watercraft
Event Type: Field Trip
Cost: Free
Details: If you have ever wanted to go
birding from a kayak this is your
chance. The Ohio Department of
Natural Resources-Division of Watercraft will be hosting several kayak birding trips this year. This trip is the first.
East Fork State Park is a great place to
bird. The lake and its surroundings
offer great habitat much of which is best
seen from the water. Trip leaders Cory
Cover and Jason Gantt will guide everyone to those areas. Both Cory and Jason are relatively new birders so we
will all help each other find the birds.
We will launch from the Campground
Beach at East Fork State Park and head
up the East Fork of the Little Miami
River. At this time of year we should
have a mixed bag of birds. Various
shorebirds, waterfowl, loons, herons
and early migrants are possible.
Things to Consider/Know: The
Division of Watercraft will provide
most of the necessary equipment. This
includes sit on top kayaks, paddles and
life jackets (must be worn). We recommend that you bring water, sunblock, snacks, something to keep personal items like phones dry, a hat and
most importantly proper clothing.
Shoes must be worn. Dress for the

water temperature, not the air temperature. It could end up being a fairly
warm day, but in early April the water
will be cold.
Speaking of water, be prepared to get at
least a little wet. Our kayaks are extremely stable, and in all the kayak trips
I have led; only a few folks have gone in
the water. Just be advised that it could
happen. Even if you do not go in, water does find its way into the kayak.
Also, you will most likely have some
sort of optics with you. We recommend that they are waterproof as the
Division of Watercraft does not accept
responsibility for personal property.
Please understand that kayaking is exercise and at times can be taxing. Obviously we will stay together and move at
a comfortable pace, but if you are new
to or not used to kayaking you may find
yourself a bit tired. If we want and
time permits, we beach the kayaks at a
good location and hike a paved trail
along the river to spice things up a bit.
Be advised that for safety purposes and
group cohesion participants must be at
least twelve years of age and weigh no
more than 350 pounds. Because the
Division of Watercraft is a state agency
all participants will be asked to sign a
waiver. Trips are weather permitting.
High winds, thunderstorms, strong
currents or other dangerous weather
conditions will be cause to cancel the
trip. Participants will be notified if the
trip is cancelled.
Finally, space is limited. The Division
of Watercraft has spots for eight people. Slots will be filled on a first come,

first serve basis. See below to register.
To Register: Call or visit East Fork
State Park main office (Division of Watercraft section). Speak with Lu or
Elizabeth and they will add you to the
list if slots are open.
Office Number-513-734-2730 Address: 3292 Elklick Road Bethel, OH
45106
Office Hours-8am to 4:30pm Monday
thru Friday.
Contact Information: Jason Gantt,
513-734-2730 ext. 237
Directions: From North Take 275
South to State Route 32. Go East on 32
towards Batavia. Take the Half Acre
Road exit and go south to Old St. Rt.
32. Go left on Old St. Rt. 32. East
Fork State Park entrance will be on
your right. Follow signs to the campground beach and look for the trailer
with kayaks on the beach.
From South take 275 North to State
Route 32. Go East on 32 towards Batavia. Take the Half Acre Road exit and
go south to Old St. Rt. 32. Go left on
Old St. Rt. 32. East Fork State Park
entrance will be on your right. Follow
signs to the campground beach and look
for the trailer with kayaks on the beach.
Address: 2837 Old State Route 32
Batavia, OH 45103 (Camp Office)
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