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The dual speaker format will 
keep the program engaging. 
For example, Jay and Jack 
will disagree within the first 
sentence of the presentation: 
Jay will tell everyone that 
shorebird identification is 
rather easy, only to be inter-
rupted by Jack’s two-syllable 
coughs from the front row.  
Please come and share any 
tips you have for shorebirding 
– we are eager to hear them - 
and if you have any questions, 
odds are someone at the pro-
gram will be able to answer 
them. 

~Jack Stenger - Program 
Chair 

Speakers: Jay Stenger, Jack 
Stenger 
Date: September 18, 2015, 
7:00 p.m. 
Location: Sharon Woods Visi-
tor Center 
The Cincinnati area is not 
known for its shorebird diver-
sity; during some years it is a 
challenge to find a single 
mudflat, let alone one with 
shorebirds on it. Yet every 
year around 30 species of 
shorebirds may pass through 
our region, not including the 
looming possibility of mega-
rarities. Father-son team Jay 
and Jack Stenger have more 
than 50 combined years of 
experience searching for local 

shorebirds. Nineteen of those 
years they have spent standing 
next to each other on mud-
flats bickering about the mi-
nutia of peep identification. 
For this program Jay and Jack 
will cover a wide variety of 
discussion points regarding 
local shorebirding including, 
but not limited to: identifica-
tion challenges, molt and age-
ing, migration patterns, nota-
ble rarities, and the variability 
of local habitats. They will 
explore this last item by reliv-
ing the glory days of local 
hotspots, their causes, and the 
boom and bust nature of 
shorebirding. 

Program: The Challenges of Inland 

Shorebirding  
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Field trip: Urban Warbler and Songbird 

is only a few minutes away 
from either of them. Despite 
this, it receives less than 
1/10th of the coverage!  Mt. 
Airy was established in 1911 
as the nation’s first urban re-
forestation project.  Wooded 
habitats vary from 100+ year 

(Continued on page 2) 

Date: September 5, 2015 
Time: 8:00 am 
Where: Mt. Airy Forest 
Leader: Jack Stenger 
jackstenger@gmail.com 
(513)503-3389 
Join the Cincinnati Bird Club 
and leader Jack Stenger as we 
visit the vastly under birded 

Mt. Airy Forest in search of 
migrant warblers, songbirds, 
and the remaining local 
breeders.  While Spring 
Grove Cemetery and Burnet 
Woods steal most of the at-
tention around here, Mt. Airy 
Forest is larger than both of 
these locations combined and 

facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatibirdclub
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatibirdclub
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatibirdclub
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatibirdclub
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Park entrances are off of Colerain Ave 
(east from SR 126, I-75) and Sheppard 
Creek Rd (west from I-74). From the 
North, South, or East, take I-75 to I-74 
exit 18 (Colerain Ave) take Colerain Ave 
north to Blue Spruce Rd (Park entrance). 
The arboretum will be the first right after 
the entrance.  From the west, take I-74 to 

old woods to scrubby edges.  There are 
only a few locations in our area that can 
boast more mature forests. 
 
We will meet at the Mt. Airy Forest Arbo-
retum located in the north end of the park. 

(Continued from page 1) exit 14 and turn north onto North Bend 
Rd. Shortly afterwards, turn right onto 
West Fork Rd, and then turn left onto 
Sheppard Creek Rd.  The park entrance 
will be on the right at Blue Spruce Rd.  
Follow Blue Spruce Rd for signage to the 
arboretum. 
~ Brian Wulker - Field Trips 

Field Trip: Shorebirding Minor Clark Fish Hatchery 

in favorable light.  Not only will we be 
looking for a variety of species, but we 
will also be looking for a variety of ages 
and molts, and discuss how using these 
features can aid ID. If you’re looking for 
an opportunity to learn your shorebirds, 
it’s hard to beat this trip!  Minor Clark 
Fish Hatchery is one of the largest fresh-
water fish hatcheries in the country with 
over 110 one acre earthen bottom ponds, 
and three 10 acre earthen bottom ponds. 
The hatchery roads are open to the public 
to drive or hike during daylight hours.  In 
the fall, these fish ponds are drained for 
harvest resulting in wet muddy bottoms.  
15+ species of shorebirds in a day is possi-
ble in mid-September.  This location is 

Date: September 12, 2015 
Time: 7:30 am 
Where: Minor Clark Fish Hatchery 
Meet at the Cold Spring KY Kroger to 
carpool (375 Cross Roads Blvd, 41076) 
Leader: Brian Wulker 
bdwulker@gmail.com 
(513)405-8373 
 
Join the Cincinnati Bird Club as we visit 
Minor Clark Fish Hatchery in Morehead, 
Kentucky on September 12, 2015. This is 
a new location for the bird club and the 
main target will be migrant shorebirds.  
Unlike past shorebird trips you may be 
used to, expect to be able to study any-
thing we find here relatively closely, and 

also a bit of a rarity trap, so you never 
know what may pop up. In the past Glossy 
Ibis, Hudsonian Godwit, Willet, Piping 
Plover, and Ruff have been recorded. The 
hatchery also attracts large numbers of 
herons, and has extensive woody and ri-
parian edges that often hold migrant war-
blers and songbirds by this date. 
 
We will LEAVE at 7:30am from the Cold 
Spring Kroger parking lot.  This will be 
about a 2 hour drive from Cincinnati, so 
be sure to arrive a little before 7:30am so 
we can get out and see birds as soon as 
possible. Be prepared to carpool, and 
bring a few bucks for gas if you do not 
drive, and pack a lunch or some snacks. 

Directions: Take I-275 to the 
AA Highway (exit 77) in 
northern Kentucky. Take 
AA/KY 9 south to exit 14. 
Turn left across the highway 
on US 27/Alexandria Pike 
and then turn right onto 
Cross Roads Blvd to get to the 
meeting location at Kroger. 
The address of the meeting 
location is 375 Cross Roads 
Blvd, 41076. Directions to 
the Hatchery will be distrib-
uted upon meeting. We hope 
to arrive at the hatchery 
around 9:30am, and will bird 
until early afternoon.  The 
plan is to be back in Cincin-
nati by 3:00-4:00 pm. 
~Brian Wulker - Field Trips 

Shorebirds to warm up 
on. 

Photo by Bill Stanley 
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Field trip: Fall Warbler, Hawk and  

Shorebird Migration 

Of course weather and water levels the 
day of our trip will play a large part in just 
how good the birding will be. But if condi-
tions are favorable an outstanding day can 
be expected. Even if conditions are unfa-
vorable we still expect to find a diversity 
of birds in this outstanding area. This field 
trip has become an annual event and never 
disappoints. 
 
The plan is to start the day birding the 
woodland edges around Brookville Lake 
looking for warblers, vireos, flycatchers, 
grosbeaks, thrushes and many other song-
birds. Around 10:30 AM, as temperatures 
rise (and if it’s not raining) updrafts along 
the ridges of the Whitewater River valley 
will create thermals that are used by mi-
grating hawks. We expect to see Ospreys, 
Broad-winged, Sharp-shinned and Coo-
per’s Hawks as they move south. Pere-
grine Falcons and Merlins are possible and 
have been seen on past trips. Bald Eagles 
and other resident hawk species are also 
expected throughout the day. Towards 
mid-day we will check the north end of 
Brookville Lake, which can be an excellent 
place to find numbers of shorebirds, terns, 
herons and egrets if water levels are low 
enough to expose mudflats. 
 
This trip will run well into the afternoon. 
We will caravan to the Brookville Lake 

Location: Brookville Lake Region (Indiana 
State Parks & Wildlife Area) 
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2015 
Co-leader: Jay Stenger, (513) 522-8147, 
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com 
Co-leader: Joe Bens, (513) 353-4229, 
joebens@live.com 
Meet: 8:00 A.M. at the Park & Ride Lot 
located at the I-74/I-275 Miamitown exit 
# 7 for SR 128 
Note*: This trip will be conducted as a 
joint venture with the Audubon Society, 
Cincinnati Chapter 
 
The fall migration of North American 
birds roughly occurs from July through 
November.  However different species or 
families of birds migrate at different times 
during this rather wide window of time. In 
terms of diversity of species September 
represents the peak month of the fall 
migration. The focus of this trip will be on 
three significant groups of birds that are at, 
or near, peak at this date. They are 1) neo-
tropical passerines (especially warblers), 
2) raptors (especially 
Broad-winged Hawks, accipiters and Os-
preys and 3) shorebirds (sandpipers). 
While these species may be found in many 
locations throughout our region, the 
Brookville Lake area can be an excellent 
place to find a diverse representation of all 
three groups at this season. 

area and then do some driving from spot 
to spot, interspersed with lots of stops and 
some easy walking. Bring your lunch and 
drinks. Restrooms are available. One im-
portant note; Indiana State Parks charge a 
daily per car entrance fee ($5 resident, $7 
non-resident). At this time of year there is 
about a 50/50 chance that there will not 
be a fee charged. 
 
We will meet at 8:00 a.m. at the park & 
ride lot, located at the I-74/I-275 Miami-
town exit # 7 for SR 128. The Park & 
Ride is wedged between the exit ramp and 
the expressway. We will caravan from 
here to the Brookville area, about a 25-
minute drive. Contact Jay or Joe if you 
have any 
questions. 
 
Visit the Brookville Lake website at: 
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2961.htm 
For a map of the Brookville Lake area: 
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/files/
brookville_trail.pdf 
Visit the Whitewater Memorial State Park 
(at Brookville Lake) website at: 
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2962.htm 
 
~Jay Stenger - President  

Calling All Bird Clubs: A birding expo 

are interested in representing the Cincin-
nati Bird Club at the expo contact me, Bill 
Stanley at tyrannus58@gmail.com. 

The letter sent to bird club members 

about bird club involvement in the expo 

can be found here: http://

www.americanbirdingexpo.com/calling-

all-bird-clubs/. 

  Bird Watcher's Digest, American Birding 
Association and Grange Insurance Audu-
bon Center are hosting a Birding Expo on 
October 2, 3, and 4.  Information about 
the expo can be found here: http://
www.americanbirdingexpo.com/ 

There will be seminars for Bird Club lead-
ers and members about different aspects of 
maintaining and growing a bird club.  We 
are looking for volunteers to represent the 
Cincinnati Bird Club at the expo.  If you 

 

http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2961.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2961.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/files/brookville_trail.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/files/brookville_trail.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2962.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2962.htm
http://www.americanbirdingexpo.com/calling-all-bird-clubs/
http://www.americanbirdingexpo.com/calling-all-bird-clubs/
http://www.americanbirdingexpo.com/calling-all-bird-clubs/
http://www.americanbirdingexpo.com/
http://www.americanbirdingexpo.com/
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Summer eagles: the new normal? 

As local and national populations of Bald 
Eagles skyrocket, the numbers and nu-
ances of sightings are making up for their 
fading novelty. The historical explanation 
of our local eagle populations is that they 
are rare breeders and uncommon mi-
grants and winter visitors from the north. 
However sightings from this summer 
highlight that eagle movements are much 
more complex and interesting. 

On June 21st Sara Barnes saw 9 Bald Ea-
gles at the mudflats adjacent to Lost 
Bridge, only one of which was an adult. 
On the weekend of June 28th Linda Os-
terhage saw 20 eagles (“mostly imma-
ture”) in the same location. As far as I’m 
aware, 20 eagles is the high count for any 
one location in the Cincinnati area. These 
sightings are anomalous since they don’t 
fit into the common sense model or his-
toric occurrence patterns (Peterjohn 
2001). What are 20 eagles doing in one spot 
in Hamilton County in June? They aren’t 
summering birds because they moved on 
within a couple days. They aren’t mi-
grants from the north, because these 
fledglings would still be in their natal 
area. These eagles, like most of our sum-
mer eagles, were likely immature eagles 
migrating north from the southern 

United States. 

Broley (1947) was the first to demon-
strate that southern Bald Eagles migrate 
north after they fledge in the spring. He 
banded 814 eagles on their nests in Flor-
ida. Forty-eight subadult eagles were 
recovered from 13 states and 4 Canadian 
provinces. Of his 48 band recoveries, 
there were none north of Florida in Janu-
ary to March and no recoveries in Florida 
from June to October. One fledgling 
eagle was last seen near its nest in Tampa 
on April 21, only to be recovered 31 
days later and 1600 miles away in Leger 
Brook, New Brunswick. This clearly 
showed that immature Florida eagles 
migrate north after fledging and return 
south in the fall. Sadly 21 of the 48 band 
recoveries came from shot eagles. While 
most of the recoveries were along the 
coast, 6 were in the Great Lakes region. 
Later migratory studies of eagles that 
breed along the Texas Gulf Coast show a 
similar pattern, but more end up in the 
central U.S. (Mabie et al. 1994, see Fig-
ure 1). 

Eagles simply haven’t been common 
enough in the past for us to notice this 
trend locally. I associate eagle sightings 
with biting winter winds, but perhaps I 

should revise that image to a scorched 
midsummer mudflat. When summer 
migrants are considered with migrants 
from the north it’s entirely possible that 
you could see a migrating Bald Eagle over 
Cincinnati during all 12 months of the 
year. I don’t think that can be said of any 
other species. 

On July 6th, 1997 I spotted an immature 
Bald Eagle with my dad at Riverside Na-
ture Preserve, along the Great Miami 
River in Butler County. This was the bird 
sighting that pushed my interest in bird-
ing past the point of no return. At that 
time all Bald Eagle sightings were note-
worthy, and summer records were 
nearly unheard of. I remember being 
perplexed at what this eagle was doing in 
Hamilton during the summer. Though I 
don’t know where that bird came from, I 
now have a suspicion that it was one of 
these young migrants following the Great 
Miami north. 
 
~Jack Stenger - Program Chair 

Kayak Birding Trip:  

See birds from the water at East Fork State Park. 

Campground Beach 

bird.  There are numerous coves, water 
edge and riverine environments that are 
most easily accessible by water.  Trip lead-
ers Cory Cover and Jason Gantt will guide 
everyone to those areas.  Both Cory and 
Jason are relatively new birders so we will 
all help each other find the birds.    

We will launch from the Campground 
Beach at East Fork State Park and head up 
the East Fork of the Little Miami River.   

Things to Consider/Know:  The Divi-
sion of Watercraft will provide most of the 

  Date:  Saturday September 19, 2015   

Time:  8:00 a.m. to noon (longer if we 
want) 

Sponsored by:  Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources/Division of Watercraft 

Event Type:  Field Trip 

Cost:  Free 

Details:  If you have ever wanted to go 
birding from a kayak this is your chance.  
East Fork State Park is a great place to 

necessary equipment.  This includes sit on 
top kayaks, paddles and life jackets (must 
be worn).  We recommend that you bring 
water, sunblock, snacks, something to 
keep personal items like phones dry, a hat 
and most importantly proper clothing.  
Shoes must be worn.    Dress for the water 
temperature, not the air temperature.    

Speaking of water, be prepared to get wet.  
Our kayaks are extremely stable, and in all 
the kayak trips I have led; only a few folks 

(Continued on page 5) 



PAGE 5 VOLUME 51 , ISSUE 6 

Birding Calendar 

September 5… Field Trip: Mt. Airy 
Forest. 

September 12… Field Trip: Minor 
Clark Fish Hatchery 

September 12… Cincinnati Nature 
Center Saturday Bird Walk 

September 18… Meeting: Inland 
Shorebirding 

September 19… Kayak Birding 

September 20… Field Trip: Brookville 

September 26… Cincinnati Nature 
Center Saturday Bird Walk 

 

   

SEPTEMBER 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

sion of Watercraft is a state agency all par-
ticipants will be asked to sign a waiver.  
Trips are weather permitting.   High 
winds, thunderstorms, strong currents or 
other dangerous weather conditions will 
be cause to cancel the trip.  Participants 
will be notified if the trip is cancelled.     

Finally, space is limited.  The Division of 
Watercraft has spots for eight people.  
Slots will be filled on a first come, first 
serve basis.  See below to register. 

To Register:  Call or visit East Fork State 
Park main office (Division of Watercraft 
section).  Speak with Lu or Elizabeth and 
they will add you to the list if slots are 
open.                                       Office Num-
ber-513-734-2730  Address:  3292 Elklick 
Road Bethel, OH 45106 

Office Hours-8am to 4:30pm Monday thru 
Friday. 

Contact Information:  Jason Gantt, 
513-734-2730 ext. 237    

have gone in the water.  Just be advised 
that it could happen.  Even if you do not 
go in, water does find its way into the 
kayak.  Also, you will most likely have 
some sort of optics with you.  We recom-
mend that they are waterproof as the Divi-
sion of Watercraft does not accept respon-
sibility for personal property. 

Please understand that kayaking is exercise 
and at times can be taxing.  Obviously we 
will stay together and move at a comfort-
able pace, but if you are new to or not 
used to kayaking you may find yourself a 
bit tired.  If we want we can beach the 
kayaks at a good location and hike/bird a 
paved trail along the river to spice things 
up a bit. 

Be advised that for safety purposes and 
group cohesion participants must be at 
least twelve years of age and weigh no 
more than 350 pounds.  Because the Divi-

(Continued from page 4) Directions:  From North Take 275 South 
to State Route 32.  Go East on 32 towards 
Batavia.  Take the Half Acre Road exit and 
go south to Old St. Rt. 32.  Go left on Old 
St. Rt. 32.  East Fork State Park entrance 
will be on your right.  Follow signs to the 
campground beach and look for the trailer 
with kayaks on the beach. 

From South take 275 North to State Route 

32.  Go East on 32 towards Batavia.  Take 

the Half Acre Road exit and go south to 

Old St. Rt. 32.  Go left on Old St. Rt. 32.  

East Fork State Park entrance will be on 

your right.  Follow signs to the camp-

ground beach and look for the trailer with 

kayaks on the beach. 
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September Bird Quiz 

Welcome to another year of frustratingly 
difficult to identify bird pictures. Before 
we kick-off the 2015-2016 Cincinnati 
Bird Club ID Quiz season we have some 
housekeeping. 

Congratulations to Kathi Hutton and 
Bill Stanley, our reigning bird identifi-
cation champions from last year. Their 
identification skills inspire me to dig for 
even more obscure bird photographs. I 
will revel in the challenge of trying to 
stump them, but I don’t like my odds. At 
the outset of the Bird Quiz, I stipulated 
that there would be a prize for the win-
ner(s). I then promptly forgot about this 
aspect of the quiz for 12 months, as did 
most I’m sure. Kathi, Bill, the prize cere-
mony will have to wait, but we’re on it. 
More to come. 

Below are the rules and guidelines of the 
Bird Quiz. 

Rules: Anybody is welcome and all are 
encouraged to participate. To participate 
send your answers to me 
(jackstenger@gmail.com) by September 
20. All responses must be the official 
common English names used by the 
American Ornithologists’ Union check-
list. This means they must be correctly 
spelled, capitalized, and hyphenated or 
else they are counted as wrong. Mind 
your plovers and quails. Also include any 
comments you have about the quiz bird, 
such as how you arrived at your ID, or 
how you felt about the picture. Venting 
is welcome. 
Any bird that is on the state list for Ohio, 
Indiana, or Kentucky is fair game. Who-
ever has the highest number of correct 

answers by the end of the Bird Club sea-
son (May) “wins.” Any public discussion 
of quiz birds will be penalized with a 
cyber-hack of your ebird account. 

Answers: I will post the answer with a 

brief analysis in the next Bird Club news-

letter. This will include a list of those 

who guessed correctly. Don’t worry, 

wrong guesses will not be published and 

are confidential, so fire away: it’s better 

to get a CBC quiz wrong than to have 

never participated. 

~Jack Stenger - Program Chair 

September Bird Quiz 

Once again Jack provides us with a clear picture of easily identified birds. 



Answer: may bird quiz 

least finicky shorebird we have. 

So the question we should be asking is – 
why isn’t this shorebird foraging in a 
swamp forest a Solitary Sandpiper? 

Greenish-yellow legs? Check. Clean white 
below? Check. White flecking on a grayish 

  The first identification clues we use in the 
field pertain to probability – what are we 
likely to see given the season, location and 
habitat? Because of this I’ll start with a less 
obvious identification feature of our quiz 
bird – the tree in the background. 

Of the 85 sandpipers in the world only 2 
species frequently nest in trees: the 
Solitary Sandpiper and its Eurasian 
counterpart, the Green Sandpiper. 
Solitary Sandpipers nest in aban-
doned songbird nests in boreal 
swamp forest. Although they inhabit 
a wider range of habitats during 
migration, they maintain an affinity 
for wooded wetlands, which is un-
usual for all of our other sandpipers. 
Our only other shorebird that can 
be regularly found in wooded habi-
tats is the Spotted Sandpiper, the 

back? Check! Kathi Hutton took this pic-
ture of a Solitary Sandpiper at Armleder 
Park on April 24, 2015. Joe Bens, Joseph 
Hampel, Bill Stanley, and Jay Stenger 
were this month’s correct respondents. 
 
~Jack Stanger - Program Chair 
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This flattering photograph was taken by Kathi Hutton 
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2015-2016 DUES:  

IF YOU HAVEN’T SENT 

IN YOUR DUES YET 

FOR THE SEPTEMBER 

2015 - MAY 2016 

BIRDING SEASON, 
PLEASE FILL OUT THE 

FORM AND MAIL IT IN 

ALONG WITH YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

A Note about the Passenger Pigeon and Dues  

We reviewed the email list of members receiving this 
newsletter and found that a number of people receiving 
the Passenger Pigeon are not up to date with their mem-
bership dues. Next month we will remove the people 
from the newsletter email list who are not up to date. If 
you haven’t paid your dues please consider paying them 
so you can continue to receive the Cincinnati Bird Club 
newsletter. Your dues support other Bird Club functions 
such as meeting place and speakers.  

~The Cincinnati Bird Club Board  
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