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Program: There’s Nothing Trivial
About it.
Date: November 20, 2015,
7:00 p.m.

On November 20th, 2015 we
will be hosting our second
annual trivia night. To make
Location: Sharon Woods Visithe program even more intertor Center
active we are asking for memTraditionally, our November bers to submit questions or
program is a celebration of
topic suggestions ahead of
the Christmas Bird Counts
time.
and local birding culture. Last
To submit a question e-mail
year we began what I hope is
Jack Stenger
a new tradition – CBC Trivia
(jackstenger@gmail.com)
Night. All trivia pertained to
with the subject of “Trivia
local Christmas Bird Counts
Night.” Like Jeopardy, quesand was formatted in a multitions range from “easy” $100
media Jeopardy-style format.
questions (most members
Everyone present was proshould get correct) to difficult
vided with an answer-card
$500 questions that are very
and played along through two
challenging. Last year all
rounds and a final Jeopardy.

questions pertained to local
Christmas Bird Counts, but
this year other semi-relevant
bird trivia will be allowed to
keep topics fresh. All questions should somehow pertain
to local birding or National
Christmas Bird Counts. To
give an idea of questions,
some from last year’s topics
included: Cincinnati Birding
history, identification, counting, bird abundance, CBC
geography, bird limericks,
counting, and “potpourri.”
~Jack Stenger - Program
Chair

Field trip: Caesar Creek State Park
Date: Sunday, Nov 22, 2015
Meet: 8 a.m. at the Caesar
Creek SP beach parking lot
(see directions below)
Leader: Brian Wulker
bdwulker@gmail.com

Late fall migration will be
well underway and the focus
of this trip will be waterfowl
(ducks) and water birds (i.e.
loons, grebes, gulls etc.).
Over the years Caesar Creek
Lake has attracted numerous

rarities during the fall and
there is always a good chance
for a surprise to show up.
Franklin’s Gulls have been
fairly regular in recent years
and rarer gulls are always
possible. Of course the di(Continued on page 2)

facebook
The Cincinnati Bird
Club is now
on facebook at https://

www.facebook.com cincinnatibirdclub Like our page
and follow it for information
about upcoming meetings,

field trips and other bird club
information.
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verse habitats of this large area attracts a
host of other species and we also expect to
find a number of raptors and migrant and
winter resident songbirds.
In addition to checking many sites around
Caesar Creek Lake, we may make stops at
nearby Spring Valley Wildlife Area and the
Roxanna gravel pits as well. This will be a
day trip, extending well past noon, so be
sure to bring a lunch and drinks. The trip
will consist mostly of driving from one
lake view to another, interspersed with
short walks that are usually very rewarding
in terms of numbers and diversity of birds
seen. This type of birding is much better if
you have a scope, but if you don’t have
one don’t let that stop you. Bird club
members are well known for generously
sharing their scopes. Waterfowl season

field trips are typically caravanning/autotours, meaning that we will for the most
part drive from spot to spot, stopping at
various vantage points to scan the lakes and
fields. Other habitats won’t be ignored,
but there will be little, if any, hiking. Carpooling is encouraged, but if you are on a
schedule or have to be home early it is not
advised. All of these locations have ample
restroom facilities. And be sure to dress
warm and expect wet weather! It’s better
to strip off too much clothing that to be
caught unprepared. Standing on the open
shores of a large reservoir in wet November weather will feel 20 degrees colder
than your backyard. We hope to see you
out there.

about 5 miles. After crossing the SR 73
Bridge over Caesar Creek Lake, turn right
at the State Park entrance and follow the
signs to the swimming beach. If you have
any questions about this trip or need further directions feel free to contact Brian.
Visit the Caesar Creek SP website at:
http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/caesarcreek
~Brian Wulker - Field Trips

We will meet at the Caesar Creek swimming beach parking lot. From Cincinnati,
take I-71 north to the State Route 73 exit
# 45. Turn left (west) onto SR 73 and go

Field trip: Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge
Date: Saturday, Nov 28, 2015

Christmas Bird Count. Other Raptors such
as Red-tailed, Red-shouldered, RoughMeet: 7:30 a.m. at the Miamitown Park
legged, Cooper’s, Sharp-shinned, and Faland Ride (see directions below)
cons are also possible. In addition to rapLeaders: Gary Stegner, Jack Stenger
tors, we should also find a decent mix of
This will be a rare trip to a typically closed songbirds expected at this date, especially
-to-the-public location in SE Indiana. Big sparrows. Waterfowl are also a possibility
Oaks NWR (aka former Jefferson Proving as there are a few water features on the
property.
Ground) is mostly closed to the public
after spending decades as a munitions test- Due to the limited parking at the refuge
ing ground for the military. Despite the
office, and the need to consolidate vehicles
violent past, there’s still a lot of habitat in once we arrive at the refuge, we are
the refuge. Fortunately for us, Gary
LEAVING from the Miamitown Park and
Stegner knows his way around the site and Ride at 7:30am. It will take nearly an hour
has agreed to get us access to the wide
to get to Big Oaks, where we will meet
diversity of habitat on this 50,000 acre
Gary Stegner. Birding will last until about
refuge that spans parts of three counties!
12:30 – 1:00 pm, and we should be able
The refuge has a nice mix of woodland
to return to Miamitown by 2:00 pm. Becover, prairies and grasslands, and some
cause this trip requires escort access
water features so we can expect a little bit (Gary) you will NOT be able to leave
of everything bird-wise. Our main target early.
however will be the now almost annual
To get to the Miamitown Park and Ride,
Golden Eagle(s) that over winter on the
take Interstate 275 to exit 7 (Miamitown).
refuge and are regularly recorded on the

If you come from the East or West, turn
left and the lot is off SR 128 right next to
the highway.
Information about Big Oaks NWR can be
found here: http://www.fws.gov/
refuge/big_oaks/
If you have any questions about the trip
and birding, contact Gary Stegner: garyandsally@hotmail.com
If you have any questions about meeting
and carpooling to Big Oaks, contact Jack
Stenger: jackstenger@gmail.com
~Brian Wulker - Field Trips
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November bird quiz
have about the quiz bird, such as how you
arrived at your ID, or how you felt about
the picture. Venting is welcome. Any bird
that is on the state list for Ohio, Indiana,
or Kentucky is fair game. Whoever has the
highest number of correct answers by the
end of the Bird Club season (May) “wins.”
Any public discussion of quiz birds will
result in a trap door opening up beneath
the violator.
Prize: To be determined.
Answers: I will post the answer with a
brief analysis in the next Bird Club newsletter. This will include a list of all those
who guessed correctly. Don’t worry,
wrong guesses will not be published, so
fire away: it’s better to get a CBC quiz
All responses must be the official common wrong than to have never participated. I
Rules: Anybody is welcome and all are
English names used by the American Orni- think Alexander Wilson said that.
encouraged to participate. However, only thologists’ Union check-list (Link). This
~Jack Stenger
paying members (it’s only $12 per year)
means they must be correctly spelled,
are eligible for prizes and unadulterated
capitalized, and hyphenated or else they
bragging rights. To participate send your are counted as wrong. Mind your plovers
answers to me (jackstenger@gmail.com) and quails. Also include any comments you
by November 25.

Field trip Notes: East Fork state Park October 31
On October 31, 15 birders showed up for American Coot breakfast. There were
the East Fork State
Park bird walk. A
Franklin’s Gull had
been reported at the
beach the day before
and when we arrived and searched
the gulls we found
three. One adult
and two immature.
Along with three
Franklin’s Gulls
there were many
Bonaparte's and
Ring-billed Gulls.
On the lake we enjoyed watching a
young Bald Eagle
attempt to catch an

also a large number of Common Loons on
the lake and from the dam
we counted 17 in one
group. A good variety of
sparrows were around the
prairie trail with quite a
few Swamp Sparrows
among others. A few of us
continued on to the Williamsburg wetlands area of
east fork. There we had
two late Tree Swallow fly
over. The complete ebird
lists of the birds we found
at East Fork can be found
(Continued on page 4)

Gulls at East Fork SP
Photo by Bill Stanley

T HE P ASSENGER P IGEON

P AGE 4

October Quiz Bird Answer
Perhaps I went too far on October’s bird
quiz. The photo is reminiscent of that
“cryptozoologists” cite as proof of Bigfoot’s existence. Fortunately fall warblers do exist, often only as fleeting blurs
in our binoculars.
The first question is… what the heck are
we looking at? Figuring out which part of
the bird is the central challenge to October’s Quiz; field marks only have value if
you know their specific location. That
olive-yellow smudge in the center of the
photo is a small bird, mid-hover, with its
back to us and tail pointing downwards.
We see the underside of the left wing and
the dorsal view of the right wing. Once
we have that straight – no simple task –
we can analyze the most striking field
Photo by Rob Tunison
marks. There are yellow spots in the
outer tail feathers and a yellow flash in
lowstart. The yellow sides confirm this.
the right wing.
Bill Stanley was this month’s sole correct ~Jack Stenger - Program Chair
Only one bird in North America has this respondent, though few responded. Rob
combination: American Redstart, or per- Tunison took this picture at Burnet
haps more appropriately American Yel- Woods on August 29, 2015.
(Continued from page 3)

here:
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?
subID=S25639494
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?
subID=S25640380
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?
subID=S25641034
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?
subID=S25642566
~Bill Stanley - News Letter

Birders on the East Fork State Park bird trip at the Prairie Trail.
Photo by Bill Stanley
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Birding Calendar


November 7...Northern SawWhet Owl Banding. Fernald Preserve



November 14...Northern SawWhet Owl Banding. Fernald
Perserve
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November 14...Audubon Field
Trip Otto Armleder Memorial
Park
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November 14...Cincinnati Nature
Center Saturday Bird Walk
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November 15...Oxbow Inc. Field
Trip



November 20...Program: CBC
Trivia Night

29

30



November 22...Field Trip: Caesars
Creek State Park



November 21...Audubon Field
Trip. Brookville Lake and Huston
Woods





November 28...Field Trip: Big
Oak



November 28...Cincinnati Nature
Center Bird Walk

Miami Whitewater Wetlands
Trip, October 11

O THER B IRDING O PPORTUNITIES


Fernald Preserve: Northern Saw-whet
Owl banding.
Saturday, November 7, 2015, 7:00

p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (almost full) or
9:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 14, 2015, 7:00
p.m. - 9:00 p.m. or 9:00 p.m. 11:00 p.m.
You must register to participate.
Contact: Fernald Preserve Visitors

Center receptionist, telephone 513648-3330,
email Fernald@lm.doe.gov




Cincinnati Nature Center Saturday
morning bird walks.
November 14 led by Dave Helm.
November 28 led by Steve Bobonick.
Meet at 8:00am in the Rowe Woods
Parking lot. Open to all, nonmembers pay a parking fee.
Call (513) 831-1711 for details.



Audubon: Otto Armleder Memorial
Park. Meet at 9:00am. Details can be
found here: http://

The ebird list for the October 11 Miami Whitewater Wetlands trip can be
found here: http://ebird.org/ebird/
view/checklist?subID=S25377779

cincinnatiaudubon.org/calevent/ottoarmleder-memorial-park/
Audubon: Brookville Lake and Huston
Woods. Saturday, November 21,
8:00am. Details can be found here:
http://cincinnatiaudubon.org/
calevent/brookville-lake-huestonwoods/
Audubon Society of Ohio events can
be found here: http://
cincinnatiaudubon.org/calevents/
Cincinnati Nature Center events can
be found here: https://
community.cincynature.org/
page.aspx?pid=299
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
CINCINNATI BIRD CLUB
FACEBOOK

Bird Club Membership
Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________________________________________________________
Email __________________________________________________________________
2015-2016 DUES:

_____Individual $12.00 ______Family $15.00 ______Student (under 18) FREE
Make your check payable to Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to our Treasurer:
Lois Shadix (lcshadix@fuse.net), 2928 Saddleback Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244

IF YOU HAVEN’T SENT
IN YOUR DUES YET
FOR THE SEPTEMBER
2015 - MAY 2016
BIRDING SEASON,
PLEASE FILL OUT THE
FORM AND MAIL IT IN
ALONG WITH YOUR
MEMBERSHIP FEES

