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Program: The Once and Future
Oxbow, Inc.
Speaker: Jon Seymour
Date: Thursday, March 17,
7:00 p.m.
Location: Sharon Woods
Visitor Center
To Cincinnati birders the
Oxbow needs little introduction. The Oxbow
floodplain, which lies at the
mouth of the Great Miami
River is perhaps the premier birding area in the
region thanks to its concentrations of migrant waterbirds. While it is easy to
take this site for granted,
its existence is due to the
tireless efforts of Oxbow,
Inc., a grassroots conservation organization that recently celebrated its 30th

anniversary. During those
30 years the organization
grew from a small group of
individuals (many of them
Bird Club members) with a
shared interest in protecting the Oxbow floodplain
to a non-profit organization
that owns 850 acres and
protects another 260 acres
with conservation easements. Jon Seymour, who
has been President of Oxbow, Inc. since 2003, will
present on the history and
future of the Oxbow and
Oxbow, Inc.

time job with overtime.
The Oxbow’s history is
fascinating, full of interesting characters and unpredictable developments. Jon
is an engaging storyteller
who knows this history
intimately. He will also
outline some of the large
decisions Oxbow, Inc. will
have to make in the coming
decade. What will a drive
through the Oxbow look
like in 2035? If you’ve ever
wondered about the nittygritty of bird conservation,
or have questions about the
Jon is an enthusiastic advo- Oxbow, this program is for
you.
cate for the Oxbow. Although he is a volunteer,
his efforts are akin to a full- ~Jack Stenger
Programs

Joe Kappa
On March 1 the Cincinnati birding community lost a friend. Joe Kappa passed away
at too young of an age. For those of us who knew Joe and joined in his enthusiasm for
birds and the natural world he will be missed.

facebook
The Cincinnati
Bird Club
is now on facebook at

https://
tion about upcoming meetwww.facebook.com cincin- ings, field trips and other
natibirdclub Like our page bird club information.
and follow it for informa-
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Field Trip: Evening Hike and Woodcocks at Miami
Whitewater Wetlands
(exit 3) and travel north. Dry Fork Rd
will end at New Haven Rd, and continue right. Turn left onto Oxford Rd
and immediately left again onto
Baughman Rd. The parking area is on
the right, after crossing the bike path.
Join the Cincinnati Bird Club for an
We will be hiking, so prepare for wet The meeting location can be found on
evening hike at the Miami Whitewater or muddy conditions and it would be a google maps here: Baughman Rd
Wetlands. This location is a great spot good idea to bring a light for the hike
to spend the last hour or so of daylight, back. A scope will likely not be neces- ~Brian Wulker
Field Trips
especially early in the spring. We
sary due to the low light, but the trip
should have displaying American
leader will have one to help scan for
Woodcock after dusk, but will also be owls and ducks.
looking for waterfowl, blackbird
roosts, Short-eared Owls, sparrows,
To get there, take I-74 to Dry Fork Rd
Date: Friday, March 11, 2016
Meet at the Baughman Rd Parking area
at 5:45pm
Leader: Brian Wulker
bdwulker@gmail.com

and anything else we can find. If we’re
lucky, we may get an early shorebird
or two such as Yellowlegs. The woodcock display should start 15 minutes or
so after sunset.

Field Trip: Gilmore Ponds
Date: Saturday, March 19, 2016
Meet at the Symmes Rd parking area at
8:00am
Leader: Mike Busam
mbusam@gmail.com

be arriving as the other species continue north. The earliest spring migrants such as Tree Swallow, Purple
Martin, Yellowlegs, and Pectoral Sandpiper are also possible. In addition to
the new arrivals, many of our winterJoin the Cincinnati Bird Club and Mike ing species can still be found as they
Busam as we explore Gilmore Ponds
start working their way back north
(now Gilmore Metropark). This loca- too.
tion has historically been amongst the Mike is a wealth of knowledge about
most productive locations in the area, birding and the natural history of Butbut it seems like it hasn’t gotten quite ler County, and he says if all else fails
as much recent attention as in the past. he’ll resort to “boring stories about the
Mid-march action will be dominated
nearly 200-year-old ditches that have
by several species of waterfowl near
made Gilmore Ponds what it is today.”
peak migration, with others still
around in good numbers. Species like Meet at the south parking lot along
Wood Duck and Blue-winged Teal will Symmes Rd at 8:00am. Most of the

area is a marsh, and as you may expect
will be very wet in the early spring. Be
sure to prepare for wet and muddy
conditions on trails. This trip will involve some hiking, and possibly some
driving if Mike decides to check some
nearby spots. To get to Gilmore from I
-275, take exit 41 for Route 4 north to
Symmes Rd. Turn left and the parking
lot will be on the right. The meeting
location can be found on google maps
here: Symmes Rd
~Brian Wulker
Field Trips

Field Trip: East Fork State Park
Date: Sunday, April 3, 2016
Meet at the South Beach at 8:00am
Leader: Kathi Hutton
krhuttondvm@frontier.com

Join the Cincinnati Bird Club and Kathi
Hutton for a morning of birding
around East Fork State Park. Dabbling
ducks and some divers should still be
found in decent numbers on this date,

and non-waterfowl water birds such as
Common Loon, Grebes, and early
shorebirds are also possibilities. East
Fork is one of those places where you
(Continued on page 3)
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birds may be far out on the lake. This
trip may involve some hiking, and posnever know what you might find, and sibly some carpooling if Kathi decides
early April is a great time for a surprise other vantage points on the lake are
or two. In addition to water bird
worth checking.
movements, several early songbirds
Kathi plans to meet at the South Beach
could be back including a few warblers
like Yellow-throated Warbler and Lou- at 8:00am and bird the area until about
noon. To get to the South Beach, take
isiana Waterthrush.
State Route 125 east out of Cincinnati
Bring a scope if you have one, as some
and turn left on Old State Route 125.
(Continued from page 2)

Turn left into the State Park on Elklick
Rd and follow that to Park Rd 2. Park
Rd 2 will end in the parking area for
the South Beach. There are signs directing you to the beach on Rt 125.
The meeting location can be found on
google maps here: South Beach
~Brian Wulker
Field Trips

Field Trip Notes: Merlin Census
On February 6, 2016, the Cincinnati
Bird Club embarked on the “first that
we know of” Cincinnati Merlin Census
of the city’s urban green spaces and
surrounding areas. We fielded 16 parties with 32 participants covering 26
different locations around Cincinnati.
Our original focus was to cover the
urban core of the city, where several
locations have long histories of wintering Merlins such as Old and New St.
Joseph Cemeteries and Spring Grove
Cemetery. Other locations around
these spots have also produced birds in
the past, so our goal was to get an approximate figure for just how many
Merlins are moving back and forth between these pockets of green space.
Was it just one or two that make the
rounds around town, or was there one
at every property? Once our 8 main
focus areas were covered, we expanded outward to the Little Miami
River Valley, Northern Kentucky and
other locations based on our member’s
interests. Survey times were from 3pm
– 5pm in an effort to get birds coming
into night roosts. Afterwards, we all
met at a local establishment to tally our
finds.
A google map of the surveyed locations can be found here: https://

www.google.com/maps/d/edit?
mid=z6zfKMbqPiMY.kf_ZOg2LG8m
4&usp=sharing
Here are our results for Merlins and
other raptors during the tally. Merlin
was the only species that we made a
significant effort to identify individually (time first observed – time last
observed, behavior, age, gender, anything else individually identifiable).
37 Black Vulture
24 Turkey Vulture
2 Sharp-shinned Hawk
4 Cooper’s Hawk
2 Accipiter sp.
6 Red-shouldered Hawk
29 Red-tailed Hawk
1 American Kestrel
1 Peregrine Falcon
8 Merlin
1 at St. Mary’s Cemetery from 3:004:08pm
1 at Old St. Joseph Cemetery from
4:40–4:42pm
1 at New St. Joseph Cemetery from
4:35-5:00pm
2 at Spring Gove Cemetery, one from
4:05-4:27pm and another at 4:08pm
1 at the Newtown Gravel Pits 4:504:51pm
1 at Highland Cemetery at 5:10pm
(Kenton Co. KY)

1 at Evergreen Cemetery from 3:554:00pm (Campbell Co. KY).
Within our original scope of the
Cincinnati urban core, 5 total birds
were counted. 2 more were in Northern Kentucky, and another in the Little
Miami River Valley. Using times, age,
gender, photos, and other individually
identifiable information, we have a
very high degree of confidence that all
of these are individual birds. In addition to the 8 we counted on Feb.6th,
the California Woods golf course had
one on Feb.4th that was likely another
individual, and Arlington Cemetery
recorded one during the Western
Hamilton CBC 5 weeks ago, but that
bird has not been reported since.
There were also recent Northern Kentucky reports from CVG airport and
along I-275, two locations not surveyed today.
Special thanks to co-organizer Bill
Zimmerman and all of our section
leaders: Ned Keller, Kathy McDonald,
Josh Eastlake, Kathi Hutton, Jack
Stenger, Steve Pelikan, Bill Stanley,
Joe Bens, Mark Gilsdorf, Jeff Bilsky,
Jay Stenger, Gale Wulker, Eric
Burkholder, Kirk Westendorf, Rodney
Crice, Bill Hull and Jim Rettig. Also
(Continued on page 8)
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March Quiz Bird
March’s quiz birds are a sight for sore
ears. We have three sonograms – visual representations of bird song – that
need to be identified. On first blush
this may seem like an extremely challenging quiz, especially for those who
aren’t familiar with interpreting sonograms. However, I feel that these can
be worked through, given some practice with sonograms and the context
clues at the bottom. The purpose of
this quiz is to emphasize the value of
sonograms and give us an excuse to
practice them. Interpreting sonograms is a key component of birding
by ear. It gives us a way to visualize
song and also to describe it in quantitative ways.
All of these sonograms come from
xeno-canto (xeno-canto.org) an invaluable database for sharing bird recordings. I encourage you to surf this
website and study sonograms. For the
quiz’s answer in next issue I will post
links to the mystery recordings so you

can listen along with the sonograms
and see their full recording information.

sonograms.
Here are the context clues to March’s
quiz birds:

A brief primer on sonograms:

All three species occur and sing
The x-axis is time, in seconds.
during March in Cincinnati.
The y-axis is frequency in kiloOne is a permanent resident, one
hertz. A human voice or a
is a temperate migrant, and
Great Horned Owl would be
one is a neotropical migrant.
around 1 khz, very low.
Two of these birds are heard in
Golden-crowned Kinglets
forested habitats and one is
and waxwings – those species
found in more open, scrubby
that are the first to go for
habitats.
ageing birders – get up to 10
The low frequency background
khz.
noise on one of these sonoFor the actual sound, the darker
grams hints at the bird’s spethe splotch, the louder.
cific habitat.
The thinner the band the clearer
the pitch. The less distinct,
the raspier. If you compare ~Jack Stenger
the sonograms of a whistling
Programs
Eastern Wood-Pewee and a
Quiz
buzzy Eastern Kingbird, this
difference is striking.
A Google search will yield more detailed tips about interpreting

Sonogram 1

Sonogram 2

P AGE 5
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March Quiz Rules
Rules: Anybody is welcome and all
are encouraged to participate. However, only paying members (it’s only
$12 per year) are eligible for prizes
and unadulterated bragging rights. To
participate send your answers to me
(jackstenger@gmail.com) by March
25.

counted as wrong. Mind your plovers
and quails. Also include any comments you have about the quiz bird,
such as how you arrived at your ID,
or how you felt about the picture.
Venting is welcome. Any bird that is
on the state list for Ohio, Indiana, or
Kentucky is fair game. Whoever has
the highest number of correct anAll responses must be the official
common English names used by the swers by the end of the Bird Club
season (May) “wins.” Any public disAmerican Ornithologists’ Union
cussion of quiz birds will result in a
check-list (Link). This means they
must be correctly spelled, capitalized, trap door opening up beneath the
violator.
and hyphenated or else they are

Sonogram 3

Prize: To be determined.
Answers: I will post the answer with
a brief analysis in the next Bird Club
newsletter. This will include a list of
all those who guessed correctly.
Don’t worry, wrong guesses will not
be published, so fire away: it’s better
to get a CBC quiz wrong than to have
never participated. I think Alexander
Wilson said that.
~Jack Stenger
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February Quiz bird answer
One of the pleasures of facilitating a
bird quiz is when a respondent phrases
the response better than you could.
Take it away, Ned.
At first glance, it’s a Magnolia Warbler. But let’s take a closer look.
By size and shape, it’s a songbird. By
the color pattern, it’s a warbler. Broken streaked yellow underparts and
thin white wingbars narrow it down to
two species: Magnolia Warbler and
Kirtland’s Warbler.

If you want to get picky and look at
plumage details, Kirtland’s has a
heavily streaked back, and this bird
has a nearly plain greenish back. Oh,
and you can see just the hint of a yellow rump, which removes all doubt.
Magnolia Warbler.

that. And you have taken the lead in
our spin-off series: botany-blockingbirds ID quiz.

Jeff Bilsky took this picture of a Magnolia Warbler last fall at the Edge of
Appalachia in Adams County, OH.
John Leon and Ned Keller were the
correct respondents. Pine and Prairie
Jack: Do I get extra credit for identify- Warbler were other responses received.
ing the tree? Opposite compound
leaves, on greenish twigs, says Acer
~Jack Stenger
negundo.

Every year on the Magee Marsh board- Thank you, Ned. I went birding during
the time I would have spent writing
walk, over-eager birders turn firstspring female Magnolia Warblers into
Kirtland’s Warblers. From the beat-up
look of the foliage, this is a fall photo,
but the principle is the same. The most
obvious difference is that Kirtland’s
Warblers pump their tails almost continuously. I’ve been staring at this bird
for several minutes, and it hasn’t
pumped its tail once, so it’s obviously
not a Kirtland’s.

Magnolia Warbler Photo by Jeff Bilsky
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Birding Calendar


March 11...Field Trip, Evening
Hike Miami Whitewater Wetlands



March 12...Cincinnati Nature
Center Saturday Bird Walk



March 17…Meeting: Oxbow
Inc History



March 19...Field Trip, Gilmore
Ponds



Sun Mon Tue

Wed Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

March 20...Oxbow Inc. Field
Trip

20

21

22

23

24

25

26



March 25...Audubon Field Trip
Nocturnal Vocalizations

27

28

29

30

31



March 26...Cincinnati Nature
Center Saturday Bird Walk



March 27...Raptor Open
House.



April 3...Field Trip, East Fork
State Park

O THER

ORGANIZATIONS

Cincinnati Nature Center Saturday
Bird Walk. March 12 at 8:00am. Meet
Bill Stanley in the Nature Center parking lot. Details can be found here:
Rowe Woods
Oxbow Inc. Field Trip
March 20, 2016, 8:00 am
Meet: Upper Oxbow parking lot at the
main entrance to the Oxbow.
Leader Gary Stegner
Details can be found here: http://
www.oxbowinc.org/
programs.html

F IELD T RIPS

Audubon Society of Ohio
March 25, 2016 7:00 pm
Meet: wetlands parking area on
Baughman Road
Details can be found here: http://
cincinnatiaudubon.org/calevent/
nocturnal-vocalizations/
Cincinnati Nature Center Saturday
Bird Walk. March 26 at 8:00am. Meet
Mike Kravitz in the Nature Center
parking lot. Details can be found here:
Rowe Woods

Urban Artifacts. Talley location
for the Merlin Census.
Photo by Bill Stanley
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(Continued from page 3)

thanks to all of our participants who
helped with the count.

Highland/St Mary's Cemeteries

Field Trips

Saint Marys Cemetery
New Saint Joseph Cemetery

Ebird lists for the census can be found
here:

Walnut Hills Cemetery

George Rogers Clark Park

Old Saint Joseph Cemetery

Mt. Airy Forest

New Saint Joseph Cemetery

Devou Park--Prisoners Lake

Urban Artifacts

Spring Grove Cemetery

~Brian Wulker

Spring Grove Cemetery

Field Trip Notes: Lower Little Miami River Valley
On February 20th the Cincinnati Bird
Club field trip to spots along the lower
Little Miami River started at the Four
Seasons Marina, near the confluence of
the Little Miami and Ohio Rivers. The
trip was focused on finding migrating
water birds at several spots along the
Little Miami. While the morning
started out slowly, by the end of the
trip we had a pretty respectable list.
Of note was the fact that there seemed
to be a noticeable movement of both
Common Goldeneyes and Killdeer
recently. We had Killdeer at almost
every stop along the way and Goldeneye at 3 locations. The Greater
White-fronted Goose at Armleder was
a treat.
Four Seasons/Rivertowne/Shelter
Cover: Canada Goose – 8, Great Blue
Heron – 1, Pied-bill Grebe – 1, Ringbilled Gull – 15, American Tree Sparrow – 6, American Goldfinch – 1,
Song Sparrow – 1, European Starling –
10
California Woods Golf Course:
Mourning Dove – 1
MSD Settling Pond: Killdeer – 1,
Northern Cardinal – 2, Red-winged

Vulture – 2, Cooper’s Hawk – 1,
Lunken Airport: American Kestrel – 1, American Coot – 1, Belted Kingfisher
– 1, Carolina Chickadee – 2, American
Cooper’s Hawk – 1, Blue Jay – 1,
Robin – 3, Northern Mockingbird – 1,
Mourning Dove – 1
Dark-eyed Junco – 5, White-throated
Armleder: Greater White-fronted
Sparrow – 4, Song Sparrow – 2,
Goose – 1, Canada Goose – 100,
Northern Cardinal – 2
Wood Duck – 4, American Wigeon –
2, American Black Duck – 1, Mallard – Newtown Gravel Pit: Canada Goose –
8, Hooded Merganser – 3, Common
37, Northern Pintail – 5, Greenwinged Teal – 10, Redhead – 10, Ring Goldeneye – 2, Killdeer – 4, Ring-necked Duck – 12, Turkey Vulture – billed Gull – 9, Red-tailed hawk – 1,
1, Northern Harrier – 1, Killdeer – 6, Turkey Vulture – 1
Mourning Dove – 5, Short-eared Owl After the field trip ended Jeff Bilsky
– 1, Belted Kingfisher – 1, Red-bellied and I headed up to Camp Dennison and
found a few more ducks.
Woodpecker – 3, Downy Woodpecker – 5, American Crow – 2,
Camp Dennison Gravel Pits: Canada
Horned Lark – 1, Carolina Chickadee Goose – 150, American Wigeon – 12,
– 11, Tufted Titmouse – 5, WhiteRedhead – 35, Ring-necked Duck – 1,
breasted Nuthatch – 1, Carolina Wren Lesser Scaup – 3, Common Goldeneye
– 4, American Robin – 10, European – 3, Ruddy Duck – 1, Turkey Vulture
Starling – 20, American Tree Sparrow – 3, American Coot – 18, Killdeer –1,
– 3, White-crowned Sparrow – 10,
Ring-billed Gull – 8, Mourning Dove
Song Sparrow – 9, Northern Cardinal – 1, Blue Jay – 2, Carolina Chickadee
– 3, Eastern Bluebird – 1, Northern
– 4, Red-winged Blackbird – 2
Mockingbird – 1, Yellow-rumped
* ducks were all seen in the flooded
Warbler – 1, Dark-eyed Junco – 3,
“bean field”
White-throated Sparrow – 10, NorthBrewer Cote Gravel Pit: Canada Goose ern Cardinal – 8
– 8, Common Goldeneye – 3, Ruddy
Duck – 11, Black Vulture – 2, Turkey ~Mark Gilsdorf
Blackbird – 1, European Starling – 15
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Y ARD B IRDS AND OTHER ANIMALS

White-throated Sparrow at the Cincinnati Nature Center. Photo by Bob Ireton.

Eastern Bluebirds at Bob and Linda’s peanut feeder. I
think I need to start feeding with peanuts.
Photo by Bob Ireton

Bob and Linda at the Cincinnati Nature Center.
Photos by Bob and Linda Ireton.
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This White-tailed Deer is enjoying sunflower seeds at Melinda and Irv Simon’s feeder. Melinda said that “It was
very cold on Jan 20th when I saw this buck with his tongue touching the metal feeder port. I could
only think of the character Flick, who got his tongue frozen onto the flagpole in the famous scene
from Jean Shepherd’s “The Christmas Story” movie. I was wondering how I would separate Mr. Deer
and the feeder, but alas, he didn’t get stuck.
I regularly had a deer visit another wooden hopper style feeder that was on a pole fairly high up. One
time she was standing on her hind legs licking seeds, when her shorter youngster from that same
year, following her lead, went up on its hind legs (with its front legs on her back!) trying to get at the
seeds! The other twin youngster then tried the same thing, but then they all spilled down off the
patio. Was really hilarious. That female would walk up to the back window and look in when the
feeder needed to be refilled!”
Photos by Melinda Simon
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Bird Club Membership
Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________________________________________________________
Email __________________________________________________________________
2016-2017 DUES:

_____Individual $12.00 ______Family $15.00 ______Student (under 18) FREE
Make your check payable to Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to our Treasurer:
Lois Shadix (lcshadix@fuse.net), 2928 Saddleback Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244
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