
 

program will be an oppor-

tunity for all local ebird 

users (Bird Club members 

and non-members alike) to 

ask questions about how to 

use eBird and  how the re-

view process works.  For 

more information about 

eBird or to setup an ac-

count visit the eBird web 

site: eBird. 

Sharon Woods Visitor Cen-
ter can be found here on 
Google Maps. 

~Brian Wulker 

Programs 

 

September eBird of the 
Month Challenge: submit 
15 or more eligible check-
lists in September contain-
ing at least one “Flyover” 
code.  Details can be found 
on the ebird web site or 
you can ask Brian about it 
at the meeting. 

Speaker: Brian Wulker 
 
Date: Thursday, September 
15, 2016, 7:00pm.  
 
Location: Sharon Woods 
Visitor Center 
 
eBird has grown into one of 

the major outlets for bird 

reports across the United 

States. Ohio is no different, 

and since it was started 

nearly 14 years ago, 

455,000+ checklists have 

been submitted in Ohio.  

Locally about 43,000 of 

those have come from 

Hamilton, Butler, Cler-

mont and Warren counties. 

For most of this time, Ohio 

eBird has been diligently 

curated by Victor Fazio. 

Vic has put an insane 

amount of time into weed-

ing out bad reports, setting 

up filters on the county 

level for nearly every 

county in the state, and 

guiding historical entries 

into the database amongst 

countless other tasks.  Back 

in June he announced he 

was planning on retiring 

from regional editing for 

eBird, and Cornell is work-

ing on setting up a patch-

work of local reviewers for 

the state. One of these new 

reviewers will be Bird Club 

member and program co-

ordinator Brian Wulker. 

Brian is taking over re-

gional editing duties for 

Hamilton, Clermont, and 

Adams counties (and possi-

bly a few others in the fu-

ture). For this program, 

Brian plans on talking about 

some of the new features in 

eBird, the status of South-

west Ohio eBird, and plans 

and goals for the database 

in the near future.  This 

Program: southwest Ohio  

ebird Review 
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Field trip: East Fork State Park 

Forsters Tern, Grasshopper Sparrow 
and more.  The theme of this trip is fall 
warblers and other migrating song-
birds, but East Fork Lake State Park 
has a reputation for attracting surprises 
at any time of year, especially during 
migration seasons. A trip to the beach 
to scan the lake and the sands for rari-
ties is likely, and who knows, perhaps 
there'll already be something great 
there to go out and see! A side trip to 
the Williamsburg Wetlands in the park 
is possible, as well. The plan is to meet 
at the park office at 7:00 a.m., and 
head out to view whatever good birds 
are already there or to find the next 
great bird or birds that everyone else 
will want to see. 

Directions: We will meet at the wa-
tercraft office on the south side of East 
Fork State Park. To get there, enter 
the park from the south side as if you 

 Theme: Fall Warblers . . . and more. 

Location: East Fork Lake State Park 

Meet at the park office. 3294 Elklick 
Road, Bethel, OH 45106 

Date: Saturday, September 10.  

Time: 7:00 a.m. 

Leader: Donald Morse 

Cell:  513-807-9424 

Email: donaldthebirder@gmail.com 

Join Donald Morse for an early morn-
ing trip through some of the better 
spots for birds at East Fork Lake State 
Park.  Donald is a very accomplished 
birder and the organizer of the East 
Fork Birding Festival. He birds East 
Fork a lot and particularly the South 
Beach area.  He has found many un-
usual birds in the park this year includ-
ing Stilt Sandpiper, Caspian Tern, 

were heading toward the beach. The 
park office will be on the right. To get 
to the south side entrance to East Fork 
SP from I-275 take exit # 65, SR 125 
(Beechmont Ave./Ohio Pike) and go 
east about 9 miles to the junction of 
Rt. 222. Turn left onto Bantam Rd. 
(opposite Rt. 222) and follow the signs 
to the park entrance. 

Restrooms are available in the park. If 
you have any questions feel free to con-
tact Donald. 

Visit the East Fork State Park website 
for a Park map and other info at: 

http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/eastfork 

The meeting place can be found on 
Google Maps here: East Fork State 
Park Watercraft Office 

~Mike Busam 

Field Trips 

Field trip: Brookville lake region 

Note* This trip will be jointly 
conducted with the Cincinnati 
Chapter of the Audubon Society 

 

The fall migration of North American 
birds occurs roughly from July through 
November. However different species 
or families of birds migrate at different 
times during this rather wide window 
of time. In terms of diversity of species 
September represents the peak month 
of the fall migration. The focus of this 
trip will be on three significant groups 
of birds that are at, or near, peak at 
this date. They are 1) neo-tropical pas-
serines (especially warblers), 2) raptors 
(especially Broad-winged Hawks, ac-
cipiters and Ospreys and 3) shorebirds 
(sandpipers et. al).  

 Theme: Fall Warbler, Hawk & 
Shorebird Migration 

Location: Brookville Lake Region 
(Indiana State Parks & Wildlife 
Area) 

Date: Saturday, September 24, 
2016 

Co-leader: Jack Stenger,  

(513) 503-3389 (cell),  

ackstenger@gmail.com  

Co-leader: Jay Stenger,  

(513) 522-8147, 
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com 

Meet: 8:00 A.M. at the Park & 
Ride Lot located at the I-74/I-275 
Miamitown exit # 7, SR 128 

While these species may be found in 
many locations throughout our region, 
the Brookville Lake area can be an ex-
cellent place to find a diverse represen-
tation of all three groups during this 
season. Of course weather and water 
levels the day of our trip will play a 
large part in just how good the birding 
will be. But if conditions are favorable 
an outstanding day can be expected. 
Even if conditions are unfavorable we 
still expect to find a diversity of birds 
in this exceptional area. This field trip 
has become an annual event and never 
disappoints. 

The plan is to start the day birding the 
woodland edges around Brookville 
Lake looking for warblers, vireos, fly-

(Continued on page 3) 

http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/eastfork
https://goo.gl/maps/EAB3rvr6YhN2
https://goo.gl/maps/EAB3rvr6YhN2
mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
mailto:jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
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This trip will run well into the after-
noon. We will caravan to the Brook-
ville Lake area and then do some driv-
ing from spot to spot, interspersed 
with lots of stops and some easy walk-
ing. Bring your lunch and drinks. Rest-
rooms are available. One important 
note; Indiana State Parks charge a daily 
per car entrance fee ($5 resident, $7 
non-resident). At this time of year 
there is about a 50/50 chance that 
there will not be a fee charged. 

We will meet at 8:00 a.m. at the park 
& ride lot, located at the I-74/I-275 
Miamitown exit # 7 for SR 128. The 
Park & Ride is wedged between the 
exit ramp and the expressway. We will 
caravan from here to the Brookville 
area, about a 25-minute drive. Contact 
Jack or Jay if you have any questions.  

 

catchers, grosbeaks, thrushes and many 
other songbirds. Around 10:30 AM, as 
temperatures rise (and if it’s not rain-
ing) updrafts along the ridges of the 
Whitewater River valley will create 
thermals that are used by migrating 
hawks. We expect to see Ospreys, 
Broad-winged, Sharp-shinned and 
Cooper’s Hawks as they move south. 
Peregrine Falcons and Merlins are pos-
sible and have been seen on past trips. 
Bald Eagles and other resident hawk 
species are also expected throughout 
the day. Towards mid-day we will 
check the north end of Brookville 
Lake, which can be an excellent place 
to find numbers of shorebirds, terns, 
herons and egrets if water levels are 
low enough to expose mudflats. 

(Continued from page 2) Visit the Brookville Lake website at: 

http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2961.htm 

 

For a map of the Brookville Lake area: 

http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/
files/brookville_trail.pdf 

 

Visit the Whitewater Memorial State 
Park (at Brookville Lake) website at: 

http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2962.htm 

 

(Contributed by Jay Stenger) 

 

 

May Field Trip: Edge Of Appalachia  

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S29874307 

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S29874308 

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S29874310 

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S29874311 

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S29874312 

On May 21,2016 fourteen birders met 
at Buzzards Roost for the Cincinnati 
Bird Club Edge of Appalachia field 
trip.  We had a great trip, finding 98 
bird species and one interesting snake 
specie along with all of the other abun-
dant wildlife in this area of Adams 
County Ohio.  During the day we saw 
many of the area specialties including 
Blue Grosbeak and Worm-eating War-
bler. The highlight of the trip came for 
those who could stick around into the 
night when we had a Chuck-will’s-
widow calling close by and eventually 
flying over us.  The night ended with 
the group calling in three Eastern 
Screech-Owls and getting to see one of 
them.  Thanks to Mark Zloba for invit-
ing us to the Eulett Center where we 
could hear and see the Chucks. 

Here are links to the Cincinnati Bird 
Club eBird checklists for the trip. 

Cliff Swallow nest, young Carolina Chickadees, Blue Grosbeak, and the 
hold outs at a local eating establishment.  Photos by Bill Stanley 

https://goo.gl/maps/sAEcmPSSMXz
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2961.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2961.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/files/brookville_trail.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/files/brookville_trail.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2962.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2962.htm
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S29874307
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S29874307
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S29874308
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S29874308
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S29874310
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S29874310
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S29874311
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S29874311
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S29874312
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S29874312
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September Quiz Rules 

Rules: Anybody is welcome and all 
are encouraged to participate. How-
ever, only paying members (it’s only 
$12 per year) are eligible for prizes 
and unadulterated bragging rights. To 
participate send your answers to me 
(jackstenger@gmail.com) by  Sep-
tember 25.   

All responses must be the official 
common English names used by the 
American Ornithologists’ Union 
check-list (Link). This means they 
must be correctly spelled, capitalized, 
and hyphenated or else they are 
counted as wrong. Mind your plovers 
and quails. Also include any com-
ments you have about the quiz bird, 
such as how you arrived at your ID, 

or how you felt about the picture. 
Venting is welcome. Any bird that is 
on the state list for Ohio, Indiana, or 
Kentucky is fair game. Whoever has 
the highest number of correct an-
swers by the end of the Bird Club 
season (May) “wins.” Any public dis-
cussion of quiz birds will result in a 
trap door opening up beneath the 
violator.  

Prize: To be determined.  

An-
swers: I 
will post 
the an-
swer with 
a brief 
analysis in 

the next Bird Club newsletter. This 
will include a list of all those who 
guessed correctly. Don’t worry, 
wrong guesses will not be published, 
so fire away: it’s better to get a CBC 
quiz wrong than to have never partici-
pated. I think Alexander Wilson said 
that.               

~Jack Stenger  

President 

September Quiz Bird. A blurry bird sitting on a snag.  How 
much better view could you ask for. 

MAY QUIZ B IRD 

The date for submission of the May 
2016 Quiz bird answer was included in 
the May newsletter as September 25.  
So you still have time to submit your 
identification of the May Quiz Bird.  
The answer will be included in the Oc-
tober Passenger Pigeon along with the 
September Quiz Bird.  Good luck. 

A Peak at the May Quiz Bird 

mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
http://checklist.aou.org/taxa/
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Birding Calendar 

 September 10...Field Trip. East 
Fork State Park. 

 September 10...Cincinnati Na-
ture Center Bird Walk. CNC 

 September 15...Program. eBird 

 September 17...Kayak Birding 
Trip. See page 8. 

 September 24...Field Trip. 
Brookville Lake Region 

 September 24...Cincinnati Na-
ture Center Bird Walk. CNC 

 September 25...Raptor Inc. 
Open House 

 

  

2016 C INCINNATI B IRD CLUB BOARD 

Members on the Cincinnati Bird Club 
board serve a 4 year term.  This year 
Jay Stenger’s term is up.  Jay has 
served the Bird Club in numerous ca-
pacities for many years.  We thank Jay 
for all he has done for the Cincinnati 
Bird Club and look forward to seeing 
him at future meetings and on future 
field trips. (He is leading the Brookville 
trip with Jack)  

Jack Stenger will be taking over as 
President of the Bird Club.   

Brian Wulker will be the Program 
Chair. 

We welcome Mike Busam who will 
take on the task of organizing field trips 
for the Bird Club. 

Lois Shadix will continue as the Bird 
Club Treasure. 

John Stewart will continue as the Bird 
Club Hamilton County Park VIP. 

I (Bill Stanley) will continue as the 
Newsletter Editor. 

The Cincinnati Bird Club is the prod-
uct of its members so if you have any 
ideas about the club and its future di-
rection contact one of the board mem-
bers.   

If you are interested in joining the 
board next September let us know. 

I’m looking forward to another great 
year of Bird Club meetings and field 
trips. 

Hope to see you there! 

Bill 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Killdeer. East Fork State Park 

Photo by Bill Stanley 

http://www.cincynature.org/events-and-programs/programs-3/
http://www.cincynature.org/events-and-programs/programs-3/
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Your photos can appear in the Passenger Pigeon too.  If you have bird photos that you want to share send them to the 
Passenger Pigeon Editor at tyrannus58@gmail.com 

Female Pileated Woodpecker feeding young on Bob and Linda Ireton’s deck. Photo by Bob Ireton 

Male Pileated Woodpecker in Bob and Linda Ireton’s yard.  

Photo by Bob Ireton 

Red-headed Woodpecker.  

Photo by Bob Ireton 

Yard Birds 
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September Kayak Birding Trip! (FREE)  
Park for a few hours of birding from a 

kayak.  Skilled kayak instructors and 

birders will lead a tour of the lake as 

fall migration is underway.   

 The trip lasts roughly four 

hours from 8:00am to noon.  The Di-

vision of Watercraft will provide brief 

instructions on the kayaks and their 

operation as well as a brief overview of 

the birds we may see.  The pace of the 

paddle is slow and relaxing.   

 *All trips are weather and 

water conditions permitting, 

and may run longer than sched-

uled.  ODNR will provide 8 kay-

aks, paddles and lifejackets for 

participants, but you may use 

your own equipment if pre-

registration fills up.  Maximum 

weight limit is 350 pounds per 

kayak.  Minimum age is 12 years 

old and if you are between the 

ages of 12-17 you must be accom-

panied by an adult who is at least 

18.  Waivers will be required to 

See birds from the water at 

East Fork State Park  

Date: Saturday, September 

17, 2016, 8:00am till Noon 

(approx.)  

East Fork State Park 

(Reisinger Boat Ramp) 

Address:  Down the hill past 

the last address on Reisinger 

Rd. (3213 Reisinger Rd., Be-

thel, OH 45106)  *Do not go to 

this address.  This just gets 

you as close to parking at 

bottom of hill as possible.* 

Sponsored by Ohio Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Division of Watercraft   

Contact: Jason Gantt (513) 

734-2730 ext. 237 email:  ja-

son.gantt@dnr.state.oh.us 

 If you have ever been inter-

ested in kayaking or birding this would 

be your opportunity to combine the 

two.  Come out to East Fork State 

participate.  Free kayaks and 

equipment are available to bar-

row on a first come first serve 

basis.  Pre- registration is sug-

gested if you wish to use ODNR 

equipment.* 

Directions:  Take 275 to Beechmont 

Ave. (State Rt. 125) and head east to-

wards Bethel, OH.  In Bethel take a 

left on N. Main Street.  Take N. Main 

Street until the “Y” and go left on Be-

thel-Concord Road.  Take Bethel-

Concord Road to Macedonia Road and 

go left.  Take Macedonia Road to Reis-

inger Road and go right.  Follow Reis-

inger Road all the way down into the 

boat ramp parking lot where the trip 

will begin and end.      

 

~Jason Gantt 

mailto:jason.gantt@dnr.state.oh.us
mailto:jason.gantt@dnr.state.oh.us
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hours from 8:00am to noon.  The Di-

vision of Watercraft will provide brief 

instructions on the kayaks and their 

operation as well as a brief overview of 

the birds we may see.  The pace of the 

paddle is slow and relaxing.   

 *All trips are weather and 

water conditions permitting, 

and may run longer than sched-

uled.  ODNR will provide 8 kay-

aks, paddles and lifejackets for 

participants, but you may use 

your own equipment if pre-

registration fills up.  Maximum 

weight limit is 350 pounds per 

kayak.  Minimum age is 12 years 

old and if you are between the 

ages of 12-17 you must be accom-

panied by an adult who is at least 

18.  Waivers will be required to 

participate.  Free kayaks and 

equipment are available to bar-

row on a first come first serve 

basis.  Pre- registration is sug-

gested if you wish to use ODNR 

equipment.* 

See birds from the water at 

East Fork State Park  

Date: Saturday, October 8, 

2016, 8:00am till Noon 

(approx.)  

East Fork State Park 

(Campground Beach) 

Address:  2837 Old State 

Route 32, Batavia, OH 45103 

Sponsored by Ohio Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Division of Watercraft   

Contact: Jason Gantt (513) 

734-2730 ext. 237 email:  ja-

son.gantt@dnr.state.oh.us 

 If you have ever been inter-

ested in kayaking or birding this would 

be your opportunity to combine the 

two.  Come out to East Fork State 

Park for a few hours of birding from a 

kayak.  Skilled kayak instructors and 

birders will lead a tour of the lake as 

fall migration is underway.   

 The trip lasts roughly four 

Directions:  Take State Route 32 to 

Bauer Road and head South.  Bauer 

Road T’s into Old State Route 32 

which also goes by Batavia-

Williamsburg Pike.  Go left on Old 

State Route 32.  Take Old 32 to the 

entrance to East Fork State Park on 

the right.   

 Once in the park take the first 

left into the Campground.  Follow that 

road thru the campground to the 

Campground Beach entrance on the 

left.  The trip will start on the left side 

of the beach as you look out onto the 

lake.       

 

~Jason Gantt 

October Kayak Birding Trip! (FREE)  

mailto:jason.gantt@dnr.state.oh.us
mailto:jason.gantt@dnr.state.oh.us
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C INCINNATI B IRD CLUB 

WE’RE ON THE WEB!  

 CINCINNATI BIRD CLUB 

FACEBOOK 

 

Bird Club Membership  
Name _________________________________________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________________________________  

Phone _________________________________________________________________________  

Email __________________________________________________________________  

 

_____Individual $12.00 ______Family $15.00 ______Student (under 18) FREE  

Make your check payable to Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to our Treasurer:  

Lois Shadix (lcshadix@fuse.net), 2928 Saddleback Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244  

 

 

 

 

2016-2017 DUES:  

IF YOU HAVEN’T SENT 

IN YOUR DUES YET 

FOR THE SEPTEMBER 

2016 - MAY 2017 

BIRDING SEASON, 
PLEASE FILL OUT THE 

FORM AND MAIL IT IN 

ALONG WITH YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
mailto:bdwulker@gmail.com
mailto:lcshadix@fuse.net
mailto:mbusam@gmail.com
mailto:tyrannus58@gmail.com
mailto:j_stewart@cinci.rr.com
http://cincinnatiaudubon.org/otherorg/cincinnati-bird-club/
http://cincinnatiaudubon.org/otherorg/cincinnati-bird-club/
mailto:lcshadix@fuse.net

