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Program: cbc trivia night
Date: November 17, 2016 To submit a question email Jack Stenger ( jack7:00pm
stenger@gmail.com ) or
Location: Sharon Woods
Brian Wulker
Visitor Center
(bdwulker@gmail.com)
Traditionally, our Novem- with the subject of “Trivia
Night.” Like Jeopardy,
ber program has been a
celebration of the Christ- questions range from “easy”
mas Bird Counts and local $100 questions (most
birding culture. Two years members should get corago we began a new tradi- rect) to difficult $500 question – CBC Trivia Night. tions that are very challengAll trivia pertained to local ing. Questions will pertain
Christmas Bird Counts and to local Christmas Bird
was organized in a multi- Counts and other semimedia Jeopardy style for- relevant bird trivia to keep
mat. Everyone present was
provided with an answer
card and played along
through two rounds and a
final Jeopardy. On November 17th , 2016 we will be
hosting our third annual
trivia night. To make the
program even more interactive we are asking for
members to submit questions or topic suggestions
ahead of time.

topics fresh. To give an
idea of questions, some
from last year’s topics included: Cincinnati Birding
history, identification,
counting, bird abundance,
CBC geography, bird limericks, and “potpourri.”

www.facebook.com cincinnatibirdclub Like our page
and follow it for information
about upcoming meetings,
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Field trip: Brookville lake area
Waterfowl & Late Fall Migrants
Date: Saturday, November 12, 2016
Leader: Jack Stenger, (513) 5033389, jackstenger@gmail.com
Meet: 8:00 A.M. at the Park & Ride
Lot at I-275 Exit # 7. See directions
below.
*NOTE: This field trip will be conducted
jointly with the Audubon Society and the
Cincinnati Bird Club.
The focus of this trip will be the fall waterfowl migration, which should be near peak
at this date. Our trip leader plans to visit
several spots around Brookville Lake and
then make the short hop over to Hueston
Woods before returning home. Both of
these locations are hotspots and are excellent for attracting waterfowl and water
birds at this season. The rural countryside
surrounding these two large lakes has diverse habitats so we expect to find a great
variety and diversity of species throughout
the day. In addition to many species of

waterfowl we also expect to see loons,
grebes, gulls, Sandhill Cranes, late shorebirds (such as Dunlin & Wilson’s Snipe),
Bald Eagles, many hawks, numbers of seasonal songbirds and much more. Rare species are always possible. Prairie Falcon and
Golden Eagle have been seen on this trip in
recent years.
This will be an auto type tour and will
consist of driving from spot to spot interspersed with a few short easy walks. While
the trip duration is long and does entail a
lot of driving, the rewards, in terms of
what we see, always make it worth the
effort.
The trip will run into mid afternoon but of
course you can leave at any time you like.
Bring your lunch and drinks. It always
seems colder around large lakes so dress
accordingly. If you have a scope it will
prove useful. Restrooms will be available.
One important note, Indiana State Parks
charges a daily per car entrance fee ($5
resident, $7 non-resident). At this time of
year there are usually no attendants on
duty but we cannot be sure of that.

ride lot, located right at the I-275 Exit # 7
at SR 128 marked Cleves-Hamilton. This
is the first exit just west of the Great Miami River at Miamitown. We will caravan
from there to the Brookville area, about a
30-minute drive. Call or email Jack if you
have any questions.
Visit the Brookville Lake website at:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2961.htm
Visit the Whitewater Memorial State Park
(at Brookville Lake) website at:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
parklake/2962.htm
Visit the Hueston Woods SP website at:
http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/huestonwoods
~Jay Stenger

We will meet at 8:00 a.m. at the park &

October 8 Field Trip Notes: Otto Armleder park
Otto Armeleder Park, October 8,
2016. Eighteen participants, later
joined by two regular photographers;
therefore, twenty participants. We
started on the path behind the main
pavilion to be in the early sunshine for
more bird activity, birded along the
western-most bike path north and then
the mowed path that starts at the retention pond. Later at
about 10:00 or 10:30 am, we headed
to the canoe launch area at the south
end of the park. High-lights included
one uncooperative Lincoln's Sparrow;
six species of warbler in the order seen
--Common Yellowthroat, Palm War-

bler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Yellow
-throated Warbler (seen by one participant), Bay-breasted Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Magnolia Warbler;
two Cooper's Hawks hunting early
over the grassland, a fly-by male
American Kestrel, and a Pileated
Woodpecker that flew over the group
while in the trees at the canoe
launch. One participant had never
been birding in the US, and was excited to see a lot of new life birds. It
was great fun for everyone to help him
see and identify and find in his field
guide our common birds for his new
life birds.

Bird List:
1 Turkey Vulture, 1 Sharp-shinned
Hawk, 2 Cooper's Hawks, 4 Killdeer,
1 Mourning Dove, Chimney Swift 1,
Downy Woodpecker, 1 Red-bellied
Woodpecker, 1 Northern Flicker, 1
Pileated Woodpecker, 1 American
Kestrel (male), 1 Eastern Phoebe, 2
Blue Jay, 2 American Crow, 3 Carolina
Chickadee, 3 Tufted Titmice, 1 Whitebreasted Nuthatch, 2 Carolina Wren, 1
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1 Northern
Mockingbird, 9 European Starling, 10
Cedar Waxwing, 2 Common Yellow(Continued on page 3)
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row, 1 Lincoln’s Sparrow, 2 Northern
Cardinal, 100 Red-winged Blackbirds,
throat, 1 Bay-breasted Warbler, 2
6 house Finch (heard as fly-over), 2
Palm Warbler, 3 Yellow-rumped War- American Goldfinch
bler, 1 Yellow-throated Warbler, 3
~Jay Lehman
Black-throated Green Warbler, 1 Magnolia Warbler, 1 White-crowned Sparrow (heard by leader), 4 Song Spar(Continued from page 2)

October 29 Field Trip Notes: Highland county
On October 29, 2016 seven of us met
in Fayetteville to bird Highland
County. Our destinations included the
Highland County Gravel Pits and
Rocky Fork State Park. This area is
normally fun to bird, finding a slightly
different mix than we do in the Cincinnati area, but this day was exceptional.
The day started with fantastic weather.
Normally, you might think that too
good of weather might make for a slow
day birding, but that wasn't the case.
At the gravel pits we heard Sandhill
Cranes, saw many Northern Harriers
and lots of Savannah Sparrows. On the
water we found a Canvasback, lots of
Ruddy Ducks and coots were plentiful.
The real treat came when we watched
a bold American Kestrel attempt to
harass a Merlin. After a while the
Merlin got fed up and put the Kestrel
in its place. Not long after that we
watched a Peregrine Falcon send the
coots into a frenzy over the gravel pits.
After enjoying a 3 falcon day we
stopped at the end of the pit and found
a covey of ten Northern Bobwhite.
When was the last time you saw a
covey of quail?

directions. Then we heard the words
"what is this goose over here" and we
proceeded to figure out what we were
looking at. At the beginning the sun
was very bright over the water and it
was hard to make out field marks. After some time observing the bird
through scopes and getting the best
photos we could through the bright
reflection from the water we started to
pickup field marks. A little larger than
the Ring-billed Gulls that were close to
it. Black head and breast continuing to
be sharply demarcated at the shoulder.
From where the black breast stopped
the bird was gray-brown continuing to
the tail. The vent was white with a
horizontal black line on the tail. The
wings and back have thin white vertical
barring that became more extensive
towards the tail. Legs, feet and bill
were black. The group came to the
decision that we were looking at a
Brant. Probably one of the rarer birds
for this area ever found on a Cincinnati
Bird Club field trip.

Happy with how the day was going we
continued on to Rocky Fork State Park
campground. While five of the group
was looking at gulls and cormorants in
one direction, Jeff Bilsky and Mark
Gilsdorf were scanning in the other

ebird lists for the trip can be found
here:
Old Highland Stone Gravel Pits
Highland County (Hillsboro)
Rocky Fork SP—Campground

Trip List:
Brant 1, Canada Goose 300, American
Black Duck 1, Mallard 5, Greenwinged Teal 2, Canvasback 1, Ruddy
Duck 100, Northern Bobwhite 10,
Pied-billed Grebe 7, Double-crested
Cormorant 30, Great Blue Heron 1,
Black Vulture 6, Turkey Vulture 20,
Northern Harrier 3, Sharp-shinned
Hawk 1, Cooper's Hawk 2, Bald Eagle
2, Red-tailed Hawk 1, American Coot
300, Sandhill Crane 10, Killdeer 15,
Bonaparte's Gull 25, Ring-billed Gull
50, Herring Gull 3, Rock Pigeon 10,
Mourning Dove 50, Belted Kingfisher
2, Red-bellied Woodpecker 1, Downy
Woodpecker 1, Northern Flicker 4,
American Kestrel 8, Merlin 1, Peregrine Falcon 1, Blue Jay 3, American
Crow 5, Barn Swallow 1, Carolina
Chickadee 5, Tufted Titmouse 5,
Carolina Wren 2, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet 1, American Robin 50, European Starling 150, American Pipit 1,
Cedar Waxwing 135, Yellow-rumped
Warbler 3, Chipping Sparrow 2, Field
Sparrow 2, White-crowned Sparrow
1, White-throated Sparrow 2, Savannah Sparrow 7, Song Sparrow 5,
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

Northern Cardinal 4, Red-winged
Blackbird 30, Eastern Meadowlark 5,
Common Grackle 3, Brown-headed
Cowbird 75, American Goldfinch, 15,
House Sparrow 2
~Bill Stanley
Newsletter

The Cincinnati Bird Club at the Highland Gravel Pits.
Photo by Bill Stanley

Covey of Quail at the Highland Gravel Pits.
Photo by Bill Stanley

Brant with Ring-billed Gull at Rocky Fork State Park.
Photo by Dennis Meyers

Brant with Ring-billed Gulls at Rocky Fork State
Park. Photo by Dennis Meyers
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Birding Calendar


November 12...Field Trip.
Brookville Lake.



November 12...Cincinnati Nature Center Bird Walk. CNC



November 17...Program. CBC
Trivia

6



November 26...Audubon Field
Trip. Otto Armleder Memorial
Park.
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N OVEMBER 26 A UDUBON T RIP

DETAILS

invigorating morning afield. Chris is a veteran birder and knowledgeable naturalist
and is the Secretary and Conservation
Chairperson of our local Audubon Society.
She is a regular visitor to Armleder and
knows the area very well.

may decide to make a side trip to a nearby
spot to improve our chances of seeing
ducks and other water birds. Depending
on unforeseen factors this trip will run
until about noon. Don’t hesitate to contact
Chris if you have any questions.

While the focus of this trip will be on the
seasonal diversity of bird species we expect
to find, Chris has varied interests in other
Leader: Chris Moran, (513) 481-6058,
aspects of nature and she will not ignore
vstlib@yahoo.com
other wildlife and the flora of the area. We
expect to see several raptors, including
Armleder Park in jointly managed by the Northern Harrier, numerous sparrow speHamilton County Great Parks and the Cin- cies and other winter songbirds. Because
cinnati City Parks. The Park has a variety of its location on the Little Miami River
of habitats which includes open meadows, near its confluence with the Ohio River
brushy edges and a wooded riparian corri- makes finding waterfowl and other water
dor located along the Little Miami River
birds always a possibility at Armleder.
and Duck Creek. These habitats attract a
This trip will consist of walking various
diversity of birds and other wildlife. Late
trails for a few hours but the terrain is genautumn is a beautiful time of the year and
erally level. Some trails may be muddy so
the subtle hues of the landscape interwear appropriate footwear. Restrooms are
spersed with fall colors offer up a stark
available in the Park. Waterfowl migration
beauty. So come out and join our trip
will be near peak on this date and Chris
leader Chris Moran for what should be an

Otto Armleder Memorial Park is located
at 5057 Wooster Pike Cincinnati, OH
45226. To get to Armleder Park from I-71
N or S; take Red Bank Road (exit 9) onto
Red Bank Expressway toward Fairfax.
Continue onto Red Bank Road, R onto
Wooster Pike. Armleder Park is about 1.4
miles on the left.

Otto Armleder Memorial Park
Late Fall General Nature & Bird
Walk
Saturday, November 26, 2016
Meeting Time & Place: 8:00 a.m. in
the main parking lot near the restrooms at
Armleder. See directions below.

Visit the Great Parks Otto Armleder Park
website at:
http://www.greatparks.org/parks/ottoarmleder-memorial-park-recreationcomplex
Visit the Cincinnati Parks Otto Armleder
Park website at:
http://www.cincinnatiparks.com/riverparks/otto-armleder-park/
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November Quiz Rules
Rules: Anybody is welcome and all
are encouraged to participate. However, only paying members (it’s only
$12 per year) are eligible for prizes and
unadulterated bragging rights. To participate send your answers to me
(jackstenger@gmail.com) by November 25.

Mind your plovers and quails. Also
include any comments you have about
the quiz bird, such as how you arrived
at your ID, or how you felt about the
picture. Venting is welcome. Any bird
that is on the state list for Ohio, Indiana, or Kentucky is fair game. Whoever has the highest number of correct
All responses must be the official com- answers by the end of the Bird Club
mon English names used by the Ameri- season (May) “wins.” Any public discussion of quiz birds will result in a
can Ornithologists’ Union check-list
(Link). This means they must be cor- trap door opening up beneath the viorectly spelled, capitalized, and hyphen- lator.
ated or else they are counted as wrong. Prize: To be determined.

Answers: I will post the answer with
a brief analysis in the next Bird Club
newsletter. This will include a list of
all those who guessed correctly. Don’t
worry, wrong guesses will not be published, so fire away: it’s better to get a
CBC quiz wrong than to have never
participated. I think Alexander Wilson
said that.
~Jack Stenger
President

Here is the November Quiz bird. A good clue to this bird’s ID is the date this picture was taken in the Greater Cincinnati Area. October 13, 2016 Good Luck.
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October quiz bird Answer
Look for the answer for the October
bird Quiz in the December Passenger
Pigeon. So you still have time to get
your response to Jack.

October Quiz Bird

At the November meeting we will be giving away two Door Prizes. Signed and numbered framed Wood Duck prints
by Dianne Krumel. You have to be at the meeting to win.
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Here is a series of photos by Bob Irenton of a Sharp
-shinned Hawk that hit the glass on Bob and Linda’s
deck door. The bird was stunned for a while, but
as you can see from the photos it recovered and
went on to hunt the feeders another day. It seems
that no matter how hard we try birds will continue
to hit windows. Tammie and I have greatly reduced the window hit numbers by leaving our
blinds down and partially open so the glass is broken by horizontal lines. This is a serious problem
that all of us who feed birds face. The Passenger
Pigeon is a good forum to share techniques used to
prevent bird window collisions so if you have a
method that you use to keep birds from hitting your
windows send them to me
(tyrannus58@gmail.com) and I will include them in
the newsletter. Maybe as a group we can find a series of actions we can all take to reduce bird window
collisions and mortality.
~Bill Stanley
Newsletter.

Your photos can appear in the Passenger Pigeon too. If you have bird photos that you want to share send them to the
Passenger Pigeon Editor at tyrannus58@gmail.com
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C INCINNATI B IRD C LUB
c/o Newsletter Editor
3491 Bootjack Corner Rd
Williamsburg, Ohio 45176
President
Jack Stenger: jackstenger@gmail.com
Program Chair
Brian Wulker: bdwulker@gmail.com
Treasurer
Lois Shadix: lcshadix@fuse.net
Field Trips
Mike Busam: mbusam@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Bill Stanley: tyrannus58@gmail.com
Park VIP
John Stewart: j_stewart@cinci.rr.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
CINCINNATI BIRD CLUB
FACEBOOK

Bird Club Membership
Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________________________________________________________
Email __________________________________________________________________
2016-2017 DUES:

_____Individual $12.00 ______Family $15.00 ______Student (under 18) FREE
Make your check payable to Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to our Treasurer:
Lois Shadix (lcshadix@fuse.net), 2928 Saddleback Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244

IF YOU HAVEN’T SENT
IN YOUR DUES YET
FOR THE SEPTEMBER
2016 - MAY 2017
BIRDING SEASON,
PLEASE FILL OUT THE
FORM AND MAIL IT IN
ALONG WITH YOUR
MEMBERSHIP FEES

