
 

ties by the compiler of the 
count. Each field party cov-
ers a prearranged and spe-
cific area within the 15-mile 
diameter count circle. And 
everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to participate 
regardless of one’s birding 
skills. Compilers arrange 
field parties so that inexperi-
enced observers are always 
out with seasoned CBC vet-
erans. You don’t have to 
commit to the whole day 
either. You are welcome to 
participate for as long as you 
like; a half-day or even just a 
few hours would be great. If 
you live within a count cir-
cle you can choose to stay 
home and count the birds at 
your feeders. 

 

The data collected by ob-
servers over the past century 
allow researchers, conserva-
tion biologists, and other 
interested individuals to 

(Continued on page 2) 

*Note: All National 

Audubon Society 

Christmas Bird Counts 

remain FREE.  

 

The Christmas Bird 

Count (CBC) is a long-

standing program of the 

National Audubon Soci-

ety, with over 100 years 

of citizen science in-

volvement. It is an early-

winter bird census, where 

thousands of volunteers 

across the US, Canada 

and 19 countries in the 

Western Hemisphere, go 

out over a 24-hour period 

to count birds. Over 

2,300 individual counts 

were conducted and over 

71,000 people partici-

pated last year. 

 

Count volunteers search 

for birds within a desig-

nated 15-mile (24-km) 

diameter circle while 

counting every bird they 

see or hear throughout the 

day. It’s not just a species 

tally; all individual birds 

are counted, giving an 

indication of the total 

number of birds within 

the circle that day. If ob-

servers live within a CBC 

circle, they may arrange 

in advance to count the 

birds at their feeders and 

submit those data to the 

count compiler. All indi-

vidual CBC’s are con-

ducted during the period 

beginning December 14th 

through January 5th each 

season, and each count is 

conducted during one 

calendar day.  

 

CBC participants are organ-
ized into groups or field par-

The 117th National Audubon Society 

Christmas Bird Counts  
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an event called the “side hunt” where 
people chose sides, then went out and 
shot as many birds as they could. The 
group that came in with the largest num-
ber of dead birds won the event. Frank 
Chapman, a famed ornithologist at the 
American Museum of Natural History 
and the editor of Bird-Lore (which be-
came the publication of the National 
Association of Audubon Society’s when 
that organization formed in 1905) recog-
nized that declining bird populations 
could not withstand wanton over-
hunting, and proposed to count birds on 
Christmas Day rather than shoot them.  

There are many Christmas Bird Counts 
to choose from and we encourage you to 
take part in as many as possible. But we 

study the long-term health and status of 
bird populations across North America. 
When combined with other surveys such 
as the Breeding Bird Survey, it provides 
a picture of how the continent's bird 
populations have changed in time and 
space over the past hundred years. The 
long-term perspective made possible by 
the Christmas Bird Count is vital for 
conservationists. It informs strategies to 
protect birds and their habitat - and 
helps identify environmental issues with 
implications for people as well.  

 

The first CBC was done on Christmas 
Day of 1900 as an alternative activity to 

(Continued from page 1) also hope you can find the time to par-
ticipate in at least one of our local 
Christmas Bird Counts listed below. If 
you have any questions concerning a par-
ticular count feel free to contact that 
count’s compiler.  

 

For more information on Audubon Soci-
ety Christmas Bird Counts visit the fol-
lowing website:  

http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-

bird-count. 

 

~Jay Stenger 

Local National Audubon Society Christmas Bird 

Counts 

Saturday, December 17, 2016 

Compiler Jack Stenger, 
(513) 503-3389, jack-
stenger@gmail.com 

 
Hamilton-Fairfield Christ-
mas Bird Count 

Saturday, December 17, 
2016 

Compiler Mike Busam, 
(513) 259-3262, mbu-
sam@gmail.com 

 
For more information on 
Audubon Society Christmas Bird Counts 
visit the following website: 

http://www.audubon.org/conservation/
science/christmas-bird-count 

 

Cincinnati Christmas Bird Count (69th 
Annual) 

Monday, December 26, 2016 

Compilers  
Jay Stenger, (513) 522-8147, 
jaystenger@cinci.rr.com 
Jack Stenger, (513) 503-3389, jack-
stenger@gmail.com 

 
Western Hamilton County Christmas Bird 
Count (50th Annual) 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 

Compiler Ned Keller, (513) 349-3369, 
nedkeller49@gmail.com 

 
East Fork Christmas Bird Count (33nd 
Annual) 

Monday, January 2, 2017 

Compiler Joe Bens, (513) 353-4229, joe-
bens@live.com 

 
Ohio River “Oxbow” Christmas Bird 
Count (29th Annual) 

Red-shouldered Hawk found on the 
Bird Club trip to Brookville. 

Photo by Bill Hutchison 

http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count
http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count
mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
mailto:mbusam@gmail.com
mailto:mbusam@gmail.com
http://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count
http://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count
mailto:jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
mailto:nedkeller49@gmail.com
mailto:joebens@live.com
mailto:joebens@live.com
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Species Name        High Count     Sample Size
    
     
Canada Goose  100 2 
Mute Swan  1 1 
Gadwall   35 1 
American Wigeon  8 1 
Mallard   20 2 
Northern Shoveler  15 3 
Northern Pintail  3 1 
Green-winged Teal  24 2 
Ring-necked Duck  4 1 
Greater Scaup  1 1 
Black Scoter  1 1 
Bufflehead  18 3 
Hooded Merganser  15 2 
Ruddy Duck  10 1 
Common Loon  2 4 
Pied-billed Grebe  20 4 
Horned Grebe  5 3 
Double-crested Cormorant 8 2 
Great Blue Heron  1 4 
Black Vulture  40 4 
Turkey Vulture  30 6 
Northern Harrier  1 1 
Cooper's Hawk  1 2 
Bald Eagle  9 7 
Red-shouldered Hawk 3 1 
Red-tailed Hawk  3 3 
American Coot  70 1 
Sandhill Crane  58 2 
Killdeer   100 4 
Dunlin   3 1 
Greater Yellowlegs  1 1 
Bonaparte's Gull  "1,000" 8 
Ring-billed Gull  40 6 
Herring Gull  1 1 

Field Trip Notes: Brookville Novem-
ber 12, 2016 

Here are the lists from the November 
Cincinnati Bird Club trip to the Brook-
ville Lake area of Indiana.  Eleven bird-
ers joined the trip and we found a total 
of 59 species.  There was a good vari-
ety of water birds, lots of Bald Eagles 
and Sandhill Cranes.  In addition to the 
Dunlin that cost several of us a quarter, 
a Black Scoter made the day. 

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S32722043 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S32722040 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S32722038 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S32722037 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S32722036 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S32722035 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S32722034 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S32722033 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist/S32722031  

 

Mourning Dove  2 2 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 1 
Downy Woodpecker 2 2 
Hairy Woodpecker  1 1 
Northern Flicker  1 4 
Pileated Woodpecker 2 2 
American Kestrel  1 2 
Blue Jay   1 1 
American Crow  20 6 
Horned Lark  60 1 
Carolina Chickadee  3 2 
Tufted Titmouse  4 1 
White-breasted Nuthatch 1 1 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 1 2 
Eastern Bluebird  10 3 
American Robin  1 1 
Northern Mockingbird 1 1 
European Starling  25 3 
American Pipit  1 1 
Dark-eyed Junco  10 1 
White-throated Sparrow 12 2 
Song Sparrow  4 4 
Red-winged Blackbird 1 2 
Common Grackle  14 1 
American Goldfinch 10 3
  

~Bill Stanley 
   Newsletter  

Field trip notes: November 12, Brookville lake 

Black Scoter in the middle of a flock of Ruddy Ducks.  Brookville Lake.  Photo by Jack Stenger. 

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722043
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722043
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722040
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722040
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722038
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722038
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722037
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722037
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722036
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722036
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722035
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722035
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722034
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722034
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722033
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722033
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722031
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32722031
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October Quiz answer 

For such a conspicuous songbird, Octo-
ber’s quiz bird is difficult to find during 
migration in Cincinnati. Though the pic-
ture doesn’t reveal much about the habitat, 
it shows the bird sitting in dead twigs at the 
top of a tree: classic flycatcher behavior. 
This bird’s drab plumage, large peaked 
head, and broad yet pointy beak confirm 
this. There are two field marks that clinch 
the identification for this bird. 1) Unlike 
Empidonax flycatchers and pewees it has no 
wingbars. 2) It also has diagnostic white 
patches on the sides of its back. These are 
actually lower flank feathers that fluff up 
only in certain postures. Sometimes they 
are completely hidden, other times they 
are prominent and can be seen from a mile 
away. 

I took this picture of an Olive-sided Fly-
catcher at the Oxbow on September 3rd, 
2016. After a few years of not seeing one, I 

saw three this fall all in the same context. 
Each time I was driving and I noticed a 
large songbird at the tip of a dead tree. My 
first reaction was… kingbird. Then I 
would drive for a couple more seconds, 
realize that something wasn’t quite right, 
and back the car up. In photos, Olive-
sideds are most similar to pewees, but they 
are large songbirds with heavy bills that 
give anything but puny-pewee 
vibes. One ornithologist referred 
to Olive-sideds as the “Peregrine 
of Flycatchers” due to their size 
and behavior of hunting flying 
objects from high, exposed 
perches. 

Bill Hutchison, Kathi Hutton, Joe 

Bens, and Bill Stanley are this 

month’s correct respondents. 

This is a first year bird. Olive-

sideds molt on their wintering grounds – 

unusual for an eastern songbird – so any 

adult would be carrying year-old worn 

feathers. This birds wingtips are in flawless 

condition. 

~Jack Stenger 

  President 

November Quiz answer 

As many of you may have noticed, I 
dropped the ball on the quiz in the last 
newsletter, but I am thankful to Bill 
Stanley for keeping the quiz going. And I 

was happy to see that I am not the only one 
who chooses partially obstructed sparrow 
butts. I like your taste in quiz birds, Bill!  
However, Bill is a little nicer than me be-
cause he did give the clue that the picture 
was taken in early October in the Cincin-
nati area. 

To the bird: we’ll fast forward to the spar-
rows because this is a small, chunky brown 
bird with a finely streaked back and under-
parts. Let the process of elimination begin. 

 We have ~17 sparrows on the 
radar. The face, a great place to 
start with sparrows, is obstructed 
so let’s focus on the underparts. 

 The underparts are streaked. That 
narrows us down to 8: Savannah, 
Song, Lincoln’s, Fox, Vesper, 
Henslow’s, Nelson’s, and Le 

Conte’s. 

 The flank streaking is on a buffy 
background color. That rule’s out 
Savanna, Song, Fox, and Vesper. 

 The streaks are fine, appearing to 
be drawn with a mechanical pen-
cil. Henslow’s and Nelson’s have 
coarser, blurry streaks that appear 
to be drawn with a charcoal pen-
cil. 

 That leaves us with Le 
Conte’s or Lincoln’s. For-
tunately, we can see the 
back of the head. Le 
Conte’s would have a me-
dian crown stripe and a gray 
nape patch with fine purple 
streaks. This bird’s head 
looks like the back of a Song 
Sparrow. 

That leaves us with Lincoln’s Spar-
row, which reach their peak abun-
dance in Cincinnati in mid-October. 
Lincoln’s are in the same the same 

genus (Melospiza) as Song and Swamp Spar-
rows, which is valuable to know because I 
think they look like a mash-up of those two 
species. This month’s correct respondents 

were Joe Bens, Kathi Hutton and Bill 
Stanley. 

~Jack Stenger 

  President 

Lincoln’s Sparrow  

Photo by Bill Stanley. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher. 

Photo by Jack Stenger 
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Birding Calendar 

 December 10…Cincinnati Na-
ture Center Bird Walk 

 December 17...Ohio River 
CBC 

 December 17…Hamilton-
Fairfield CBC 

 December 17…Adams County 
CBC 

 December 17...Big Oaks CBC 

 December 18...Western Hamil-
ton County CBC 

 December 26...Cincinnati CBC 

 January 2...East Fork CBC 

  

OTHER LOCAL AREA AUDUBON SOCIETY CHRISTMAS 

BIRD COUNTS .  

December 17...Adams County CBC 

Mark Zloba 

mzloba@cincymuseum.org  

December 17...Big Oaks CBC 

Joseph Robb 

joe_robb@fws.gov 

 

DECEMBER 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Hermit Thrush at East Fork State Park.   

Photo by Bill Stanley 
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DECEMber Quiz Rules 

Mind your plovers and quails. Also 
include any comments you have about 
the quiz bird, such as how you arrived 
at your ID, or how you felt about the 
picture. Venting is welcome. Any bird 
that is on the state list for Ohio, Indi-
ana, or Kentucky is fair game. Who-
ever has the highest number of correct 
answers by the end of the Bird Club 
season (May) “wins.” Any public dis-
cussion of quiz birds will result in a 
trap door opening up beneath the vio-
lator.  

Prize: To be determined.  

 Rules: Anybody is welcome and all 
are encouraged to participate. How-
ever, only paying members (it’s only 
$12 per year) are eligible for prizes and 
unadulterated bragging rights. To par-
ticipate send your answers to me 
(jackstenger@gmail.com) by  Decem-
ber 25.   

All responses must be the official com-
mon English names used by the Ameri-
can Ornithologists’ Union check-list 
(Link). This means they must be cor-
rectly spelled, capitalized, and hyphen-
ated or else they are counted as wrong. 

Answers: I will post the answer with 
a brief analysis in the next Bird Club 
newsletter. This will include a list of 
all those who guessed correctly. Don’t 
worry, wrong guesses will not be pub-
lished, so fire away: it’s better to get a 
CBC quiz wrong than to have never 
participated. I think Alexander Wilson 
said that.               

~Jack Stenger  
   President 

If you think you just woke up from a nightmare, fear not.  This is our Decem-
ber Quiz Bird.  Good Luck.  

mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
http://checklist.aou.org/taxa/
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Window Strikes Deadly to Raptors 

By Kathleen M. Jenkins, Raptor Volunteer 

Reprinted with permission of Raptor Inc. who first publish this article in the  HackBack Fall 2016 issue. 

Learn more about Raptor Inc. here: http://raptorinc.org/ 

more likely to know it’s there). What 
they do see, though, is often a reflection 
of landscape and sky – an illusion of a 
clear pathway. Green habitats inside 
buildings with see-through glass are mis-
leading as well. And, when there are 
windows or doors on opposite sides of a 
building, it looks like a clear pathway to 
the bird, and they try to fly through, 
with devastating results. 

What You Can Do 

Fortunately, there are several things you 
can do to make your windows safer for 
raptors and other birds. 

Provide Visual Cues – Placing stick-
ers, silhouettes, or Window Alerts on 
the outside of windows and glass doors 
makes glass more visible by reflecting 
UV light, which is highly visible to birds. 
There are tons of great options, and 
they’re either highly attractive or all but 
invisible to humans (what you choose 
depends on your preference). Hanging 
strings of beads or shiny materials out-
side windows can also help. For a de-
tailed review of options and photos of 
what they look like from the inside and 
the outside, see our fellow wildlife reha-
bilitator Forsyth Audubon’s great blog 

post (https://goo.gl/Iiwfwe) on reduc-
ing window collisions. You can purchase 
window strike prevention products on 

Amazon (https://goo.gl/ERb3Im), and 
if you’ve designated RAPTOR, Inc. as 

your Amazon Smile charity (http://

raptorinc.org/raptor-support/), 
you’ll be helping raptors even more. 
Placing indicators on the inside of the 
glass is less effective, because it doesn’t 
reduce the reflection. 

Install Screens – window screens in-

WHAM!!! You’ve probably heard it: the 
sickening thump of a bird hitting a win-
dow. And you may have thought it was 
an unusual event. Unfortunately, that’s 
not the case. According to the American 
Bird Conservancy, up to one billion 
birds die in window collisions each year, 
as they try to navigate around houses, 
office buildings, bus shelters, and other 
glass obstacles. 

Raptors are no exception. Because of 
their larger size and high speed flight, 
raptors hit windows with an often bone-
shattering impact, either dying instantly 
or sustaining injuries that will frequently 
kill them. Hawks, falcons, and owls are 
the most frequent victims, as they’re 
often found in urban and residential ar-
eas with high concentrations of window 
glass. 

This spring, RAPTOR, Inc. received a 
call about a peregrine falcon that had 
reportedly crashed into a window in the 
McAlpin building downtown. When our 
team arrived on site, we found it was 
actually a wild turkey. Neither the tur-
key nor the window survived the crash, 
however. At Cornell University, where 
red-tailed hawks, Big Red and Ezra, nest 
high above the athletic fields, two of the 
three 2016 fledglings crashed into win-
dows. One suffered a broken wing, and 
was successfully rehabilitated and re re-
leased into the wild, where she contin-
ues to thrive. The second one wasn’t so 
lucky: flying into a clear-glass bus shelter 
at full speed, she suffered a catastrophic 
spinal fracture and had to be euthanized. 

Why Birds Hit Glass 

Birds hit glass simply because they can’t 
see it (people can’t, either, but we’re 

stalled over windows reduces the impact 
and may save birds from catastrophic 
injury or death. Screens also reduce the 
reflective properties of windows, mak-
ing them more visible and less deadly to 
raptors and other birds. 

Turn Your Lights Off at Night – 
Fall migration is in full swing, and most 
migrating birds fly at night. Lighted win-
dows can easily disorient or distract 
birds, causing fatal crashes. Owls are 
also active at night, and at greater risk 
for window strikes during that time. 

Lights Out programs (https://

goo.gl/5ral5P) across the United States 
have begun to reduce fatal window 
strikes for migrating birds at night. If 
you’d like to learn more, visit the Fatal 
Light Awareness Program (FLAP) web-

site (http://www.flap.org/faqs.php). 

Relocate Bird Feeders – move your 
feeders away from problem windows to 
protect Cooper’s hawks and sharp-
shinned hawks, which often hunt at 
backyard bird feeders. (They are bird 
feeders, after all.) It is often suggested to 
also use netting to protect birds from 
window strikes. RAPTOR Inc. does not 
advise the use of netting as we receive 
birds which have suffered serious injuries 
from struggles sustained in an attempt to 
free themselves from entanglements. 
Sometimes the birds are fortunate and 
after being rescued promptly, can heal 
and be released. Birds with severe inju-
ries may not survive. 

What to Do if You Witness a 

Window Strike 

If you do see a raptor strike a window, 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://raptorinc.org/
https://goo.gl/Iiwfwe
https://goo.gl/ERb3Im
http://raptorinc.org/raptor-support/
http://raptorinc.org/raptor-support/
https://goo.gl/5ral5P
https://goo.gl/5ral5P
http://www.flap.org/faqs.php
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Your photos can appear in the Passenger Pigeon too.  If you have bird photos that you want to share send them to the 
Passenger Pigeon Editor at tyrannus58@gmail.com 

Yard Birds 

to find the Department of Wildlife’s list 
of referral numbers in the Cincinnati 
area. Prepare a box, with newspapers, a 
towel, or other absorbent material in the 
bottom (don’t use pet carriers, as they 
can cause severe damage to the bird’s 
feathers). Use thick (very thick!) gloves 
to protect yourself from the bird’s talons 
and beak. They may not look it, but even 
small raptors have talons which are razor 
sharp and can inflict an impressive 
amount of (very painful) damage. 

Place the raptor in the box, close the lid 
securely, and cover it with a towel; then 

you can help by calling RAPTOR, Inc.’s 
dispatch line at 513.825.3325 for de-
tailed instructions on how to proceed. 
Instructions will be given how to safely 
put the bird in a box and place it in a 
dark, quiet place. Remember that rap-
tors are wild animals, and one that’s in-
jured may respond aggressively out of 
fear, pain, or in self-defense. For injured 
birds which are not raptors, go to the 
link of RAPTOR’s Inc.’s website at 
http://raptorinc.org/rescue/#coverage 

(Continued from page 7) place it in a warm, quiet, and safe area. 
Resist the urge to check on the bird, take 
photos of it, or otherwise handle it un-
necessarily. Don’t offer food or water, 
and don’t do anything to cause the bird 
additional stress – it can be deadly for 

them. Window strikes kill between 2 
and 10 percent of the U.S.’s bird popu-
lation every year, but by taking the ac-
tions we’ve talked about here, you can 
help reduce that number, and the likeli-
hood of hearing that heart-sickening 
THUMP. 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  

Photo by Bob Ireton 

Tufted Titmouse.  Check out that feeder. 

Photo by Bob Ireton 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Photo by Bob Ireton 

http://raptorinc.org/rescue/#coverage


PAGE 9 VOLUME 52, ISSUE 9 

A new book.  Birds of hocking county ohio 

Outside Covers 

Inside Covers 
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CINCINNATI BIRD CLUB 

WE’RE ON THE WEB!  

 CINCINNATI BIRD CLUB 

FACEBOOK 

 

Bird Club Membership  
Name _________________________________________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________________________________  

Phone _________________________________________________________________________  

Email __________________________________________________________________  

 

_____Individual $12.00 ______Family $15.00 ______Student (under 18) FREE  

Make your check payable to Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to our Treasurer:  

Lois Shadix (lcshadix@fuse.net), 2928 Saddleback Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244  

 

 

 

 

2016-2017 DUES:  

IF YOU HAVEN’T SENT 

IN YOUR DUES YET 

FOR THE SEPTEMBER 

2016 - MAY 2017 

BIRDING SEASON, 
PLEASE FILL OUT THE 

FORM AND MAIL IT IN 

ALONG WITH YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

mailto:jackstenger@gmail.com
mailto:bdwulker@gmail.com
mailto:lcshadix@fuse.net
mailto:mbusam@gmail.com
mailto:tyrannus58@gmail.com
mailto:j_stewart@cinci.rr.com
http://cincinnatiaudubon.org/otherorg/cincinnati-bird-club/
http://cincinnatiaudubon.org/otherorg/cincinnati-bird-club/
mailto:lcshadix@fuse.net

