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ogists Society
(formerly American
Dr. Dave Russell
Ornithologists Union)
Date: November 16, has a committee re2017, 7:00 p.m.
sponsible for evaluating
new science and inforLocation: Sharon
Woods Visitor Center mation on populations
of birds. Sometimes
Our November prothis information results
gram speaker will be
in a change the way the
Dr. Dave Russell from
scientific community
Miami University. Dave
recognizes species.
teaches ornithology at
Many of us will recall
Miami and also runs
the Avian Research and some of the recent
higher profile “lumps”
Education Institute.
and “splits” such as the
Many of us also know
recent lumping of
Dave as an excellent
Thayer’s Gull into Icelocal birder who has
land Gull (Finally!), but
done a few big (or bigdid you know that
ish) years lately. Dave
Brown Creepers almost
will be talking about
became Nearctic
taxonomic changes to
Creepers or that Yellow
the bird species of
-rumped Warblers alNorth America. The
American OrnitholSpeaker:

most became Myrtles
again?
Dave plans on talking
about some of the recent changes that have
been made, as well as
some that have not
been made (yet).
Come out for what
should be a very interesting talk and to see if
you might have some
“armchair lifebirds”
coming on the horizon!
—Brian Wulker,
Program Chair
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Field trip: Lima Reservoirs and Grand Lake St Marys
Location: Lima, Ohio Reservoirs &
Grand Lake St. Marys
Date: Saturday, November 11.
Meeting/Departure Time: 7:00am
Leader: Rick Asamoto
Meeting Location: Meijer Parking
lot (Park and Ride), 7390 Tylersville
Road, West Chester Township, OH,
45069.
Rick Asamoto will lead a trip to reservoirs and lakes in the Lima and St
Mary’s area. Rick is well known in the
Western Ohio birding community and
brings a wealth of knowledge about the
area and years of experience in bird
identification.

birding spots.
The trip will start at Metzger/
Ferguson Reservoirs in Lima OH
at 9:00-9:30 a.m.

afternoon will be Grand Lake. Rick
will cover as many sites as time permits. This is a great opportunity to bird
with Rick.

After hiking the dikes, we will continue west to Williams and Bresler Reservoirs. Various spots around Grand
Lake will be our final destination. Locations may change based on activity.

Plan for a long day! It will take approximately 2 hours to drive from the
meeting location to Lima. The trip will
end no later than 3:00 pm, returning
to the West Chester meeting location
by 4:30 to 5:00 pm.

These areas are great for waterfowl
—Bill Hutchison, Field Trips
and migration. Who knows, we may
catch a vagrant such as Purple Sandpiper, which has been recorded twice at
the reservoirs, or Snowy Owl or something even better! Snow Buntings are
usually present on the dikes in Lima by
early November.

We will meet in West Chester to get
We plan to have lunch (pack it or fast
organized – car pool and caravan to
meet Rick at a destination closer to the food) in Celina. The focus for early

Field trip: Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge
Location: Muscatatuck National
Wildlife Refuge

will be for waterfowl. However, the
late fall and warm temperatures may
Date: Saturday, November 25, 2017 . bring in a mixture of unexpected late
fall migrants.
Meeting/Departure Time: 7:30am
We should expect reasonable numbers
Leader: Darlena Graham
of sandhill cranes, late shorebirds, and
Meeting Location: Tanners Creek the start of waterfowl migration. Birds
that will winter in southern Indiana
Boat Ramp, South Tanners Creek
Drive, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025, (off will also start arriving by this date.
of US 50)
The trip will include other areas
Join veteran birder and field trip leader (Ewing Bottoms) for raptors, geese,
Darlena Graham for a trip to Muscata- and cranes. Please feel free to contact
tuck National Wildlife Refuge in Indi- Darlena for information if needed
at Darlena@fuse.net.
ana.
Bring a lunch and dress for the weathDarlena has been birding the Muser. We’re sure to see some great birds!
catauck area for years and has a lot
knowledge about the refuge and sur—Bill Hutchison, Field Trips
rounding area. The focus of the trip
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Field trip: Brookville Lake Area
Waterfowl & Late Fall Migrants

The trip will run into mid afternoon
but of course you can leave at any time
Location: Brookville Lake Area
you like. Bring your lunch and drinks.
Date: Saturday, November 18.
It always seems colder around large
lakes so dress accordingly. If you have
Meet: 8:00 am. at the Park & Ride
a scope it will prove useful. Restrooms
Lot at I-275 Exit # 7. See directions
will be available. One important note,
below.
Indiana State Parks charges a daily per
Co-Leader: Jack Stenger, (513) 503- car entrance fee ($5 resident, $7 non3389, jackstenger@gmail.com
resident). At this time of year there are
Co-Leader: Jay Stenger, (513) 522- usually no attendants on duty but we
cannot be sure of that.
8147, jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
We will meet at 8:00 a.m. at the park
*NOTE: This field trip will be conducted jointly with the Audubon Socie- & ride lot, located right at the I-275
Exit # 7 at SR 128 marked Clevesty and the Cincinnati Bird Club.
Hamilton. This is the first exit just
The focus of this trip will be the fall
west of the Great Miami River at Miwaterfowl migration, which should be amitown. We will caravan from there
near peak at this date. Our trip leader to the Brookville area, about a 30plans to visit several spots around
minute drive. Call or email Jack if you
Brookville Lake and then make the
have any questions.
short hop over to Hueston Woods beVisit the Brookville Lake website at:
fore returning home. Both of these
locations are hotspots and are excellent http://www.in.gov/dnr/
for attracting waterfowl and water
parklake/2961.htm
birds at this season. The rural countryside surrounding these two large lakes Visit the Whitewater Memorial State
Park (at Brookville Lake) website at:
has diverse habitats so we expect to
find a great variety and diversity of
http://www.in.gov/dnr/
species throughout the day. In addition parklake/2962.htm
to many species of waterfowl we also
Visit the Hueston Woods SP website
expect to see loons, grebes, gulls,
Sandhill Cranes, late shorebirds (such at:
as Dunlin & Wilson’s Snipe), Bald Ea- http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/
gles, many hawks, numbers of seasonal huestonwoods
songbirds and much more. Rare species are always possible. Prairie Falcon
—Jay Stenger
and Golden Eagle have been seen on
this trip in recent years.
This will be an auto type tour and will
consist of driving from spot to spot
interspersed with a few short easy
walks. While the trip duration is long
and does entail a lot of driving, the
rewards, in terms of what we see, always make it worth the effort.
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Field Trip Notes: Brookville Lake Region
On September 30, ten birders showed
up for the Cincinnati Bird Club/
Audubon Society of Ohio Brookville
Lake Region outing. It was a beautiful
day and we started out at the
Brookville Dam Overlook.

Belted Kingfisher 1, Red-headed
Woodpecker 1, Red-bellied Woodpecker 7, Downy Woodpecker 5,
Northern Flicker 12, Pileated Woodpecker 2, American Kestrel 1, Blue Jay
69, American Crow 8, Tree Swallow
Among the birds seen from the over- 26, Carolina Chickadee 9, Tufted Titmouse 4, White-breasted Nuthatch 2,
look were 6 Wild Turkeys that we
Carolina Wren 7, Eastern Bluebird 14,
watched as they climbed grape vines
Cincinnati Bird Club at Treaty Line Road.
low in a tree and proceeded to eat the American Robin 48, Gray Catbird 1,
Northern
Mockingbird
2,
grapes.
European Starling 2, Cedar
As we made our way around the reser- Waxwing 65, Black-andvoir we found various raptors that in- white Warbler 1, Magnolia
cluded quite a few Bald Eagles and Os- Warbler 1, Blackburnian
preys. There were not large numbers Warbler 1, Blackpoll Warof warblers, but we did find a good
bler 2, Yellow-rumped
variety.
Warbler 15, Blackthroated Green Warbler 1,
Despite the high water on the lake,
Chipping Sparrow 3, EastTreaty Line Road area had a good
amount of mud habitat. At Treaty Line ern Towhee 2, Scarlet Tanwe picked up Greater and Lesser Yel- ager 1, Northern Cardinal
7, Rose-breasted Grosbeak
lowlegs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Great
Egrets and lots of gulls. It was a great 5, House Finch 3, Ameriday to be out birding with other Cin- can Goldfinch 21, House Sparrow 6. Turkeys in the grapevines.
cinnati area birders.
—Bill Stanley (text & photos)
The group found a total of 65 species.
Canada Goose 86, Mute Swan 1,
Wood Duck 1, Gadwall 2, Mallard 4,
Northern Pintail 1, Green-winged Teal
20, Wild Turkey 6, Pied-billed Grebe
1, Double-crested Cormorant 163,
Great Blue Heron 32, Great Egret 20,
Black Vulture 62, Turkey Vulture 103,
Osprey 3, Sharp-shinned Hawk 1,
Cooper's Hawk 1, Bald Eagle 7, Redshouldered Hawk 1, Red-tailed Hawk
2, American Coot 1, Killdeer 60, Pectoral Sandpiper 3, Greater Yellowlegs
1, Lesser Yellowlegs 4, Bonaparte's
Gull 6, Ring-billed Gull 540, Rock
Pigeon 2, Mourning Dove 5, Yellowbilled Cuckoo 1, Chimney Swift 2,

A view of the mudflats from Treaty Line Road.
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The 118th National
Audubon Society
Christmas Bird
Counts
*Note: All National Audubon Society
Christmas Bird Counts remain FREE.
The Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is a
long-standing program of the National
Audubon Society, with over 100 years
of citizen science involvement. It is an
early-winter bird census, where thousands of volunteers across the US, Canada and 19 countries in the Western
Hemisphere, go out over a 24-hour
period to count birds. Over 2,300 individual counts were conducted and
over 71,000 people participated last
year.
Count volunteers search for birds
within a designated 15-mile (24-km)
diameter circle while counting every
bird they see or hear throughout the
day. It’s not just a species tally; all individual birds are counted, giving an
indication of the total number of birds
within the circle that day. If observers
live within a CBC circle, they may arrange in advance to count the birds at
their feeders and submit those data to
the count compiler. All individual
CBC’s are conducted during the period
beginning December 14th through January 5th each season, and each count is
conducted during one calendar day.

P AGE 5

ans. You don’t have to commit to the
whole day either. You are welcome to
participate for as long as you like; a
half-day or even just a few hours would
be great. If you live within a count circle you can choose to stay home and
count the birds at your feeders.
The data collected by observers over
the past century allow researchers,
conservation biologists, and other interested individuals to study the longterm health and status of bird populations across North America. When
combined with other surveys such as
the Breeding Bird Survey, it provides a
picture of how the continent's bird
populations have changed in time and
space over the past hundred years. The
long-term perspective made possible
by the Christmas Bird Count is vital for
conservationists. It informs strategies
to protect birds and their habitat - and
helps identify environmental issues
with implications for people as well.

The first CBC was done on Christmas
Day of 1900 as an alternative activity
to an event called the “side hunt”
where people chose sides, then went
out and shot as many birds as they
could. The group that came in with the
largest number of dead birds won the
event. Frank Chapman, a famed ornithologist at the American Museum of
Natural History and the editor of BirdLore (which became the publication of
the National Association of Audubon
CBC participants are organized into
Society’s when that organization
groups or field parties by the compiler formed in 1905) recognized that deof the count. Each field party covers a clining bird populations could not
prearranged and specific area within
withstand wanton over-hunting, and
the 15-mile diameter count circle. And proposed to count birds on Christmas
everyone is welcome and encouraged Day rather than shoot them.
to participate regardless of one’s birding skills. Compilers arrange field par- There are many Christmas Bird Counts
ties so that inexperienced observers are to choose from and we encourage you
always out with seasoned CBC veter- to take part in as many as possible. But
we also hope you can find the time to

participate in at least one of our local
Christmas Bird Counts listed below. If
you have any questions concerning a
particular count feel free to contact
that count’s compiler.
For more information on Audubon
Society Christmas Bird Counts visit the
following website:

http://birds.audubon.org/christmasbird-count.
National Audubon Society Local
Christmas Bird Counts
Ohio River (Oxbow) Christmas Bird
Count
Saturday, December 16, 2017
Compiler: Jack Stenger, (513) 503-3389,
jackstenger@gmail.com

Hamilton-Fairfield Christmas Bird
Count
Saturday, December 16, 2017
Compiler: Mike Busam, (513) 259-3262,
mbusam@gmail.com
East Fork Christmas Bird Count
Sunday, December 17, 2017
Compiler: Joe Bens, (513) 353-4229,
joebens@live.com
Western Hamilton County Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, December 23, 2017
Compiler: Ned Keller, (513) 349-3369,
nedkeller49@gmail.com
Cincinnati Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, December 30, 2017
Co-Compiler: Jack Stenger, (513) 5033389, jackstenger@gmail.com
Co-Compiler: Jay Stenger, (513) 5228147, jaystenger@cinci.rr.com
—Jay Stenger
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Field Trip Notes: Fernald
Fernald: Brian Wulker led 26 people
on a field trip at Fernald on Saturday,
October 14. We hiked over five miles
and the final count was 61 species.
Portions of the walk involved areas
typically not accessible to the public. A
good mix of sparrows (Savannah, Lincoln’s, Swamp, White-crowned, and
Nelson’s) was the highlight of the day.
Brian exhibited some great bushwhacking skills to make sure that all participants had good looks at a Nelson’s
sparrow. We also had good views of
early waterfowl (American Widgeon,
Gadwall, and Green-winged Teal).
Thanks for showing us Fernald, Brian!
—Bill Hutchison

(Is this heaven? —It’s Fernald.) Brian Wulker pointing out a Nelson’s Sparrow for the group; Fernald dawn & Fernald
field trip participants. Photos, Bill Stanley.

Lincoln’s Sparrow. Photo, Bill
Hutchison.
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Field Trip Notes: Highland County
Highland County: Bill Stanley led
11 people on a trip to the gravel pits
and Brookville Lake in Highland county
on Saturday, October 21. The trip
count was 55 total species. Any trip can
have some unexpected results, and
Highland County didn’t disappoint.
We saw a flock of 16 Pine Siskins near
the highland county gravel pits. We
checked one water area (completely
empty). Within a span of 15 minutes, a
raft of 236 American Coots appeared
where there had been nothing present.
A good mix of waterfowl and shorebirds were also observed. This has been
good trip year over all for the club.
Thanks, Bill!

—Bill Hutchison

Greater Yellowlegs (top), Dunlin (below), Pine
Siskin (left & bottom). Photos, Bill Hutchison

Savannah Sparrow. Photo, Bill Stanley.

Mark Your Calendar: Audubon Ohio’s November pro-

gram features Jim McCormac. McCormac’s talk is titled “A Romp
Through Ohio’s Flora and Fauna.” Monday, November 20, at 7pm at
Winton Centre. 10245 Winton Road, Cincinnati, OH. 45231

C INCINNATI B IRD C LUB
c/o Newsletter Editor
7577 Whitehall Circle West
West Chester, Ohio 45069
President
Bill Stanley: tyrannus58@gmail.com

Welcome to our newest member!

Jean Caudill. Thank you, Jean! We appreciate your
support and look forward to seeing you at meetings
and in the field. Thanks to all our renewing members,
as well. It takes new and returning members to keep
our programs going and our club growing.

Program Chair
Brian Wulker: bdwulker@gmail.com
Treasurer
Lois Shadix: lcshadix@fuse.net
Field Trips
Bill Hutchison: whpitt@cinci.rr.com
Newsletter Editor
Mike Busam: mbusam@gmail.com
Park VIP
John Stewart: j_stewart@cinci.rr.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
CINCINNATI BIRD CLUB
FACEBOOK

Highland County field trip participants. October 21,
2017. Photo, Bill Stanley

Bird Club Membership
Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________________________________________________________
Email __________________________________________________________________
2017-2018 DUES:

_____Individual $12.00 ______Family $15.00 ______Student (under 18) FREE

Make your check payable to Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to our Treasurer:
Lois Shadix (lcshadix@fuse.net), 2928 Saddleback Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244

IF YOU HAVEN’T SENT
IN YOUR DUES YET
FOR THE SEPTEMBER
2017 - MAY 2018 BIRDING SEASON, PLEASE
FILL OUT THE FORM
AND MAIL IT IN ALONG
WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEES

